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lBELS (American), 
postage stamps. 

Lace (popular), 
spirits. 

He got royally blind, showed a liking 
for lact,—Birdo* Frtedffm. 

Laced (old cant), sugared, as hkoei 
coffee. 

Laced mutton, used bj Shak- 
speare (Two Gentlemen of Ver- 
ona). Vide Mutton. 

Ladn^r (popular), a beating. 

Ladder (common), "can't see a 
hole in a ladder" said of one 
who is intoxicated. •* 

Ladies* Ztoz (conmion), hoi,*' 
strong, sweet, and plenty of it 
(Dickens). 

Ladies* Mile (6ociet7),Botten Row. 

Ladle, to (theatrical), to speak 
the text in a pedantic and pre- 
tentious manner, i.e., to "(ocOe 
it out." 

Lad of wax (thieves), shoemaker. 
VOL. n. 



Ladroneship (nautical), literallj 
a pirate, but it is the usual 
epithet applied bj the Chinese 
to a man-of-war (Admiral 
Smyth). 

Lady (old cant), a misshapen 
woman. 

Ladj-bird (common), a specially 
nice or dainty kept mijBtress. 
(Popular), a wanton or lewd 
girL 

Ladj-caller (American), explained 

by quotation. . ; 

A ladx-wJUf U *9 V'llti^^ed and pre- 
sentable WobUvi Bic<!)yjdre^feed, who takes 
a sldaf) for dutriSuting cards for fashion- 
, able'ibUE, an^, aj we 'presume from the 
'aocoqiplis}u^Qts CKiijaDded of her, even 
occA^nal^ ip^if/f» -«LCt*ufl aalls instead of 
tlut* liftlyx'wito em^loj^ j^^t:,!and who, by a 
socia) ^sJkfSjf,'^ iupjp^ied Co be calling.-^ 

Lad^- fender (popular), a lasy 
woman who gives herself airs. 
Chiefly used by servants in 
reference to a mistress who 
likes to sit by the fireside doing 
nothing. 

A 



Lady Green — Lagniappe. 



Lady Green (prison), the prison 
chaplain. 

Lag^ (thieves), a prisoner, convict. 
Vide To Lag. 

Asking . . . what improvement there 
was in the grub at Brixton ; was there 
going to be a war with Russia? If so, was 
it likely they would want the lags for 
soldiers. — Evening News. 

An old lag, one who has been 
through penal servitude. 

To start, I, a confirmed old lag myself, 
think I may say that there isn't a prison 
in London that I haven't seen the inside 
tIL,— Greenwood '. Dick TemfiU. 

(Westminster School), a fag. 

Every morning the lag junior prepares 
and brings to hall the " list," which is the 
rota of duties for the day. — Everyday Life 
in Our Public Schools, 

Lag^e (old cant), wash water, 
thin drink. Probably from the 
Ckielic and Irish lag, weak, 
feeble. 

I bowse no lage^ but a whole gage 
Of this I bowse to you. 

—Bronte : A Jovial Crew. 

This teh^ie^till used by the 
low cla^; jof ; a^tOrjK . It is 



is stock beer, as one says stock 
ale in Anglo-Saxondom. It was 
in America that the word lager 
was most incorrectly applied, 
for the first time about 1847, in 
Philadelphia, to German beer, 
to distinguish it from American 
and English malt drinks. All 
German beer is not lager, any 
more than all English beer is 
Indian pale ale or " bitter." 

Und is mein sabre sharp and true ? 

Und is mein war-horse goot ? 
To get one quart of lager bier, 

I'd shpill a sea of bloot I 
—Ballads 0/ Hans Breitmann. 

Lagpe, to (old cant), to wash. Yidt 
Lage. 

La^g^ (thieves), a sailor. Pos- 
sibly from his way of walking. 
Also one who gives evidence ; 
an informer. Yidt To Lao. 

Lafifging; (thieves), a term of im- 
prisonment or hard labour. Vide 
To Lag. 

Now the whole of the difference between 
passing a comfortable lagging and a hard 
lagging, is to give no trouble to the officer. 
I always make it a rule— don't trouble me 



curious to ncJtCf 4ifiai* laibug, in* . . and 1*11 not trouble jom.— Evening News. 




no evideril?e 'iisyi thQ.ETdlg^lish 
term is f rom*lfi^ Flre^ofaC^Jue.. 
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Lag^er (American). In Germlfti 
lager means a resting-place, a 
camp ; from the root legen, lay 
a place. Hence a warehouse 
where goods lie, a stock or 
deposit. Lager hier in Grermany 



All New Orleans grocers give to every 
purchaser a lagnia/^e. I f child or servant 
bays five cents' worth, /^fyna//« is ex- 
pected and given rigidly, as though so 
nominated in the bond. It may be sugar, 
or spice, or candy. If the purchaser de- 
mand quartee (two and a half cents' worth) 
rice and quartee beans, two lagniappe are 
given. There arc groceries in the French 
quarter where the chief business of the 
supplemental small boy is the rolling of 



Lagniappe — Laker. 



brown paper sheeU into oornncopiM, and 
tlw filling of these horns of plenty with 
imgnia^,—Aim€ricaH Newt^m^. 

This Bjstem is getting general 
now in London ^f or grocers to 
give presents to all purchasers. 
The higher the purchase the 
greater the present. The prac- 
tice is nsual in France, and 
probably in most countries. 

Lags (American), layers of leaTes 
of tobacco. Dutch laag, a lay, 
a row layer. 

Lag, to (thieves), formerly to 
transport or cause to be trans- 
ported; now to send to penal 
servitude or to prison. 

Their^I ask no questions after him, fear 
they should be obliged to prosecute, and 
so get him lagggd, — Dickons : Oliver 
Twist, 

A day <Nr two after Bill returns alone. 
The girl asks him where her sweetheart is. 
"He's lag^d," says mH-^inu: Hw 
the Poor Live, 

To lag^ which, it is conjectured, 
originally came from *' lagging," 
or tying the prisoners together, 
is curiously allied to lagan^ the 
right of the lord to take goods 
cast up on the shore of his 
manor. Also goods tMc2 to a 
buoy and then sunk in the sea. 
In gypsy and Hindu lagar or 
lugama has the sdme meaning. 
Compare the French cant word 
" fagot," for a convict, t.e., tied 
np like a bundle of sticks. 
Hotten suggests the derivation 
from the old Norse lagda, laid, 
laid by the leg. To tag, which 
formerly had also the meaning 
of to steal, seems to be con- 



nected in the sense with the 
German lagem, to lay, to put 
away. 

(Old cant), to lag, to void 
urina A lagging gage, a cham- 
ber-pot The expression is still 
common among showmen and 
strolling actors. Vide Laqb. 

Laid in layender. Vide 
Lavbndsb. 

Laid out (American), also Eng- 
lish, but more extensively i^ 
plied in ** the States." Beaten, 
flattened out 

Mr. M-^— is horifontally Lud mti. 
Nevertheless, the war taxes must go.— 
Besion Htraid, 

Laker. Although applied as a 
term of derision to Wordsworth, 
Southey, and their famous 
friends, because they lived in 
the Lake country, the word had 
been in use from time imme- 
morial in Yorkshire and Lanca- 
shire, in another sense, with 
reference to players. The dic- 
tionaries give " Lake, to play, 
to sport," hence laker, or de- 
risively, "lazy laker," Lake, a 
north-country word for play, is 
from Danish Uge, to play. 

Ooe of the delicate pleasan- 
tries Invented at the expense of 
the players in the last century, 
runs as follows. When the 
drum announced their advent 
in the rural districts of York- 
shire, the farmers' dames were 
wont to say — *'Get the shirts 
off the hedge, wench, for here 
comes the lakert,** 
In the year 1750, Gentleman 



Laker — Lamm. 



Holman, a famous actor and 
author, and the recipient of 
high honours from his Alma 
Mater at Oxford, was fulfilling 
an engagement at Leeds. He 
had dressed at his hotel for 
Beverley, in "The Gamester," 
and was attired in his court suit, 
with powdered hair and hag, 
chapeau bras, diamond buckles, 
&c. On his way to the theatre, 
in a sedan chair, the porters were 
stopped on Leeds Bridge, and 
overhauled by a gang of roughs 
of the period, who demanded 
to know who was inside. On 
being informed that the gentle- 
man in court dress was a play- 
actor, the ringleader said to his 
friends — "Oh I it's nobbut a 
laker; chuck him in t' river, 
lads." Before they could carry 
out this laudable intention, the 
laker stepped out, confronted 
them with his rapier, which he 
slipped into them, right and 
left, sending the ruffians howl- 
ing in eveiy direction. 

La-li-loong (pidgin-English), a 
thief, thieves. 

The barber complained be had been 
called a la-li-lo<m£^t the pidgin-English 
for a thief. — CeUstial Em^ire^ 1876. 

Just t'hen he savvy la-U-Utong^ 
Same tief-man muchee bad, 

Hab wantchee kill one foleigna' 
An' catchee 411o had. 

Lall-shraub (Anglo-Indian). 
Bnglish-Hindu, IcH-ihrdb, red 
wine. The name for claret in 
India. In English gypsy, lal or 
ItUU'moU, 



Lamb (old ), name given formerly to 
a dupe, now a "pigeon," "mug," 
or "juggins." (Popular), an 
elderly person who dresses and 
makes up like a young one. 
Vide Lambs. 

Lamb and salad (popular), to 
give one lamb and talad, to give 
a sound thrashing. Also 2am5- 
pie, a flogging. From lam, vide 
Lamm. 

Lambasting (popular), beating, 
thrashing. Vide To Lamb. 

Lamb-down (Australian up- 
country), to beat. Vide To 
Lamm. 

He saw the publican . . . narrating 
with coarse glee to a fellow-poisoner how 

he had copped the old on the hop and 

lambidkim doum to rights. — A. C. Grant, 

Lamb, lam, to (popular). Vide 
To Lamm. 

Lambs (common), the roughs at 
an election employed to create 
a disturbance and break up the 
meetings held by and in favour 
of an opposing candidate. Also 
roughs of any kind. 

The bold Bendy, who until the past 
year or two was notorious as the fore- 
most " bully boy " amongst the lambs of 
Nottingham.-—/. Crunwood : Low^Li/e 
Dte/s. 

Lame duck. Vide Duck. 

Lammie Todd (tailors), a phrase 
used by tailors, meaning " I 
would if I could." 

TrfiTTi*", to (popular) to beat, strike. 
From the Icelandic hlcmmot to 



Lamm — Landskarks. 



beat, bruise ; Anglo-Saxon lama^ 
Irish lamh, old Norse 2aiiir, Hot- 
ten deriving it from the old 
Norse tam^ hand. Lam is ori- 
ginally to strike with the hand. 
Compare tmack^ to slap, and 
Irish 9mae^ the palm of the 
hand. This word is old Eng- 
lish, and is now used onlj bj 
slang-talking people. 

Dauber, to beat, siriodge, Jkmtmg, — 
Coifnatfg. 

De vellers aih lam de Romans dill dey 
roon mil noses plue. 

—Charles G. Leland: Brnimamm 
BaUads. 

But forty-nine more were wanted, and I 

was getting mad. 
For I hadn't done what I wanted, which 

was, ril now expound. 
To lamm the ball to a certain and distant 

part of the ground. 

— Bird tf ' Fretdam. 

Lamm it on, lay it on, hit hard. 

Lammj (thieves), a blanket. An 
allusion to lamb and wooL 

Lamp conntiy (military), walking 
oat at night without money in 
one*8 pockets. The soldier's 
hours of recreation are generally 
after dark, when the lights are 
lit, and if he has no funds to 
defray entrance to places of 
amusement, or pay for refresh- 
ments at other houses of call, 
he has to be content with /dmp 
country, 

I«amp-post (common), a nickname 
for a tall lanky individual, much 
in vogue among schoolboys. A 
synonym is ** sky-topper.' 
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Lampresado, defined in the New 
Canting Dictionary as one who 
comes into company with but 
twopence in his, pocket. An 
impostor, an informer. 

Lamps (thieves and others), the 
eyea The synonyms in French 
argot and Italian forbesoo aro 
quinqyuU and lampanU. Vide 

Landed (popular). A man is said 
tobe land€dwhen he has amassed 
a fortune large enough to keep 
him for the rest of his life. 

(Thieves), to be landedt ex- 
plained by quotation. 

When I fell this time I had b e twee n 
four and five quid found on me, but they 
gave it me back, so I was landed (was all 
right),— Hartley : Jottings from Jail, 

Land-grabber (common), farmer 
who rents a farm from which 
another has been evicted. 

Oh, those dreadful Irish I Fiendish 
affair reported in Batmer. Goose belong- 
ing to Nationalist deliberately allowed to 
wander about meadow rented by a Itmd- 
/ywAJ#r, and eat up grass. Land-grabbtf' s 
horse consequently has to go short of green 
food, poor starved thing ! The Coercion 
Bill must be pressed on at all hazards.— 
FuoMf Folks, 

Landlubber (nautical), a useless 
long-shorer ; a vagrant stroller. 
Applied by sailors to the mass 
of landsmen, especially those 
without employment (Admiral 
Smyth). 

Landsharks (nautical), crimps, 
pettifogging attorneys, shop- 
mongers and the canaille in- 



Land — Lap. 



festing the slums of seaport 
towns (Admiral Smjth). Also 
lawyers. 

L4Uid, to (common), to hit, to 
place a blow, to f alL 

And be landed the P. P. to rights, and he 

dodged his redoubtable digits. 
And Grimthorpe cried, Go for him, G. G. I 

To Mitchellise him till he couldn't hit 
half an ounce, or latui within half a mile 
of a haystack. — Punch, 

(Common), to land a kick, to 
bring one's foot in violent con- 
tact with a person's breech. 
Also "to hoof, hoof one's bam, 
to root," &c. (Popalar), land- 
ing U hot, hitting hard; land, 
to strike. 

Her fingers so lovely and taper, ah, yes, 
No hand e'er had fingers like those ; 
Bat the way she has got of just clenching 

the lot. 
And landing me hot on the nose ! 

— Song: Poor Mr, Comfit, 

Lane, Harriet (military), pre- 
served or tinned meat. A mo- 
dem epithet on a ration now 
much used in campaigns, and 
obviously derived from the 
nnfortnnate girl Harriet Lane, 
who was murdered by Wain- 
wright, and put by in a box 
with chloride of lime, which 
preserved instead of destroying 
the body. 

Lane, red (popular), the throat. 

Lane, the (legal). Chancery Lane 
is always spoken of by lawyers 
a» The Lane. (Theatrical), a col- 
loquial abbreviation among the 



employ^ of Drury Lane for the 
theatre. (Fopulitf and thieves). 
Petticoat Lane. (Thieves), the 
Lane, represented, in the slang 
of the criminal classes, Horse- 
monger Lane GaoL 

Lanthom, dark (old cant), a ser- 
vant or agent in a court who 
receives a bribe. 

Lan-tnn (pidgin), London. ** Hab 
muchee man in Lan-tun town, 
but flom dat tim I know." 

Ll^ (old cant), tea. (Popular), 
liquor, drink. Lap is a term 
invariably used in the ballet- 
girls* dressing - room for gin 
(Hotten). 

Lap ears (American University), 
students of a religious turn of 
mind are so called; also don- 
keys. 

Lapland (popular), the society of 
women, an expression derived 
from the female sex being called 
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"cats. 

Li^iper (popular), a rare tapper, 
a hard drinker. (Thieves), 
drink. 



Laprogh (tinker), a goose 
duck ; a bird of any kind. 



or 



Lap, to (common), to drink. 
(American), this word still re- 
tains many old meanings among 
American thieves and gamblers, 
or has taken new ones, such as 
to pick up, to take, steal, wipe 
out, put out of sight, drink, and 



Lap — Lam-pidgin. 



buttermilk, which, like top, is 
also a tenn for fgbi, A **lap* 
tea ** is where there are so man j 
guests that girla sit in one 
another's laps, or in those of 
the men, or where it is done 
for pleasure. A "top -ride," 
where the same thing is done 
in a yehicleii " To lap a girl." 
** Do jou let George top jou t " 
'* No, we only sit sideways as 
yet." To lap the gutter, vide 

QvmsL 

I^ardy-da, lah-de-dah (oommon), 
a word borrowed from the re- 
frain of a song whioh was popu- 
lar some twenty years ago. 
Applied to a fop or dandy. 

At the bar, fonning the central figure of 
• group otherwise composed of loA-dtHlak 
youths (now known as imiution dudesX 
stood a short, stocky«bailt man of about 
thirty-five years of »gt,—Am*ricaH Ntwf 

Lardy -dardj tofis (popular), 
effeminate swells. 

Large blue kind, the (American). 
This very eccentric expression, 
signifying magnitude and inten- 
sity, seems to have been sug- 
gested by blue bottle flies, which 
are larger and more disliked 
than any others. A particularly 
bad humbug or lie is sometimes 
described as being one of the 
large (due kintL 

Large order. Vide Obdeb. 

Largo, largej, largo {g soft 
like j) (pidgin), much, great, 
magnanimous, loud. Expresses 



magnitude or extent of all 
kinds. 

" My lar^ man, my hare catcfaee peace, 
my have catchee war."— Ptf/Vs/f mnd Pick' 
ingt of In/ormaiUn ab0ut ClUma (Loo- 
don, 1844). 



(tinkers), a girL This is 
curious* as indicating an aflinity 
between the Hindustani Idrki^ 
a girl, and the gypsy raJAL 
(Anglo-Indian), a very strong 
spiced punch. 

Lark rig. Vide Rig. 

Larks (American thieves), boys 
who steal newspapers from 
doorsteps. 

**Boy, why don't yonr father take a 
newqMper," said a man to a small Asnl, 
whom he had just found larking his 
morning Tribune, 

" He generally does," was the reply, 
** but this momin' he sent me to take one 
wherever I could snap it,"— Trihtne* 

Larky snbalteni's coach, the 
(military), a carriage which used 
to be attached nightly to a 
goods train, starting from the 
Nine Elms Station at 2.30 A.M. 
for Aldershot, put on for the 
convenience of military officers 
who had from varioas causes 
got benighted in London, and 
missed the ordinary train. Larhft 
as used here, is probably from 
the phrase, " up with the lai^." 

Larn-pidgin (pidgin), leam- 
pigeon; an apprentice, a boy 
admitted by favour of the upper 
servants to a house that he 
may learn English and domestio 
duties. 
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(common), a rough, a 
wild fellow. 

And yonder yelling fools contrive 
To lend some truth to Mammon's text. 

The laziest larrikin alive, 

With babbling tongue and brow per* 
plex'd, 

Can help do that —Punch. 

Imported from Anstralia, 
where it is sometimes abbre- 
viated to lary. 

In your article on " Our Larrikins " of 
June and, you invite an explanation of 
the origin of this Colonial synonym for 
"rough." If the common account be 
corre ct , it arose out of a misunderstanding. 
An Irishman, on being brought up for 
onruly behaviour before an Australian 
magistrate, excused himself by saying that 
be was only " larkin'." Any one £uniliar 
with the peculiarities of the Irish brogue 
will easily realise how the two-syliabled 
IM^iciple was mistaken for a three*syU 
labled noun. — Celt in the Spectator, 



(Anglo-Indian), originally 
meaning a soldier, ^'lashkarL" 
It has now become a generally 
used term for a Malay sailor. 
In the French army the term is 
applied to a bold, deyil-may-care 
fellow. 

T4i^hinti (Irish), large quantities. 

Lashool (tinker), nice. Irish, 
"lachool." 



, to (American, Western), to 
catch with the lasso, lariat, or 
reata. 

It don't pay to have fellows blazing off 
their revolvers, and stampeding the cattle, 
and spurring their horses on the shoulders, 
and always going on a lape, and driving 
cattle at a lape too, and lasting steers by 
the fore feet on the trail, and thzowing 



'em head over heels, just for the satisfaction 
of hearing the thud they make when they 
falL — F, Francis : SaddU and Moccasin. 

Last of the Barons (l^al), a 
nickname given to the '* Baron 
of Exchequer" last appointed, 
since afterwards the Court of 
Exchequer was done away with, 
and merged in that of Queen's 
Bench, and no more barons 
would therefore be appointed. 

Last nin of shad, the (American). 
To say that a man looks as if 
he had come in tht Uut run of 
thadt is equivalent to declaring 
that he has a very thin, wretched, 
forlorn, or "played-out" ap- 
pearance. To be "in the last 
of pea-time," signifies a hard-up 
and poverty-stricken condition. 

T^tchpan (popular), the lower lip. 

Late-play (Westminster School), 
a half-holiday, or holiday be- 
ginning at noon. 

Lather, to (popular), to beat, 
thrash. 

My father is a barber. 

And is unkind to me. 
So I'd rather lather father. 

Than lather lather me. 

— Popular Song. 

Latfy (theatrical), a bed. Vidt 
Lbtty. 

Launch, to (Winchester College), 
to pull a bed over a " man." 

Layender-cove (popular), a pawn- 
broker. So called because pro- 
perty is there laid up " in laven- 
der." 



Lavender — Lay. 



LAvender, in (torf), is said of a 
man or horse to denote that he 
is ill, nnfit, ont of the way. 

Most people are tired of waiting for the 
Beaver» who was put down as certain to 
win one of the early spring handicaps, 
but so far has been in lavender, — Bird o* 
Freedom. 

(Common), laid in lavender, 
put awaj, pawned, or left in 
lodging for debt From the 
practice of placing layender in 
drawers in which clothes are 
kept. 

(Thieves), hidden from the 
police. 

Lawful time (Winchester College), 
at the end of *' log-time," or 
preparation on a "remedy" or 
holiday, the prefect on duty 
calls out lawfid time, as an an- 
nonncement that aU may leave 
study. 

LAwn, the (sporting), Ascot Lawn. 

Lay (thieves and roughs), par- 
ticular business, line of work, 
pursuit, enterprise. 

Kept a leaving shop— a sort of nnlioensed 
pawnbroker's, yon know . . . that woa 
his lay for years.—/. Greenwood: Dick 
Temple. 

A dodge, swindle. 

To a constable he told the misadventuie of 

the day, 
But the man in blue responded, '* It's a 

very common Uiy^ 
Did she talk about a child, sir?" Said 

the innocent, " She did." 
" I thought so," said the officer—*' but, 

bless you, that's her kid I " 

sporting Time*. 

Alas, that writer kept it, too, 
Reminded me of debu long doe, 



Then lodged me safe in HoHoway 
The victim of a heartless Uey. 

Sird o' Frmdoim. 

On the toy, at work. 

Dodger I Charley I It's time 3roa were 
oo the lay.^Dickene : Oliver T^met. 

In America (north-east coast), 
a lay is a share in a venture. 

(Tailors), a good lay, an 
economical method of cutting, 
or when a man is doing any- 
thing that will be beneficial to 
himself or others. 

Lay down the knife and fork, to 
(conmion), to die. 

Layer. Tide To Lay. 

Lay for, to (American), to lie in 
wait for, to ambush. Also '* to 
lay by for." 

There's a cat in the garden 

A layin/n'9,nJL, 
And a boy with a catapult 

A layin/or the cat ; 
The cat's name is Susan, 

The boy's name is Jim'; 
And his fether round the comer 

Is a layin by for him. 

— Americem Balladn 

Lay it on, to (common), to ex« 
aggerate. 

The member who moved an amendment 
throwing responsilnlity upon the employ^ 
as well as the employer was told he was 
" laying^ it on too thick," and the amend- 
ment was defeated. — Funny Folks. 

Lay one out, to (roughs and 
thieves), to Idll one. 

Several of the prisoners were with him. 
Galletly was saying. *' I've laid one out" 
to the other prisoners. . . . Witness also 
saw the knife, and there was blood on it 
half way op the iHo^—EveMimg Newt. 
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Lay — Leanaway, 



Lay out (American), a turn. 
"It's my lay otrf," i.f., it's my 
torn. 

" Boys, yer got roe this time. They've 
called her ' Utella I ' as near my name as 
they oooJd get, and it's my lay »ut. 
Whatllyehev?" 

The glaiwes clinked merrily, and Mr. 
Bill beamed with happiness. — New York 
Star, 

Lay over, to (American), to de- 
feat, excel, surpass. Probably 
derived from wrestling. 

"Canyon write?" 

'*Well, I've seed people could At^ me 
ever, thar." — Mark Twain: A Tramp 
Abroad. 

"In scolding a blue jay can lay over 
anything human or divine." — Mark 
Twain : A Trump Abroad. 

Lay them down, to (thieves), to 
play cards. 



(turf), to bet for or 



Lay, to 

against. 

He overheard one noble penciller tell 
another ominously that ** he could lay the 
favourite." — Birdo' Freedom. 

To lay the field, vvdt Field. 
(Common), to lay one's shirt on 
a horse, to lay all one's money 
on a horse. 

Lead (theatrical), the most im- 
portant part in a play. 

Miss , who returned from abroad 

yesterday, has, we learn, refused to enter- 
tain an ojBTer to play "the lead" in the old 
English comedies at the Strand Theatre. 
Deuly News, 

(Thieves), lead, or friendly 
leadf a collection made for one 
"in trouble." 



I was landed without them getting me 
A lead (coUectionX — Horsley : JoUingt 
frvrnJaU. 

Lead or leader (Australian min- 
ing slang), a vein of gold. 

The leader is the vein or deposit of 
gold in an Australian gold mine : said 
alwajrs to run north and south, which if 
it be true is a phenomenon of magnetism. 
In size, form, and value, the precious 
metal within a certain area will present 
great diversities. Sometimes the leader 
from which the gold is presumably dis- 
charged could be identified if it were not 
that specimens of an entirely opposite 
character embedded in greenstone, some- 
times combined both with greenstone and 
quartz, sometimes with quarts alooe. 
Often it is as fine as flour, again it will 
range from " colours" to nuggets of tereral 
ounces. It may be worth only ^^, x8s. 
per ounce : it may and does assay ;C3, xBs* 
and ;C4* — Queenslander. 

Leading jurenile (theatrical), 

the expression explains itself. 

Corresponds to the jtunt pre* 

mier of the French. 

Hamlet is the " lead," LAertes the Uad" 
tMg juvenile, and Horatio, though an ex- 
cellent pal, is known as the waUdag 
gentleman.— <^/»^^. 

Leafless tree (old cant), the gal- 
lows. 

Oh ! there never was life like the robber's 

— so 
Jolly, and bold, and free ; 
And its end — why, a cheer from the crowd 

below. 
And a leap from a leanest tree ! 

—Lord Lytton : Paul Clifford. 

Lean (printers), this is a metaphor 
used to indicate solid or bad 
paying work in contradistinc- 
tion to " fat '• or good work. 

Leanaway (slangy Australian), 
one who is tipsy. The meta- 



Leap — L/eft^handed, 
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phor is of oooTM from the 
drunkard's reeling. 

Leap the book (common), a &lse 
marriage, or one which is illegaL 

Leary (popular and thieyee), 
wide-awake, knowing, wary. 
Zearjf-bloke, a knowing or art- 
ful man. 

But mummery and slummery 
You must keep in your mind. 

For every day, mind what I say. 
Fresh fokements you will find. 

But stick to this while you can crawl, 

To stand till you're obliged to fall ; 

And when you're wide<awake to all. 

You'll be a Uary man. 

—Tkt Lemry Mam, 

Leary is from tear, to learn, 
obsolete or provincial Bnglish. 

On that sad book his shame and loss he 
Uared. — Spenser. 

Learj cum Fits (theatrical), a 
Tnlgar, impndent minor theatre 
actor, is usnallj described as 
a regular Leary eum FiU, 

Leather (American thieves), a 
pocket-book. 

He burst out into a grin, when the 
magistrate, who was up to his little game, 
suddenly asked him if he remembered how 
a certain eldeiiy gentleman had been rob* 
bed of his pocket-book while going oa 
board a steam ferry-boat. " Don't I just 
remember," he cried, " how we ' lifted * 
the old bloke's ^Uather:''^ American 
Newpsaper. 

(Football), the leaXker^ the 
football. 

Leather-head (Canadian), a swin- 
dler. 

Now the Senator is only a leaiker-kead, 
who made his pile by such and such a 
swindle, and the parson is a gospel-shark, 
mdv^Aodgtr.^PhilUppfWoUey: Tret- 
Hmge ^fa TendeffeeU 



Leather-himtiiig (orioket), this 
term is sometimes used to mean 
fielding. A/«UA«r-/kufi<tfi^game 
is one in which there Is much 
fielding to be done. 

Leather-necks (naval), a term 
for soldiers; from their leather 
stock, which to a sailor, with 
his neck free of any hindrance, 
most appear such an uncom- 
fortable appliance. 

Leathers (popular), the ears, 
otherwise " lugs." 

Leather, to (popular), to boat. 

L earing shop (thieves and 
others), an unlicensed pawn* 
broker's establishment. 

Led captain, a fashionable sponger 
or "swell," who by artifice 
ingratiates himself into the 
favours of the master of the 
house, and lives at his table 
(Hotten). 

Leer (old cant), a print, a news- 
paper; old Bnglish Urt^ to leam. 

Leet jiuy (popular), explained by 
quotation. 

The meddlesome fellows who had caused 
the disagreeable exposure were called a 
leet jury ^ whose business it was to poooce 
on evil-doers whenever they thought fit, 
once in the course of every month.—/. 
Greemwoed: Seven Curto of London, 

Left forepart (tailors), the wife. 

Left-handed wife (common), a 
mistress. Left^ or sinister, is in 
all languages applied to that 
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Left— Let. 



which is doabtf al or bad. In 
gypsy bongo means left-handed, 
crooked, or evil. Compare the 
French "manage de la main 
gaache.' 



(» 



Left, over the. Vide Ovsb thb 

LSFT. 

Leg (turf), abbreviation for black- 
leg, a bookmaker or ring-man. 

Leg-bail, to give (common), to 
run away, or decamp from lia- 
bility. 

Legg^gs (popular), a name for 
stockings. 

Leg it, to (popular), to run. 

Legs (American cadet), a nick- 
name given to a tall lanky 
man, one who is sparely and 
angularly built. 

Legs and arms (tailors), beer 
without any " body" in it. 

Lei (gypsy), to take, to arrest. 
Not uncommon among the lower 
orders in London. The writer 
has heard *' Look out, or you'll 
get lelled" said by one young 
girl to another within a few 
steps of Regent Street. It is 
from the third person indica- 
tive present, lela; first person, 
lava, 1 take. This use of the 
third person for all the others 
is usual in posh an* posh (half 
and half), or corrupted Romany, 
and it occurs in Hindustani. 

Length (theatrical), an arbitrary 
division of a part into so many 



components, after this fashion. 
Hamlet is thirty-seven leng^ihs, 
and seventeen lines. Each 
length is f orty-two lines. 

Acton do not learn their parts, they 
" study ** them, and they measure eadi 
part by Ungiks.—GMt, 

(Thieves), six months' impri- 
sonment. 

Let her flicker (American), said 
of any doubtful issue, the simile 
being that of a flame flickering 
in a draught of air, when it 
is doubtful whether it will be 
blown out or not. It may be re- 
marked that in American slang 
there is more metaphor than in 
that of any other country. 

" Well, Uncle, how do you stand oo the 
question of prohibition?" he called to an 
old darkey on the market yesterday. 

" Say, boss," slowly answered the old 
man, *' does dat probishun hev amythin* to 
do wid watermillyonsT" 

" Oh, no." 

*' Doan' take any off or put any oo 7 " 

•• No." 

" Den 111 stay home on leckshon day 
an' Ui 'erjlickerr 

Let her up 1 Let *er iq> ! (Ame- 
rican), stop there, be quiet for 
an instant, hear what I have 
to say. This agrees exactly 
with the Dutch Letter opt Let 
*er op toot ik se zeg / " Mark 
what I say to ye." 

Let his marbles go with the 
monkey, to (American), an ec- 
centric phrase derived from a 
story of a boy whose marbles 
were carried off by a monkey. 

But my sang:uinary hearers — ^let 'em try 
it Dey'U find dat Yankee Doodle ain't 



Let. 



13 



de boy ic Inff hit marMet go vnd dt 

mtonkty — not by a free (three) pint-jug full 

~-for he's bound to go ahead and let 'er 

'A^.—Bruddtr Banes' t CompUU Enter* 

tainment. 

f 

Let in, to (society), to cause to 
lose money by not yery upright 
means ; it is a conmion expres- 
sion in society. To^efm a friend 
is a low trick, and means to 
deceive, defraud, trick them. 

It is their friends and aoqdaintancet 
who are Ut in by them. — Smiurdap 
Rtvitw* 

(American), to attack, beat, 
abuse. 

" \ Ut inU the coot about east, I can 
tell yer," remarked Jake. "I gave him 
my opinion of himself, and threw in a 
character, gratis, of all his relations, all 
the way down to his aunt's usters." — 
Fireplug Motet. 

Let it slide (American, of English 
- origin), leave it to chance, leave 
it alone, do vrithout it. The 
metaphor is of course that of 
watching a thing slip without 
attempting to save it 

Let on, to (English and American), 
to appear to know or to show 
any acquaintance with a subject 
with which one may be quite 
familiar. 

Now, if I wanted to be one of those 
ponderous scientific people, and let on to 
prove what had occu r red in the remote 
past, by what had occurred in a given time 
in the recent past, or what will occur in 
the far future by what has occurred in 
late years, what an opportunity is here ! 
Geology never had such a chance, nor 
sodi exact data to argue from.— J!f«nl 
Twain. 



Also to admit, as, he never Ui 
on he knew me. 



Letter perfect (theatrical), know- 
ing one's part perfectly. 

Let the band play (American), 
equivalent to calling out for 
anything to begin, to start 
anything up, commence. A 
common cry to an orator to 
begin, or an exhortation to a 
speaker, actor, or any other 
person to let himself out^ or 
make an effort (C. Leland 
Harrison's MS. Collection of 
Americanisms). 

In England it is common 
to say, when anything reaches 
a climax, " Then the band 
played." 

Tableaux, and the hemd played.— Birii 
d Freedom. 

Letting down, or out, tncks 

(American), a phrase referring 
to making preparations, for ex- 
ample, in a building, with a 
view to future alterations. It 
is borrowed from the custom of 
making the trousers of rapidly 
growing boys or the dresses of 
girls with iuckt^ so that they 
may be let out or lengthened. 

In England, lei dcwn easily, 
means not taking advantage, 
or being lenient with one in 
difficulty. 

Letty (thieves), a bed ; from the 
Italian letto. Uded in the form 
"latty" by strolling actors, 
with whom the term originated. 

Let vp (Stock Exchange), a term 
to express the sudden disap- 
pearance of artificial causes of 



H 



Let — Level-headed. 



depresfion in the mooej-market, 
tbas earning money to become 
" tighter " and loans more diffi- 
cult to obtain. 

Let iq> on, to (American), to 
cea«e, to pause, rest, gire over 
for a time. 

Yoo caa't be miun — yoo canooc ur.c 
Yoa caoDOt always unik, 
Yoo mtut Ut up 0m crerytluDg 
From time to time awhile. 

— >4 Potm : Smsom of Paugkkeefsie. 

LeTanter (common), a card- 
abarper, or defaalting gambler, 
who makes himself scarce. 
Y%dt To LEVA5T. 

No prelusive murmurs had nni before 
this wild UvoHter of change.— Z>r Qmncty. 

Lerant, to (common), to go to 
the Levant, that is, to run away 
from one's creditors, to abscond ; 
to throw or run a levant, to play 
or stake and leave without pay- 
ing in case of loss. 

Never mind that, man (having no money 
to stake), run a itvant . . . but be cir- 
cumspect about the man. — Fitlding: Tom 
Jmus, 

To levant, run a levant, origi- 
nated in a pun on the words 
leave (provincial leve), and Levant, 
Compare with the French " faire 
Yoile en Levant,** to purloin 
or steal, and the Italian "an- 
dare in Levante, venire di Le^ 
vante,** to carry away, steal, 
which are respectively from a 
play on lever and levare, to raise, 
lift. These phrases belong to 
the numerous class of jocular 
expressions coined in the same 
way with allusions to some 



locality, as to be off to Bedford^ 
ikire or Land of Sod^ to feel 
sleepy; to go to PceUaa, feel 
btmgry, formerly Bumgmriem ; 
those in had circumstances are 
made to live in Queer Street, 
J^c. In French we meet with 
panning phrases of the same 
class, *' aller ^ yiori (nier),** to 
deny, the name of this town 
being suggested to the pedlars 
(who so much contributed to 
argot language) by the fre- 
quency of their visits to Xiort, 
formerly famous for its fairs. 
•• Aller k VertaOles (verser)," to 
be upset; **allerkCSscAaM(seca- 
cher)," to conceal oneself; "aller 
k Rouen (mine),'* to be ruined, a 
bankrupt ; " voyager en Car- 
nauaille (etre comard)," to be 
made a cuckold (same meta- 
phor in Italian) ; " envoyer k 
ir<>rta^n«(mort),"tokill; «*aller 
k Patrae (ad patres)," to die, &c. 
In Italian, " andar in Pieardia, 
a Longone, a Fuligno," to be 
hanged, &c 

Level best (American), when a 
man does the best he can, 
plainly, squarely, and fairly, not 
extravagantly, but by his aver- 
age ability. 

Let this be put upon his grave, 
He done his Uvel ttst. 

— Newspaper P^ems. 

Saying this he drew a wallet from the 

inner of his vest, 
And gave the tramp a dollar which it 

was his level best. 

— The Ballad of Charity. 

Level-headed (American), a man 
of plain, practical common- 



LevUe — Lickspittle. 
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•ease is said to be Utfd-headed, 
The phrase has become uni- 
versal within a few years. 

Levite (clerical), a term some- 
times used by beneficed divines 
of humble brethren whom they 
hire. The origin is to be f ofmd 
in the story of Micah and the 
young man of Bethlehem-Judah 
in Judges zvii 7-13. 

Lery (Lirerpool), a shilling. A 
term taken in all probability 
from the American 2evy, i,e,, an 
abbreviation of elevenpenny bit, 
also commonly called a shilling. 
Hotten suggests that it is de- 
rived from levy, a term used 
among labourers for a sum of 
money advanced to a workman 
before he has earned it. « There 
is a very great number of 
American terms current in 
Liverpool owing to its intimate 
commercial relations with New 
York. 

Libb, Ubbege (old cant), a bed. 
*' Mill the cuU to his long lOb,'* 
kill the man. From the Irish 
leaba. 

Liberties (Eton), an immunity 
from all fagging for the first 
ten days. 

Liberty (Eton School), the first 
six Oppidans, and the first six 
Oppidans in Fifth Form, who 
work with Sixth Form under 
the Head Master. (Nautical), 
liberty -maji, a man on leave; 
liberty-ticket, a pass. 



Library-cads (Winchester Col- 
lege), two juniors who have to 
keep the library in order, that 
they may set off other fagging. 

Lib, to (thieves), to sleep. 

Lick and a promise (popular), a 
wash of an imperfect nature. 
" 111 just give my face a liek amd 
apromite,*' le,, will do it more 
thoroughly later on. Aiso in 
general use to signify a cheap 
temporary remedy and repair 
for anything. Miss Baker in her 
'* Glossary of Northamptonshire 
Words " erroneously claimed 
this as a provincialism. 



Licker (popular), " that's a lieker 
to me," that "licks" me, is 
above my reach, beyond my 
conception. 

Lickety split (American). This 
means headlong, or at full 
speed. It also implies some- 
times go fast by exertion. There 
is an old English expression 
"to put in big licks," to do 
one's best, also to lick, to beat, 
which probably gives the origin 
of this expression. 

Lickety tplH it synonymous with the 
equally elegant phrase ** full chisel." He 
went lickety s^it down hill. Lickety cmi 
and lickety Uner are also used.— iVayf- 
lett: Dictionary of Americanismt. 

Lide into fits, to (common), to 
give a good thrashing. 

Lickspittle (common), a parasite, 
a cringing fellow. The French 
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Lie low, to (American), to keep 
to one's bed. 

Lie ofi^ to (tnrf), to make a wait- 
ing race by keeping some dis> 
■tance in rear of the other 
horses. A jockey is said to " lie 
out of his gronnd" when he 
poshes the lying off tactics to 
excess, and g^ts so far behind 
that he has little or no chance 
of making np the lost gronnd. 

Lifer (thieves), a man sentenced 
to penal servitude for life. 

They know what a clever lad he is; 
httll be a U/er. They'll make the Art- 
ful nothing less than a lifer. — CkarUs 
Dkhent: Oliver Twist. 

Mist -^— would niake it ap with the 
oomic villain if »he could, but his comic- 
ality is too much for her, so he probably 
lets " a Ufer."—Referu, 

Till recently there was a distinc- 
tion between being sentenced to 
penal servitude for life and for 
natural life. Good conduct 
might cause the release after 
some twenty-four years of a 
person sentenced for life, €.^., 
Constance Kent. The writer 
has had under him in prison a 
man who had endured a life 
sentence, got out, and got in 
again. 

Lift (football players), a kick at 
footbalL 

Lifter (old cant), a thiol Used 
by Shakspeare in **Troilus and 
Cressida.*' The word survives in 
shop-Zt/ker, one who steals from 
% shop, but does not apply to 
one who steals in a shop by false 



weight and measure, and adul- 
terated goods. Also a crutch. 

Lift, to (thieves), to steaL 

At one time I had a very pleasant com- 
panion whose speciality was stealing cattle. 
He was a Newcastle man, and had done 
three "laggings" for liJUng cattle. — 
Evemnff News. 

This should be naturally un- 
derstood in the sense of taking 
off, removing, just as in French 
sluig souUver, to raise, to lift» 
means to steal ; but the Rev. A. 
Smythe Palmer's " Folk Etymo- 
logy " says, '* It has nothing to do 
with lift, raise, but is (like gr^f-t 
for graff), an incorrect form of 
liff, cogpmte with Gk>thic U^an, 
Latin cUpere, Greek JdipUin, to 
steaL Elepto-mania is a mania 
for Ufting." 

And so whan a man wold bryng them to 

thryft, 
They wyll hym rob, and fro his good hym 

/•//. . 

-'TAe Hye Way to tJu Spyttel 
Hou*. 

A lift or lifter is an old word 
for a thief or shop-lifter ; it now 
means a theft. 

Is he so young a man and so old a 
li/terf—Skaks^are: Troilus and Crts- 
$ideu 

Women are more subtile . . . than the 
cunningest foyst, nip, H/l. — Greene : 
Theeves falling out. 

(Sport), to 2»/i in a walking 
race is to lift your knees unduly 
into a run or shamble, to break 
into an unfair walk or trot. 

Light (popular), though a popu- 
lar slang term to a certain ex- 



Light- — Lights. 
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tent, it is spedallj nsed by 
printers, being nsnally applied 
to credit at a pnblio-honse. 
While a man can obtain this 
he is safe from having his light 
put ont. 

Lii:ht bob (military), light in. 
f antry soldier. 

Light feeder (thieves), a silver 
spoon. 

Light frigate (old cant), a woman 
of loose morals. 

Lightmans (old cant), night. 

Or els« he sweares by the lighimant 
To put our stamps in the Harmans. 

— T. Dtkkeri Ltmthome aud 
CamdU-Ligkt, 

Light -master (printers). This 
term is applied to the soan who 
acts as a " go-between " between 
the landlord of the house of call 
and the workmen that avail 
themselves of it. He is gene- 
rally one of the workmen of a 
large establishment, and intro- 
duces new clients, and arranges 
matters, and gives the landlord 
the *'tip*' in case the indebted 
one should be leaving his situa- 
tion, and thus probably avoid- 
ing payment. 

Lightning (common), a name for 
gin. 

The man holds out a tin mug in his 
dirt • begrimed hand. According to his 
views, this is the first step of hospitality. 
She sniffs cautiously. 

" Don't like its smell." 

•• It's lightning:* 

VOL. II. 



The child takes a gulp of the raw spirit, 
chokes, coughs, and bursts into angry 
sobs. — Savage Lcndom, 

A flash of liglUningt a glass 
of gin. 

Lis^htning changers, shifters 
(American), women thieves who 
can in a minute, by adroit and 
ingenious manipulation, change 
their dress in a most extraor- 
dinary manner. The process 
is fully described in the follow- 
ing extract from the Chicago 
Tribune : — 

She %ras arrajred in the garments of m 
itgktning cAangg artist^ and could, without 
the removal of an article, change her dres» 
into four distinct styles. When arrested 
she wore a black cashmere dress, a tight' 
fitting bodice of the same colour and mate- 
rial, and a hat with a wide brim. A swift 
displacement of hooks, eyes, and buttons, 
a deft adjustment of unseen fastenings 
here and there, a crushing squeeze <^ the 
hat, and the woman stood with a brown 
woollen dress with corded front bodice, 
and a neat little turban upon her head* 
Another set of numipulations and the dress 
was transformed into a gown, the turban 
gave place to a coif, a chaplet fell from the 
girdle, and the woman stood arrayed as a 
brown nun. Once more a tug of the skirt, 
a yank at the coif and waist, a flash of the 
hands, everywhere at once, and the nun 
was transformed into a young lady of 
aspiring fashion, in bright-coloured alpaca 
and the original wide-brimmed hat. 

There is also a dress worn by 
women of this class in Paris^ 
consisting of all the garments 
in one, so made that in a few 
seconds the whole may be slip- 
ped off, and the wearer be left 
in euerpo. 

Lights or top-lights (popular), 
the eyes. 

B 
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Like — Line. 



Like bricks (popular), quickly, 
with energy. 

Charley Dix, cut hU sticks, liJkt bricks. 

—Punch, 

This morning did my laundress bring 

My shirt back in a stew, 
Says she, " If I wash this again, 

I shall wash it into two." 
" Into two ! " I cried, '* you don't mean that? 

Go, wash away liJU brkks^ 
For you'll be doing me a service 

If you'll wash it into six." 

— Popular Song. 

Like one o'clock (popular), 
rapidly. "She tipped off her 
twopen'orth Ixkt one o'doek.** 

Lil (gypsy and common canting), 
a book, a paper or document or 
letter, a five-pound note. In 
American gypsy a Zi/ is a dollar, 
also a bad bank-bill. In canting, 
a pocket-book. Gypsies call a 
purse a hiui or gunno, 

Lily Benjamin (popular), a long 
white coat, such as worn by 
umpires at cricket. 

Lim (university), from Dr. 
Limeon of King's; an evan- 
gelically-minded student, a 
" piman. " (American), a funny 
fellow or clown. 

Limb, an angry epithet applied to 
an ill-tempered child or woman. 
An abbreviation of limb of the 
deviL 

"Now listen, you young limb" whis- 
pered Sikes, drawing a dark lantern from 
his pocket, and throwing the glare full on 
Oliver's face, "I'm a going to push you 
thiDugh there."— Z>icinw: Oliver Twist. 



A young or obscure lawyer is 
vulgarly called a limh of the 
law, or a limb of Satan. The 
word, according to Halliwell's 
" Archaic Dictionary," generally 
seems to imply deterioration; 
a limb was even held to signify 
a determined sensualist. A man 
overmuch addicted to a thing 
was anciently said to be a limb 
for it. 

Limburger, the real (American), 
used grotesquely in many ways, 
especially to anything actually 
or genuinely Grerman. The 
Limburg cheese has a strong 
smell, which is intolerable to 
those who are not accustomed 
to it, for which reason it is 
sometimes called ** knock me 
down at forty rods." 

Lime basket (popular), as dry as 
a lime baskett very thirsty. 

Mr. Chitling wound up his observations 
by stating that he had not touched a drop 
of anything for forty-two mortal kmg 
hard'Working days ; and that " he wished 
he might be busted if he wam't as dry as 
a linu basket."— CAarUs Dickens, 

Lime juicer (nautical), a nick- 
name given by Americans to 
English vessels and seamen on 
account of the compulsory prac- 
tice of serving out lime juice as 
an anti-scorbutic. 

Line (tailors), a job line is an 
occasional clearance ; a l^jargain. 
(Common), on the line, a picture 
is said to be hung on the line 
at the Royal Academy w)ien it 
is in the best position, that is, 



Lineage — Up. 
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at the height of the spectator's 
eye. 

Lineage (jonmalistio), oontribn- 
tion to a newspaper paid at so 
much a line. 

He was a ttmggliog yooog writer, 
already engaged on two weeklies, at a 
rate of remoneration yclept ii/umgr, saf- 
fident to provide him with whisky and 
cigarettes.— ^in/ ^ Frttdom. 

Linen, the curtain in a theatre. 
In Ireland they say, " Up with 
the Untn and make a beginnin'." 

Linen arboora (American cadet), 
the dormitories. 

Liner (studios), a picture hung 
up high at the exhibition. 
(Journalistic), a casual reporter. 
Diminutive of penny - a - ^ttier 
(Hotten). 

Lines (theatrical), an actor's own 
part which he has to leam. 
It may happen that an actor 
will know nothing whatever of 
the play in which he is taking 
part b^ond his own Umm and 
the cues which guide him, 

(West America), explained by 
quotation. 

Without stopping the ooacb-honea or 
his own, Billy scrambled upon the vehicle 
with hb post-bags, and relieved the driver 
of the lines,— H, L, WiUiafH*: In tJU 
Wild Wett. 

Lines, on (printers), an expres- 
sion used by compositors to 
intimate that the companion- 
ship is in full swing. Mostly 
used to indicate the resumption 
of business after '* catting the 



{ine." A reference to the fact 
that their earnings depend on 
the number of lines composed. 

Line, to get in a (popular), to 
hoax. 

Lingo (popular), language, 
speech, slang. Latin, /in^uo. 

Lint-scraper (medical), a young 
and inexperienced medical man. 
Applied by Mr. Batchelor to Mr. 
Drencher, M.RC.S.I., together 
with other expletives, as pestle- 
grinder, &a, in Thackeray's 
" Level the Widower." 

Lintys (theatrical), a name 
associated with sprites. Pos- 
sibly from the French lutin$. 

Lionesses (Oxford), ladies visiting 
an Oxford man. 

Lip (popular), talk, impudence. 

Lipey (popular), a common mode 
of address among the lowest 
class. " What cher, Zi^, if you 
see my Rachel, slap her chops, 
and send her *ome." Possibly 
from the German IxAe. 

Lip-lap, a vulgar and disparaging 
nickname given in the Dutch 
East Indies to Eurasians, and 
corresponding to the Anglo- 
Indian cAf«-cAee (Anglo-Indian 
Glossary). 

Lip, to give (nautical), to chatter, 
to prattle. 
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Liquorous — Uttle, 



Liquorous, lustful, inordinately 
amorous, a corruption of lecher- 
ous. 

While thus Nasta;;io sought his own 

decay 
By liqttorxms lust. 

—Turbtrville. 

Liquor np (common), a drink, to 
liqwiT up. Of American origin. 

I had a thirsty neighbour next door, 
and so I accepted the offer of a iiqucr up. 
'— Evening Nevus. 

The report of hu mission included that 
he had passed the portals of the '* lliree 
Stoats'* and " had liquored up" with the 
trorthy landlord.—/. Gteenwood : Dick 
Temple. 



(old cant), the lips. 



Lissum (popular), pliant, supple. 

List, on the (popular), in dis- 
favour. An abbreviation of the 
well-known '* on the black liH.** 
It was introduced in a popu- 
lar opera, "The Mikado," and 
since that time has been very 
general. 

Listeninfif backwards (common), 
or as in Ireland, " walking hack- 
foards" Those who do these 
things are regarded as having 
the '*evil eje,*' and also the 
misuse of any faculty or talent. 

Listening and walking backwards is 
coosidered unlucky in Ireland, and chil- 
dren are cautioned carefully to avoid both, 
oo the ground that God has given them 
fiicolties to be rightly used, and not con- 
trary to the manner for which these were 
designed. I have often seen the children of 
the peasantry severely reprimanded, and 
not unfrequently punished, for breaches 
of the direct natural law of the sense of 



hearing and the order of motion. — Notes 
and Queries. 

Little ben (thieves), a waist- 
coat. 

Little church round the comer 
(American), a slang term for a 
drinkiiig-place. 

Little end of the horn (American), 
an expression first made popu- 
lar in the Jack Downing Let- 
ters. Bartlett defines *' coming 
out at the lUUt end of the hem " 
as being said when a ridicu- 
lously small effect has been 
produced after great effort and 
much boasting. It would be 
more correct to define it as fail- 
ing or coming to loss, grief, or 
poverty in any way. Probably 
derived from old drinking cus- 
toms. He who missed at guess- 
ing riddles was obliged to drink 
from the little end or tip of 
the horn while the victor 
drank from the brim. The horn 
seems in popular parlance to be 
connected with evil, contrary 
to old folk-lore, which made 
it a symbol of abundance and 
a protection against eviL ** In 
a horn " is a refusal, or a quali- 
fication of falsehood. Homt 
denote a cuckold, and Aom- 
twoggU means mere nonsense 
or humbug. 

Little England (West Indian), 
Barbados. The inhabitants of 
this island rightly or wrongly 
are credited with egregious self- 
complacency and esteem. The 
following is the incident which 



Little. 
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led to this sobriquet beings 
given to the miniatore island 
in the Caribbean Sea, which to 
tell the truth is intensely British 
in eyerything compared to the 
other islands. Charles II. was 
in exile ; he had lost his throne, 
and there seemed little chance 
of his ever recovering it. The 
placky Brins, who were royalist 
to the backbone, then sent a 
humble address to the exiled 
king, "bidding him be of good 
cheer and stout of heart, re- 
minding him in his exile that 
all was not lost, for, although 
all the world might be against 
him, Barbados was ever at his 
back." In consequence of this 
grandiloquent assurance the 
island has ever since been 
satirically called Little England. 

Little go (Cambridge University), 
a public examination held early 
in the course, "wjuch," says 
Lyell, ** from it being less strict 
or less important in its conse- 
quences than the final one, has 
received this appellation." 

. . . whether a regular attendance on 
the lecture of the college would secure me 
a qualification against my first public 
examination ; which is here called the 
littie go.— The Etonian, 
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Also calledat Oxford " smalls. 



You must be prepared with your list 
of books, your Testament for responsioni 
(by undergraduates called littls go or 
"smalls"), and also your certificate of 
matriculation.— Ctf/&yi<»«' Cmdt. 

Little Hell, explained by quota- 
tion. 



There are few worse places in London, 
than certain parts of Cow Cross, especially 
that part of it anciently known as Jack 
Ketch's Warren, or LittU HtU^ as the in- 
habitants more commonly designate it, on 
account of the number of subjects it pro- 
duced for the operations of the common 
hangman. — Grttnwood: Seven Cunes ^ 
London, 

Little man (Eton), a footman. 

He called the footman (or UttU man, 
as was the generic term for this class of 
domestic at my tutor's), and bade him 
reach down the obnoxious placard. To 
hear in this case was, unfortunately, not 
to obey. Little man visited the roof, re- 
connoitred the position, felt his own weak- 
ness, and, coming down, confessed to the 
tutor that he *' dursna do it 1 "Sketcky 
Memoirs of Eton, 

Little off, a (American, also 
English), slightly incorrect or 
erroneous, insane, poor, re- 
served. From a term used by 
dealers in diamonds, "off colour." 

Your reply to "three Tribune sob- 
scribers " in this morning's Tribune in re- 
gard to private secretxuies of United States 
Senators is a little off, — Chicago Tri- 
bmte. 

After that be was alwajrs a Uttle off, as 
he had no money left, or friends to help 
lum. He was a queer fellow, that old 
man, and he had a gait in walking I shall 
never fat^^t.— Chicago Tribune. 

(Common), little qff colour, 
unwell, slightly intoxicated. 

Little side (Rugby), a term ap- 
plied to all games at Rugb^ 
organised from a '* house " stan- 
dard, e.g., little Me footbalL 

Little anakesman (thieves), a 
young thief who is passed 
through an aperture to let in 
the others. 
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Live — Load. 



(American), not only alive, 
but also intelligent, vigorous, 
and progressive. *' A live Yan- 
kee." In the Western news- 
papers "a live man" seems to 
generally signify one who is 
vigorous and intelligent but un- 
educated, in accordance with 
a popular belief that an indi- 
vidual who has never been to 
school, or at least who has had 
only the simplest education, 
must naturally be far better 
qualified for positions requiring 
culture and knowledge than 
any other. The writer has be- 
fore him a number of one 
of the most widely circulated 
journals in America, in which 
. it is editorially asserted that 
to fill diplomatic appointments 
in Europe, what is required is 
not a man who *' knows French," 
or who has been to college, or 
moved in society, but a *^liv€ 
practical man," plainly indicat- 
ing that in the mind of the 
editor in question there is 
a direct antagonism between 
education and capacity to fill 
responsible offices. Of late live^ 
extended from America to Eng- 
land, has begun to signify excel- 
lence, even in inanimate objects. 

So Maria and me goes to a big 'ouse in 
m firied fish and whelk-stall sort o' neigh- 
bourhood. We goes up ever so many 
stairs till we gets into a enormous attic at 
the top, when you 'as to pass mysterious 
like through a big curting. The attic had 
all its walls covered with noosepapers in 
foreign languages, and proclamations was 
stuck up with big borders, as reminded 
me of the big posters of "a wholesale 
grocery store will open on Saturday night. 



A real Iht glass milk-jug and a splendid 
pair of plated tongs given to every lady 
that buys one pound of our two-shilling 
Bohea.**— /*•<}»; MurdU Visitifi£. 

Ltvener (military), an early morn- 
ing drink. 

Liverpool tailor (tailors), one who 
sits with his hat and coat on, 
ready for the road. 

Live to the door, to (popular), 
to live up to one's means. A 
variant is, to live up to the 
knocker (which see). 

Living K^ (nautical), a fearful 
storm. 

Liza (popular), generally used in 
the injunction, "Outside, Zrisa/" 
that is, be off, addressed to any 
person. 

Loaded for bears (American). 
This expression signifies that a 
man is slightly intoxicated, 
enough to feel ready to con- 
front danger. Equivalents for 
it are, a little shot, soothed, a 
little set up. 

Loaded to the gunwales (Ameri- 
can), intoxicated, fulL 

Sis said she was afraid you'd come 
home and make it lively for 'em, but Sis' 
beau said he guessed you wouldn't come 
home and make any trouble, as he saw 
you at a sample-room loaded to tko gun- 
waits. What did he mean?— ^/. Paul 
Globe, 

Load on (American). A man 
who walks unsteadily, owing 
to intoxication, is said to have 
a load on, ''to be loaded," "to 



Load — Loaftr. 
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have a tnrkej on his back/' t.e., 
to have more than he can cany. 
Also "He walks like he was 
carrying a pig» and a darned 
discontented one at that." Also 
English. 

Load np, to (American), a term 
pecoliar to the Stock Exchange, 
meaning to obtain or accumu- 
late. 

The few men who make money in Wall 
Street speculation sell when the crowd 
IS clamooring to bay, as they have been 
the last week, and the many who lose 
alwasrs rush in on snch occasions to had 
np to the extent of their ability.— OT/oicA 
Repifrt, 

Loafer (military), a soldier em- 
ployed on the staff, or in any 
capacity that takes him from 
his regular *' sentry-go*' duty. 

YOt OUTFTTTKB. 

(American), originally a pil- 
fering vagabond; now applied, 
to idlers and hangers-about of 
every description. The term 
is now recognised and in com- 
mon use in England. There 
have been many suggestions as 
to the origin of this now familiar 
word. Bartlett declares, rather 
boldly, that it came into the 
United States "probably from 
Mexico or Texas, and derives 
it from the Spanish gaUoftro, or 
gdllpfot a vagabond." But this 
would imply the first Mexican 
war, at least, as the date of its 
advent. The word loafer, how- 
ever, was oommon in New Eng- 
land and Philadelphia in 1834, 
1835, but it was generally ap* 
pUed by boys to "pUfering." 



They would say in jest, *' Where 
did you loaf that?" Loafer^ 
merely as a drunken, thievish 
bunmier, succeeded this. 

At this time all the sketches 
of the genus loafer represented 
him as a petty pilferer, one who 
carried a gimlet and tube with 
him to steal whisky from the 
barrels, and who was popularly 
regarded as a lazy sponger of 
food and garments. In the first 
year of the Ntw York Ilendd, 
and in the sketches of J. C. Neal 
as well as in other "life pictures " 
of the time, the Uxrfer is always a 
pilfering bummer of the lowest 
class. It was several years be- 
fore the word was extended to 
mean a Jldneur of any kind 
whatever. Bartlett says that 
** the origin of this word is alto- 
gether uncertain. Two etjrmo- 
logles have been suggested for 
it ; namely, the Oerman Uo^ifttt 
a runner (compare the Dutch 
lugUoper and landloopert a va- 
grant), and the Spanish gaUofero^ 
abbreviated gaUofo, whence the 
Italian gagloffo (7), a wandering 
mendicant, a vagabond. The 
Spanish gaUofa means what was 
given to the gaUoferoi, alms, 
vegetables, ftc." It may here be 
observed that laufer in German 
thieves' slang is the abbreviate 
of lamdlavftrt which means ex- 
actly and precisely a tramp or 
loaftr in its later American sense. 
As regards the Dutch, there is 
in its low slang the word loever, 
from loevent to go {gaan), to 
stroll about ; but with the 
sense of going astray or out 
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Loafer- — Lock. 



of the course. Compare (says 
Teirlinck) with loeven, op zee van 
den koeri ofvnjken, op tide tturen 
(to go aside out of the course — 
to luff). Loever is pronounced 
almost like loafer, and meaning 
the same, that is, one who idly 
strolls here and there, allows 
but little room for doubt as to 
its New York derivation. In 
old English cant loaver was the 
same with loure, to steal, as 
well as money. It would seem 
as if it had kept an unnoticed 
place in English slang, and then 
in America been influenced by 
or combined with the Dutch 
loever, or loefer, f being synony- 
mous with V. 

Loaf, to, an Americanism which 
has become a recognised word, 
to idle about. 

Shoeblacks are compelled to a great deal 
of unavoidable loafing; but certainly this 
one loafed rather energetically, for he was 
hot and frantic in his play. — H. Kingtley : 
Xavenshoe. 

(American University), to bor- 
row anything, generally without 
any intention of returning it. 

Loaver (popular), money. From 
the gypsy louver, specie, or 
coin. 

Lob (thieves), a till ; properly 
something heavy. Zo6-sneak- 
ing, stealing the contents of 
tills. To pinch a lob has the 
same signification. Xo6-crawler, 
a thief who crawls into a shop, 
and behind the counter, to rifle 
the till. 



Poor old Tim, the Zo^-crawler, fell from 
Raclcer and got pinched. — Hartley: Jot- 
Hngtfrom Jail, 

Also a box, snuff-box. (Pugi- 
listic), the head. Properly a 
large lump. 

Lobber or looper (American), 
run, curdled, coagulated, run 
together. A New York term, 
from the Dutch loopen, to run ; 
ky hrft de loop, he has a loose- 
ness ; een loopend water, run- 
ning water. Bartlett says very 
correctly that the proper term 
ialoppered. 

Loblolly boy, a derisive term for 
a surgeon's mate in the navy. 
Loblolly is water-gruel, or spoon 
meat. 

Lobster (popular). Sailors dressed 
in blue were vulgarly called raw 
lobsters in the first five decades 
of the present century, and sol- 
diers were called boiled lobsters 
from the colour of their coats. 
Soldiers were sometimes and 
are still called crabs. The name 
of lobtter has been in later times 
transferred to the policeman. 

Lobster-boz (popular), a barrack. 

Lobster, to (Winchester Collie), 
to weep, which makes the eyes 
and face red. 

Lock (jailors), "on the lock,** 
attending to prisoners. (Old 
cant), a receiver of stolen goods. 

That woman they spoke to is a lock, 
«&«* receiver and buyer of stolen goods. 
^Hitchin: A True Ducevirj, ^c. 



Lock — Loco-foco. 
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Abbreviated from " lock all 
fast," which had the same 
meaning. The lock, the maga- 
zine or warehooBe whither the 
thieves carry stolen goods. 
Locky also chance, means of 
livelihood. " He stood a queer 
lock" he stood an indifferent 
chance. "What lock do jon 
cut?" how do you get your 
livelihood? In this sense it 
seems to be the same word as 
hirk, which has the same mean- 
ing. It must be remembered 
that in many canting diction- 
aries distortions of words con- 
stantly occurs 

Lockees (Westminster School), 
lock-house. 

Locker (old cant), explained by 
quotation. 

I am a lockert I leave goods at a house 
and borrow money on them, pretending 
that they are made in London. — Hitchin : 
A True Discovery ^ df'c. 

Vide Look. 

Lock, stock, and tMurel (Ameri- 
can). Bartlett says of this 
phrase that it means the whole, 
a figurative expression borrowed 
from sportsmen and having re- 
ference to a gun. Sometimes 
we hear horse, foot, and artil- 
lery used in the same phrase. 
It is also very commonly used 
to say that anything has been 
so renewed that nothing of the 
original is left, from the story 
of a fine gun which had be- 
longed to General Washington 
or some other great man, and 



of which certain portions were 
new, such as the lock, stock, 
barrd, and ramrod. Also used 
in reference to a knife which 
had a new blade, and then a 
new handle, and again a new 
blade, and so on for many 
restorations, but which "was 
still the same old knife." 

Lock-ups (Harrow School), de- 
tention in study. 

Loco-foco (American). Bartlett 
defines this, as " i. A self -ignit- 
ing match (or cigar); 2. the 
name by which the Democratic 
party was (till within a few 
years) extensively distinguished 
throughout the United States." 
He also gives the history of the 
match, and how its name came 
to be applied to the Democrats, 
all of which the writer can con- 
firm from memory. It is very 
doubtful, however, whether the 
matches took their name from 
"locomotive." The wild fiash 
which the first matches made 
when ' ' snapped off " was greatly 
admired. They were sold in 
combs of about twenty matches 
in the piece, 144 matches cost- 
ing 12^ cents (6d.). This was, 
in 1834, 1835. Boys regarded 
them as a kind of fireworks. 
The writer was the first to in- 
troduce them to his school, and 
to a large rural neighbourhood, 
where they excited as mnoh 
astonishment as they now do 
among savages. He has always 
been under the impression since 
early boyhood that the name is 
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Loco^foco — Loller. 



derived from a barbarous com- 
bination of loc(^ the Spanisb 
for "mad," and foco {i,e. fue- 
go), "fire," UteraUy wild-fire. 
If arck, the inventor or patentee, 
had in all probability the Ger- 
man word irrlicht, as well as 
the English " wild-fire,*' to guide 
}%{m in the name. 

Locomottre (American), a drink 
made of half of the yolk of an 
egg, a tablespoonful of honey, 
a dash of cora^oa, a flavoaring 
of cloves, all whisked thoroughly 
together in a quarter of a pint 
of hot Borgondy. A winter 
drink. 

LocomotiTe tailor (tailors), one 
who travels by train. 

Loddomy, luddemy ker (gypsy), a 
lodging-house ; lodtUr, to lodge ; 
haro loddomy ker, a hotel, we., a 
great lodging-house; loddomen- 
gro, a lodger ; loddomtngro rye, 
a landlord. 

Loge (old cant), a watch; from 
the French horlogt, 

Lo^e (theatrical), an ornament 
made from sina So called from 
one David Logie, who invented 
it. At one period these orna- 
ments were made as large as 
saucers, and were in great vogue 
in transformation scenes, and 
halls of enchantment, in which 
they dazzled and delighted the 
eyes of the rising generation. 

Loff-roUing^ (American), explained 
M follows by the CbmAttf if o^A- 



une: "Zo^-roUtVi^ is a somewhat 
rare term in England, but is 
well understood at Washington. 
When a backwoodsman cuts 
down trees, his neighbours help 
him to roll them away, and in 
return he helps them with their 
trees; so in Congress, when 
members support a bill, not 
because they are interested 
therein, but simply to gain the 
help of its promoters for some 
scheme of their own, their 
action is called log-rcXUmg,** A 
log- rolling in America, where 
neighbours meet to bring logs 
tog^her to build a house, is 
generally made the occasion of 
a frolic. 

Logy (American), dull, slow, 
awkward; " he's a regular to^y." 
Also loggy, i.f., like a log. It 
would seem also to be derived 
from the Dutch log, heavy, slow, 
unwieldy. Een log verttand, a 
dull wit (Jewel). 

John Clossen was a real logy. 
Heavy, bungling, dull old fogy. 
Yet he had his startlin' flashes. 
Now and then like flames from asbcft. 
And it made the people stare 
To think that embers still were there. 
— Sunday Courier, 

LoU (American), a favourite child, 
the mother's darling. 

LoUer (American), usually ap- 
plied to a lively, sportive damsel, 
or "bit of muslin." 

Oh, if she is a hUer, 
I would like to be her loll 1 
And if she is a scholar, 
Let me torn into a ichol 



Lolly — iMng-knife. 
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Or whate'er she scholarises 
Or whate'er she tries to do, 
Or what kind of game arises. 
So she'd oDly pot me through I 

—A Song: Poorjonu* 

Lolly (pngilistic), the head. 

Lone ducks, lone doves, quiet 
mice. Women who hire their 
apartments, where they receiye 
gentlemen visitors, or who go 
with them to houses of assigna- 
tion. A woman without a f ou- 
teneuTf one who tries as much 
as possible to evade observation, 
and to keep np a respectable ap- 
pearance. This class of women 
has increased incredibly within 
a very few years in London, as 
in all the larger American cities. 

Long (University), explained by 
quotation. 

"LastZ^M^f" " Hem 1 last protracted 
vacation."— CAar&x Xtade : Hard Cask, 

Long bow. Vide Draw. 

Long ear (American University), 
a sober, religiously - minded 
student. The reverse is called 
a short ear. 

Long-faced one (army), a horse.' 

Long feathers (army), straw. 
In French argot j^me de 
Beauee, La Beauce, formerly 
a province, is renowned for its 
wheat, and consequently straw. 

Long firm (common), an associa- 
tion of swindlers who pretend 
to be a solvent firm of traders. 
It is called hande noire by the 
French. 



The Austrian Consul-General in London 
having informed the Vienna Chamber of 
Commerce that Austrian merchants have 
repeatedly incurred heavy loss by giving 
credit to iong- Jlrms in England, the 
Chamber has issued a notice warning 
traders of the risk of opening accounts 
with foreign customers, without first ob- 
taining satisfactory information respecting 
their position. — Statidard. 

The police reports give us occasional 
glimpses of what are called long Jirma, 
but glimpses which are for the most part 
deceptive. They show us small bands of 
disreputable people taking premises in 
busy quarters, starting sham businesses, 
and obtaining goods from manufactorera 
for whidi they never intend to pay, and 
which they dispose of as quickly as pos- 
uble at any price they will fetch. The 
reports go on to show us how this kind of 
thing lasts until one or other of the vic- 
timised manufacturers sets the police iqmo 
the track of the swindlers, who are invari- 
ably hunted up and arrested, when th« 
business collapses.— T^A^r Frtdur: Shady 
Pious, 

Long-ghost (common), a tall, 
thin person. 

Long-haired chun (tailors), a 
young woman, a young lady 
friend. 

Long-knife (American), a white 
man, so called from the swords 
which the first settlers wore. 
The term came from the Algon- 
kin Indians. In Chippeway to 
this day the term for a white 
man is tku-mSkcmyim^ ue., great 
or long-knife. The writer once 
knew a very refined and beauti- 
ful young lady, a Miss Foster, 
of Philadelphia, and abo an old 
Indian whose name meant '*He 
who changes his position while 
sitting," but who was termed 
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Martin '* for short." Martin 
nsually smoked a very handsome 
poaugun, or pipe moonted with 
silver, but one day he appeared 
with a miserable affair, made of 
freestone, not worth a sixpence. 
On the writer's asking him what 
he had done with the fine 
calumet, he replied, "I sold it 
yesterday to the ehee'indkomon 
ikwehf" — to the long-knife woman. 
The *' loTig-hnife woman " re- 
ferred to was Miss Foster. 

Long-oats (army), fork or handle 
of a broom used to belabour a 
horse with. 

Long paper (Winchester College), 
paper for writing tasks on. 

Longs (Fenian), rifles. 

Longs and "shorts" for rifles and re- 
Yolven were familiar enough names to 
those who followed the Fenian trials a 
score of years ago.— ^/. James's Gasette, 

Longs and shorts (gambling 
cheats), cards contrived for 
cheating. 

Long-shore butcher (nautical), 
a coastguardsman. 

Long shots (turf), to take the 
long $1wt9 is to back a horse 
which is not in popular favour 
at the moment, and against 
which the bookmakers there- 
fore give a larger rate of odds. 
It is in fact a form of speculat- 
ing for the rise. 

- Button Park and Bonnie Lassie, at 33 
to z each, seem fairly well backed ; but 
the outsiders that smack of business 
amongst the l<mg-shot division are Ten 
Broeck and Althorp.— jPtn/ (f Frttdom, 



How oft at mom we've laughed to scorn 

A long shots chance to win ; 
How oft at eve we've had to grieve 

O'er our departed tin. 
We've had the tip, and let it slip. 

What's done we can't retract, 
And we have to pay on the settling day. 

O'er the winner we might have backed. 
— Sporting Times. 

Long-tailed one (thieves), a bank 
note for a large amount. 

Long tails (sporting), pheasants, 
greyhounds. 

Long ton (miners), twenty- 
one hundredweight. In the 
coal trade they usually reckon 
twenty-one tons as twenty. 

Long trot (popular), explained by 
quotation. 

We was 'bliged to shoot the load afore 
we could begin ag'in. Sometimes we had 
to do the long trot (go home) with it, and 
so sp'iled a whole artemoon. —Greenwood: 
Seven Curses 0/ London, 

Lonsdale's nine-pins (political), 
the nine boroughs for which 
Lord Lonsdale used to send up 
members to St. Stephen's. A 
repartee connected with them 
is attributed to Burke. 

Loo (common), for the good of 
the loot for the benefit of the 
company or the community^ 

Loocher (Anglo-Indian), a low 
and especially a lascivious black- 
guard. Hind, luehcha^ a lecher ; 
the being one, luchchi pana. In 
English gypsy luehipen or lui' 
chipen, lustf ulness. 



Lodd — Looter. 
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Loo*d, looed (English and Ameri- 
can), beaten or defeated. **A 
term borrowed from the game 
caUed*loo'"(Bartlett). In a list 
of imaginary last words attri- 
buted to notorious Southern 
characters, Bella Boyd, a cele- 
brated fast woman and female 
spy, was represented as say- 
ing, ** I'm looed,** In provin- 
cial English, looed means sup- 
planted. 

Looking-glass, ancient slang for 
a chamber utensil, derived from 
the usual examination made by 
medical men, for diagnosing the 
probable ailments of their 
patients. In Ireland the neces- 
sary article is often, if not com- 
monly, called a "Twiss," be- 
cause the portrait of that once 
noted politician appeared as an 
ornament at the bottom, pro- 
duced for ready sale by a 
satirical and patriotic earthen- 
ware manufacturer in Cole- 
raine to perpetuate the name 
and fame of Mr. Twiss, for 
having slandered the women of 
Ireland by a baseless accusation 
of unchastity. The aocusation 
was denied, but the penalty 
remained, by the operation of 
the principle sarcastically re- 
commended by Douglas Jerrold 
in aU cases of doubt : if you do 
not know the rights of a thing, 
believe the worst. 

Looking on (turf), one of the 
many terms which imply that 
a horse is not intended to do 
his best in a race. 



Look niiie ways for Sundays, to 

(nautical), to squint. 

Look-see pidgin (pidgin), mere 
sham, hypocrisy. " This is all 
look'iee pidgin" (Anglo-Chinese 
newspaper), religious humbug. 

My tink he cat he makee chin-chin Fo, 
My tinkee puAS<at be Joss-pidgin-num 
Who no can ckow-ckow meat — hoi-yak / 

fk'hoyi 
Dat cat hab cheatee, 'cheatee, dieatee 

my; 
My tink he "hood— he all too bad — nuu* 

kit! 
He Jo«8-pidgin be all look-set pidgin^ 
My wish dat cat be dam — ^wit' evely-ting ! 
For iiUo worl' be bad, an' all be bad, 
An* evely side hab pixen— cats an' tlaps. 
My no can do make tlust one man no 

more. 

^TkeCat, 

Loon -flat (old cant), thirteen- 
pence halfpenny. 

Loose-box, a term sometimes 
applied to a broughanu 

Loose ends (cpmmon). When a 
business is neglected, or its 
finances are in a precarious 
condition, it is said to be at 
loou ends. 

Loose, on the (common), out 
carousing. 

At the same fair, Jem Moor was about 
three-quarters and an eighth towards being 
tight through having been out om the 
loote all the morning with the governor.^ 
HindUy: Adventures of a Ckeap Jack, 

Also getting a living by pros- 
titution. 

Looter (gypsy) > to steal from. 
Anglo • Indian looA^ plunder, 
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booty. Hind. 2iU, from Sans- 
krit loira^ root ; 2Sp, rob, plun- 
der. LikUr and lour are English 
gypsy terms for the same word, 
and are also nsed as verbs. 

Lop, horse (army), paddings of 
suet without plums. 

Loppers, lobbes, ioppus (Ameri- 
can). The writer has never seen 
this word in print, but he has 
often heard it in Pennsylvania. 
An awkward, shambling fellow, 
a hobble-de-hoy. Dutch IMtt^ 
a clownish fellow, also a shaggy 
dog. This is nearly allied to the 
English 2o6, a lubber or clown. 

Lord (popular), a hump-backed 
man. 

That a deformed person is a lord . . . 
after a painful investigation of the rolls 
and records under the reign of Richard 
the Third, or "Richard Croochback," as 
be is more usually designated in the 
chronicles ... we do not find that that 
monarch conferred any such lordships as 
here pretended, upon any subject or sub- 
jects, on a simple plea of conformity in 
that respect to the "royal nature."— C. 
Lamb: Essayto/Elia. 

She invariably wound up at night with 
a mad fighting fit, during which my hrd^ 
vulgar slang for hunchback, was always 
thrashed unmercifully. — Standard. 

Probably thus called in ridi- 
cule from the self-importance 
and air of complacency sup- 
posed to be generally assumed 
by hunchbacks. Wright sug- 
gests the Greek Urdbt^ bent for- 
wards, and Smythe A. Palmer 
the old English loord^ lordain, 
Iwrden, or lourden, heavy, clumsy, 
sluggard. French lourdaud, 



old French Sortie, Low Latin 
lurdut. 

Lord Mayor (burglars), a large 
crowbar or jemmy, used for 
breaking open safes. 

Numerous are the names giveii to crow- 
bars. There is" the Z^n/Aftf^vr,**" the 
Alderman," " the Common Councilman,'* 
and so on. These are principally used for 
breaking into safes. — TV/ Bits. 

Lords (Winchester College), the 
first eleven are thus called. 

Lose the comhination, to (Ame- 
rican), to miss the meaning or 
point of anything. One often 
hears such an expression in 
conversation as ** Hold on there. 
I*ve missed the combination." 



(I 



Did yon see the botchers* pande?** 
asked the snake-editor of a casual caller 
yesterday afternoon. 

"Yes." 

" See that man throwing sausages at the 
crowd?" 

" Yes," 

" Well, I nerer sausage a thing before.** 

'* Ha I ha I Pretty good. Ill sniprise 
my wife with that when I get home.** 

When the casusi caller arrived at bane 
he said to his wife : 

** My dear, in the butchers' parade to- 
day there was a man throwing sausages to 
the spectators." 

"Was there?" 

"Yes; and I never saw an3rthing like 
that done before." 

" Neither did I." 

He waited five nunotes for his wife to 
laugh, and then went out to wonder 
how he last tA* combinatiois,—Pittshurg 
Ctwvnicle. 

The *' snake-editor " men* 
tioned in this anecdote is sup- 
posed to be the writer specially 
employed on a newspaper, to 



Lose — Love. 
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invent or diflcover wonderful 
'* jams" of snakes, mosquitoes, 
enormons pnmpkins, extraor- 
dinary instances of instinct in 
animals, and similar manrels. 
He is " the big gooseberry man " 
of the English provincial press. 

Lost and gone poetry (Ameri- 
can). The wailing, feeble-minded 
rhyming over **lost Edens and 
buried Lenores," imaginary 
griefs and sham sorrows, so 
characteristic of all beginners 
in poetry, has not escaped the 
notice of American newspiq)er 
wits, who often torn it into 
ridicule. 

Lotion (popular), a drink. 
'* What's your loiimV* what 
are you drinking 7 

Loud (common), flashy, "pro- 
nounced/' extravagant, whether 
in manners or colours, dress or 
demeanour. Originally English, 
it has been very much extended 
in America. 

A much more loqwaciom, ortente ti ont, 
much UnuUr style. — CmriyUl Lift t^f 
Sttrling. 

Ht4sbattd'-"'Sow, Mrs. B.*s dress, I 
suppose, is what you would call a sym- 
phony?" 

IVi/e—^* Yes, a Wagnerian fymphony." 
Husband—'' Why Wagnerian ?" 
Wife—*' Because it's so hud,"—Dttroit 
Free Press. 

Lonnce (sailor's), a drink. Gene- 
rally a pint of beer, probably a 
corruption of allowance^ 

Lounge (university and public 
schools), a term of Etonian 



origin. It means a treat. In 
the West of England a lownge 
is a large lump of bread. 

Lour, loure (old cant), money. 
From the gjpsy. 

To strowling ken the mort Ungs then 
To fetch laure for her dteata. 

—Tkt£^iiuARegm. 

Louyer, lorrm, lovo, Iottj, lover 

(gypsy), money, t.e., specie, or 
coin. Vide LOUB. 

Lovage (popular), tap droppings. 
Properly a plant which possasMt 
diuretic properties. 

Love (common), in scoring of any 
game equals nought, or nothing. 

I have seen those lose the game that 
have had so many for Itoe. — Beui^t 
Brusmut. 

I sometimes play a game at piquet for 
hv€,—<:. Lamb : £umjn ph EUa, 

Love is here the antithesis of 
money. " To play for love (of 
the game) and not for money." 
French, " pour Tamour de Tart," 
" gratis pro Dea" 

Love apples, explained by quota- 
tion. 

Leve a^leSt the latest name which the 
dynamiters have given to their homhs, 
affords another illustration of the love ol 
coaq>irators for euphemistic terms.— >Si. 
JiuHU* GoMette. 

Tomatoes were generally called 
love appU* in Australia about 
sixty years ago. In France 
pommea d'anumr. It may be re- 
marked, en pat$ant, that the 
terms lave a^ppUe and fommee 
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dkamtmr are mistnuislations of 
Italian ^pomi dd mm or Moor^ 
. applet, mala iEthiopica. 

Low-down (common), oat of 
sorts, out of money, and oat 
of lack ; also mean, underhand. 



LoOaby cheat (old cant), a child 
LoDer (grpej), to Taniah, di 



That's just the way ; i 
itW'dffom thing, and then he don't want 
to take no consequences of it. — Tkt Ad- 
Vtmtmrrs tf HmckUitrry Fit 



Lowie (Scotch thieTes). moner; 
a form of lour, or the common 
gypsy fotpy. 

A good deal of talk afterwards took 
place about the lamit^ which be beliered 
signified money. — Scottish Setetprnfrr. 

Low in the lay (thieres), in want 
of money, •• hard up." 

Fighting Attie. my hero. I saw yo« to-day 
A parse full of yellow boys seize : 

And as, just at present. I'm ir^ im tJU Imjr, 
111 borrow a ''quid,** if you please. 

—LjttM: Fami Ciifitrd. 

Low-pad (old cant), a footpad. 

Low-water-mark, at (common), 
without funds. 



I'm mt It rw ■ wa tfr>-immrk, myself, only 
one bob and a magpie. — Dtcknu : Oln^r 
T»ist. 

Lackj (popular), to make or cut 
one's Imchft to escape, run away. 

That was all out of coosideritioo for 
Fagin, 'cause the traps know that we work 
together, and he might have got into 
trouble if we hadn't made our Imcky. — 
Dickens : Oiivtr Ttnst. 

Ln^ cfaorej (popular), a pawn- 
broker's shop. 

Lns:, in (popular), in pawn, 
ficotch laffd, laid by, put away. 



LaDy (thieTes), linen, a ahiit ; Iiil^ 
prigger, a thief who steals linen 
off hedges or Iine& 

Lnmber (old cant), a room 

Lnmberer (turf>, a swindling 
tipster, who works his business 
nrd iver instead of by adTertise- 
ment. His haj^y hunting- 
grounds are the bars of fashioii- 
able restaurants, though he may 
be also encountered on race- 
courses. His method is either 
to be introduced by a con- 
federate, or to force acquaint- 
ance with raw youths {ride 
JuGGiKS), and by pretending 
to intimacy with jockeys and 
famfliaritr with owners of 
horses to persuade his rictim 
that he is willing, from sheer 
good-fellowship, to part with 
Taluable information ; and, pro- 
vided a commission i? entrusted 
to him, to insure success on 
some impending race. The 
name of the horse is given or 
withheld as mar suit the cir- 
cumstances of the case, but 
once he has secured the moner 
or credit of the " joggins" the 
result is the same. Should the 
horse win (a most unlikelr cc»i- 
tingency). there are twenty ex- 
cellent reasons why the stake 
has not been inve:«ted ; if beaten, 
as he usually 1$, the Immbertr 
urges some impossible 
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nation of rascality on the part 
of owner or jockej as an excuse 
for present defeat and in proof 
of future infallibility. (Com- 
mon), a man who goes about 
public-houses sponging on ac- 
quaintances. From to lu'mJbert 
to loiter, stroll lazily. 

So I pulled out my flask, and my two 
lumberers drained it, and, with a " Lord 
lav us, Bill, I feels er nu'on," and with 
the other saybg, "Them's my senti* 
ments," hegan chaffing me — " Are ytx 
agoing to have another game er nap T" — 
Bird o' Freedom, 

Lummox (American), a fat, un- 
wieldy, stupid person. From 
provincial English lummuKk, a 
lump. 

Lummy (popular), first - rate, 
clever, jolly. 

To think of Jack Dawkins — Lummy 
Jack— the Dodger— the Artful Dodger 
going abroad for a common twopenny 
halfpenny sneeze-box. — Dickens: Oliver 
Twist. 

Lump (popular), a party, associa- 
tion ; to go in the 2ump, means 
to go to the parish workhouse. 

Lump hotel (popular), the work- 
house. Termed also the " pan." 

Lump on the thick un's, to (turf), 
to make a heavy bet in sove- 
reigns. 

Lump, to (popular), used in the 
phrase ** if you don't like it you 
may lump it/' ie., get rid of it by 
swallowing it. "M. Oliphant 
regards the word as a corrup- 
tion of old English lampt Anglo- 

VOL. n. 



Saxon gelamp, it happened ; 
and so to lump would be ' to 
take what may chance'" (A. 
Smythe Palmer). (Thieves), to 
lump the lighter, to be trans- 
ported. In this case to lump 
signifies to load. (Turf), to put 
weight on. 

Not content with lumpittg him in the 
handicap. — Bird o' Freedom, 

Lumpy (booksellers), costly ; 
lumpy books, costly books. 
(Popular) , intoxicated, pregnant. 
(Cricket), applied to rough 
ground. 

The wicket was unsatisfactory, and the 
batsmen complained that it was lumpy. — 
Bvening News, 

Lnnan. Hotten declares that 
this is gypsy for a girL It is 
common in canting, but the 
writer has never been able to 
determine that it is Romany. 
Probably from the Swedish or 
Danish luiUt a slatternly girl. 

Lunfi^-boz (popular), mouth. 

My tar, if you don't close your lung-box 
I shall ran you in. — Brighton Beach 
Loaftr. 

Lnnka (Anglo-Indian), a strong 
cheroot from the Bengal Presi- 
dency, so called from being 
made from tobacco grown in 
the islands, the local term for 
which is \Mtk(h of the Grodavery 
Delta (Anglo-Indian Glossary). 
They are becoming known in 
London. 

Lunkhead (American), a horse of 
inferior breed and appearance. 

G 
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Our new Minister to France is studying 
the art of politeness and elegance of diction 
prior to his advent into Panslan society. 
He calls our worthy Secretary of State 
(Mr. Fish) a " fossilised lunkluadr The 
term lunkhead is usually applied by sport- 
ing men to a very sorry style of horse, but 
never, we believe, to a horse mackerel. — 
New York Herald, 

From the Swedish /t/nit, a very 
slow, heavy horse. 

Lnnk-headed (American), idiotic, 
senseless. 

We shall go armed, and the Imnk- 
huuUd^ overgrown calf had better keep 
out of otir sight if he >ralues his miserable, 
worthless \yi^.—Eitelline {Dakota) Bell. 

Luny (popular), a Innatic. " Go 
along, you luny" is a common 
phrase. 

Combining bustnei^ with pleasure, he 
chartered a horse and trap, and drove the 
Immy to the asylum, intending to wrind up 
with a pleasant drive on his own account. 
On the road, however, the luny saw in the 
master's pocket the order for admisuon to 
the asylum, and he quietly abstracted it. 
When they arrived he got down from the 
trap, and told the officials that he had 
brought them an inmate, a very quiet 
man, whose only madness was an idea 
that he was the master of a suburban 
workhouse. 

The master vehemently protested that 
the other man was the lunatic, and that he 
himself was really the master of the work- 
house. '*I told you so," said the lunatic 
utyingly; "but this will settle the mat- 
jter ; here is the order for his admission." 
unlucky master was violently re- 
;d, and the lunatic got up in the trap, 
and drove away. — Ross : Variety Pafer. 

Lur, loure (gypsy), to rob ; booty, 
plunder. This word passed into 
canting at a very early period. 

Your'e out ben morts and toure I 
Look out ben morts and toure ! 




For all the Rome coves are budged a beake. 
And the quire (queer) coves tippe the loure. 
'S. Rowlands^ i6zo. 

That " Rome coves " means 
gypsies here, as well as *' good 
men," is apparent enough. 
Stealing linen from hedges, 
&c., has always been regarded 
as a speciality of the Romany. 

Ixmrt is still commonly used 
among gypsies. " Do you pen 
mandy'd Umrt tute?" — "Do you 
think I'd rob you ? " 

Lnrk (tramps and others), a 
swindle ; specially applied to 
obtaining money by a false beg- 
ging petition. An occupation. 

Then says Pudding-faced Ned, with a grin 
on his phiz, 
" It's no one but horses and asses that 
work; 
Now Larry's got hb fancy, Jerry's got his. 
And so I've got mine, and it's cadging's 
my lurk." 

— /• Greenwood: A Nigkt in a 
Workhouse. 

Formerly lurch. 

The tapster having many of these lurches 
fell to ^tczy.^PeeVs Jests. 

(Tinker), eye. This word, in 
the sense of looking about,^ob- 
serving where work may be got, 
or anything stolen, &c., possibly 
suggested the old canting word 
lurk, which was used for every 
kind of ** lay," trick, swindle, 
OP " gama" To keenly observe 
forms the first part of the edu- 
cation of a young thief, and to 
this his eyesight was regularly 
trained by observing mingled 
objects thrown up together, &c 
exercise whicli might be 
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with great advantage applied 
in all schools to develop quick- 
ness of perception. 

Lurker (tramps and others) , an 
impostor who goes about with 
a false begging petition. 

Lurries (thieves), money or jewel- 
lery. From the gypsy lourt^ 
plunder. 

Lurry (old cant), valuables. 
Vide LUB. 

The fifth was a glazier, who, when he 

creeps in, 
To pinch all the lurry he thinks it no sin. 
—From A Pedlar's Pack of Ballads and 
S<mgSy collect id by IV. H. Logan, 

Lush (Eton), dainty. Shakespeare 
uses \u*h with the meaning of 
luxury. It is a provincial term 
for rich, succulent. (Common), 
drink ; more especially drink to 
excess. Applied equally to beer, 
wine, or spirits. 

I boast not such /mA, bat whoever his 
glass 
Does not like, I'll be hanged if I press 
him. 

—Lytton: PamlCliffMU 

Though it once was oar game when the 
chucking time came, 
'Tis a fact that I freely aillow, 
When in search of a lush to the " Spoofs '* 
we would rush. 
But the sharps do the "rushing" jast 
now. 

—Sporting Times, 

Suggested to be from l%uk^ 
full of juice, traced by Wright 
to luseiouSf Itukious, liuBwrioui, 
Drink seems, in most languages, 
to be synonymous with "juice." 
Thus in Scotland whisky iscalled 



the " barley bree," or juice of 
the barley. The French have 
" jus de la teille " for wine, and 
the slang term "jus d'^halas.*' 
French sailors call rum of the 
best quality ** jus de bott« pre- 
mier brin." But more probably 
from the gypsy lush or loiher, 
to drink ; or Oerman Idsehen. 

Lush-crib (popular and thieves), 
a public-house or tavern. 

Lushing^on (popular), a^ low, 
drunken fellow, a sot. Up to 
recent date, there was, or may 
be now, a tap-room in a certain 
hostelry, in the immediate 
vicinity of Drury Lane Theatre, 
famous for being a favourite 
haunt of Edmund Eean. Here 
that ill-starred genius and his 
parasites were wont to turn 
night into day, in making their 
followers free of "the City of 
LuthingUm,*' Other times, other 
manners. 

Lush, to (common), to drink, or 
drink to excess. Vide Lush. 

. . . piece of double Glo'ster; and to 
wind up all, some of the richest sort you 
ever Ins/ud, — Dickens : Oliver Twist. .1 

Lushy or lushey (popular), in- 
toxicated. 

It was half-past four when I got to 
Somerstown, and then I was so uncommon 
lushey that I couldn't find the place where 
the latch-key went in. — Dickens: Pick- 
wick Papers. 

Lyesken chirps (tinker), telling a 
fortune. 
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Lying — Mace, 



Lying in (Royal Military 
Academy), is said of a cadet 
who stops at the Royal Military 
Academy, in his room, on a 
Sunday when he is supposed to 
have left on leave. 

L 7 1 o (Anglo - Chinese), come 
hither (Hotten). 



Lypken, a word used by tramps 
in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries, and probably at an 
earlier period, for a house 
where vagrants and thieves 
could procure a night's lodg- 
ing. From the Gaelic Uaba, 
a bed ; and ctan (ken), a 
house. 




|AB (American), a har- 
lot. Possibly from 
the canting Afad, 
**a hackney coach," 
which is common to 
all who will pay for a passage 
in it. So the French call a 
aUe de joie an omnibus. In the 
north of England a mah is a 
loose, slatternly girl. 

Mabbed up (old cant), dressed 
carelessly, as a slattern. 

Macaroni (thieves), pony (Du. 
cange Anglicus). Formerly a 
swell, fop. "The Italians are 
extremely fond of a dish they 
call mciearonif . . . and as they 
consider this as the $ummum 
honum of all good eating, so they 
fig^uratively call everything they 
think el^ant and uncommon 
WKiearoni. Our young travel- 
lers, who generally catch the 
follies of the countries they 
visit, judged that the title of 
macaroni was very applicable to 
a clever fellow; and accord- 
ingly to distinguish themselves 
as such, they instituted a club 



under this denomination, the 
members of which were sup- 
posed to be the standard of 
taste. The infection at St. 
James's was soon caught in the 
city, and we have now macar- 
oniei of every denomination" 
(Pocket-book, 1773). 

Bface (thieves), to give it on the 
mace, or strike the mace, to ob- 
tain goods on credit without 
any intention of paying for 
them; to sponge an acquaint- 
ance, beg or borrow money. 
Formerly mace grieffs were men 
who wittingly bought and sold 
stolen fish. Several Yiddish 
words may have contributed to 
this term, such as master or 
meter, a betrayer, hence *' masse- 
stapler," which see ; mdt-chomet, 
a blackguard. Also moter or 
mater, a cheat ; mot, money, 
hence to make money. Man at 
the mace, explained by quota- 
tion. 

The following people used to go in 
there : toy-getters (watch-stealers), mags- 
men (confidence-trick men), men at the 
mac€ (sham loan offices), SiC^HorsUy : 
Jottingt/rom Jail. 



Maceman — Mag. 
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To maee, to cheat, swindle in 
any way. 

Maceman, macer (thieves), a 
man who condncts a sham loan 
office, a welsher, swindler. Yid/t 
Macs. 

Machin (pidgin), a merchant. 
'* Alio dot go doun blongy one 
nnmpa-one machin^ he catchee 
too mnch dolla'." 

Madng^ the rattler (thievesX tra- 
velling in a railway train with- 
ont paying one's fare. Vide 
Mace. 

A rough shock head was obtruded from 
under the seat, and a gruff voice cried : 

*' yy^i guVnor, does your dog bite T ** 

" Great heaven 1 " gasped the little man, 
" what in the name of all that's holy are 
you doing under there ? " 

" Same as your dog. Macing the — 
rattUr:'^Sp<frHng Timu, 

Mackarel, mackawl (old cant), a 
bawd. French maqutrtau^ ma- 
querdlt. 

Madam (thieves), a pocket-hand- 
kerchief. 

One day I went to Lewisham and 
touched for a lot of wedge. I tore up 
my madam (handkerchieOi and tied the 
wedge in small packets and put them 
into my ^ocVt\A,—HorsUy : JoUingt/ivm 
Jail. 

(Old cant), Madam Van, a 
prostitute. 

Made (Winchester). A prefect is 
said to be made when he has 
received fall power from the 
head-master. 



Made beer (Winchester), a be- 
verage compounded of college 
small-beer, raisins, sugar, nut- 
meg, and rice, so as to give it 
some sort of a '* head." 

Made his Jack (American), got 
what he aimed at, attained his 
point, got into office, or became 
somebody of consequence. Old 
Cnglish, "Jock with the bush." 
"This phrase,*' says Wright, 
" occurs in Barclay's ' Eclo- 
gues,' 1570, and seems to mean 
a Jack-in-office." Dutch, een 
groot Hans, a great Jack or per- 
son, " a swashing blade ; " Ger- 
man, praUham, a " swelL' 
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Madza (thieves and coster- 
mongers), half; from the Ita- 
lian mezzOf used as in madza 
saltce, a halfpenny ; madza 
poona, half a sovereign, &o. 
Also medza^ in low theatrical 
slang ; medza beargered, half 
drunk. 

Mafoo (pidgin), horse-boy, groom. 
"Talkee mafoo to come chop- 
chop." (Mandarin), niah, a 
horse ; mah-tung, a stirrup. 

MtLg (thieves and popular), a 
halfpenny; in ancient cant a 
"make." 

You has not a heart for the general dis- 
tress — 
You cares not a m4^ if our party should 
fall, 
And if Scarlet Jem were not good at a 
press, 
By Goles, it would soon be all up with 
us all I 

—LyitoH : Paul Clifford. 
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Mag — Magsman. 



If he don't keep sudi a business as the 
present as close as possible, it can't be 
worth a mag to Yi^xa.—Dickttu : Bleak 
House. 



In society "not a mag*' is 
equivalent to '* not a sou." 

And the staff, going and downing it on 
Indian Ocean and Atlantic, are still broke 
to a man and a mag^. — Sorting Times. 

(Literary and printers), a 
magazine. * 

And now of Hawkesbary they talked, 
Who wrote in mags for hire. 

—lyoUot (P. Pindar). 

Maggots (popular), whims, 
fancies. Hence '* maggotty," 
fanciful, fidgety. It was once 
a popular belief that small 
maggotz were generated in the 
human brain, so that the fret- 
ting of these insects produced 
odd fancies and foolish notions. 
Hence probably the origin which 
may perhaps also be traced to 
the fact that crazy sheep have 
a worm in the brain. 

Magistranda Vide Bejant. 

Magistrate (Scotch slang), a 
herring. 

Magpie (popular and thieves), 
sixpence. 

I'm at low-water-mark myself— only one 
bob and a magpie. — Dickens : Oliver 
Twist. 

Also the black and white 
circles in a target. 

Magsman (common slang), the 
magtman is at the very head of 
the profession of roguery. He 



is the great man, the Magnus 
Apollo among thieves and 
swindlers, or what the French 
call de la havJU pigre. He is a 
first-class confidence man who 
selects his victims in the street, 
in the smoking-rooms of hotels, 
in stylish bars. 

** Magtmen are wonderful 
actors. Their work is done in 
broad daylight without any 
stage-accessories, and often a 
look, a wink, a slip of the 
tongue, would betray their con- 
federacy. They are very often 
men of superior education. 
Those who work the tidal trains 
and boats are often faultlessly 
dressed and highly accomp- 
lished " (Hotten). 

He has not the slightest sympathy with 
evil-doers, and fifty guineas would not 
tempt him to permit on his premises the 
hilarious celebration of bold Toby Crac- 
kitt's release over a bowl of punch, by 
a select circle of admiring magsmen.— 
Greenwood: In Strange Company. 

Probably from the Tiddish 
fnactiot or tnagat (to which mann 
maybe arbitrarily added), mean- 
ing a great swell, a great man 
or highly honoured lord ; or 
from to magf to talk persua- 
sively. It is curious to note 
that megt in French cant, which 
Victor Hugo derives from mcig- 
nut, means master, head of a 
gang (more probably from Ita- 
lian cant, maggiOf lord). It may 
be these words have a common 
origin, or this is mere coinci- 
dence. Compare old cant dabe, 
head of a gang, and French 
dabt same meaning; the latter 



Mc^ — Make. 
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probably from dam^ low lAtin 
for lord. 

Mag, to (thieves), to talk, to 
talk persuasively ; a provincial- 
ism meaning to chatter. In the 
quotation mag signifies talk. 
Probably from " magpie." 

Oh I if you have any mag in ]rou well 
draw it ouc — Madamt JXA tblay : Duuy, 

Mahmy (up-country Australian), 
the white commander of a troop 
of native police. 

The troopers were, of course, delighted 
at the prospect of a collision with their 
countrymen, and an unusual degree of 
activity prevailed in the camp, so much so 
that next morning before sunrise, while 
Stone and his guest were getting through 
their hasty breakfast, the corporal of the 
troop made his appearance at the door, 
and stiffening himself into an erect military 
attitude saluted gravely, reporting at the 
same time, " Every sing all righ, mahmy** 
— A» C. Grant. 

Mahogany (society), table; to 
have one's feet under another 
man's mahogany^ to sit at his 
table, be supported on other 
than one's own resources (Hot- 
ten). Vide AMP17TATB TOUB 
TIMBEB. 

In a casual way he mentioned the days 
when his father, the J. P., sat for some- 
where or other, and of the dainties that 
nightly graced his hospitable moAtgmmjt, 
— Sporting Timet. 

(Popular), mahogany flat, a 
bug. 

Maiden (turf), a horse which has 
never won a raCe open to the 
public. Therefore the winning 
of one or more matches does 



not disqualify a horse from 
being entered as a maiden for 
subsequent events. 

Maidstone jailer (rhymingjslang), 
a tailor. 

Mails (Stock Exchange), Mexican 
Railway ordinary stock. 

Mailyas, maillhas (tinker), fin- 
gers. Gaelic, meiWocA, stealers, 
as '^pickers and stealers," hands. 
Possibly the real origin of 
"maulies," influenced by "maul." 

Mai-pan (pidgin, Cantonese), comr 
pradore, steward. 

Maistry, mixtry, sometimes mys- 
tery (Anglo-Indian), properly 
a foreman, a master-workman, 
but used for any artisan, as 
rajmittrif a mason or bricklayer, 
^Aar-mufW, a blacksmith. From 
the Portuguese mestre, a skilled 
or master-workman. 

Make (old cant), a penny or half- 
penny. (General), to be "on 
the make" to be always intent 
on the main chance, seeking 
to make money. It generally 
implies unscrupulousness and 
cleverness. 

The English doctors can earn their 
living in their own country. They haven't 
gone lo Germany on the make. — Reftrtt, 

While the word is unques- 
tionably derived from the Eng- 
lish maht^ as " to makt money," 
it is worth pointing out its 
resemblance to the Yiddish 
makir, one who knows, who is 
intelligent in anything. No- 
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thing is more remarkable in 
slang than the manner in which 
words mutually form and help 
one another into currency. It 
is said also of one who asks 
too high a price for his goods. 
" On the vMike " is of American 
origin ; a make is a successful 
swindle. 

Make a bolt of it, to (common), 
to run away. 

And he has been suspected, detected, 
has made a Mi of ii^ and has been dis- 
covered and brought to justice. — Tfu 

Make a kick, to (common), to 
raise an objection. French re- 
gimbert said of a horse that backs 
and kicks, and figuratively of an 
unwilling person. 

Make a small war, to (American), 
to amass a small fortune. In 
reference to a man who had 
amassed a fortune during the 
civil war, and of whom it was 
said that he would like to make 
a tmaU toar of his own simply 
to "finance** it. 

Many scores of these philanthropbts who 
have spent their lives in looking for men 
to enrich whilst anxious only to fnaAt a 
small war for themselves, have I en> 
countered.— y^. Francis : SaddU and MoC' 
casin, 

Makee (pidgin), to make, do, 
cause, effect. "Supposy you 
maket buy.lo I " It is in pidgin 
generally prefixed to verbs to 
make them active, «.^., " I makee 
stlike dat too-muchee bad boy." 



Make hay {vide Hay), to put in 
disorder, to mix in utter con- 
fusion. The expression explains 
itself. 

Some of the warders, full of the irrepres* 
sible spirits of Old Erin (we do not mean 
whisky) had mads hay with the drugs in 
the infirmary, with the result that lini- 
ments were taken as medicines, blisters 
api^ied in lieu of linseed plasters, and in 
one instance laudanum administered in- 
stead of black draught. — Funny Folks, 

Hay-hag is an old word for a 
noise, riot, mess. 

Make no bones, to (popular), to 
make no hones about doing any- 
thing, is to do it without demur 
or difficulty. Of very ancient 
origin, Erasmus in his Para- 
phrase (1548) using it — "He 
made no manier bones ne 
stickyng but went in hande to 
offre vp his onely sone Isaac in 
sacrifice " (Luke, f. 15). Its de- 
rivation is obscure unless it be 
an allusion to the habit of some 
people, in eating fish and small 
birds, to eat bones and alL 

Make, to (popular and thieves), 
to appropriate to one's personal 
use ; to make clocks, to steal 
watches. 

Making clocks was too risky, and guying 
wam't no catch after I fell in the river 
at 'Ampton, with a countryman as could 
swim like a bloomin' duck a throttlin' me. 
— sporting; Times. 

(Freemasons), to initiate. 

Make tracks, to (American), to 
decamp, to run away ; in allu- 
sion to one who leaves traces 
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behind him, without intending 

to do so. 

He was one of those unpleaaaot people 
who keep firearms on the premises, and 
handy for use. We nuuU tracks, as 
you may suppose, and quickly too. The 
other two got clear off. As for m3rself, a 
snap-shot caught me in the calf of the 1^ 
as I tumbled anyhow over the garden wall, 
and thus put an end to my "crib-cracking " 
for one while. — Thcr Frtdur: Skttctus 
in Shady Piaces. 

Make-up (theatrical), materials 
uied for making up the &u>e, 
hands, &c. Soap and water, cold 
cream, pomatum, or vaseline, 
pearl powder, Indian ink, rouge, 
vermilion, blanc de perle, rose 
water, crdp^ hair, spirit g^m, 
wigs, and grease paint of every 
description. The latter, though 
a recent discovery in Europe, 
has been known and used in 
China for ages. The use of it 
was first introduced here by the 
distinguished actor, Hermann 
Vezin, who, before it became 
an article of commerce, manu- 
factured it for his own use. 

A little girl at the back of the dress 
circle cried : 

"See, ma, he's been kissing the maid, 
and her maJu'ufs come off on his Caoe 1 *' 
—Bird o' Freedom. 

This term also refers to the 
personal appearance assumed by 
an actor impersonating a char- 
acter. 

Mr. took the part of the aged 

diplomatist, Sir Henry Craven. His 
tiuUte-up was admirable, and his acting 
worthy of all praise. — Sporting Time*, 

It has the general sense of 
appearance produced by dress, 
habits, &c 



Perhaps he owed this freedom from the 
sort of professional maht-up which penc- 
trates skin, tones, and gestures. — {r. 
EHotl Damitl Deronda, 



a pitch (street performers, 
cheap Jacks, circus, ko.)^ select- 
ing a locality for a performance 
of any kind, stopping at any 
place to perform. 

Five times did we make a pitck in the 
wind and the deadly-cold sleet, playing 
over three iMMM^—Creenfutood : In Strange 
Company, 

Making^ a song (thieves), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

Only a purse, vrith four shillings and a 
railway ticket in it. What makes me 
remember the ticket? Why, when I got 
home — I was still staying at the lodging- 
house in George Street — a pal told me of 
a lark he had seen at the market; some 
poor chap had lost all his money and his 
return railway ticket, and was making a 
Mong (telling everybody) about it. — /. 
Greenwood: Gaoi Birds at iMrge, 

Making up the log (tailors), 
putting down the wages. In 
the stock trade it is taking the 
number of garments cut, and 
in some cases where they pay 
"day work," if the quantity 
does not come up to the 
specified number of garments, 
the defioiencj is deducted per 
ratio from the men's wages. 

Malleko (gypsy), a sneaking spy, 
an informer, a mischief-maker. 
This is old gypsy, and it re- 
calls the "miching Mallecho 
of Shakspeare. 

Malley (Anglo-Indian), a gar- 
dener. 



I* 
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Malt — Man-trap. 



Malt (popular), beer. 

When the parchase-money was paid 
over, the fanner invited the dealer, as is 
the custom, to have a glass of malt before 
parting, and they entered a neighbouring 
public-house.— Tit-Bits. 

Malt, to (popular), to drink beer. 

Malum (Anglo-IndiaD), a sailing- 
master. 

"In a ship with English 
officers and a native crew, the 
mate is called malum sahib. 
The word is, in Arabic, mu*allim, 
literally * the instructor,* and is 
properly applied to the pilot or 
sailing-master " (Anglo- Indian 
Glossary). 

Mammy (West Indian), an elderly 
negress ; generally an old nurse. 
Sometimes corrupted into Mau' 
mer. 

Manablins (popular), broken vic- 
tuals (Hotten). 

Man BrhBUging (common), a man 
in difficulties (Hotten). 

Man at the dufil Vide Duff. 

Manchester silk (tailors), thread. 

Manders (thieves), "remands." 

One promising little lad of about twelve, 
and who really had some claim to being 
regarded u an *'old offender," overdid it 
by endeavouring, in the enumeration of 
his numerous convictions, to palm off a 
couple of manders ... as genuine ma- 
gisterial sentences to imprisonment.—/. 
Grtemwood: Dick Temple. 



Man-handle, to (thieves), to use 
a person roughly, as to take 
him prisoner, to turn him out 
of a room, or g^ve him a 
beating (Hotten). Properly, 
to man • handle is a nautical 
term, meaning to move by 
force of men, without levers or 
tackles. 

M a n • m a n (pidgin - English), 
slowly, gradually, little by 
little. Italian tnano mono, 

Mmm-mam one peach-tlee flowery become 

one piecy peach, 
Mem-man one littee chilo get wise an' all 

men teach, 
You catchee one piece can-do ; some day 

it make you gleat, 
Ahong hab lam this lesson — to fightee, 

shave an* wait. 

— Tlu Ballad 0/ Ahong and tkr 
Mosquito. 

Man of the world (thieves), pro- 
fessional thief. 

Man 0/tke world. ... He so loves to 
style himself, not from any resemblance 
to the similarly designated personage of 
polite society, but from the fact of his 
accomplishments being such that he can 
follow his profession anywhere. — Michael 
Davitt : Leaves from a Prison Diary. 

Man-trap (common), patches 
of cow dung in the fields. 
Also a widow. This old term, 
still used habitually among 
American thieves, recalls the 
bright boy in the New York 
school who, on being asked the 
meaning and derivation of the 
word "virgin," replied, "tnr, a 
man; ^m, a trap; virgvi^ a man- 
trap." 



Manual — Mark. 
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Manual subscription (American), 
a blow with the fist. In Eng- 
land '*a sign manual." 

Want me to subscribe to a Life of Grant, 
do yc T I'll grant yc yer life ef ye dar 
out from hyar 'n less 'n a minit, ye scum 1 
General Grant's soldiers stole all my hens, 
an' shot my second cousin's brother's ann 
off, and now ye want me to subscribe for 
his life I I'll give ye a manual subscrif' 
tion in the face with my knuckles, ye hel- 
lion of a Yankee book-pedlar I — Trials of 
a Book Agent, 

Man with no frills (American), a 
plain person, a man without cul- 
ture or refinement. An amiable 
term to express a vulgar fellow. 
The Nevada Tranaeript describes 
a blackguard who, because he 
was wort^ a million, insisted 
on being allowed to sit at a 
table d'hote in his shirt-sleeyes, 
as a miner mUlionaire VfUh no 
friUs, 

Map (printers), a dirty proof, 
heavily marked all over by the 
reader in consequence of blun- 
ders and errors in composing — 
likened to a geographical draw- 
ing with many references. 

Marble (American), also martfd. 
To bound, bounce, or run along. 
From a boy's marble thrown 
along a sidewalk, which, if pro- 
perly propelled, will proceed to 
an incredible distance. Marbles 
are also vulgarly called marvels 
in Philadelphia, as in Suffolk- 
shire. 

Marbles (common), fumitore, 
movables. 



I can't git the 'ang of his lingo ; his pat- 

ter's all picter somehow. 
And wot he quite means by Calf, mate, I 

dunno no more than a cow. 
But the Scapegoat, that's him, I suppoM, 

and he looks it ; it's rough, as he says ; 
No marbUst no lodging, no grub, and that 

sort o' thing for days I 

"Punch. 

Mar^Tj prater (thieves and 
gypsies), a hen, from its con- 
stant clucking. So called by 
association with margery-howlet, 
an old word for an owl, and 
margtry daw^ jack-daw ; margotf 
in French, is a nickname for a 
magpie. 

Maria, for Black Maria, which 
see. 

Although I had no motive for evading her, 
'Twas but lately that I came across her 
track. 
And two stem-faced men were forcibly 
persuading her 
To enter a conveyance, painted black. 
Aghast at conduct seemingly ao cruel, 
base. 
And wicked, I its meaning did inquire — 
Quoth a gamin, " She's been lifting somt 
cove's jewel case. 
And she's going for a ride in the Maria. ** 
— sporting Timtt. 

Marinated (old cant), transported. 

Marine (nautical), an empty 
bottle. 

Mark (pugilistic), the pit of the 
stomach. 

Gretting (1734-34) had the nearest way 
of going to the stomach (which is what 
they call the mark) of any man I knew. — 
Captain God/ray: Useful Art of Self 
D^ence. 
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Mark — Marrow. 



(Swindlers), one marked by 
thieves or swindlers as easj to 
dupe or rob. 

" Buy a watch-ticket, John ? " cry one 

did— 
" Will you bid?— take a qaid ; " 
" In for eight guineas ! " " Oh, nay, jrou 
don't kid 
Thb young man," said I, "from the 
North!" 
Whispered to me a mock-auction shark — 
Thought me a mark — "keep it dark." 

— /. A. Hardwick: Up from tkt 
Country. 

(Popular), "to come to the, 
or be np to the marifc," to 
be satisfactory. When one is 
dissatisfied and says that a 
thing is not up to the vnarky does 
not come up to the mark, one is 
still using the metaphor of a 
measure not filled up to the 
rim or proper mark. 

Marked up (tailors), to have one 
ma/rktd up, is to know all about 
him. 

Marketeer (turf), a betting- man 
who devotes himself, by means 
of special information, to the 
study of favourites, and the 
diseases incident to that con- 
dition of equine life (Hotten). 

Market -horse (turf), a horse 
simply kept in the betting-lists 
for the purpose of being betted 
against (Hotten). The "market" 
is the Turf Exchange, which is 
held at Tattersall's, in the bet- 
ting clubs on the racecourse, or 
at any great centre where ring- 
men congregate. 



Maridng^ (thieves), watching or 
picking out a victim. 

Mannalade, true (common), ex 
cellent. Also " real jam." 

Mann puss (tailors), the master's 
wife, or the wife of any other 
man. 

Bftarooning (nautical), explained 
by quotation. 

In the good old times when punishments 
were heroic, when floggings were every- 
day occurrences and keelhaulings frequent, 
mmrooning was a well-known term. It 
consisted of putting a refractory seaman 
ashore on a desert bland and leaving him 
there to wait for the next ship, which very 
often never arrived.— CiWr. 

Admiral Smyth says manxm' 
ing was a custom among former 
pirates, of putting an offender 
on shore on some desolate cape 
or island, with a g^un, a few 
shot, a flask of powder, and a 
bottle of water. The French 
marron (English " maroon ") 
was an epithet applied to run- 
away negroes, or to an animal 
which has become wild, as 
" un cochon marron," from the 
Spanish cimarron, wild. 

Married on the carpet and the 
t>anns up the chimney (popular), 
living as man and wife, though 
not married. 

Marrow, local in the North of 
England for a mate or fellow- 
workman. The word, though 
almost obsolete, survives in a 
variety of applications in the 
sense of one thing being like 



Marrow — Mash. 
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another; as in the Scottish 
phrase, "thae shoon are nae 
marrowt" these shoes are not 
pairs ; *' his een are no mar^ 
rowt" eyes are not alike^-t.e., 
he squints ; ** my winsome mav' 
row,** my dear "mate," my 
love, my sweetheart, my wife. 
The word is used by Shak- 
speare in a phrase hitherto un- 
explained by his nmneroos 
critics and commentators. Mark 
Antony, speaking of the as- 
sassination of Caesar, says that 
he was ** marr'd " with traitors 
— ».«., likened with traitors — as 
if he himself had been a traitor. 

Marrow -bones (popular), the 
knees; to go by marrow-hone 
stage, to walk. 

Marrowskying, vide Mbdioal 
Obebk. 

Mary (printers), an expression 
used to indicate " nix" or 
*' nought," in throwing with 
the nine quadrats, should it 
happen that not a single one is 
turned up with the nick upper- 
most. 

Mary Ann (popular), an effemi- 
nate youth or young man, known 
in America as a Molly. Latin 
evncedus. Also a designation 
among the secret societies who 
goyem and make rules for 
Trades Unions and associations 
of workmen in Great Britain, 
France, Germany, and the 
United States, of which the ob- 
jects are to shorten the honrs 
of labour, maintaining and 



increasing the rate of wages, 
&C. *'La Marianne," in 1848, 
was the name of a secret Re- 
publican Society in France. 
The Republic has been thus 
nicknamed. 

Marygold (turf), one million ster- 
ling. 

Marylebone stage (popular), the 
legs. *' To go by the Marylebone 
ttage" i.«., to \^dk. 

Mash (common), elegance, woo- 
ing. 

They hint that such a niggard mmsk 
They wouldn't very much like ; 

They'd look for 'kerchief, scent, or sash, 
Gloves, jewellery, or such like. 

" Tis thus the green-eyed one appears," 
Says Mary Ann, with laughter ; 

*' You tee I have the mask^ my dears. 
The iiuresents may come after." 

—Fmn, 

To be on the nuuht to be 
making love to; to go on the 
moiA, to go about in search of 
amourettes; to mcuih, to make 
love to. 

A Johnny . . . masking- a young lady 
behind the counter of a large Boulogne 
Chemtsier, received an abrupt check. 

"Awy voo, siwoo play, un necktie— 
on scarf— of the colours of petite chftre 
mam'selle's eyes — bleu I " 

**Ve have not, m'sieur — vare sorree — 
but ve have xe scarf of ze same oolaire as 
m'sieu's nose — rouge I "Sporting Timts, 

To make an irresistible im- 
pression on girls, to make a 
g^irl in love with one. 

My name it is Bertie, the little pet page. 
At court I'm considered the go. 

My carriage and grace, my angelic Cace, 
Quite nuuMes the ladies, you know. 
^Btrtii the Mtuhtr, 
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Mash — Maskee, 



About the year i860 maik 
was a word found only in 
theatrical parlance in the United 
States. When an actress or any 
girl on the stage smiled at or 
ogled a friend in the audience, 
she was said to mash him, and 
" mashing " was always punish- 
able by a fine deducted from the 
wages of the offender. It oc- 
curred to the writer that it must 
have been derived from the gypsy 
math {masher-ava), to allure, to 
entice. This was suggested to 
Mr. Palmer, a well-known im- 
presario, who said that the con- 
jecture was not only correct, 
but that he could confirm it, 
for the term had originated with 

the C family, who were all 

comic actors and actresses, of 
Romany stock, who spoke gypsy 
familiarly among themselves. 

Mashed (common), in love. 

He was mashed^ so was she, they were 

married — though sure 
Tbey were each minus oof of their own. 

— sporting Times. 

Also fMithed on. 

He also took charge of the saddle-bags, 
whidi contained a cake of tobacco and a 
k>Te>letter, or, as he styled them, " a chunk 
of baccer and some dumed gush from a 
gal who's got mashed on the owner."— 
F. Francis : Saddle and Moccasin, 

Masheen (tinker), a cat. 

Masher (common), an exquisite, 
a swell, a dandy. Imported 
from America. For origin vide 

MA8H. 

••Out of the way, fellow!" cried a 
M#«A#r the other evening, " or I will give 



you a dressing I " "I shouldn't try it on," 
answered the fellow, as he exhibited a 
shoulder-of-mutton fist, "or you'll still be 
the better dressed of the two." — Aiiy 
super's Half-Holiday. 

Formerly termed ** flasher, 
blood, Jack-pudding, macaroni, 
buck, top-sawyer," &c. Girls 
call their lover their masher or 
••mash." 

So, friends, take my dear-bought advice. 

On girls don't waste your cash, 
If you instead of dark are fair — 

You'll never be their mash. 
The darling creature you adore — 

Don't fancy you're her " mark," 
Or think you e'er her love will gain. 

Unless you're " tall and dark 1 " 

— Bird o' Freedom. 

Mashery (common), explained by 
quotation. Vid/e Mabheb. 

A mass of conceit from the head to the 
feet, 
A blending of " cheek " and a bashery, 
A hat awry set, and a mild cigarette. 
Appear as the symptoms of mashery f 

— Moonshine. 

Mashing, vide Mash. In the 
quotation this has the meaning 
of elegant and overwhelming. 

The Government's prisoner apparently 
thought that the time had arrived when a 
little fresh air would be desirable, and hey 
presto 1 a new suit of clothes by some 
extraordinary means or another was con- 
veyed into the prison, and when the 
Governor went to see Mr. O'Brien that 
gentleman was seated by his bedside 
arrayed in quite the "latest" and most 
mashing" suit of tweeds. — Ally Sloper's 
Ha^Holiday. 

Maskee (pidgin -English), the 
commonest interjection in pid- 
g^, meaning all right. In the 
Chinese •• Vocabulary of Words 



Maskee — Mauley. 
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in Use among the Red-Haired 
People " (ie., Europeans), it ia 
spelt fnd-ize-kif and defined to 
mean " all good." The authors 
of the Anglo-Indian Glossary 
say it is a term meaning '* Never 
mind/' nHmporUt which is in- 
deed the way in which it is 
generally used. It is also used 
for "anyway," or "anyhow," 
and very often in an indeter- 
minate manner. 



They txdk all same they savvy you — they 

all can do, maskee^ 
Snch iacey man in allo-tim my newa hab 

look'see. 
My tinkee muchee culio — he alio be 

China*man, 
But Alio hab he head cut off, and holdee 

in he ban'. 
—Tk* Ballad qf Captain Brvum. 

That mighrey-time being chop-chop. 
One young man walkey, no can stop, 
Maskee snow, maskee ice, 
He cally flag wit' chop so nice. 
Top-tide galow ! 

— " Exceltiar*' im Ptdgin, 

Maskin (old cant), coaL 

Mason's maand (old cant), sham 
sore, counterfeiting a broken 
arm by a fall from scaflfolding. 

Masoner (old cant), explained by 
quotation. 

Masonert are a set of people that give 
paper for goods. There are generally 
three or four of them that go to a fiur or 
market together, where one appears like a 
faurmer or grazier, and the other two as 
vouchers.— TA* DUcvotrUt cfj. P^uUtr 
alias Baxter. 



Ma-ta (pidgin), mother. 

*' Marta hab got one-piecee chilo. Joss- 
pidgin-man hab makee dat chilo Qistun 
(Christian)." 

Matches (Stock Exchange), Bry- 
ant & May Shares. (American 
cadet), a stripling of a youth. 
A tall lanky cadet will often 
be accosted with " Hulloa, 
Matches I " 

Matching for keeps (American), 
matching coins or marbles, odd 
or even, &&, with the condition 
that the money won is to be 
kept. 

Ever since that time h^ has been work- 
ing industriously, accumulating wealth and 
fame, and gliding swiftly for office, office 
of all kinds, and abstaining scornfully from 
juggling with such youthful pranks as 
matckingfor keeps. All his leisure time 
was spent in the exhilarating sprint for 
fame. — Daily Jnter-Ocean, 

Matriarchs (American), old dow- 
agers. The analogy between 
this word and patriarchs is ob- 
vious. 

Matspeak (church), sixpence from 
every one for the seats in the 
cathedraL 

Mauks (popular), a term of oppro- 
brium for a woman among the 
lower classes, a prostitute. 
Provincial, mawhs, a slattern. 

Mauld (popular), very drunk. Old 
provincial, tnaviUd up, tired and 
dirty. 



Masse-stapler (old cant), a rogue Mauley (pugilists), fist, 
disguised as a woman. " mawlers," " mawleys.' 



Also 
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Mauleys — Mean. 



Professor Sloggins, the eminent artist 
with the mauUyty will deliver a series of 
instructive experiences. — Sporting Times. 

Also a signature. 

Mauleys, handy with his (pugi- 
listic), clever at boxing. 

*' Now/' said the Corinthian, " we shall 
tee whether this supposed ' slogger ' is as 
hamdy with his mauleys as my old friend 
Mr. Jackson."— /'««cA. 

Maunder (old cant), a beggar, a 
tramp. 

Nor will any go to law. 
With a moMtider for a straw, 
All which happiness, he brags, 
Is only owing to his rags. 
— History of BamffyltU-Mcore 
Camv. 

From maund, a basket, as 
beg from bag. Reference to a 
basket occurs in several cant 
terms used by the mendicant 
tribe, as bawdy basket, ballad 
basket. Webster gives mauncffr, 
to beg, from the French mendier; 
in Grerman cant murmen, 

Maundring broth (old cant), a 
scolding. 

Mavorick (West American), an 
nnbranded motherless calf. 

Nowadays you don't dare to clap a 
Inrand on a mavorick even ; and if they 
catch you altering a brand — hell ! that's a 
penitentiary job. — F. Francis: SaddU 
mmd Moccasin, 

Bdaw (popular), mouth. 

Mawworm (common), a hypo- 
crite. From BickerstafTs play 
of the •• Hypocrite" (Hotten). 



Max (popular and thieves), gin ; 
said to be an abbreviation of 
"maxime," meaning properly 
the best gin. 

I bes* the cove — the merry old cove. 
Of whose max all the rufflers sing ; 

And a lushing cove, I think, by Jove, 
Is as great as a sober king 1 

—Lytton : Paul Clifford. 

But ere they could perform this pious duty. 
The dying man cried, " Hold ! I've got 
my gruel ! 
Oh I for a glass of max ! " 

— Byron: Don Juan. 

Max it, to (American cadet), to 
say one's recitation with readi- 
ness and style. From maxivU. 
Sometimes "to make a cold 



max. 



i» 



(popular), a common 
councilman, from his wearing a 
fnasarine blue cloak. 

I had pnxmred a ticket through the 

interest of Mr. , who was one of the 

committee for managing the entertainment, 
and a masarine, — Annual Register. 

M.B. waistcoat, a name said 
to have been invented by an 
Oxford tailor for the cassock- 
waistcoat which the clergy 
began to wear in the earlier 
days of the Tractarian move- 
ment. It meant Mark-of-ike' 
Bcatt vfai9teoat. 

Mealer, in temperance lingo, is 
a partial abstainer who pledges 
himself to drink intoxicating 
liquor only at his meali. 

Mean (American). The word is 
most peculiar in its application 
to bad quality. 



Mean — Mem-sahib. 
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The night was dark and stormy, about 
as tfusn a night as was ever experienced 
in WaahingtoTL^PAiladel/AM PmU 

(West American), inferior, 
savage. 

There ain't a drop of mtam blood in 
him.— F. Francis : Saddle amiMoccasm. MedlcO (common), physician. 



Medidne-Joss (pidgin), the god 
of medicine, Joh-Uong. 

No hab got JOh-Uong-ChQ-Su, he Me- 
dicine-jMs outside China-side.— Ca/tei« 
Jofus and Mis Medicine Chest, 



Meant (turf), short for meaiU to 
win. 

Mean white, formerly a term of 
contempt among negroes for 
white men without landed pro- 
perty (Hotten). 

Measly (popular), mean, miser- 
able-looking. 

Measnred for a funeral sermon, 
to be (American), to be near 
death's door. The allusion is 
obvious. 

He had been measured /or a /nntreU 
urmon three times, he said, and had 
never used either one of them. He knew 
a clergyman named Braley who went up 
into that region with Bright's justly cele- 
brated disease.— AVw York Mercury. 

Meat and drink (West Indian), a 
swizzle or cocktail, in which an 
egg— both white and yolk— is 
beaten up. 

Med. (medical students), an abbre- 
viation of medical student. 

Common cads, who, it is well known, 
describe themselves as Meds, when in 
a tcn.pe,—S/ortin£ Times. 

Medes and Persians (Winchester 
College), jumping on another 
** man " when he is in bed. 

Medical Greek, the slang used 
by medical students at the 
hospitals. 
VOU IL 



"Give him,'* said the worthy medicOt 
"plenty of champagne and oysters.** A 
wedc or so passed by and the doctor lodced 
in again, finding his patient considerably 
better. He said to the wife, " I sup- 
pose you've been following my advice f*' 
*' WeU," she replied, " we're not very well 
off. Can't afford much in the way of 
champagne and oysters, but I've done the 
htst I could for him with gin and coddes.** 
— Bird o' Freedom. . 

Megs (Stock Exchange), Mezioan 
Railway ist Preference Stock. 
(Old cant), guineas. 

Mei-le-kween-kwok (pidgin, Can- 
ton), American, 'Melican. 

Melt, to (old cant), to spend 
money. 

Melthog (tinker), under or inner 
shirt. 

Melton (tailors), dry bread. A 
reference to Melton cloth. 

Member-mug (old cant), a cham- 
ber-pot. 

Mem-sahib (Anglo-Indian), the 
(English) lady head of a funily. 
Ma'am, madam. 

** This singular example of a 
hybrid term is the usdal re- 
spectful designation of an Euro- 
pean married lady in the Ben- 
gal Presidency" (Anglo-Indian 
Glossary). 

D 



\^ 



so 



Menagerie — Mew^mew. 



the (theatrical), the 
orchestra. So called from the 
infernal discord occasioned by 
the tuning of instruments. 

Menavelings, odd money remain- 
ing after the daily accounts are 
made up at railway booking- 
offices. Menavdingt is properly 
applied to very small sums, 
as pence or sixpences. From 
menave^ an old provincial word 
for a minnow, as if the money 
were small fty, and perhaps 
because all is fish that comes 
to certain nets. 

Mend fences, to (American), to 
mend or repaif fences for a man 
is to attend to his interests. A 
story of a political agent for a 

* man who was candidate for the 
governorship of Rhode Island, 
and who succeeded in dexter- 
ously obtaining the vote of a 
community by paying for the 
restoration of their place of 
worship, is described in a 
Western newspaper as **A ju- 
dicious emissary — how he re- 
paired fences both of the church 
and his candidate." 

Men on the fence. Vide Float- 

BBS. 

Mephisto (tailors), the foreman. 

Merldn, hair on the pud. nulieb., 
the p. m« itself. In American 
thieves' slang, also hair dye. 
Hotten says that merkin origin- 
ally meant false hair for a 
woman's privities. The word 



occurs in the poetical works of 
the Earl of Rochester. 

Mess (army. and navy), to lose 
the number of one's men, to die. 

MesSy to, (popular), to play with 
a woman lewdly, to interfere 
unduly. Costermongers, says 
Hotten, refer to police super- 
vision as '* messing." 

Mtstf, mnstee, mestes (Anglo- 
Indian), a half-caste. 

Metallician (turf), a racing book- 
' maker. Bookmakers use metal- 
lic books and pencils (Rotten). 
Little used now. 

Metal rule ( ) (printers). This 

is a polite way of expressing a 
vulgar word or oath. JfeUU rvle 

in speech, and " " in print 

would be used. Thus a man in 
irritation would say, "Ton be 

Mets (American). In sporting 
circles the members of the 
Metropolitan or New York base- 
ball club are called MeU, The 
term is extending, so that pro- 
bably ere long a New Yorker 
will be generally known as a 
Met. (Stock Exchange), Metro- 
politan Railway Ordinary Stock. 

Met, the, common abbreviation 
among Baat-enders for the Met- 
ropolitan Music HalL 

Mew-mew (tailors), a derisive 
ejaculation meaning tell it to 
some one else, *' tell that to the 



marmes. 



•> 



Mid-mia — Midsli. 
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Mia-mia (np-conntrj Australian), 
a hed, prononnoed my-my, rest. 
Miaimia or gunyah is the hut 
the Australian blaokfellow con- 
structs for himself by making a 
sloping screen of leafy^ branches. 
It has passed into white men's 
slang. AustxaliaiM say, "I'm 
going to mj mta-mta," meaning 
*' Fm going to bed" or ^goii^ 
to pest." 

Within oar leafy mia-mta then we crept. 
And ere a man could fifty count we slept. 
--Keighl^ Gaodddkdt Om Om 

Mideey (American}, a common 
word for an Irlshznan, the same 
as Faddy. 

Mkkj (up-oeuntiy AwrtniH«ii),iR 
term for a wild bull, said to 
have originated in Gippsland, 

- Victoria. ProbaUy from the 
asBOoiation of hviSU with Mickeys 
or Irishmen. Micky, by the 
way, has nothing in common 
with Michael, as generally sup- 
posed, but is derived from mifei^ 
which see. 

The rope after passing throogh two or 
three pulleys is fisstened round the faurrel 
of a windlass outside. It tighteot the 
micJfy, feels the strain, and gives a gitat 
leap.— ,^. C. Grtmi. 

Middles (Stock Exchange), Mid- 
land Railway Ordinary Stock. 
Middy is a common term for a 
midshipman. 

Middle, an old cant term for 

finger. Vide Breton's "Court 
and Country," 1618. (Popular), 
the pud. fam., whence the say* 
ings, "virtus non senper in 



medio," "in medio femin» et 
pisoes sunt meliores." " Virtus 
in medio, as the devil said when 
he coupled with a harlot." 

Middleman (thieves), explained 
by quotation. 

And what b worse, there doesn't tstm 
to ^ aay middiemiiM in these degcocMtte 
day% who can get stolen property back for 
you, as in days of yore. — Birdjt* Fntdam, 

(Tailors), the immediate em- 
' piqyer of workman, who oo^ 
: tracta for others* 

. . . The hot haste w^h whicb tftey 
were stitching away, so as to be able to 
«|Uyi at therrate of a ^hiUiqg., ^^y ^:^ 
mifUUfmtMi who paid tb^in the nu|gni- 
ficent sum of sevenpence for male&g a pair 
of gentleman's trousers.—/. Grmrwotd: 
Shadows on the Blind, 

Middle pie (popular)^ the stomach. 

Middling^ (tailors), I don't think 
so, I don't believe what you say« 

Midgic (tinker), a shilling. 

Miesli, smsli (tinker), to go, to 
come, to send. The origin of 
"mizzle," begone. It is not 
generally, or in fact at all, 
known how extensively Shelta 
is understood among vagrants 
even in London. It has probably 
been the medium by which 
many Celtic words have passed 
into English. Midi means in 
Shelta not only to go, but to 
transfer by going or transit, 
hence to send, and also to send 
a message or vrrite. E.g,,**Midi 
to my bewer," write to my 
woman, or vnfe; "My deal is 
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Mike— Mill. 



midin to kradj in the kiena/' 
I am going to stay in the 
house. Also to rain. 

Mike (tailors), to do a mike, to 
pretend to be working or hang 
about. The term is also used 
as a verb. A corruption of old 
Bnglish mieh (still used by 
printers), to skulk or shirk 
work. 

Mild (common), inferior, applied 
to a feeble attempt. Vide 
Draw it Mild. 

Mild bloater (popular), weak 
young man who has pretensions 
to being horsey. 

Miles' boy (tailors), a very know- 
ing lad in receipt of much in- 
formation. 

Miles' boy is spotted (common), 
a saying addressed to any one 
in a printing-office who begins 
to spin a yam. " Miles' boy " 
was a young gentleman at- 
tached to the last coach which 
started from Hampstead, and 
was celebrated for his faculty 
of diverting the passengers with 
anecdotes and tales. MUes* hoy 
is tpotted, we know all about 
Miles' boy. 

Milestonemonger (common), one 
who likes roaming, a tramp. 

Of all men I should be the last to utter 
a hanh word against the most inveterate 
miiutcMemonger that ever fled from his 
family to enjoy the sweets of freedom.—/* 
Greenwood: Tag, Rag&» Co, 



Mile, to (society), to ride on the 
Ladies' MUe in Hyde Park. 

At six o'clock within the Park, 
Midst beauty, rank, and style, 
I canter on my bonny bay, 
Adown the Ladies' Mile. 
I mile— I mile — 
When riding down the Mile. 
—BaUad: Tk€ Lmdies* MiU. 

Milk hole (Winchester), the hole 
formed by the rush of water 
through lock gates. 

Milk horse (racingX a horse en- 
tered at a race to make money 
on, and always scratched before 
the afEair comes off. ViAe To 
Milk. 



shake (American), explained 
by quotation. 

The latest craze in New York is the use 
of milk in numerous wa]rS| and the dairy 
trade is enjoying a boom in coosequeoce. 
The greatest calls for the lacteal fluid are 
from physicians and their patients, and 
from saloons and drug stores, where the 
ttUlk shake has become a fiiTOurite beve* 
rage. — Snorting Times* 

Milk, to (popular), to bleed, 
to obtain money from by coax- 
ing, &C. (Turf), to lay against 
a horse fraudulently, i.«., when 
the bettor has full knowledge 
that the horse is not meant to 
win, or has the power and in- 
tention of preventing bim from 
so doing. 

Milky ones (popular), white linen 
rags. 

Mill (popular and thieves), the 
treadmill. 



MiO—MiUer. 
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Was yoa nerer on the miUf — Dickent : 
Olwtr Twist 

(Ck>mmoii), a fight. 

Quite catttioosly the nwiV/ began. 
For neither knew the other's plan. 
— Ainswartk: RookwootL 

The if tS was the old Insolvent 
Debtors' Court. 

Mill, to (popular), to fight; to 
pound with the fists, as beat- 
ing com with a stone. 

My Lord related all his feats in London 
. . . how he had milUd a policeman. — 
Tkmcken^: SkmiiyGtMUel Stowy, 

From maUt to hammer, stamp 
or beat ; malU, a hammer ; 
Latin nudleua ; Aryan root mar. 
(Thieves and vagabonds), to kill, 
as "to m{Jil a bleating cbeate,** 
to kill a sheep. 

Mill a ken, to (thieves), to com- 
mit burglary. 

To ndU each ktn let Cove bing then, 
Throngh Ruffmans, Jagne, or Laund. 
— 7A# Bngiuk Rogut ducribtd m Hu 
Lift o/Mtriton Lairvon, 

AlsotosteaL Probably the old 
^jpsj mill or miUer, to convey 
away, to take. *'01dRiifl!ermfZ2 
the qaire-caflin," ».e., the devil 
take the Justice of the Peace. 



(old cant), a woman's 



tongae. 



Milled (thieves), a reference to 
the treadmill. 

I shookin't have beeniiri/2n/. if it hadn't 
been for her advice . . . and what's six 
weeks of itI—DicAens : Oliver Twist, 

Miller (old cant), a murderer, 
housebreaker. (Ck>mmon), to 



drown the miUer, is, according 
to Bartlett, to put too much 
water in the fiour in making 
bread, which he says is " doubt- 
lees an English expression." At 
all events, he adds, that ** putting 
the miUer^i eye out " is a phrase 
used when too much liquid is 
put to a dry or powdery sub- 
stance. As water-mills are far 
more conmion in the United 
States than wind-mills, Mr. 
Bartlett might easily have found 
an apter illustration for the 
saying than that which he has 
adopted, and left both England 
and the baker out of the ques- 
tion. Thewater is said to "drown 
the miller** when the mill-wheels 
axe rendered useless for work 
in fiood time by superabundance 
of the fiuid. The saying was 
exemplified by the American 
miller, whose wife in his opinion 
was a great poetess — who, see- 
ing that the useful mill-stream 
had become a raging, useless 
torrent, looked up to it, her eye 
in a fine frensy rolling, and ex- 
claimed — 

" This here water 
Comes down much faster than it ought 
terl" 

A gentlenuui had mixed his toddy, when 
a teetotaller sitting beside him said, in a 
deep voice: 

*' There's death in that glass 1 " 

" What dkl you say ?" replied the other. 

*' There's death m that glass ! " repeated 
the cold-water man, in a still more sepul- 
chral tone. 

The gentleman looked at his toddy 
inquiringly, ladled some out, siiq;>ed it 
slondy to taste it better, and at length 
said: 

" You're right— you're right. I believe 
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Miller— Mm. 



I have drowned tks milUr" aad At once 
proceeded to strengthen kis liquor. — 

To give one the mHUr, to 
engage a person in conversation 
till a sufficient number of per- 
sons have gathered together to 
set upon the victim with stones, 
dirt,garbage,&c Tu^ To Mill. 
Generally to hoot at, to handle 
roughly, to ill-treat. 

The q>ecial correvpondeot of the Even- 
it^ News appears to have been brutally 
maltrrated at Exeter. Future generations 
of correspondents will do well to reflect 
opon his "two lovely black eyes," and 
to paoM ere working up ultra-sensational 
oiatter about this city, whose inhabitants 
are of the rough and ready order. Upon 
(me occasion they did not spare their 
bishop— the present Bishop of London — 
who &irly " got the miller" whiUt address- 
ing a meeting at the Victoria Hall.— ^/r</ 
*• Freedom. 

IfiUer, to (old cant), to rob or 
steaL (Gypsy), to convey away, 
remove, involving stealing. 
Miller in gypsy means also to 
mix, mingle, add up, connt, 
colour, adjust. Hindu, milana, 
Vidt To Mill a Kbn. 

Milling (popula:r), fighting. 

With Tommy Sayers, too, I've felt 
To box I would be willing ; 
I should have won his cups and belt— 
.1 ataiid Ai at meilling:. 

^BiU Syket: The Cauut't Smf, 

(West America), explained by 
quotation. 

He plnngts into the fray with as much 
matmy of himself as possible, singling out 
the finest-conditioned head, wasting no 
WUs, and, instead of keeping the frightened 
game on the run, executing th« cowboy's 
device to check a stampede of cattle, 
namely, milling.— H, L. Williams: In 
tJu mU H^esL 



Milling cove (popular), price- 
fighter. 

Two milling' cevet^ each vkle avake, 
Vere backed to fight for heavy stake. 
— Aiuswortk: Rockweod. 

Mill, in the (army), to be a 
prisoner in the guardroom. 

Mill-ken (old cant), hoosebreakar. 

Mr. Wild, with mtfch solemnity, rejoined 
" that the same capacity which qaaUfies a 
mill-Jkent a bridle-cull, or a buttock<«nd- 
file to arrive at any degree of eminence in 
his profession, would Iflcewise raise a man 
in what the world esteems a more honour- 
able c»l[iBg,"'^Fielding: immtJUm IVild, 

Mill-lay (thieves), burglary. Vide 
To Mill a Ksn. 

Mil-mil (Australian bush slang), 
see. MU-mil is a blackfellow*s 
word that the whites have in- 
corporated into their slang, 
principally in the pidgin-Bng- 
lish in which the whites carry 
on their conversation with the 
knacks. 

" Here« Mahmy," said one to his chief 
" here that been cut him bead off. Ton 
mi7-m// blood." 

I shuddered, lliere, bow that It was 
potnted oat to me, on the vary ttooo I had 
sat down on when stripping to search for the 
body, the bk>od-stains were plain. Thty 
spattered the dead leaves and stained the 
grass stalks.— y( . C. Grant : Susk L(fi m 
QueenslatuL 

Mill the glaze, to (thieves), break 
the window. Vide To Mill a 
Ken. 

Mill the qnod, to (thieves), to 
break away from jail. 



MHiqg-^MiHgo. 
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Milltoff (theatrical), a ahirt. 
From the tinker mtUKog. 

Millwash (tailors), vest canvas. 

• 

Mimming maggtr (theatrical). 
From obsolete to mime, to 
mimic, play the bnffoon. '* A 
buffoon, who attempts to excite 
laughter or derision^ by aoV 
ing or speaking In the man- 
ner of another, a joouean aad 
servile imitator" (Ogilvie). Of 
this class are the ape-like ani- 
mals who, in borlesqniiig tba 
strongly marked peonllarities 
of eminent artists, hold them 
up to derision and contempt. 
" In the country of the Ulnd, 
the one-eyed man is king/' and 
amongst mimics, the monkey is 
legitimate monarch. 

Mind yonr eye (popular), take 
care. 

Mind your p'« and q'« (popolsr), 
obeerre the details of etiquette. 
Of mtful ffcwr p*i and ^9 Mr. 
Edward Fitsgerald, in the A«s- 
tralian Printers' Keepeake, 
writes, ** This advice has » most 
distinct smack of its origin and 
extraction, and is now in gene- 
ral use in lodety which is pre- 
bably unaware of the source of 
its obligation. Most unmiatak- 
ably it originated in the pardon- 
able confusion with whioh a 
beginner ia likely to treat 
'characters* so much alike as 
p and q, when first making their 
acquuntanoe in arevened form. 
It is a near relation of ' to speak 



by the card,' to whioh it bwa 
preferential claim on those who 
endeavour to fulfil the cere- 
monial lav of pditaness — 
etiquette.'* 

Mlns^o (Harvard University), a 
chamber-pot. AnalnusingoitMy 
in this conneetion is told of 
Harvard. "Many years ag^ 
some students wishing to make 
a present to their tutor, Mr. 
Flynt, called on him, informed 
him of their intention, and re- 
quested him to select a gift 
which would be acceptable tp 
him. He replied that he was 
a single man, that he already 
had a well-filled library, and in 
reality wanted nothing. The 
students, not at all satisfied with 
this answer, determined to pre- 
sent him with a silver oham- 
ber-potb One was accordingly 
made of the appropriate dimen- 
sions and inscribed with these 
words : — 

At iii|<Gfe cuin bonbis 

Ros est Muabcrnnui nraibis. 

On the morning of Com* 
mencement Day this was borne 
in procession, Id a morocco case, 
and presented to the tutor. 
Tradition does not say with 
what feelings he received it, 
but it remaiued for many years 
at a room in Quincy, where he 
was accustomed to spend his 
Saturdays and Sundays, and 
finally disappeared abont the 
beginning of the Revolutionary 
War. It is supposed to ^ve 
been carried to England. 
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Minor — Miss. 



Minor (Harvard UniTersity), a 
water-closet. This term is 
peonliar to Harvard and is of 
classical derivation, from mtnor, 
smaller, " house" being under- 
stood. 

Minor-clergy (popular), yonng 
chimney'sweeps. 

Mint (old cant), gold. Also a 
sanctuary in Soathwark for 
those who fled from their ere- 
ditora Hence "minters/' the 
inhabitants there. 

Misapplication. If the essence 
of slang be the misuse of 
words, some of the terms 
in circulation amongst many 
journalists, chiefly American, 
are slang of the most bril- 
liant type. The following amus- 
ing "Proscription," which ap- 
p^tred in the Chicago Pott, 
instances a few of the more 
glaring examples : — 

" Hereafter every reporter in this office 
ihaU be personally decapiuted, and shall 
lose his situation who shall be guilty of the 
use of any of the following barbarisms of 
language >—Postmortemed, for dissected; 
laiddcd, infanticided, acddentated ; in- 
dignated, for got nuul ; disremembered, 
disrecoOecC, disforgot, &c. ; abluted, for 
wailiad himtelf, herself, or itself, as the 
case toMj be ; spom, for spared ; spon- 
dnUz, fior ducats ; catastrophed, scrump- 
tiona, reoepted, planted, or funerated, for 
buried. And any editor, reporter, corre- 
qnodcnt, acribe, or dead-beat shxdl, as an 
additional penalty, be put on half pay who 
shall write ' on last evening,' ' on this 
manaag,* * on yesterday,' or ' on ten 
o'dodc thb forenoon.' " 



that if the oooopiflr 
sleep when sitting on 
them he tumbled off. 



to 

of 



Misfit (tailors), said of an awk- 
ward man, badly built. 

Mish (thieves), a shirt. From 
*' coomiission,'* which see. 

Mish it ihem (tinker), hit it hard ! 

Mishtopper (thieves), a coat Vide 

HiBH. 

Mislain (tinker), rain, to rain. 
Midain (or miedi, midi}, in 
the Shelta or tinkers' dialect, 
also means to go. Vide To 

HiZZLB. 

Miss (printers). In printers' par- 
lance a miu is an omission to 
lay on a sheet in feeding a 
printing machine. 



Baxter (American), a person 
occasionally referred to in New 
England in reference to those 
who are " too previous," or too 
prompt in love-making, ftc 

There was a nice young lady named 3fus 

BaxUr, 
Refused a fine young man before he axed 

her. 

Miss one's figfure, to (common), 
to miss a chance, to make a 
mistake. 



in many churches 
and chapels seats so constructed 



the tip, to (circus), to fall 
short of an order, suggestion, 
intention, or object. This is 
used generally in slang, but in 
exhibitions it has a special ap- 
plication to the performer not 



Mis^ — Mizzle. 
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undentanding or catchiDg the 
tip or word which indicates that 
he must act. 

Mlasy baba (Anglo - Indian), a 
young lady ; a term borrowed 
from the natiyes, baha being 
meant for baby. "Is Hiss 
Smith at home ? " was asked of 
a native servant by a visitor. 
"No, Miuy hdba in tnb eating 
mango," was the answer. 

Mistnra God help 'em (medical), 
the title of an omnUtm gatherum 
of medicines, generally the col- 
lected dregs of several bottles, 
said to have been given as a 
last resource on the off-chance 
of some one of the many drugs 
having a beneficial (!) effect. 
From a story that a certain 
man who had a valuable mare 
apparently dying, gave her all 
the old odds and ends of medi- 
cine in his garret, labelled **Fiat 
mittiira, God hdp and cure 
her/'* The mare recovered, but, 
" singular to relate," every dis- 
ease for which the medicines 
were intended came out on her 
one after the other I 

Mitten (American), to give the 
mitten, to dismiss as a lover. 
Hotten confines the word to 
Canada. In Germany a dis- 
carded suitor is said to get a 
basket. 

Had 1 only got her glove — 
Without a g-~— I'd have her love. 
But the lilting jilting kitten. 
Has bestowed on me a mitUu. 

^Tke S9rrtw9 ^Smm, 



Possibly from the old custom 
of throwing the glove down as 
a sign of defiance, or derisively 
bestowing a mUten instead of 
a glove as a keepsake. If. E. 
Cobham Brewer, in NeUe and 
Queries, suggests the Latin mit- 
tere, to send about your busi- 
ness. There is an obsolete ad- 
jective mittent, sending forth. 
Webster gives the phrase as 
colloquial English. 

Mittens (pugilistic), boxing, 
gloves. 

Mi^ies (popular), landladies. 

A lot of old mwies gone queer with the 
greens. 

— Punch, 

Mizsler or mm mizzler (popu- 
lar), one clever at effecting an 
escape, or getting out of a diffi- 
culty. Vide To If IZZLB. 

Mizzle, to (common), to go away, 
decamp, vanish. 

"Come, come," the Saint answer'd, "you 
very well know. 

The young man's no more his than your 
own to bestow — 

Toodi one button of his if you dare, Nick- 
no! no! 

Cut your stick, nr,— come, misMU! be off 
with you ! go ! " 

The DevU grew hot— " If I do fU be shot ! 

An' you come to that, Cuthbert, 111 tell 
you what's what. 

He has asked us to dine here, and go we 
will not!" 

—Jngoldsiy Legends. 

From the Shelta or tinkers' 
dialect (Celtic), miedi, midain, 
to go. In the same tongue iw«rfy 
mizzler, a tramp. 
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MizzU — Moki. 



" To mizzle — (synonymoos with 
diiizle — thick, fine, persistent 
down£all of moisture from a 
foggj sky. About George IV., 
and afterwards William lY., 
the Tulgar punsters of the time 
indulged themselves in the pun- 
ning witticisms that pleased the 
nn&stidious public of the time : 
'First they reigned, and then 
they mizzled.* Th«^ point of the 
joke consisted in the double 
meaning of the word mizzle, 
which signifies to disappear 
silently, to vanish. Thomas 
Hood used the word in the same 



sense. 

And then on« mimsiif^ Michael night, 
The lout he tm'xM/eti too. 

— Lat^hierfrom Year to 
Year. 

Mob (thieves), gang. 

Being with the nice mob (gang) yon 
may be sure what I learned. I went out 
at the game three or four times a week, 
aod used to touch almost every time. — 
Horsley : Jottings from Jail. 

(Up-country Australian), a 
herd, a flock. 

OccasiMuJly they passed through a mo6 
standing on the roadside, and John was 
greatly ammed at seeing aome of the young 
calves and steers advancing boldly to them 
with many airs of assumed anger. — A . C. 
Grant: Bush Life in QuetnslofuL 

(Popular), a young woman, a 
corruption of mab. 

Mobs (thieves), compani<»i8. 

Mobtman (thieves), pickpocket. 
Getting obsolete. 



My cousin's a fence, with a crib in the 

Mint; 
My sister goes out with a mobtmam so 
smart. 

— /. Greenwood: A Night in a 
^YorkhoMS€» 

Mockered (common), dirtied, de- 
filed. Hotten defines this as 
''holey, marked unpleasantly." 
It is the gypsy mukkado, often 
pronounced mockerdo, or mod:- 
ered, meaning smeared, defiled, 
dirtied, spotted, and sometimes 
"painted." 

Mods, short for Moderations, the 
intermediate examination at 
Oxford. 

Mofussil (Anglo-Indian), the pro- 
vinces, or the country stations 
and districts as disting^uished 
from the Presidency, or the 
rural localities of a district as 
contradistinguished from the 
Sndder or chief station. The 
word (Hind, from Arab.) mu- 
faezalf means properly " sepa- 
rate," and hence provincial 
(Anglo-Indian Glossary). 



(tailors), telling an un- 



truth. 



BftoistesL Vide Chaffeb. 

Moke, the costermonger's name 
for a donkey, first giv^i in ang^r 
or contempt, or as an objurga- 
tion to urge the animal to go 
on ; but now more commonly 
used in affection for the useful 
beast **It originally signified 
a pig, from the Gaelic muich, 
but has long ceased to have the 



Moki—Mott. 
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objectionable Tnfaming among 
the class who use it." Another 
derivation is from Swedish moka, 
quarrelsome, obstinate, sullen. 
Also mocha, dang; both terms 
of abuse. 

What the hone b to the predatoiy Arab, 
the donkey is to the oostennonKer— his 
all-in-all. The " coster " %vould sooner sell 
his wife in Smithfield, if the law would 
permit, than ''swap** his tmokt at the 
cattle market. — Dt/rvtg : London Lift. 

Moko, a name given by sportsmen 
to pheasants killed by mistake 
daring September, before the 
pheasant-shooting season comes 
in. They pall ont their tails, 
and roundly assert that they 
are no pheasants at all; but 
fnoko% (Hotten). Moko is pro- 
bably from "mock,** or a 
humorous oorruption of macoM, 

Moles (up-country Australian), 
moleskin breeches. 

Though our pants are X i ^ f w , and apiM- 
rently made 
With the aid of a tomahawk ; 
ThoDfh we are not in fashion's garb 
arrayed. 
We can revd in tea and talk. 

-Keiihiiy GoodckUd: WkiU the 
BiUyBmlu 

Moll (thieves), a girl, woman. 

At the head of the letter the following 
was written across the page : " Poison 
tlie moUC*—Cretmuood: Seven Curtee qf 
London, 

A female companion, wife, or 
mistress. 

The party congratulated him that his 
moll would be in good hands. — Evtuing 



This word, from its resem- 
blance to the nickname for 
Kary, is assumed to be the 
same. Compare with "poll," 
" polled up." It has been sug- 
gested that it owes its form to 
the gypsy Hindu mal, which 
means a female friend or ally. 

MoU-sack, a reticule. 

Moiled (popular), in company 
with a woman. 

Moll -hook (thievesX a female 
pickpocket. 

MoU-rowingf. Hotten says that 
this means "out on the spree 
in company with so-called ' gay 
women,' in allusion to the ama- 
tory serenadings of the London 
cats." It may be derived, and 
probably was, from i/oU, and 
row, a noise. There appears to. 
have been also, nearly a centvnry 
ago, a very noted woman named 
HoU Roe, who is often alluded 
to in the "fast" Uteiatore of the 
time, and who formed the sub- 
ject of a song; but whether this 
was not a pseudonym borrowed 
firom the term, we are not in- 
formed. 

Or whistle Moll Roe to a pig. 

— Irish Son£, 

MoU-sIftTey (old cant), maid- 
servant. 

Molly to, mollini: (oommon), to 
go with women, to act effemi- 
nately. To coddle up or cuddle. 
Dutch, malien, to play the fool, 
to behave one's self wantonly. 
MaUooi, a foolish girl or wenoh. 
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Molly — Monk. 



MoUj (printers), '* Mary." Prac- 
tically a blank in jeffing with the 
nine quadrats, when no nicks 
appear uppermost in the quad- 
rats thrown ; hence no count. 
(London slang), a young sodom- 
ite. 

MoUj Cotton-tail (American), a 
she-rabbit. 

*' Which of the girU did the Rabbit 
numy?" asked the little boy dabiously. 

" I did year tell un 'er name," replied the 
old man, with a great affectation of interest, 
" bat look like I done gone en fergit it off 'n 
my mine. £f I don't disremember," he 
continued, "hit wax Miss Molly Cotton- 
tmil, en I speck we better let it go at dat." 
'"Uncle Remus. 

Molocher (popular), a cheap hat. 

Molo-num (pidgin), i.e., moro, a 
Moor, a negro. 

Ifolto cattivo (circus, theatre. 
Punch and Judy, &c.), very bad, 
doing badly. 

Mo lunge on (American). Mr. 
Henry A. Wise once said, in the 
Legislature of Virginia, that a 
mulatto was the offspring of 
the young gentleman heir-appa- 
rent of an estate with one of 
the family or house servants, 
but that the child of a female 
field-labourer by a Yankee pedlar 
was a molungeon. 

Monarch (popular and thieves), 
a man's signature or name. 
Literally the king, number one. 
Evidently a term suggested by 
exalted ideas of one's self-im- 
portance. This explanation is 



supported by the Italian cant 
term wumareo, signifying I, my- 
self, which has given the French 
monarque, same meaning. Also 
moniagna, mia madre, 

Mondayish (popular), disinclined 
for work, Monday being a day 
for amusement among workmen. 
(Clerical), used up, tired. A 
phrase that has its origin in 
the clergyman's supposed state 
of fatigue on Monday, after the 
work of Sunday. 

Moniker, monacher (popular, 
thieves, and tinker), a man's 
signature or name. A corrup- 
tion of " monarch," which see. 

When the *' box-man " reached oat the 
tools, the new comer seised a pick-axe, 
which was immediately claimed by another 
man. The new arrival quietly said, 
'* There's my moMtkerupon it." — Evenimg^ 
News. 

Monk (printers). Mr. Edward 
Fitzgerald, in *' The Australian 
Printers' Keepsake," writes: — 
' ' Sometimes a monk is the object 
of solicitude, an unsightly black- 
ness caused by ' furniture 'show- 
ing, or undistributed ink. It Is 
a saying manifestly originating 
with the venerable Caxton him- 
self, and evidently alluding to 
the unwelcome intrusion of the 
gentlemen of the Scriptorium^ 
near which portion of West- 
minster Abbey Caxton com- 
menced his English labours." 
Monk is also applied to a proof 
which is too black, and '* friar '* 
when it is too light or grey. 



Monkery — Monk^. 
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From the. respective colours of 
their garments. Yvie Fbiab. 

(American), abbreyiation of 
momkfyvng^ trifling with. Yidt 
To Monkey. 

Monkery (tinker), the coontrj. 
Adopted into common canting, 
and used especially by Punch 
and Judy men, itinerants, ka. 

Monkey (turf), five hundred 
pounds. The cry not unfre* 
quently heard in the ring of 
"The field a v^nkey" means 
that the layer is willing to bet 
500 even against any one horse 
in the race. 

Later oo 400 to 500 was accepted, and 
finally seven moi»keys,—Sp0rting Timu* 

(Common), to get one's mon- 
ibey up, to rouse his anger. 
Hotten says " a man is said 
to have the monkey up, or the 
numkey on his back, when he 
is out of temper." Probably in 
allusion originally to the evil 
spirit which was supposed to 
be always present with a man. 
A variant in some parts is " to 
stroke the black dog down." 
Monkey-boaxd, the step behind 
an omnibus on which the con- 
ductor stands. (Legal), monkey 
with a long tail, a mortgage. 
(Popular), a short jacket, a hod 
for mortar or bricks. 

Ton me sowl, I was side, tore, and 
tired of goin' np and down the latther 
wid that ould iMMufarir on me shoulder. — 
T. Brvmu : GilUgas^s m tkg S/ne, 

(Nautical), the vessel in which 
a mess receives its allowance of 



grog. Sucking the monkey^ ex- 
plained by quotation. 

" Do yon know what socking the Miw 
kty meansT" "No, sir.'* "Well, then. 
1*11 tell you ; it's a term used among iia- 
men for drinking rum out of cocoa-nuts, 
the milk having been poured out, and the 
liquor substituted." — lf4MV7»/ .* i*#<«r 

Also drinking generally, or 
abstracting liquor from a cask 
by sucking with a straw. 

Her late lamented was only a low cus- 
toms' officer, who had been bowled out 
sucking the m9ukty.—S^arH$i£ Timti. 

Monkey catcher (West Indian). 
Amongst the Jamaican negroes 
this signifies a cute, shrewd, 
and level-headed individual — 
one not too scrupulous in his 
methods, and who adds a spioe 
of cunning to his cleverness. 
If a piece of work, or any 
matter requires special care 
and attention in its execution, 
they say, " Soffly cateh monkey," 
meaning, take care, exercise 
tact, don't go blundering, that 
matter requires finesse and 
judgment to carry it through. 
Looked at in any light, the 
phrase is a curious one. In 
the first place, it is a good 
illustration of a certain rough 
and elementary shrewdness in 
the negro character; and fur- 
ther, is an example of the hold 
which the memory of African 
life still retains upon them, in- 
asmuch as there are no mon- 
keys indigenous to Jamaica, 
and the phrase is most likely 
of African origiD. 
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Monkey — Mooch. , 



Monkey on one'e tMu:k, to s^et a 

(popular), to get out of temper. 

Monkeys (printers), another ex« 
pression used by pressmen to 
denote a compositor by way 
of retaliation for calling them 
" pigs." 

Monkey shines (popalar), eccen- 
tricities, queer actions. 

How can human beings be guilty of such 
monkey shines. — Detroit Free Press. 

Monkey, to (American), to play 
tricks, to trifle, to fool with, to 
tamper with, obviously from the 

• mischievousness and trickiness 
of these animals. 

It had on it, " Please don't monkey with 
this Indian-rubber trunk. It has loaded 
guns and pistols, and it won't stand any 
wunk." — New York Mercury, 

Also to make, effect, execute 
in any way. Used jestingly or 
sarcastically. 

Andrew Jones he wuz er artis' 
On he high an lofty scale, 

Po' he monkeyed wid de ceilin* 
An' dc white-wash brush an' patL 

— ^. KelUr. 

" Wall, old boss," I says to Meissonier, 
" how much do you git a squar' yard fer 
mcnkeyin* such a pictur as thet ar'?" — 
The Hoositr in Europe, 

Monopolises the macaroon 

(masher), a new way of saying 
it takes the cake. 

" Devilish fine gal, deah boy." 

*' Yaas, quite takes the cake, Cholly." 

" Bah Jove, yass, monopolises themeica- 

rooUf don't cher know." — Conversation 

Overheard in a Theatre, 

Mon. 08. (Westminster School), 
abbreviation of monitor o$tii, 



the Queen's scholar of the 
second election, who announces 
the hour in Latin at the close 
of school. 

M o n 8 (Winchester College). 
From the Latin mons, a moun- 
tain, a heap or crowd, a pile of 
anything. 

Month (city), "a bad attack of 
the end of the month,*' in the 
city, is to have run through 
one*8 funds about the 20th, 
and to have to borrow for the 
remaining ten dajs. 

Mooch (common), the robbers* 
mooch is that peculiar well- 
known step or striding walk 
of the brigand or bravo in a 
melodrama. On the mooch, vide 
To Mooch. 

Mooch, mouch, to (general), to 
sponge, to slink away and allow 
others to pay for your entertain- 
ment, to look out for any articles 
or circumstances which may be 
turned to a profitable account ; 
also for scraps of food, old 
clothes, watching in the streets 
for odd jobs, horses to hold. 
Loafing about in quest of any- 
thing that may turn up in the 
shape of amusement, strolling 
about to look at the girls. 
Also begging, explained by quo- 
tations. 

He may while away the tedium of the 
tramp by mooching;^. Mooching is the art 
of getting what things you want to eat at 
different houses. A successful moocher 
must be a man of some imagination who 
can not only lie, but lie in a logical and 



Mooch — Moonshee. 
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pluniblt muDcr ; that is not to b« caught 
by the moat rig^ crow-rwmination. — 
Dgtrni Free Press, 



Hara I asauaa tha proper memekhig; 
pose — stocq) my head, bend my iihoulders, 
. '. . to look at, I am the incarnation of all 
that b forlorn ; and I tell you I cannot get 
to the end of Bishoptgate Stroet witboat 
beiog flopped by a doaen people, all of 
whom thrust something into my hand.— 
Tk^ Frtdnr: Sketches /rem Shady 
Pierces, 

To MMck is from old English 
fMOMi, mmA, to creep softly 
about, to skulk, stroll, idle 
about, pick while strolling. 

Moochcr, moucher (popular), a 
street thief, a beggar. 

My (ncod, the tramp, admitted with 
some excusable pride that he was oon* 
sidered in the profession a successful 
tmoocher.^Detreit Free Press. 

Also one who "sponges'* on 
acquaintances; one who. slinks 
away and allows others to pay 
for his drink. 

Moochy (Anglo-Indian), a man 
who works in leather in any 
way. The name of a low caste. 
Hindu, mochi. In English 
gypsy, leather is called mort^kc^ 
OTMorCeAjr. 

Mootfee (Anglo-Indian), a judge 
or doctor of the law. Arabic 
SMMi^on, from the same root as 
mfiUd (Anglo-Indian Glossaiy). 

A pondic in Bengal or molavee 
May daily tee a carcase bum ; 

Bat you can't furnish, for the soul of ye, 
A dirge sans ashes and an urn T 

— 'iV. B, Hmlhtd: Angle-Indiem Glossary, 

Moon (thioTes), a month or 
month's imprisonment* 



lliey ask the reeler if I was known, and 
he said no, so I was sent to Maidstone 
Street (prison) for two mooa, — Herslty: 
Jettiagsfrem Jail, 

Moonack (West Indian), pro- 
bably of African origin. A 
mythical animal known to neg- 
roes only. To meet it, is to be' 
doomed to madness or some 
lingering disease. 

Moon-curser (old cant), a link- 
boy or one that under colour 
of lighting people robs them. 
Also termed a *' glim- jack." 

Mooney (nautical), not quite in- 
toxicated, but sufficiently so to 
be unfit for duty. 

Moonlight (American Unirersity), 
to make a rush for fMotdighi 
is to attempt to get the prisa 
for elocution. 

Moonlight flitting (common), 
leaving a house by night to 
avoid paying the rent. Yid/g 
Fly-by- NiOHT. 

Moonlighters (common), men in 
Ireland who carry out sentences 
of secret societies against in- 
dividuals and perform their 
work of violence by night. 

The road on either side is bounded with 
a low wall composed of ragged little slabs 
of stone, loosely laid and loopholed to an 
extent that would delight the heart of an 
Irish moonligkier.—J, Greemtooed: Tag, 
Fag, &» Co. 

Moon-rakers (nautical), sails 
above the sky-sails. 

Moonshee (Anglo-Indian), a seore- 
tary, a reader, an intexpreter, a 
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writer. It is oommonlj applied 
by Europeans specifically to a 
native teacher of languages, 
«.«., Arabic, Persian, and Urdu. 

Its authenticity was fully proved by a 
Persian moomsJUg, who translated.— ilffV/: 
HUtory, 

Moonshin'e (common), decep- 
tion, nonsense, hnmbog. (Old), 
gilded moQfntkint^ sham bills of 
exchange. 

Moonshiner (American), a smug- 
gler, illicit distiller. 

As both brothers had now escaped to the 
mountains, which are filled with m<nm- 
tkinersj it was thought that the Burrows 
had made good their tSKXp^—Chicagv 
InUr Ocean, 

Moonshiny (common), deceptive. 

The National publishes an extraor« 
dinary, and, of course, a very moonshiny 
summary of General Boulanger's pro- 
gramme as confided by the deputy for the 
Nord to a friend on Sunday night. — 
Snorting: Times. 

Moo8e-£ace (American thieves), a 
rich, ugly-faced man. 

Mop (common), an habitual drun- 
kard. From an obvious meta- 
phor. On the mop, continu- 
ally drinking. It may be inte- 
resting to remark that mop in 
its proper sense is from old 
French mappt^ Latin mappa, a 
napkin. ** Some suppose mop 
to be of Celtic origin, as we 
have Welsh mopa and mop, Irish 
moipal ; but it is probable that 
these are from the English" 
(Skeat). It may be added that 
there are a great many Celtic 
words which have Aryan roots, 



and, of course, a resemblance to 
Saxon or English. 

Moper (popular), a deserter. 
From mope, a spiritless person. 

Mopped the floor (American), a 
common slang phrase, signifying 
that one man has thrashed an- 
other so completely as to have 
taken him like a broom or a 
mop, and swept or cleaned the 
floor with him. In speaking of 
Charles A. Dana, of the New 
York Sun, who is noted for the 
severity and savageness of his 
attacks, an admiring Western 
editor wrote, '* Uncle Dana pro- 
ceeded to inop the floor with 
his opponent." 

When Smith 
Came on to fight, he took him by the heels. 
And mopped the stttge with him until 'twas 
dean. — Bra$ui New Ballads. 

At last the crius came, when one fine day. 
For some imagined fault, the boarder said 
Unto the waiter, that unless he stirred 
A little quicker, he would bung hb eye. 
And take him by the legs, instanterly. 
And wipe the floor with him. 

— Est Modus in Rebus. 

Moppy (common), tipsy. From 
"to mop" or "mop up," which 
see. Some of the numerous 
synonyms are, "slewed, queer, 
tosticated, so so, been in the sun, 
muggy, murky, muzzy, fresh, 
glorious, bright in the eye, dull 
in the eye, overtaken, overshot, 
overdone, done over, lushy, tight, 
foggy, hazy, swipey, lumpy, 
obfuscated, groggy, ploughed, 
bosky, buffy, in liquor, far gone, 
sewed up, mooney, half seas 
over, disguised; drunk as an 
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emperor, as a wheel-barrow, 
aa David's sow, as a fish, as 
a lord, as a piper, as a fiddler," 
and the old expression " has a 
drop in his eye." ' ' Boozy " and 
"hoodman" are now much in 
Togne among '* mashers." The 
writer has seen a collection 
of nearly 300 synonyms for 
dnmkenness, mostly American. 

Mops (provincial). Statute fairs 
or "statties '* are held, where ser- 
vants seek to be hired. After 
the statute fair, a second is held 
for the benefit of those not en- 
gaged. This is called a mop, as 
it mopi or wipes up the refuse of 
the statute fair, carrying away 
the dregs of the servants left. 

Hiere is hardly a clergyman or a school- 
.^aitar in the Northern and Midland 
CooDties who is not able to make out the 
gtroogest of cases against mopt, '* roasts," 
■ad "statties" — fairs or quasi-fairs, which 
woe Ibnneiiy very usefiil for the oppor- 
tunities they afforded to farmers and 
honscwiYes for annually hiring labourers 
■od domertic servants. — Daily TtUgra^h. 

Mop npi to (nautical), a metaphor, 
to drink or empty a glass. Also 
to whisk up^ as wiping up with 
a mop. 

The fourth I hooked but lost, and by 
that time the rest of the capricious tribe 
simultaneously ceased rising, and refused 
to be tempted. Had I been there earlier, 
I might posnbly have mopped up the 
•Dtirerow. — Sir Henry Potttngtr: Trout 
FiAiHi. 

Mopnsaes (popular), cash, coin, 
money. 

He that has the mopusut 
May buy diamonds and topazes. 

— Punch. 

VOL. n. 



Possibly a oomiption of 
'* mops," grimaces, faces. Com- 
pare with French slang /ace«, 
for coin. This is, of course, 
mere conjecture. 

Mora (Anglo-Indian), a stool. In 
common use among the English 
in India. 



oral (popular). "That's a 
morcX^^ equivalent to " that's a 
certainty." Short for a moroZ 
certainty. 

They must come a cropper soon, 
They muttered— /Aa/'x a moral, 

— Punch, 



Morfydite (American), a maritime 
pronunciation, for hermaphro- 
dite, generally applied to^the 
so-called hermaphrodite brig, a 
vessel between a brig and a 
schooner. 

Morris, to (old cant), to hang 
dangling in the air, to be 
hanged. (Theatrical), to make 
oneself scarce. Alluding in both 
senses to the quick motions of 
the legs in the morris (or Moor- 
ish) dance. Also used by tailors 
with a like signification. 

Mort (canting), a woman. The 
same in old gypsy. Hindu, 
m^har, a wife, woman. It is 
not improbable that the French 
word motU {pud, mu/.)> which 
has long been common in 
England for a woman, and 
that which the French word 
expresses, has caused the gyp- 
sies to add the t. The gypsies 

E 
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very commonlj use minj for a 
woman. Tissot, in his work on 
Hungary, innocently mentions 
that gali miny (English-gypsy 
Jcdlo minj) means a dark girl I 
This derivation is more pro- 
bable than that from the Welsh 
modrybt a matron ; and moryun, 
a virgin, given by C. J. Ribton 
Turner in his " History of 
Vagrants and Vagrancy" (1887). 

Mortar-board (University), the 
square cap forming part of the 
academical dress of all mem- 
bers of the university. Said to 
be a corruption of the French 
moi'tier cap worn by Presidents 
of Courts. 

" And as your skill," resumed Mr. Tocer, 
** has been exercised in defence of my per- 
son ... I will overlook your offence in 
assummg that portion of the academical 
attire, to which you gave the offen»ve 
epithet of matiar-6oart/."—C. Bedt : Ver- 
dant Green. 

It may seem strange that an educated 
gentleman prefers to wander in the streets 
of Oxford in the evening, clad in horsey 
" checks " or bookmaker's stripes, in pre- 
ference to the tattered gown and battered 
morttir-boardy constituting the costume of 
an undergraduate.— i9tn/ d Freedom, 

Alsomortor. 

Some of them wore a mortar ovi their 
Y>KaA&,— Fuller: Pisgak, 

'Mos (printers), an abridgment 
of the word •* animosity," very 
often used by printers. " To 
show no *moB" is to express no 
grudge against a companion. 

Moses, a man that for a con- 
sideration declares himself to 



be the father of another man's 
child. Grose says, " A man is 
said to stand Motes when he 
has another man's bastard child 
fathered upon him, and he 
is obliged by the parish to 
maintain it." This may be con- 
nected with a phrase given by 
Cotgrave, "Holie MoseSy whose 
ordinarie counterfeit having on 
either side of the head an emi- 
nence or luster, arising some- 
what in the forme of a home, 
hath imboldened a prophane 
author to stile cuckolds parenti 
de Afoyse** (Hall). The Moses 
of Michael Angelo has decided 
horns, probably based on the 
head of Jupiter Ammon. 

Mosh, to (thieves), dining at 
an eating-house, and leaving 
without paying. Also doing 
the fnosh on the quiet. A cor- 
ruption of *' mooch," which 
see. 

Moshkeneer, to (common), to 
pawn an article for more than it 
is worth. There are watches 
and articles of jewellery made 
for the special purpose of swind- 
ling, and which appear to be of 
solid gold or silver, but which 
are only covered with thin rol- 
led metal. Probably from the 
Yiddish or German-Hebrew mos^ 
money, and hennery one who 
knows, one who is " fly," as in 
the word kenTier-fetzety a thieves' 
butcher. The word moss^ it 
may be observed, has in slang 
taken a wide range, and is quite 
applicable not only to money or 
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gold coin, but also to any kind 
of Taluables. 

Motqne (old cant), a church. 

M-o««- backs (American), old 
fogies, "fossils/' men behind 
the times. People who are 
"groovy," and slow to Icam 
or advance. 

The Dodo didn't exsight as much curi- 
oticjr at ought have been expected ; but 
whax 1 cum to look into the matter, I 
fimnd a donen or more county offishels 
with mou on their bmck* an inch an' a half 
kmgi and they had sorter promted the 
piqwlace (out of jealousy) to look koldly 
upon my great livin' kuriosity. — Detroit 
Fm Prttt : Litter by Pro/tuor Brown 
lykyti. 

Mot (general), a harlot. Tamer 
(" History of Vagrants and Va- 
grancy") says, **Mot huys is a 
brothel in Datch, but mot is 
not a word of Dutch origin." 
It is, however, an old Dutch 
slang word, whatever its origin 
may be. In the "Wordenboek 
wi Bazgoensch," tnot is given 
M koer, " Te mot gaen." Mot- 
iame is the true Dutch slang for 
a brothel 

Mot-cart (popular), a mattress. 
Vide Mot. 

MoUitf Shawney (theatrical), a 
mde offshoot of the Mary Anne. 
An institution to compel a new 
member of a company to pay 
his footing. It was the custom 
for the novice to be served with 
a formal notice, usually written 
in a feigned hand, and running 
after this fashion : 



" "VVTiereas it has come to our 
knowledge that Joseph Green- 
horn is an aspirant to Thespian 
honours, it is our good will and 
pleasure that the said Green- 
horn shall provide on Saturday 
next, at the hour of nine, for 
the delectation of his bretiiren, 
my children, in their respective 
dressing-rooms at the Theatre 
Royal, Slumstone in the Mud, 
one bottle of brandy, one of 
whisky, one of gin, two dozens 
of soda, and a gallon of beer. 
Whereupon the boys shall drink 
said Greenhorn's jolly good 
health, and wish him luck in 
all his undertakings, present, 
and to oome. The said Green- 
horn is warned that disobedi- 
ence to our commands will be 
attended with pains and penal- 
ties of the most stringent char- 
acter. Given under our hand 
and seal at our Palace of Slum- 
stone. 

(Signed) 

Robin Goodfellow, 
Hon. Secretary. 

Shawney x Mother, 
Her Mark." 

If the neophyte failed to 
obey this mysterious mandate, 
the following week ho received 
a more peremptory one, the 
week after one more imperative 
still. If he still remained ob- 
durate, he would find his dress- 
ing-case rifled and upset, his 
properties destroyed, his ward- 
robe ransacked, the sleeves of 
his dress coat cut and tied in 
knots, his hat smashed, his 
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boots filled with filth, &c. Of 
course, he met with an abun- 
dance of affected sympathy ; 
and, of course, no one ever 
knew who perpetrated these 
playful practical jokes. Puck, or 
Robin Goodfellow, was ubiqui- 
tous. There was nothing for 
it but to grin and bear, and 
pay. 

This institution flourished for 
a considerable period, until a 
quarter of a century ago, when, 
one night at Liverpool, a young 
actor, who afterwards attained 
considerable celebrity, refused 
to obey Mother Shavmey^a be- 
hests, and catching Robin Good- 
fellow in fiagranU ddicto (t.e., 
tampering with his dressing-case 
and wardrobe), gave the tricksy 
sprite a sound licking, and in- 
timated that the dose would be 
repeated, if necessary. It never 
was necessary. From that time 
this charming institution frizz- 
led away untU it died out alto- 
gether, and Mother Shavmey rests 
in peace in the lumber-closet of 
antiquity. 

Mouchey (popular), a Jew. 

Mouch, on the (common), strol- 
ling about in quest of amuse- 
ment; at Oxford, strolling 
about to watch the g^ls. For 
other meaning vide To Mooch. 

But when once or twice she remained out 

so late, 
That her people all night her return had 

to wait ; 
And when en iht mcuch in the park she 

was met 



While supposed to be "churching," they 
thought it, you bet, 

Somewhat strange ! 
— Bird o' Freedom. 

Moulder (pugilistic), a lumbering 
boxer who fights as if he were 
moulding clay. 

Mouldy (naval), purser*s steward, 
or assistant. 

Mouldy grubs (popular), travel- 
ling showmen, mountebanks 
who perform in the open air. 

Mouldy pates (street), servants 
in livery with hair powder. 

Mouldy 'un. a contemptuous term 
for a penny. 

The chief verger informed him that the 
fee was eighteen mouldy 'uns for maimed 
ladies. — Sporting Times, 

Mount (thieves). Applied not 
only as in England to men 
who will swear falsely, but 
also to those who hire clothes 
out for disguise ; also to those 
who wear second-hand clothes 
even honestly. (Old cant), a 
bridge; "stall on the mownt,* 
stop on the bridge. 

Mountain - pecker (popular), a 
sheep's head. 

Mounter (thieves), a false swearer. 
Vide Mount. 



Mount, to (theatrical), to "get 
up" a piece, i.e., to provide 
scenery, costumes, &c. 



Mourning — Move. 
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Monfnin^ (common), a fall suit 
of mourning, two black eyes ; 
half-moumifi^, one black eye. 

Mooning shirts (common), flan- 
nel shirts, that do not require 
washing so often as others. 

We ay moumiitg skirts, it being cuv 
tomuy for men in sadness to spare the 
pains of thdr laundresces.— TAm. FulUr: 
PiMgmJL 

Mouse (pugilistic) a black eye, 
now a common expression. 

Poor Cbinnery, our favourite " pug," 

I fear came off but ill ; 
He has a blister on his foot, 

Twonid take a pint to fill. 
His " dexter ogle " has a mouse, 

Hb " conk's devoid of bark," 
The offside of his *' kissing-trap " 

Displayt an ugly mark. 

— A Mm : House Scraps. 

Mouse digger (Winchester Col- 
lege), a small pick-axe used for 
digging up fossils, &c., in chalk 
idts. 

Monsetmp (turf), a sovereign. 
From the resemblance of the 
crown and shield to a set trap. 

'* No hunter in England can clear that 
water," replies the earl. " It's even bet* 
dng— it's five to two on him — it's a monkey 
to a mousetrap I" rejoins the excited girl. 
"Don't be so slangy, Julia," remonstrates 
her fiuher. "Papa, the mouse tra/t 
fluoe.** — Daify Pa/er. 

(Old cant), marriage. 

Month (old cant), an ifi^orant 
person, a dupe, one that gapes 
with mouth wide open ready to 
swallow anything. In French 
goU-mouekei, 



One shall lead a horse about, and an* 
other shall look for a mouth that has a 
horse to sell or change. — The Discoveries 
o/Jokn Poulter. 

Mouth-almighty (popular), a very 
talkative, noisy person. 

Mouth-bet (American), when a 
man in gambling gives only a 
verbal promise to pay it is 
called a mcutk-bet. 

"Then, governor, I see you ten dollars 
and raise you the whole State of Vermont." 

The game ceased. Alouth-betting wmm 
not a success. —Detroit Free Press. 

Mouthpiece (thieves), a counsel. 

" You come from ' Brum ' (BirminghamX 
doniycr?" 

" Yes ; I have got seven ' stretch ' for a 
•burst.'" 

" Had you a mouthpiece f " 

" No, I pleaded guilty. I expected to 
get off with a * sixer.' " 

"What did you gel?" 

"Seven stretch and supervision." — 
Evening News. 

Mouth, to have a (popular), to 
feel the effects of drinking 
alcohol; an abbreviation for 
having a dry mouth. One of 
the most general effects in the 
morning of taking too much 
alcohol overnight ; another ex- 
pression for this is, having 
'* hot coppers" or "the coppers." 
This produces a burning thirst, 
for which a " brandy and soda " 
or a "Hock and soda-water," 
are the most approved remedies. 

Move (common), a cunning trick 
or device ; up to a move or two, 
cunning, experienced. 
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Mow-beater (old cant), a drover. 
Mower (old cant), an ox, cow. 

Mozzy (Punch and Judy), Judy. 
Punch being known as ** Swat- 
chelL" 



making "confusion worse confounded" of 
his college examination. — C. BetU : NoUs 
and QuerUs. 

From muckf dirt. It has been 
suggested that it comes from 
'* run amuck." 



M's and w's (printers). A man 
in a drunken state walking 
through the streets would be 
said to be making to*» and to'f, 
owing to his uncertain and zig- 
zag gait, likened to the shape 
of these particular letters. 

M. T. (railway), an empty car- 
riage. 

Muchee (pidgin-English), much, 
very; intensified as muehee- 
mudiee. 

My catch one spirit tell my all, but he can 

no be heard, 
Some notha spilit hab got heah — he no can 

talkee word, 
They makee muchee bobbely— too MvcAes 

clowd aloun'. 
They wantchee muchee bad one time to 

chin<hin Captin Bloun. 
—The Ballad of Captain Brtnvm, 

" Massa he muchee-gooAy, Mississee she 
too-muckee goody— yunki Missee (young 
Miss) she too-muchee-muchee goody galaw 
— she givee my one dolla* cumshaw fo* 
time." 

Mvck (old cant), money. 

Mocker (army), a term for com- 
missariat officer, nearly obsolete. 
(Common), to go a mucker^ to 
fail, to come to grief. 

To go a fearful mucker . . . bad dash at 
anything and Cails, whether he is thrown 
from his horse when taking a leap, or 



Muck forks (common), alow term 
for the hands or fingers. * * Keep 
your muck forks off me." 

Mucking-tog^s (popular), clothes 
worn when mucking about in 
rain and mud. Possibly a play 
on macintosh. 

Muck-out, to (gambling), to clean 
out. Mucked-outy ruined. The 
more modem synonym is " stony 
broke." Vide MUCKEB. 

Mucks, mux, to (American), to 
disarrange, discompose, to make 
a muddle or a failure of anything. 
" He made a regular mw^ of the 
whole business." "Don't mux 
my collar ! " Provincial English 
muckitrit to dirty. 

Muck-snipe (gamblers), one who 
has been cleaned out. 

Muck, to (popular), to beat, to 
excel. 

Muck train (army), an obsolete 
term for commissariat. 

Mud crusher (military), name 
given to infantry men. In 
French pouue-caiUou, 



Mudding-face — Mud-student. 
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Mnddiiif-iSRce (popular), equi- 
valent to muffin-faoe, or stupid. 
Amoif. 

Sbe opad the butioe, and I saw that form 

of qocenly grace, 
And heard her very softly say, "Good* 
night, pld nmdding^face I " 

—BaUad: Sk* was True to Smme- 
bedy Else, 

Muddler (turf), a clumsy horse, 
one who gets in a *' muddle." 

Mr. — — , who had the offer of the 
■KMDt, dedined it, thinking the horse was 
too mnch of a mniddltr to have any chance. 
—Bhd o* Prttdom. 

Mnd-hpok (nautical), an anchor. 

Mnd-laric, a phrase applied to 
those who wade or paddle in the 
slush left on the shores of tidal 
rivers that rnn through great 
towns, in search of articles of 
little but still of some mercan- 
tile value, brought down by 
the drains and common sewers. 
The word is metaphorical, de- 
rived from the flocks of birds 
that sometimes ODme down to 
the shore on a similar errand in 
searoh of nutriment, and the 
fragments of waste food that 
sometimes reward them. A 
conveyer; other meaning ex- 
plained by quotation. 

He . -. . became what is called a mud- 
Imrk; that is, a jdunderer of the ships' car. 
foes chat onload in the lliames.— Afrr. 
£4iiworth: Lsumsjsfvas. 

Mnd-miyor (army), an infantry 
major, one hot mounted, who 
commands a company on foot, 
on parade. The term dates 
from the recent addition made 



to the number of majors in an 
infantry battalion, which was 
increased from two to four. 

Mud-pickers (garrison towns), 
garrison military police. 

Mud pipes (popular), any kind of 
boots or shoes, but more spe- 
cially applied to riding-boots or 
gaiters. 

Mud player (cricketers), one who 
plays best when the ground is 
soft. 

Mud plunger (streets), explained 
by quotations. 

That rascal and his wife are street* 
singers and cadgers of the sort known as 
mud-flungers. Fine weather don't suit 
them ; they can't come out strong enough. 
Give 'em a soaking wet day, with the mud 
over their naked toes.—/. GrtSMWood: 
Low Life Deeps. 

Except for professional mud-piungtrs — 
beggars whose harvest-time is when they 
can wade in the middle of the road, and in 
the pouring rain, with an agonising dis* 
play of saturated rags, and mire-soddened 
naked feet — wet weather is unfavourable. 
— /. Grtemvood: In Stra$tge Compemy. 

Mud-salad market (common), 
Covent Garden Market, so called 
from its filthy condition when 
vegetable refuse and slush pre- 
vail. 

Mud-salad Market again. Not content 
with drawing a princely income from his 
toll on London's food supply, the Duke of 
Bedford actually refuses to pay for the 
sweeping-up of the thoroughfares, ren- 
dered necessary by their use as a part of 
" his " market.— rA^ Star, 

Mud-student, a farming pupil. 
The name given to the students 
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at the Agricnltiiral College, 
Cirencester. 

Muffin (Canadian), explained by 
quotation. In reference to muf- 
fins Ijing warm and close. 

If any young lady, not previously en- 
gaged, of course, found favour in your 
sight, you were at liberty then and there 
to constitute her your mttj^n, which, being 
interpreted, signified that by entering into 
such an arrangement, you might walk, 
ride, or drive Uted-tite with her; that 
you had the entree of her parents' house, 
those parents at the same time keeping 
obligingly in the background ; that at balls, 
no ill-natured remarks were made by even 
the most virulent old maids when you 
danced every dance together, . . . the 
usual English winding up of such an exten- 
sive flirtation was by no means a neces- 
ikXy.^Once a Week. 

Muffin-cap (popular), a flat cap 
similar to those of charity-boys. 

Muffin face. rid^MuDDiNoFAcs 

Muffin-worry, an old lady's tea- 
party (Hotten). 

Mufflers (pugilistic), the old ver- 
nacular for boxing-gloves, the 
* * mittens. " They are supposed 
to have been invented by Jack 
Broughton. The Daily Adver* 
titers in February 1747, an- 
nounced that "Mr. Broughton 
proposed, with proper assist- 
ance', to open an academy at 
his house in the Haymarket 
. . . and, in order that persons 
of quality and distinction might 
not be debarred from entering 
into a course of those lectures, 
they will be given with the ut- 
most tenderness and regard to 



the delicacy of the frame and 
constitution of the pupil; for 
which reason mvfflers are pro- 
vided that will effectually secure 
them from the inconvenience of 
black eyes, broken jaws, and 
bloody noses." 

Muffling cheat (old cant), a toweL 

Muff, to (society). To muff a 
thing is to spoil it, make a mess 
of it, %,€., to do it like a *' muff." 

You were muj^ng yoiur birds awfully. — 
Saturday Review. 

Mufti, in (common), in civilian's 
clothes. Originally Anglo-In- 
dian, from a word signifying a 
priest. This is now a recognised 
term. 

Blessings flow 
From your bold eyes and brown mous- 
tache so tufty ; 
But why, sweet Benedictine, choose 
to go 

So much in mufti f 

— Punch, 

Mug (general), mouth, face. 

His mug wore a confident smile, which 
some might esteem a bit bounceable : 

These big 'uns are apt to be cocky, but 
even a Titan is trounceable. 

— Punch. 

It has been suggested that 
mug is from the old form munkh 
or mugh of the gypsy mul or 
fnoo« (mouth and face), but it 
probably originated in an ordi- 
nary slang simile. Another sug- 
gested derivation is from the 
Scottish murg^ French m^rgue^ 
a solemn, sour face ; Languedoc 
murga, a snout. Formerly mugs 
or jugs were made which ezhi- 



Mug — Mugs. 
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bited distortions of the human 
face, but there is no OTidence 
to show that the term mug arose 
from this circnmstance, or vict 
vend. Mug, a simpleton, a per- 
son easily imposed upon. Also 
a "jug/* formerly a "mouth." 
In French, cruehe, bite comme 
mnpot. 

Any man who is mug enough to take a 
soo-guinea watch to the Derby, does so at 
his own risk. — Tk4 Globe. 

It ought have been the jug— I know I was 
the i*ra^, 
That's why I seldom talk about it now. 
—sporting Tinu*, 

That man mttst be a maudlin dunce, 
What wise men term a mug, 

—Punch, 

In turf parlance there is but 
little difference between the 
mti^and the "juggins," except 
that the former is rather the 
more hopeless case of the two, 
the " juggins " being almost in- 
variably a neophyte who may in 
time develop into a sharp, or, 
at any rate, into a being rea- 
sonably able to take care of 
himself on the turf; while 
the true mvig seldom, if ever, 
emerges from mughood. Also 
a stupid financier who finds 
money for rotten speculations, 
and is not infrequently swin- 
dled by the knave who has led 
him into a fool's paradise. 

MugS^ing (Winchester and other 
schools), staying and studying 
indoors. Fufe To Mug. 

MugSfing hall (Winchester Col- 
lego)* the hall where boys 



" mug," that is, prepare their 
lessons and exercises. Yidt To 
Mug. 

Muggins (popular), one easily 
taken in, a simpleton. Variant 
of *'mug,** as "juggins" of 
" jog." 

Must ha' thought me a muggins^ old man. 
To ask such a question of 'Any— as though 
grubbing diort was his plan. 

— Putuk. 

Muggy (popular), half - intoxi- 
cated. Vidt To Mug, to get 
tipsy. 

Mug-hunter (thieves), one of 
a wretched horde (chiefly of 
women) who infest the streets 
at night to pick up and rob 
those who are made foolish 
(mugs) by their drunkenness. 

Mug, mugged (Winchester Col- 
lege). A thing is said to be m,yug 
or mugged when it has a plea- 
sant appearance to the eye, 
like a bat which has been well 
mugged, that is, well oiled and 
polished, entailing much labour. 
Vide To Mug. 

Mug^ (American), roughs and 
thieves. 

"See 'em," said the man at my side; 
" there's mugs for you — look at *em." 
•• Mugs ? " said I. *' What are mugs f " 
*' Hard characters," said he. " ThoM 
are thieves from the First Ward, the fel- 
lows that rob immigrants, steal cotton from 
the bales, go through the trunks that stray 
down by the riverside, and empty pockets 
on the ferries and excursion boats." — 
PhiUuUlphia Preu, 
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Mugster (Winchester College), 
one who works hard. Vide To 
Mug. 

Mug, to (Winchester College), to 
work hard. From early Eng- 
lish mog, to sit over in a dis- 
contented way, as of a boy 
sitting over his books. Also to 
mb oil well into a bat. 

In one corner of school some one may be 
discovered "tugging^ i.e., oiling his own 
or prefect's bat. — Everyday Life in our 
Public SchooU. 

(Popular and thieves), to 
strike in the face, to thrash, to 
swindle, that is, make a fool of 
one. Vide Muo. To mug one- 
self, to get tipsy. In this sense 
it is derivable from mug, a 
drinking vessel, in the same 
way as the French gobcloter, 
to indulge in drink, from gobe- 
let. An ale-house was formerly 
termed a mti^- house. Again, 
it may be due to a metaphor, 
as of one in a mug, provincial 
for mist. Compare with its 
synonyms, ''in a haze," and 
••ft^gy," «» muzzy," for intoxi- 
cated. 

(Common), to criticise keenly, 
to examine in a minute and 
teasing manner. Possibly from 
slang mtig for face, in which 
case to mug would nearly corre- 
spond in one of its applications 
with the French d^vuager, 

Mng np, to (theatrical), to paint 
one's face, or dress specially 
to impersonation. From the 
slang wti^r, for face. (Army), 
to work hard or " cram " 



for an examination. Vide To 
Muo. 

Mugwump (American), explained 
by quotation. * ' Mugwump is an 
Indian word, and means a cap- 
tain, or leader, or notable person. 
From this genuine orig^inal 
meaning it was an easy transi- 
tion to the signifying a man 
who thought himself of con- 
sequence; and during the last 
contest for the Presidentship 
the name had a political mean- 
ing attached to it, by its ap- 
plication, in derision, to those 
members of the Republican 
party who, rejecting Mr. Blaine, 
declared that they would vote 
for his Democratic opponent, 
Mr. Cleveland, the late Pre- 
sident. 8uch is the explana- 
tion, doubtless correct, given 
by Mr. Bzander Matthews of 
New York. The name is now 
generally applied to those who 
profess to study the interests 
of their country before those 
of their party " (Com&ttt Maga- 
tine). 

Mull (common), failure. (Obsolete 
English), rubbish; to make a 
mutt of it, to spoil it, to bungle, 
fail through awkwardness. Vide 
Mullock. 

In seats, p'r'aps, her crew have the pull 
o'er their rivals ; 
But what if the pullers make muUs f 

— Funny Folks. 

The public, how he bore& or gulls, 

lliis buzzing busy B., 
Starts maudlin' "Leagues," that end in 
mulls, 

And.piure fiddle-de-dee i—^Pumck, 



Mulligrubs — Mummer. 



75 



Mullignibs (popular), colio. From 
pfovizicial English muU^ to mb, 
■qneese, mb about ; and grub, 

Peakyiih yoa feel, don't you, now, with 
a toodi of the mulligrubs in the coUy> 
wobbles.— C. Btdt: Vtrdaut Gregu. 

Also low Spirits. 

Mnllock (mining slang), rubbish. 
From obsolete English mtM, 
dirty rubbish. Mullock is liter- 
ally the moraine, the heaps of 
earth and other rubbish accu- 
mulated by glaciers ; from this 
it is applied to the refuse of 
mines, the heaps of earthy rub- 
bish which remain after crush- 
ing, washing, and the other pro- 
cesses have been gone through. 
It allBo means type in bad con- 
dition, in Australian printers' 
slang. The metaphor here is 
from the mining refuse. 

The Boss had got a set on him to set 
The muUocJk of the whole establishment 
—TAg AmtralioH Printers' Keepsake: 
The Legend qf Lonely Gully, 

(Anglo-Indian), a nickname 
applied to members of the 
Madras Presidency service, as 
Bengal people are called *' Qui- 
bis," and Bombayans, " Ducks." 

It IS ane darke Londe, and ther 
dwellen y* Cimmerians whereof speketh 
Homerus Poeta in his Odesseia, and to 
this Daye thei depen Tenebrosi 09 y* Be- 
nighted fiblke. Bot thei clepen themselves 
mulfys (mullsX from Mulligatawnee wh*^ 
is ane of theyr goddys from wh*^ thei 
ben 3rsprong. — Angle- Indian Glassafy : 
Lately Discovered MS. of Sir John 
MaundeviU, 

Maltee kerteever (coster- 
mongers), corruption of faotto 
eatXivo^ which see. 



Mnmble mumper (theatrical), an 
old, sulky, inarticulate, unin- 
telligible actor. 

Mum-s:la88 (common). *'A cant 
word for the monument in Fish 
Street, near London Bridge, in 
commemoration of the dreadful 
fire in 1666, which consumed 
the greatest part of the city*' 
(Dyche and Pardon's English 
Dictionary). 

Mummer (theatrical). This term, 
which properly signified a mtsM, 
buffoon, is now used in the slangy 
and deprecatory sense of strol- 
ling or inferior actor. 

Stage slang is a thing of art, just as 
turf slang is. Every one knows what " the 
ghost walking" means, and there are a 
dozen and more phrases peculiar to " the " 
profession in England. Over here the 
same thing exists among the "cabotint,'* 
which word corresponds exactly with the 
English mummers, — Bird o' Freedomu 

According to the best authori- 
ties, mummery is described as 
•*low buffoonery" (Nuttall), or, 
"alowcontemptibleamusement, 
buffoonery, farcical show; hypo- 
critical disguise, and parade, to 
delude vulgar minds" (Ogilvie 
and Webster). 

The mummery of foreign strollers. — 
Fenton. 

The same authorities describe 
a fnumtmer as one who masks him- 
self, and makes diversion in 
disguise, literally a "guiser," 
one of those village bumpkins 
who from time immemorial 
have gone from house to house, 
at Christmas and other festi- 
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valfl, spouting scraps of the old 
mysteries handed down by oral 
tradition. A gniser is described 
by Mitchell as ''a person in 
disguise, a mummer;'* and by 
Og^vie as " a person in dis- 
gniise, a mummer who goes about 
at Christmas." 

The term mumm^ is also fre- 
quently applied derisively to a 
certain class of players. The 
application of the word in this 
relation is directly to be attri- 
buted to the feud between the 
equestrians and the actors. 

About half a century ago 
certain players from the minor 
theatres were engaged by 
Ducrow to act at Astley's in 
the "Battle of Waterloo/* 
"Mazeppa," and pieces of a 
similar character. These gentle- 
men gave themselves great airs 
when the equestrians came 
" 'twixt the wind and their no- 
bility," and were regarded by 
the horse-riders as highly ob- 
jectionable interlopers. As a 
natural consequence, when the 
equestrians were compelled to 
officiate as supers for the 
glorification of the vainglorious 
players, considerable friction 
occurred, and much ill-blood 
ensued. The players affected 
to look down upon the eques- 
trians with contempt, and had 
the good taste to dub them 
" mountebanks, horse dung, 
and sawdust gentry." The 
equestrians, nothing loth, re- 
sponded to the compliment by 
christening the actors " cack- 
ling coves and mummers" 



Recently, certain journalists, 
irritated, doubtless, at the social 
distinction accorded to eminent 
actors and actresses, have 
sought to degrade them in pub- 
lic estimation by stigmatising 
the entire fraternity, from the 
highest to the lowest, as fii«m- 
mtri. It is indisputable, that 
from the time of the master up- 
wards there have been so-called 
actors, and popular ones too, 
who are, and have been, neither 
more nor less than buffoons. 

Mumming (old cant), explained 
by quotation. 

At Abingdon fair there was a perion 
named Smith who was the proprietor of 
a mumming^ i.e., a theatrical booth. — 
Parker: Variegated Characters. 

Mummock, mummick (Ameri- 
can), to handle any object. To 
handle or feel the person. 
' ' Don't mummick me that-a-way, 
Billy, or I'll tell my ma 1" From 
the Dutch mam^ the breast. 

Mumper (popular), a beggar. 
Vide To Mump. 

Mumpish, to feel (common), to 
feel dull, miserable, like one 
who has the mumps. 

Mums (old), lips. 

Why, you jade, you look so rosy this 
morning I must have a smack at yoor 
mums. — Fooie : The Miner, 

Mum, to (theatrical), to act; 
specially applied to strolling 
actors. In the quotation the 
word is used figuratively. 
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A nice stake for Mr. J. A. Craven, for 
wlKMn the colt mummsd successfully 
again in the Double Trial Plate yesterday. 
— sporting Times. 

-ilmiches (tinker), tobacco. 

Monds, mnns (thieves), the mouth. 
Grerman, mund. 

The guests now being met 
The first thing that was done, sir, 
Was handing round the kid 
That all might smack his muns, sir. 
—Parktr: Variegated Characters. 

Mnndiingiis (popular), trashy, 
coarse tobacco. Spanish mori' 
donffo, black pudding (Hotten), 
seldom heard. 

an snarly (hawkers, strolling 
actors, kc.)t explained by quo- 
tation. 

Now, a lot of us chap5 propose to 
yon to*night, as it's the last one, in 
gtCting yon up a rare full house, to help 
joa and your school to some dinarly and 
mmmg arlyf i.e.^ money and food. — Hind- 
Uy: Life emd Adventures of a Cheap Jack. 

MungaHy casa, a baker's shop 
or eating-house. Mungariy is 
derived from the Italian man- 
giartf to eat. 

Muns^ news (American), news 
which has been heard before. 
Now obsolete. In its time it 
was equivalent to the more 
modem term "chestnut.*' From 
obsolete English mttn^, past of 
ming, to speak of, mention. 

Mnnlee (pidgin), money. 

Mnogh (tinker), pig. Irish, muck. 

Mnrerk (tinker and tramps), the 
mistress of a house, a lady. 



Perhaps it has a common origin 
with Spanish cant marca^ a 
woman ; Italian f urbeschi mar- 
eona ; French argot marque. 

Mush (common slang), an um- 
brella. An abbreviation of 
mushroom, which an umbrella 
is supposed to resemble. 

He'll shelter " Floss" beneath his cape if 
she hasn't got a mush. 

When the tart is young. 
—Song: IVhen the Tart is Young. 

(American), stuff, nonsense, in- 
different, uninteresting matter. 
From provincial English mutht 
dusty refuse. 

Great Jee-rusalem ! a sweet time he'll 
have. Just fancy her making him slick 
up to the music of slow church bells 
Sunday mornings and marching him off, 
'stead of having a good time at the gar- 
dens, to a straight-backed pew to listen to 
Gospel mush I— Cleveland Leader, 

Mush-head (American), a stupid, 
witless fellow. Soft like muah, 
t.e., rye, or Indian (maize) meal, 
boiled to a pap with water. 

Mushroom - faker, mush - faker 
(tinker and popular), umbrella- 
maker or mender. 

Music. Vide Face the Music. 

Mutiny (nautical), explained by 
quotation. 

Some, of course, were planning how they 
could get a bust-up of mutiny (grog) for 
the occasion. — Tit-Bits. 

Mutton (common), used in the 
phrase *'a bit of mutton" a 
woman. The term is used also 
in America. Also a woman of 
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bad character, otherwise laced 
mutton. In French veau, 

Mnttoner (Winchester College), a 
hard knock on the thumb from 
a cricket-ball. 

Mutton -fist (common), a large 
hand. The French call it 
^uU de mouton. (Printers), 
an index hand (O") is generally 
called thus, probably from the 
fact of its being somewhat fat 
and shapeless. 

Mnttoognosht (Anglo-Indian), the 
conmion English-Hinda for mut- 
ton, i.e., ** mutton-flesh." 

Mnttons (Stock Exchange), Turks 
1873. 

Mutton-walk, the saloon at Dmry 
Lane Theatre (Hotten). 

Mnzz, to (Westminster School), 
to read. 

Muzzier (pugilistic), a blow on 
the mouth. 

Muzzle, to (popular), to get, to 
take. 

Muzzy (popular), drunk, properly 
bewildered. 

Lord Frederick Foretop and I were 
carelessly sliding the Ranelagh Round 
picking our teetn, after a damned mmxgy 
dinner at BoodXe's.—Foott : Lame Lcvtr. 

Excuse me, you've made a mistake, sir ! 
Not the first one you've made, I sup- 
pose. 
I'm a lady, that's straight, and I'm only 
out late 
'Cause it's late when the May Meet- 
ings close. 



None the less, I'm a bit wideawake. 

Taking care of one's self's only right— 
And you can't make too free with a lady 
like me. 
Though you are a bit muzzy to-night 1 
— sporting Timet, 

Mj (pidgin), I, me, mine. Some- 
times wo or ours. 

Myall (up-country Australian), 
one of the wild blacks in the 
North of Australia. The name 
Myall is generally applied to 
those Northern tribes who in 
physique and ferocity are far 
more formidable to the white 
man than the feeble natives of 
the southern colonies. Many of 
them probably have a consider- 
able mixture of the Papuan 
blood, a much more powerful 
and warlike strain. 

The blackfellow now put his feet to- 
gether and jumped about, imitating the 
action of a hobbled horse, upon which 
light at once dawned on the Englishman* 
who provided the delighted Myall with 
the articles in question. — A. C. Grant. 

Mycetal duffer (theatrical), a 
"howling" or great duffer, so 
called after "a genus of the 
largest-sized monkeys of Ame- 
rica, commonly called the howl- 
ers, from the loud sounds of 
their voices *' (Nuttall). 

My-deal, correctly mo-dUU, my- 
self, I, us. In gypsy, my-koiero, 
myself, is often used for I, and 
in old canting men said "my 
watch," for me. "Thatisbeoe- 
ship to our watch," that is very 
good for us. " The same sys- 
tem," says Turner, "prevails 
in the North Country cant st 
the present day, *my nabs,' 
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mjself; 'his zuibs/ himself." 
This word, probably derived 
from nab (old cant), or nob, 
mimning head, is in theatrical 
dang "nibs." JUo-dide occurs 
in the following verse (Shelta 
or tinker) : — 

** CoMOD kmilymh comim me morro sari, 
Me gnl ogaly ach mir, 
RalMt mftnent trasha moroch 
Me ta soste mo-diiU." — 

" Coming from Galway tired and weary 
I met a woman, 

111 go bail that by this time to-morrow 
Yoall have had enough of me.'* 

Mt iu, toste is ^jpsj. 



Mysteries (popular), sausages ; so 
called because no one is sup- 
posed to know what they are 
made of. 

The peelers I scorn and defy, 

While strings of these mysteries I wave 

round my head. 
And then to the people I cry, 
** Sassidges, oh, sasstdges ! Oh, beef and 

pork and German ! 
Little gee-gee, little donkey, newly made 

to-day! 
Sassidges, oh, sassidges ! oh, beef and pork 

and German ! 
Pussy, mi-aow 1 doggy, bow-wow ! and 

beautiful sassidges, oh ! " 

— G. Homcastle : Sa t t i ^ges^ «A / 
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AB (old cant), the head, 
in modem slang 
" nob." Explained 
by quotation. 

There were particularly 
two parties, viz., those who wore hats 
fiercely cocked and those who preferred the 
iM^ or trencher hat, with the brim flap- 
ping over the eyes. — Fielding: Jonathan 
Wild, 

I crown thy nmb with a gag of benbouse. 
And stall thee by the salmon into clowes. 
— /. FUtchtr: The Beggar^ s Bnsh. 

Scandinavian ndth, beak or 
bill, once a synonym for face 
and head. 

Nabcheat (old cant). Tu/^ 
Ghbts. 

Nab-girder (old cant), a bridle. 

Nab^ to (old English), now nsed 
in a slangy sense, properly to 
take, seize. In thieves' lingo, 



to receive or take in stolen 
goods. It is possible that as 
the "fences" or receivers were 
once generally Jews, the word 
in this sense is derived from 
the Yiddish n^pp. (French 
thieves use the word nep for 
a rascally Jew, a receiver, or 
dealer in sham jewellery.) 
Nepp-handd is cheating by hav- 
ing false or inferior wares, a 
trade or place in which the 
goods are all "dickey." Vide 
Rust. 

Nag drag: (thieves), explained by 
quotation. 

Detective-Sergeant Gamer, I Division, 
stated that when the prisoners were re* 
moved to the cells, he went into the 
passage and heard them calling to one. 
another. Hill said, "This will be a ff^ 
drag." Mr. Chance: "What is that?** 
Witness explained that it was a slang 
term for three months' imprisonment. — 
Daily Telegraph. 
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"Hw^t to (popular), to soold or 
reprove, or " keep at " any one 
oontinuouslj. Nagging implies 
annoying or vexing one all the 
time, a '* following-up " more 
than anything else. Probably 
from the Swedish nagg^ to prick, 
«.e., to spur or goad, as in the 
gypsy chiv, chivvy. 

She's always, nagt nag, nagging^ 
And keeping up the game. 
No matter where we go to, 
She always is the same. 

— Ballad by G. Homcastle : A rt 
You Coming. 

My mothei^in*Iaw has come to stay 

For ever. 
It's ten to one she goes away 

For ever. 
She's always on the N.A.G. 
And makes a perfect show of me, 
111 chuck her out, I will, you see ! 

For ever ! 
—Ballad by C, Williams : For Ever. 

Naggy is provincial English 
for irritable. 

Na-hop (pidgin), t.e., "no-hab" 
or '* no have." This is given as 
meaning "without," i,e., "de- 
prived of," or "wanting," in 
the Chinese-English or Pidgin 
Vocabulary, according to the 
idea that not to have is (to be) 
without. " One piecee man no- 
hop doUa* dat man so bad inisy 
as no-hop lifey" — "He who is 
without money is as miserable 
as if he were dead." 

Nail-boz (printers), the place 
where printers would assemble 
to " nail " (which see) or " back- 
bite " any one. Very often re- 
fers to a neighbouring "pub." 
or other rendezvous. 



Nailer, nailing: (common), terms 
expressing excellence in any 
way; a nat/er at football, riding, 
&C., a nailing shot. It is said 
of a handsome, clever, or fashion - 
able lady that she is a naiUr, 
At school a nailer is a clever, 
good student. (Turf), a horse 
which cannot be shaken off, 
that keeps pace with his an- 
tagonists. 

Still, she had some difl&culty in getting 
rid of the attentions of Theodore, who is 
evidently a nailer when the going is a bit 
soft — Snorting Times. 

Nailing^ good thing (popular), a 
thing which is good and dur- 
able. 

The Commander • in - chief inq>ected 
Ducker's portable hospital hut. ... It 
is a nailing good things with ne'er a nail 
in it, nor even a loose screw." — TTu Smtt' 
day Times. 

Nail, to (common), to take, seize, 
detect. (Thieves), to arrest, 
catch in the act, steaL 

" I see." said Mouldy, sagackmsly 
nodding his head "What was jt that 
you nailed V 

*'NaiUd1" 

*'Ay, pngged, don't you know? Did 
they ketch it on you, or did you get dean 
off with ii:'— The Little Ragamujfint. 

(Winchester College), to de- 
tect, perceive, catch, secure. 
" To nail a man " is to go and 
tell him to " sweat " or fag for 
some prefect; also to "watch 
out " or field at cricket, and to 
keep in balls at football, that 
is, to throw the ball back when it 
goes beyond a certain line. The 
nail is a nail planted in the 
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middle of the wainscoting un- 
der "ant disce" in "school/' 
under which any one nailed or 
detected telling a falsehood 
placed for pnnishment. 



(Printers), to nail or "brass 
naU " any one is to *' backbite.'* 
" No naXL " would be an expres- 
sion of apology, or '* I am sorry, 
bntitistrue." 

Namo (oostermongers), girl ; back 
slang for woman. 



Nammns (thieves and coster- 
mongers), look out, beware. 
** If a stranger should advance, 
the cry is given, nammu$" and 
all signs of gambling are out of 
sight instanter. Also be off, let 
US be off. Said to be a corrup- 
tion of Spanish vafnos, let us 
be off, which has given vamotf, 
which see. 

" Done 1 " said Aaron, and each held up 
thdr hands in fighting attitude, when, 
after sparring a hit for an opening, and 
ooC fiucying the fellow, Aaron suddenly 
exclaimed nammust thereby meaning, 
cut, niD,take care of yourselves.— /^f>M//<^. 

Naaqr (military), the behind. 

Naaqr Dawson (popular), a 
name for a molly, an effeminate 
youth, apathetic, &c. A recent 
sketch of the characteristics 
of the mashers of the pre- 
sent day, which appeared in 
a leading magazine, represents 
two of the fraternity, who are 
very intimate, as always call- 
ing one another by girls' 
names. 
VOL. IL 



111 tell you of a fellow who's a very heavy 

swell, 
Who fancies he's the idol of each fashion- 
able belle, 
And they call him Nemcy Dawscn, 
And isn't he a caution I 
Oh, Mr. Nancy Dawson, what a tricky 

man 3rou are! 
Oh, Nancy Dawsonf can't you do the 
la-di-dart 

— Ballad: Nancy Dawson, 

The original Nancy Dawwn 
was a noted prostitute, on 
whom there is a song still cur- 
rent among sailors. Proverbi- 
ally a finicky, effeminate man is 
called a Miss Nancy. 

Nanny (common), a prostitute. 
Probably from nun^ meaning 
the same. Vide Abbess. 

Nanny shop (common), a brotheL 

Nantee, nanty (showmen, itine- 
rant actors, &c.), no, not any. 
Also be quiet, hold your tongue ; 
from Italian niente, nothing. 
Nanty dinarly, no money, poor 
receipts, doing badly. 

Nanty pamarly (low), used in 
Clerkenwell, King's Cross, and 
Leicester Square, and where 
there are a number of English- 
men and foreigners. If two 
men are talking confidentially 
and a third joins them who is 
not desired to overhear their 
conversation, one will say to the 
other naniy pamarlyt meaning 
be careful. This is a corruption 
of the Italian nienU parlare. 

Napkin (common), a nap. "To 
be buried in a napkin" to be 

F 
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half asleep, not to have one's 
wits fully about one. 

Nap nix (theatrical), one who 
plays for nothing. A'aj), to 
take, receive ; and nix^ nothing. 

Nap, nob, or nopper, the head. 
**One for his nob or nopper" 
pugilistic slang for a blow on 
the head. Nappy was a once 
favourite epithet for strong ale, 
equivalent to the French capi- 
teuxi heady, affecting the head 
from below. Derived apparently 
from the old English i(mo6, a pro- 
tuberance; Grerman hnmpe, a 
button, a swelling, a bud be- 
fore its expansion into a flower. 
A picturesque mountain in the 
vale of Grasmere in Westmore- 
land is named Nab Scaur {nab, 
rising ground), and is more 
than once mentioned in Words- 
worth's poems. Burns uses the 
word in his admirable poem of 
"Tarn o' Shanter." 

" Sit bouzing at the »a//^, 
An' gettin' fu' an' unco happy." 

Nap one's bib, to (popular), to 
cry, !.€., to catch up one's hib. 

Nap the regulars, to (thieves), to 
share the booty. Vide To Nap. 

And ve vent and fenced the swag that 
wery night, and afterwards napped the 
rtgulart, — Lytton : Paul Clifford. 

Nap the slap Vide Enap the 
Slap. 

Nap the teaze, to (prison), to be 
whipped. From tees or T's, 
the iron holdfasts to which 



criminals are tied when whip- 
ped in prison. From the shape 
of a T. Vide To Nap. 

Nap, to (popular), to catch, re- 
ceive. Nappt Danish, Swedish, 
to catch, snap, bite, &c. 

While to another he would mention as 
a fact not to be disputed, " You napp'd it 
heavily on your whisker-bed, didn't you ? " 
—C. B(de : Verdant Green. 

Also to steal. To go fiap^ to 
take, sweep the whole. Pro- 
bably from the game of nap. 

Men raise bubble companies others to trap, 
And when they're bowled out in it, don't 

care a rap. 
But what is the reason ? well, you can go 

nap. 
It pays them much better than work ! 

— Music Hall Somg^. 

Nark, or copper's nark (thieves), 
a man or woman who is a police 
spy upon his comrades or class. 

He had a natie with him, so I went and 
looked for my two pals, and told them to 
look out for S. and his narlk. — Horsley : 
Jottings from JaiL 

This seems to have some con- 
nection with the Dutch nar- 
rukeuf to follow about, spy, and 
narrechtf information. (German, 
nachrichten. 

Nark, to (thieves), to watch, ob- 
serve, look after or into closely. 
Ficic Nabk. 

Narrow squeak (common), just 
escaping or avoiding anything 
by the merest chance. 

" Not exactly in danger/' mnrmured 
Gommy, "but once, if I had not been 



Nash — Neck-^erse. 



83 



of great presence of mind, I 
might have had a Morrvw squeak for it." 
—S^^rtinc Times, 

Nash, to (old cant), to run away, 
defknlt. Gypsy, nathert to ran 
away, to lose, hang, forget, spoil. 
Injure, in all their variations ; 
nashered, ncukerdo, hanged on 
the gallows, executed, utterly 
mined ; mandy nathered lit avrl 
my tkerroj I forgot it (lost it out 
of my head) ; tiro toongurs idr 
muherd avrij your money is all 
spent. Hence nats ! away ! 
Natkermtngrot policeman. Hin- 
du, ndtdnOf to destroy ; nasA, 
destruction. 

Nask (old cant), a prison. 

Nasty (common), spiteful, ill- 
tempered. 

" Bat couldn't you get rid of them ? " 
" Not without being nasty."— Fall Mail 
GmatU*. 

Nazie (old cant), drunken ; nazie 
eove, a drunken man ; nazie morty 
a drunken woman. From the 
German noM, wet. The English 
lower classes use *'wet" in the 
sense of drink, as in the well- 
known phrase " heavy v)et " for 
porter or beer. *' Wet thfe other 
eye," take another drink. " Wet 
the whistle," drink, or moisten 
the throat. **Wet Quaker," one 
who drinks on the sly. To make 
fuue nabet, literally to make the 
head drunk. 

Now I lowr that ben bouse makes nase 
nodes. — Harmon: Caveat. 

NdatMi (South >Urican), explained 
by quotation. 



Ndaba^ a pure Zulu word, meaning affair 
or business, b in frequent use even among 
the whites. With the natives, it has a 
most elastic signification, and ndaho may 
mean a wedding, a beer>drinking bout, a 
quarrel, a trial at law, or a hanging.-nG^. 
A. Soio : Illustrated London News. 

Neap, nip (Suffolk), a turnip, is 
commonly used to denote a big 
watch. In French slang oignon. 

Neat, spirits without water, &c. 
Liquor or spirit unmixed is 
"plain, straight, bald-face, re- 
verend, pure, out of the barrel, 
bare-footed, naked, stark-naked, 
primitive, raw, in the state of 
nature, in puris natutxUibuSf 
unsophisticated, without a shirt, 
ah, don't mingle, aboriginal, 
unalloyed, untempercd, cold- 
without, neat as imported, or 
neat, simplex e mundittit, uncor- 
rupted, unmarried, virgin, and 
clean from the still." Stone- 
fence is a drink of whisky 
plain, a raw recruit is a glass 
of spirits without water. 

Neckcloth (common), the halter. 

For the neckcloth I don't care a button. 
And by this time to-morrow you'll see 

Your Larry will be as dead as mutton. 
— Burrowes : The Death of Socrates. 

Neck, to (i)opular), to swallow; 
neck-oil, drink. Not to be able 
to neck it, not to have the moral 
courage to do or ask. 

Neck-verse, chap. li. ver. 7 of 
the Psalms in the Vulgate, com- 
mencing miserere mei domine. 
The test of clerkship in those 
claiming benefit of clergy. The 
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record was indorsed in snch 
cases: "Po. se. coL pet lib. 
leg. n. cler. u. L m. delib. or." — 
" Posset se (super patriam) col- 
pabilis petit libnim legit ut 
clericns ustus in mann delibera- 
tos ordinario." Puts himself 
on the country, asks for the 
book, reads like a clerk, is 
branded on the hand, and de- 
livered over to the bishop; in 
later times, diliberatur tecundam 
tUUutum, Such were branded 
with a hot iron on the brawn of 
the left hand. Ben Jonson 
escaped in this way. Sometimes 
it ran cog, indict, &c., pleads 
guilty, &c. 

The record of Ben Jonson's 
conviction for killing Gabriel 
Spencer in a duel in Toggeston 
Fields, has been found by Mr. 
Cordy Jeffreason, whence it ap- 
pears he saved his neck by these 
means : — 

Letter or line I know never a one 
Wer't my tuck-tferse at Harribee. 
—Scott: Lay of the Last Minstrtl. 

The judge will read thy neck-verst for 
thee here. — Clobery Dvv. Glimpses, 1659. 

Neddy (thieves and popular), a 
life-preserver or loaded cane 
whereby life may be taken. A 
donkey. 

Needful, the (common), money. 

Was ordered to pay a fine and costs. 
. . . Not having the needful, Pat went 
into retirement at the expense of the 
country. — Scraps. 

Needle, the (general), vexation, 
stinging annoyance. 



And it gives a man the tuedU when h« 

hasn't got a bob, 
To see his pais come round and wish him 

joy. 

—Song : You skouU never Marry. 

(Turf), " to get the ruedle,'' or 
"cope the nudU** is to be so 
goaded by "the slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune'* 
that the bettor loses his self- 
control and "plunges" wildly to 
recover his money. (Athletics), 
to g^t the needle is to feel very 
nervous and funky. 

Needle, to (common), to annoy. 
Needy-mizzler (tinker), a tramp. 

Neg^otiate, a modem slang ex- 
pression often employed by 
sportsmen and the writers who 
chronicle their achievements to 
signify any attempt to surmount 
the difficulties they may meet 
with in the hunting-field. 

They aspire to negotiate awkward 
fences. — Bird o' Freedom. 

Neither buff nor bum (popular), 
neither one thing nor the other. 

Nerve (Eton), impudence. 

Nestor (Winchester College), aboy 
small for his age. 

Netgen (coster), half a sovereign ; 
from back slang for ten, and 
gen, a shilling. 

Never hit the use (pidgin English- 
Chinese). *M. Chung.yung nU 
hit the use, %,e., was idle^ useless, 
or all in vain. 
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One nis^t Wang-ti f o walkee — ^he feel like 

lonely goose, 
How all he study 'M. Chung-yung— he 

nam kii tkt tur. 
How aome man pass an' catdi deglee while 

he stick lass' behind, 
like one big piecee lock while waves fly 

paas' him on the wind. 

—Wang^H. 

Neier, never conntry, the (Aus- 
tralian), the Ultima Thole of 
civilisation. *'TAe nfrer, ntvtr 
towfUrji means in Queensland the 
occupied pastoral countrj which 
is furthest removed from the 
more settled districts*' (J. S. 
O'Halloran, Secretary Royal 
Colonial Institute). 

There is no such thing as an " Aostra* 
lian cow-boy.** There is as much differ* 
cnce between the real nevtr^ nevtr stock- 
oum and the Earl's Court article as there 
is betwee n the real shell'back of the fore* 
castle or the British tar in " Ruddigore." 
-CUbi. 

Never too late to mend shop 
(tailors). Yidt Hand me down 
Plaob. 

New-buff (Marlborough College), 
a contemptuous term to signify 
a new boy. 

New dram (Australian), a new 
comer, a fresh arrival in the 
country. 

More than 'once on the road, meeting 
dicse fellows tramping along, my driver or 
awapanion has recognised them as new 
ekmms by the cut of their pack. — C. T. : 
Biadtwoodt MagOMifU. 

This expression is simply the 
English **chum" with a "new" 
prefixed to it. It is often used 
rather contemptuously. 



Newgfate fring^e (thieves), collar 
of beard worn under the chin. 

Newgate hornpipe (common), 
hanging. 

And we shall caper a-heel-and -toeing 
A Niwgate hompipt some fine day. 
— W. Maginn : Vidocq't Slang Sang. 

Newg^ate knocker (coster- 
mongers), the mode of wear- 
ing the hair curled in the shape 
of the figure 6 over the ears. 
In vog^e about 1840 to 185a 

Newgate-ringf (popular), mous- 
tache and lower beard worn as 
one, the side whiskers being 
shaved off. 

Newy (Winchester College), a 
"cad," that is, a fellow who 
was paid to take care of the 
canvas tent in " commoner " or 
school field. 

N. F. (printers). This term is 
very largely used by printers in 
abbreviation of the words " no 
fly," to indicate an artful com- 
panion — one who is only cog^- 
sant of what suits him, and 
feigns ignorance of matters that 
apply to him. 

Nib (American thieves), the 
mouth. i\rt6 or n^ is old English 
for mouth, snout, beak. Anglo- 
Saxon nehht head, face. Icelan- 
dic nehhif beak of a bird, nose. 
Swedish anabdf beak. Probably 
the origin of "his nibs,** self, 
face, and mouth, being synony- 
mous. In French cant man 
gniaue, ton gniasie, &c., mean 
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myself, &c., and seem to be ab- 
breviated from ma tignatse, my 
hair, that is, head. (Printers), 
an expression generally applied 
to indicate a silly person, other- 
wise a " mouth," which see. 

Nibbler (popular), a petty thief. 

Nibble, to (popular), to take or 
steal. 

Nibble, to have a (tailors), to 
have the best of the bargain, or 
an easy, well-paid job. 

Nib-like (thieves and coster- 
mongers), gentlemanly. Vide 

NOBBT. 

Nibs. Vide His Nibs. 

Nickers, wild young fellows or 
mohawks who, in the eighteenth 
century, when the watch of Lon- 
don was composed of old and 
feeble men, amused themselves 
by traversing the streets howl- 
ing and shouting. 

Nick,- to (thieves), to steal * * He 
that tiickt and runs away will 
live to nick another day," in- 
scribed in a prison cell. 

That there cove wot you're a-speaking 
of . . . what had he been nickiHg^—J. 
Grtenwoad: Dick Tem^U. 

Originated from niek^ to cut, 
t.e., cutting away pockets. Also 
to apprehend, arrest. 

"Well, * Jones,' I sec you are Robinson 
this time. What have you got ? " 
"Ten stretch and my ticket." 
"What did you get nicked for this 
time?" 



" Me and my pal were buckled by the 

coppers as were going to the 

fence with the swag." — Evtmrng- 

Arws. 

Higger spit (popular), the lumps 
in Demerara sugar. 

Nightshade (popular), or deadly 
nigkuhadef a shameless prosti- 
tute of the very lowest class. 

Nimmer (thieves), thief. 

Nimshod (popular), a cat The 
allusion is obvious. 

Nim, to (thieves), to steal; old 
English slang nim, to take ; 
same root as the German neh' 
men, Anglo-Saxon nim/on, 

Ninepence, right as (popular), 
means perfectly correct, appa- 
rently a corruption from ** right 
as ninepins," which are care- 
fully set up in proper rhomboidal 
disposition (A. Smythe Palmer). 

Nine shillings (colloquialism), 
cool audacity. Said to be from 
French nonehalaneef but it must 
be noted that nine, one of the 
mystical numbers (three, trinity, 
represents a perfect unity, twice 
three is the perfect dual, and 
thrice three is the perfect plural), 
occurs in many phrases as in- 
dicating an exhaustive plural, 
perfection or completion, as a 
nine days' wonder, nine tailors 
make a man, dressed up to the 
nines, &c. 

Ning - nang (horse - coupers), a 
worthless thoroughbred. 
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Nip (old cant), a pickpocket. 

One of them is a nip, I took him in 
the twopenny gallery at the Fortune. — 



Nip mad tuck (Ckirnwall), a closo 
contest. An old term in wres- 
tling. Nif, to seize, and Uuk^ to 
chuck or throw. 

Speaking of bost-aps, it appears to be 
«r> mnd tuck between Ed. Wolcott, Scott 
Lee, and the Cincinnati banks. As the 
•core stands now it is a dead tie. — The 
S^ttdMuUhoH, Ohvay, Colorado. 



Also " nip and go tuck. 



ff 



I've had a terribul fit of the ager since I 
writ yer last, and one time I thought it 
was about idpandgo tuck wether the ager 
orsatnr wod whip. — Major Jack Dovaning. 

Nip-cheese (nautical), purser's 
steward. Also a miser. 

Nipper (popular), a baby, a 
child. Also a small draught. 
One who goes in for sharp 
practice. The metaphor is in 
fttppifi^, grasping or squeezing 
a man more than the bargain 
purports. 

'• like enoagh," returned Stone. " That 
■coonnts why he has the credit of being 
lodi a m^r."—A. C. Grant: Bush 
Life m Queensland. 

Also a pickpocket; formerly 
a cut-purse. (Marlborough Col- 
lege), a little cad. (Coster- 
monger), the youngest of lads 
employed by costermongers. 
(Popular and thieyes), explained 
by quotation. 

" Dowse the glim I here come the 

That a n^ptrwtA a policeman, I well 
knew. — The Little Ragamuffins. 



Nip, to (old cant), to take, seize, 
steal, apprehend. 

Meanwhile the cut-purse in the throng, 
Hath a fair means to nyp a bung. 

— Poor Robin^ \^\o. 

If we niggle or mill a bousing ken, 
Or nip a bung that luis but a win, 
Or dup the giger of a gentry cofe's ken, 
To the quier cuffing we bing. 
— T. Dekker: Lanihome and Candle • 
light. 

Nix or nicks (thieves), nothing. 
The Grerman nichtt. 

Id a bright check suit with staring squares, 

And a " topper " of striking grey, 
The magsman fly to the course repairs 

In quest of "mugs " as prey. 
In his " exes " being nil our friend confides, 
His "brief he snatches and for nix he 
rides. 

— Bird o' Freedom. 

It won't do, I say, to stand here for 
nicks. — Parker: Variegated Characters. 

Used by French thieves. 
Spanish cant ntxo ; Italian 
nt&a, niberta. 

Nix my dolly (thieves), never 
mind. 

AVjt my dolly, pals, fake away ! 

— Ainsworth: Rookwood. 

Niz priz (legal), a writ of niii 
priui, 

Nizzie (old cant), a fooL 

Nob (common), the head, origin- 
ally pugilistic. From knob or 
nub, the nape of the neck. 

The coachman he not likin' the job 
Set off at a full gal-lop, 
But Dick put a couple of balls in his no& 
And prevailed on him to stop. 

— Romancf from Pickwick Papers. 
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I went jest for a lark, nothink else, and 
wos quietly slinging my 'ook, 

Wen a bit of a rush came around me, a 
truncheon dropped smack on my nch. 

And 'ere I ham, tucked up in bed, with a 
jug of 'ot spruce on the 'ob. 

—Punch, 

To scuttle yonr nob^ to break 
jonr head. 

Soon I'll give you to know, you d d 

thief, 
Tliat you're cracking your jokes out of 

season, 
And scuttle your nob with my fist. 

— Burrowes : The Death 0/ Socrates, 

A gpreat swell, a man of 
high position. Abbreviated from 
great no& (no&, head). In Parisian 
popular slang groue UU. 

I came to London — p'rhaps I'd bettA* say 

how I begun. 
For no nabob was half such a noS^ 
As the Shallabalah Ma'rajah. 

— Punch. 

Vide One fob his nob. 

No battle (printers), no good; 
not worth while. 

NobtMi saltee (costermongers), 
ninepence. From nove soldi, 

Nobber, nobbier (pugilistic), a 
blow on the " nob " or head. 

Nobbet, nobbing, to collect, or 
collecting money. "A term 
much used by buskers," says 
Hotten. 

Navhat, in the language of 
the Hindu Nsts, or musical 
gypsies, signifies, time, tune, 
and instruments of music sound- 
ing at the gate of a great man 



at certain intervals. NobhU^ 
which is a gypsy word, well 
known to all itinerant negro 
minstrels or tavern singers, 
means to go about with music, 
to get money, or to take it in 
turn. It is manifestly enough 
of Indian origin. "To nobbet 
round," means to go about by 
turns to collect. 

Nobbinsf aliun (showmen), the bag 
for collecting money. This is 
specially used by Punch and 
Judy men. 

Nobbier, thus described by Hind- 
ley: — "In my young days there 
used to travel about in gangs, 
like men of business, a lot of 
people called nobbUrt, who used 
to work the thimble and pea rig, 
and go ' buzzing,' that is, pick- 
ing pockets, assisted by some 
small boys. These men travel- 
led to markets, fairs, and races, 
and dressed for the most part 
like country farmers, in brown 
top-boots, &c The race of nob- 
hUrt is now nearly extinct, as 
the old ones have died out, 
and the younger hands have 
either turned betting -men or 
burglars." (Australian), a glass 
of spirits, literally that nMUi, 
i.e., throttles, kills you. 

The other proceeded in the most correct 
bosh style. Every now and then uttering 
a wild cry, and daudiing his spurs into his 
nag's sides, he would fly along at his top- 
most speed, only to puU up again at the 
nearest public-house, to the verandah of 
which his horse's bridle was hung until he 
had imbibed a nobbier or twa— ^. C. 
Grunt : Bush Life in QuetnsUuuL 
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(Rodfiahers), the ndbUer, the 
gaff, «.«., that which gives the 
flninhing blow, that kills. 

Then after one alanmng flurry oo the 
top of the water, my left hand slips the 
landing-net under him, and hit final ttnig- 
^et are shortly ended with a single tap 
of the mobbUr, — Sir Harry Potiingiti 
Trvmt Fiskimg, 

I 

Nobble, to (turf), to incapacitate 
a horse from starting or from 
winning a race by preyiooslj 
dragging, laming, or otherwise 
injuring him. 

It b no use blinking the matter. The 
horse was nMUd—\F} whom it does not 
couce in tu to conjecture. — Bird <f Fret- 



"Vtotdl old word nMUt^ to beat 
or mb ; also nMU^ to strike, 
bmise with fist, or to iwh (which 
see), to hang, throttle. 

(Popular and thieyes), to cheat, 
outwit, overreach, «.e., to beat. 

Don't yon fancy the hunemployed hun> 
kom has nMUd me : not such a mug ! 

Also to throttle, kilL 

There's a fiver in the puss, and nine 
good quid. Have it. NMU him, lads, 
and share it betwixt you.—/. GrtiKwood: 
DitkTtmpU. 

Noblqr, nobbith (popular and 
thieves), fine, stylish; deriv- 
able from fio6, great nu^y which 



Yah, pitch us over yer red slang t Take 
orf that ere nMy CMt X-^Punck, 

'*Look here, mate," said another, 
** they've refonned all that now. The old 
Jew in Dudley Street has got the sack. 
You know it ain't a year since I * chocked 
«p' and I got my duds at the lodety in 



Charing Cross, and a real nobby suit they 
were until a shower of rain came on and 
then you should have seen what a scare- 
crow I looked." — Ev*ning Ntws. 

Nob thatch (popular), the hair. 

Nob thatcher (popular), a peruke- 
maker. 

Noddle (popular), the head. 
Probably from fiod. Used by 
Shakspeare. Yidt " Taming of 
the Shrew," act i. scene i. 

Doubt not, her care should be 
To combe your noddle with a three-legg'd 
stool. 

Noffgurs (London), prostitutes. 

Wrong 'uns at the " Wateries," 
Noffgurt at the Tree, 
Schiksas at the Umperies, 
Pastry in a frock. 
Pariiei fines at Purfleet, 
PeHUs in the " Square," 
Coryphees by Kettner, 
Tartlets anywhere. 

— Bird 0* Fnodom, 

No flies. Vidt Fuss. 



No kid. YidA Kid. 

Nommus or namous 
mongers), be off. 



(coster- 



No moss (tailors), no ill-feeling 
or animosity. 

No name, no poll (tailors), signi- 
fies if names are not mentioned 
there can be no libel, or if I do 
not mention his name he can- 
not take offence, unless he likes 
to apply the remarks to him- 
self. 



/ 
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Nonsense (Eton School). 

The present Provost of King'si then 
Lower Master at Eton, on reading over 
the names of boys who had gained their 
remove, I remember, quite impressed us 
with his regal position when he announced 
that King-Hannan was monarch of A\m- 
iemte. All old Etonians will remember 
that Nonsense was a small division of the 
third form. — Standard. 

Noodle (common), simpleton. 

The chuckling grin of noodles. — Sydney 
Smith. 

In society a foolish man is 
called noodlt*. NoodU is pro- 
bably from* 'nod, "like "noddle" 
. and •' noddy," becaase a person 
who constantly nods to assent 
is looked upon as being foolish. 

Noras (Stock Exchange), Great 
Northern Railway Def. Ord. 
Stock. 

No repairs (common), said of a 
set-to or struggle, where the 
parties rush heedlessly into the 
fray ; neck or nought. 

Norping (theatrical), quoting pa- 
thetic, thrilling phrases that 
wiU " fetch " the gallery ; termed 
also ** piling it up." 

North (common), too far north for 
me, too clever, knows too much. 
In reference to Yorkshiremen 
and Scotchmen. The French 
say of a person who is con- 
fosed, perplexed, "11 a perdu 
le nord." 

Nose (thieves), a spy or detective, 
f.e., one with his nose on the 
scent like a bloodhound. 



How would they know that there wasn't 
a nose — that is, a detective p'leceman — 
there in disguise.—/* Greenwood: Dick 
Tempir. 

Nose-bag (waiters), a visitor at a 
house of refreshment who car- 
ries his own victuals. 

Nosender (popular), a blow on the 
nose. Originally pugilistic 

"You see, sir," said the Pet, "I ain't 
used to t^e feel of it, and I couldn't go 
to business properly, or gi\'e a straight 
ncsendeTf nohow."— C. Bede: Verdant 
Green, 

Noser (popular), a blow on the 
nose. 

It was a noser, and no mistake about it, 
and the ruby spurted in all directions. — 
Hindley : Life and Adventure* of a 
Chea^Jack. 

Nose, to (thieves), to give infor- 
mation to the police, to turn 
approver, to watch. 

Nose wanner (common), a very 
short black pipe. In French 
hrOle-gueuU. 

Noter (Harrow School), a note- 
book. 

Not for Joe, or Joseph, used to 
intimate that one does not in- 
tend or care to do, or have 
anything requested. 

Not half bad, an expression of 
approval 

Joking apart, ' ' I'Atn^ " b net kaifa bad 
piece. — Punch. 

The French say similarly of 
a man, "il n*est pas la moiti^ 
d'on sot," meaning he is no fooL 



Notions — Nurse, 
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Notions (Winchester CoU^^), 
words, phrases peonliar to the 
*' men " of Winchester College. 

Not much of a shower (Ameri- 
can), a popnlar phrase, used 
whenever a political opponent 
or "any other man" makes light 
of a great defeat. 

Not much of a shower. — With all their 
efforts, aad with many political circtim* 
stances in their favour, the Republicans 
have been onaUe to create a reaction of 
any consequence whatever. — Richmond 
Whig. 

It is said that while Noah was 
bnHding his ark a certain man 
used to visit him daily and laugh 
at his "fad" of constructing such 
a boat. But when the rain be- 
gan, and the flood rose till the 
scoffer's chin was just above 
water-level, his tone changed, 
and he humbly entreated to 
be taken on board. To this 
Noah would in nowise assent, 
when the man, turning his back 
indignantly, walked off ex- 
claiming, " GrO to thunder with 
your old ark. I don't believe 
there's going to be much of a 

Nowhere (common), to be no- 
yjhert^ to be in a state of utter 
(comparatively speaking) in- 
feriority or insignificancy for 
the time being. From a racing 
phrase ; horses not placed in a 
race, that is, which are neither 
first, second, nor third, are said 
to be wywhert. 

The brave panther when he has once 
the threshold of that splendid 



damsel (who, by the way, is a thief, 
and addicted to drinking brandy by the 
" bumper ") is, vulgarly speaking, no- 
wktre.—J. Greenwood: Seven Cnrsee of 
London. 

Nozzle the bottoms, to (tailors), 
to shrink the front of trousers. 
Also to pawn them. 

Nubbing^ chit (old), the gallows. 

When he came to the nuBding chit. 
He was tucked up so neat and so pretty* 
—R. Burro7ves : The Death ef 
Socrates. 

Nub, to (thieves), to hang ; from 
nic5, the nape of the neck. 

AU the comfort I shall have when you 
are nnbbed is that I gave you good advice. 
"Fulding: Jonathan Wild. 

Naff (soldiers), to have one's 
ni^, means to have had more 
drink than is good for one, ie., 
enough. 

Nursery (turf), a race for two- 
year-olds only, and almost al- 
ways a handicap. (Billiards), 
when all three balls are close 
together, and the player, by 
cannoning, scores several times 
without materially altering the 
position of the balls, these scores 
are termed a " nunery of can- 
nons." 

In this hitter run the balls touched when 
he had made 4a, but he soon got them to- 
gether after they had been spotted, and 
made a run of 33 nursery cannons. — Even- 
ing News. 

Nurse, to (billiards). Tide NuB- 
SEBY. (Omnibus people), to 
nunc an omnibus, to try and 
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run it off the road. This is 
done by sending a riyal omnibus 
olose behind, or two omnibuses 
are placed, one before, the other 
behind an opposition omnibus 
to prevent it picking up any 
passengers. 

Nut (general), head. Noisette 
(nut), for head, occurs in the 
French slang phrase *' avoir un 
asticot dans la noisette," to 
be off one's mit, i.e., crazy. 
Chaucer has tiot-hed, a head 
like a nut. 

A n^-hed hadde he, with a broune visage. 

—Cantrr&mrjf Tale*. 

Nut-cracker (popular), sharp blow 
over the head. 

Nuts on (popular), partial to, very 
fond of. 



Natted (popular), deceived by a 
person who professed to be 
" nuts on you." 

I ain't nuts on sweaters myself, 
And I do 'ate a blood-sucking screw, 

Who sponges and never stands Sam, 
And whose motto's " all cop, and no 
blue." —Punch, 

From the phrase " that's nuU 
to one," i.e., a great treat, a 
thing one is partial to. Nut 
has here the sense of a dainty 
morsel, from nut, a sweetbread, 
or the lump of fat called the 
Pope's eye ; the nui of a leg of 
mutton {noix in French, same 
meaning, hence la noix, the best 
part, dainty morsel). 

Nutty (old), nice. 

Who on a lark with black-eyed Sal (his 

blowing). 
So prime, so swell, so nutty, and so 

knowing. 

— Byron ; Dan /■ 




(printers), abbrevia- 
tion for word " over- 
seer." Generallyused 
as a note of warning 
on his approach. 



Oak (University). An undergra- 
duate's rooms at college are en- 
closed by i^ouble doors. The 
outer one " is called his oak, 
being made of extra strength 
to meet the rough usage usually 
in store for it. A man is said 
to "sport his oal;" when he 
looks his outer door. The ex- 
pression has become common 



for to be "not at home" 
visitors. 



to 



Oar (nautical), "to shove in an 
oaT^* to intermeddle, or give an 
opinion unasked. 

Oat (popular), used in the phrase 
"I never got an oa< of it," I 
never got an atom of it. From 
the small size of an oal. Com- 
pare with the French "n'y voir 
ffoutU;** "point," not at all, 
from punctum; the old mie, 
same meaning, from miea, a 
crumb ; and the Latin ne-hiliim^ 



Oats — Of. 
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whioh became nihil, nothing, 
from hiiiMm, a black dot in a 
bean. 

Oats (American), "to feel his 
oaU,** to be lively and fnll of 
spirits. An expression taken 
from the stables. When a 
horse is well fed and in good 
condition, he feels his oaU, 

Oat stealer (popular), an ostler. 

Ob (Winchester College), for obit. 

Obfuscated (common), dnmk. 

She u scarcely for a moment oflT the 
stage, and she appears in half a doxen 
different disguises; she climbs up a lad- 
der; she gets ^hfiacaUd by drinking a 
htiilltdL liqueur,— Daily TeUira^ 

Obserratioiiist (thieves), one who 
looks out tempting objects for 
the skilful thief to steal, &c. 
Oenerallj pedlars, hawkers, &c. 

Ochires (old cant), bone-handled 
knives. ehiv, the knife, in 

gyp«y« 

Ochre (roughs), money. From 
the colour of gold. 

Sport yxmr ockrt like a man, 
I'm the cove that keeps the tater can. ' 

—OldS&ng. 

O'clock (popular and thieves), to 
"know what's o*dock" to be 
wide awake. Synonymous with 
" np to the time of day." 

Oar governor's wide awake, he is. Ill 
never say nothin' agin him, nor no man ; 
but he knows what's o* clocks he does, an- 
tuxaaBaa^r-ChmrUt Dickens : Sketchtt. 



October (pugilistic), jocular for 
blood, being short for Oetoftsr 
ale, the body being the beer- 
barreL 

While to another he would mention as 
an interesting item of news, " Now we'll 
Up your best Octcber. "—C. Bede : Verdmrnt 
Green. 

Oddment (printing), said of a 
book that ends on an odd 
leaf. (Linen - drapers), short 
pieces left from roUs of stuff, 
linen, cloth, &c. 

Odds (turf), an imaginary scale 
of arithmetical chance, arbi- 
trarily fixed by the bookmakers 
in respect of the prospects of 
any horse winning any future 
event on which their customers 
may wish to bet. (Common), 
*' what's the odds" what is the 
consequence ; "it's no odds," it's 
of no consequence. 

Odno (roughs and thieves), back 
slang for no do. Riding on the 
odnOf travelling in a railway 
train without paying the fare. 
Vide DUOK. " 

OS colour (society), out of health, 
out of form, not oneself, un- 
able to do things as well as 
usuaL Alluding to a pale face, 
or a phrase borrowed from the 
lapidary, who speaks of dia- 
monds as being off colour. 

When a man has not slept a wink for 
over a week it is not remarkable that he 
should look a little ^ cohur^ but when 
a constant and not-to-be'escaped brain 
jangle is added to insonmia, as was the 
case with the famous Q.C., great ravages 
are worked at the double.— Z^l^ W^rid. 
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The arbitrator listened to both sides 
separately, and soon found that each was 
a bit off colour. Said Billy to the German 
Sheenict " Yon know you cannot show a 
clean bill of health." — Sporting Times. 

Mr. ^^ stmck me as a bit off colour in 
his acting on that particular evening. It 
was, however, an anxious time, no doubt. 
— Fun, 

(Printers), a term frequently 
used by pressmen when they 
feel like "St. Monday," and de- 
sire a "miche." Derived pro- 
bably from the fact that a man 
thus shirking work would be 
off from inking, &c., the type 
for printing. It is now used in 
the United States to indicate 
any kind of inferiority or defect 
in men or objects. 

Off his base (American), ont of 
his mind, insane, qaeer. 

A Brooklyn professor has been investi- 
gating cats and dogs, and he finds just as 
many cranks and fools among them as 
among human beings. He says that every 
fourth cat is off her 6ase, while every ninth 
dog is a sort of fanatic. — Detroit Free 
Press. 

Off his cocoa-nut (popular), crazy, 
mad. 

Off his dot (popular), crazy, mad. 

Off his kadoova (Australian popu- 
lar), off his head, insane. Off 
hit kadoovaj " off his head," " off 
his chump," or simply "off," all 
convey the same idea — as a train 
being off the rails, or a man 
off his play. 

And at the very chapel-door began a 
free fight, because a man had tried to 
prove a man wrong who said he was off 
his keuUtveu-^New Swih iVeUtt Pa^r. 



Off his nut (common), weak in the 
head, crazy, mad. (American), 
illogical, cracked. Also applied 
to any one who behaves eccen- 
trically or obstinately, or who 
presses his opinions on others 
in an asinine manner. 

Off his onion (costermongers), 
imbecile, cracked. 

I've a chap on the book now for a 
hundred and twenty who's gone clean etff 
his OMtOH betting. — Sporting Times. 

Off his own bat (common), by 
his own exertions ; same as on 
his own hook. 

Off his saucer (Australian), 
tired, not in the humour, out 
of sorts. 

Office (general), giving or tipping 
the o^e«, warning ; giving a hint 
dishonestly to a confederate. 

And then, in a word or two that none of 
the outsiders can understand, the con- 
ductor gives the office to his driver, who 
sets the picter of good behaviour, you 
may depend, till the point of danger is 
passed.—/. Greenwood: Low- Life De^Ps, 

Information. 

Good old Baron, I will still stick to thee. 
Eurasian has gone up, and has gone down, 
the office having been given that ^ohn 
Hammond was going for Quicksand. — 
Evening News. 

They gives the public the office^ and the 
public believes 'em, bust 'em !— /. Green- 
wood : Seven Curses of London. 

Ojjke is a provincial corrup- 
tion of efese (Anglo-Saxon), the 
eavtt of a house ; old English, 
oveze. Hence, perhaps, the 
phrase, "to give the office" as 
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of a person who gives informa- 
tion, the result of eave«-drop- 
ping. 

Office sneak (common), one who 
sneaks into offices to steal coats 
and umbrellas. 

Offish (common), distant, not 
familiar (Hotten). 

O ff ito feet (printers), a reference 
made by printers when type 
does not stand square through 
bad workmanship or "locking 
up. 

Off one's chomp (common), crazy. 

Vidt CHt7MP. 

"Young man," said the litterateur, as 
a light dawned in upon him, "you're ojf 
your chump. I don't want a razor to 
shave with, I want a raiser that will take 
me upstairs to bed without having to 
walk." — Bird o* FrteeUmt. 

Then I got ill, an' know'd nothing for 
weeks. They said I was orf my chump. 
—Ftrgu* tV. Hum*: The Mystery of a 
Hansom Cab. 

OS one's feed (common), unable 
to eat, having no appetite. Ori- 
ginally stable slang. 

Off one's rocker (popular), crazy, 
mad. 

Off the reel (nautical), at once, 
without stopping. In allusion 
to the way in which the log- 
line flies off the reel when a ship 
is sailing fast. 

Off the spot (popular), out of 
form, silly, imbecile. The meta- 
phor is &om billiards off or on 



the tpot — off or on the spot 
stroke, the most paying stroke 
at billiards. To be off the tpot, 
therefore, is strictly to be " out 
of form,'* whence it gets an 
implied meaning of silly, im- 
becile. To be "off one's dot,'* 
which has this latter meaning, 
is perhaps only a variation of 
off the spot. 

Ogle (thieves and pugilistic), eye. 

And we shall caper a-heel-and-toeing, 
With the mots their o^/es throwing, 
And old Cotton humming his pray. 

— Burrowes. 

That'll raise a tidy mouse on your e^^, 
my lad. — C. Bede : Verdant Green. 

Oh, after you (tailors), that will 
do, cease talking. 

Oh, dummy I (popular), humbug, 
nonsense. 

Yes, last night I had been making a 
speech outside the old spot, when a little 
fellow came up to me and said, ** Ok^ 
dummy! governor, I've just heard that 
speech of yours, and I'll lay you had some- 
thing when you're at home." — Broadsidg 
Ballad : The Second Fiddler of the Baud. 

Oh, Moses I (popular), a vulgar 
expletive expression of surprise 
or incredulity, like "Oh, Hea- 
vens!" "Oh, Jupiter 1" ••Oh, 
Jehoshaphat ! " and the like. 

Thy face " the human face divine I " 

Oh, Moses! 
Whatever trait divine thy face discloses, ' 
Some vile Olympian cross-play pre-sop- 
poses. 
— /. B. Stephens: To a Black Gin, 

Oh myl (common). Application 
gathered from quotation. 

The upper crust of Nassau has, as a 
rule, very little sense of humour, therefore 
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jokes have been voted ill-bred. Venture 
on one before a Omch lady and the will 
make a painstaking and conscientious 
mental effort to discover whether she 
ought to laugh or not. If her inner con- 
sciousness answers this question in the 
affirmative, she will venture on a smile; 
if she is in doubt she will probably com* 
promise the matter by exclaiming. Ok my I 
This is a favourite expression with them 
on all occasions. If they hear a friend has 
bought a new dress, or is going to be 
married, they exclaim. Ok my! or if the 
friend has died, or had his house burnt 
down, they exclaim, Ok my ! all the same. 
— St. James's GasetU. 

Oh swallow yourself I (popular), 
hold your tongue I don't bother I 

Oil of palms (popular), a money 
bribe, a tip. To oil the palm, 
to bribe, give a gratuity; "to 
otZ the knocker," to fee the por- 
ter. The French have " graisser 
le marteau.*' 

Ointment (medical student), 
butter. 

O.K. (American telegraph), all 
correct, used to denote the 
line is clear, also to express 
anything very nice. An ex- 
pression first attributed to Pre- 
sident Jackson, who was said 
to have written O.K, for "all 
correct." 

Old boots I like (popular), a silly 
simile, like anything, "as cheeky 
as (M hooUt' "as quick as old 
hoots" 

Old do' I (popular), anything ex- 
hausted, played out, behind the 
time. 



Ois chf! OU.clo ! any old •hats 111 boy 

'em. 
They say the Tories are no good, well, let 

the nation try 'era, 
Gladstone was a statesman, some thirtj 

years ago, 
But now his line of business ought to be 

OUcUfI 

—Cainack Pnu Broadddt, 

Old crow (American), a drink. 

I don't tip very often, but when I'm feel- 
ing low, 

Life seems a bit to soften when I try a 
good old crovi. 

^BroadsitU. 

Wherever I go they say hullo. 
Hip, hurrah for a jolly old crow I 
—Francis Bros, : Jolly Old C\ 



In the United States Old Orwrn 
is the name of a choice brand 
of Bourbon or com whisky. 

Old do ST (prison), meaning 
gathered from quotation. 

One of the greatest delicacies were hofc 
white or black slugs which crawled out ia 
numbers after a shower of rain. I mot 
confess to being shocked upon my march 
out to labour to find that the men were 
looking eagerly for those slugs, and as 
soon as one was seen it was pounced opoo 
t by a prisoner and swallowed in an «t*t»ynt 
while the officer was darting about to tee 
if it was an old dog^ as the bowls of 
the tobacco pipes were called. — Evemimg 
Nrtvs. 

Old doss (New York thieves), 
the Tombs, the city prison, a 
sombre building in the gloomiest 
style of Egyptian architecture. 

Old ebony (journalistic), a slang 
title formerly given to BLatk" 
wood's Magazine — in allusion to 
the publisher's name. 



Old. 
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Old gfentleman (cardsharpers), 
a card longer than the rest in 
the deck used by sharpers. 

Old s^own, smuggled tea (Hotten). 

Old Hanrey (naatical), the large 
boat (the launch) of a line-of- 
battle ship. 

Old horse (American), a slang 
term applied by sailors to salt 
beef, especially when it does 
not please them. On such 
occasions they sometimes re- 
peat the following " grace : " 

** Old horse! old lufrsi ! what brought 
you here? 
From Sacarap to Portland Pier 
I carted stone for many a year 
Till slain by blows and sore abuse 
They salted me down for sailors' use. 
The sailors they do me despise, 
Turn roe over and damn my eyes, 
Eat my meat and pick my bones, 
And pitch the rest to Davy Jones." 

Also "salt horse." 

Old hoss (American), a term of 
endearment, equivalent to " old 
oock." Used also in England. 

Old iron (nautical), clothes worn 
when on shore. A sailor will 
sometimes say, " I am going 
to work up my old iron,** ».<?., 
he means to say, *' I'm going 
ashore.'* 

Old man (common), the ridprc 
found between two islecpers in 
a featherbed ; also the southern- 
wood tree. In misses' phraseo- 
logy a blanket used to wrap a 
young child in. An old name 
for a species of bird somewhat 
VOL. U. 



like a cuckoo, and called other- 
wise a rain-fowl. (Up-country 
Australian), an old male or buck 
kangaroo. 

In bush parlance the old male kangaroo 
is called an o/J man; the young female 
*'a flying doe," and the young one till 
eight or ten months old a "joey." Some 
of the old men reach to an immense size, 
and I have often killed theqi over a cwts. 
— Busk WoMderings of a Naturalist. 

Kinged by the fathers of the tribe, 

Surrounded yet alone. 
The Bossaroo superbly posed 

Upon a granite throne — 
A very old old man who had 

Four generations known. 
— /. B, Stephens : Marsupial Bill. 

(English and American sail- 
ors), the old marij the captain 
or master. 

Now this is pretty bad, 

Yet it's nothing to what's a-coming. 

But I hear the old man a-bawling like 

mad, 
So I guess I will stop my humming. 
— The Ballad of William Duff. 

Old pelt (printers). This is 
applied to old and worn-out 
pressmen — referring to the old 
ink pelts used in olden times 
by these individuals for distri- 
buting the ink. 

Old pie (American), an expres- 
sion equivalent to a note of 
admiration or of approval. 

" Sir," sed he, turnin' as red as a biled 
beet, "don't you know that the rules of 
our Church is, that I the Profit may hev 
as many wives as I wants?" 

"Jes so," I said. "You dive old pie^ 
ain t you ? " — Artcmus Ward. 

Old pod (American), an old man. 
Probably associated with limp- 

G 
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ing along or walking blowlj. 
*' Pod, to put down awkwardly, 
to go afoot'* (Wright). Poda- 
ger, gout in the feet. Latin 
podagra. 

Old pot and pan (popular), a 
familiar form of addressing an j 
one. 

To be called an old man, or ^Id pot and 

Is quite the thing, as you know, 
By your servant-maid, a saucy young jade, 
When your wife's in the kitchen below. 
—C. a heard: Betsy, 

Old rats (American), eqnivHlent to 
" one of the boys,*' a thorough- 
going one, a buck, a hearty old 
fellow. 

She then lade her hed over onto my 
showlder and sed I was old rats. I was 
astonished to heer this obsarvashun, which 
I knowd was never used in refined society, 
and I perlitely but emfattercally shoved 
her hed away. — Artemus IVard. 

Old Scratch (common), the devil. 

A proper degree of this organ furnishes 
the possessor with a reasonable foresight 
of consequences, and a tendency to avoid 
their evils. Witness an example, on the 
part of ladies, who choose female servants 
as ugly as Old Scratch — bless the matrons' 
wisdom — I don't blame them for their 
prudence, as a charming domestic is apt 
to be mistaken for the mistress, and the 
error not foimd out until the (at's in the 
fire. — Stump Orations. 

Old shoe (cant), good luck. Pro- 
bably alluding to shoes and slip- 
pers thrown at a newly-married 
couple. 

Old six (common), old ale at six- 
pence a quart. 



Spoken— YasAi what I've got to do to- 
night I There's fourteen "pobs" on my 
beat and I've got to see that every one on 
'em u closed at half-past twelve. That 
means that I've got fourteen pints of old 
six to get down me. Course you're not 
obliged to drink it, but you don't like to 
see good stuff wasted. I often thinks of 
the 'ardships of our pcrfession. — Pepn- 
Imr Song: As I Waiks by my Bent. 

Old son (Australian popular), my 
fine fellow. An expression of 
patronage or contempt. One 
often hears, *' I had yon there, 
old $on," ''Steady, old «m," and 
such expressions. 

Hal they've fired the stable. Don't 
stir ! Have patience. I have you covered, 
you see, old son, — New South IVmles 
Paper. 

Old stager (common), one well 
initiated in anything. 

Old, the, death. Sometimes " the 
old man " or master is spoken 
of as ^ M. 

• 

Old time, hig^ (American), to 
have a Mgh old time of it is 
to amuse oneself prodigiously, 
to be at liberty to act as one 
pleases, to have it " all to one- 
self." 

"The boys" had a high old Hme^'xt 
at the Epsom Drag Hunt Meeting last 
Wednesday. Enraged at the oofless state 
of the visitors, these merry men proceeded 
to cut through the refreshment \JUA,—Bird 
o' Freedom. 

Old timer (American), a man who 
has been in California, or in 
the mining regions of the ad- 
jacent States, since they were 
first settled. 
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fincHB the barren deserts of Ne- 
Western Utah— from the land 
vliere th» fa^ w mt nt and irrepressible 0ld 
Hmer tS!k the air «ith a solphuroos odour 
from his profanity, aad where nature is 
aeea hi its tteraest aspectf and then sud- 
denly finding oneself literally surrounded 
by flowers, and conversing with beauty 
aboot rdigion, is enough to charm the 
heart of a marble statue. — T. Sttvetu: 
Amtmd ik4 World on a Bicycle. 

Old Toast, Old Poger (American 
thieyet), the devil. 

Old Tom (common), gin. 

Old Tom, he is the best of gin ; 
Drink him once, and you'll drink him 
again! 
— Ljfiion : Ernest Maltresvirs. 

Dr. Brewer sajs, " Thomas 
Norris, one of the men employed 
in Messrs. Hodges' distillery, 
opened a gin palace in Great 
Russell Street, and called the gin 
concocted by Thomas Chamber- 
lain, one of the firm of Hodges, 
Oid Ttmi, in compliment to his 
former master." Bat, accord- 
ing to Bee's Slang Dictionary, 
1833, the term is properly ap- 
plicable to the cask containing 
the liqnor. 

There are two side-aisles of great auks, 

. . . bearing such inscriptions as Old 

Tontf 549; Young Tom, 360; Samson, 

14SX, the figures agreeing, we presume, 

widi pdkms understood. —Sketches by Boz. 



m 'WM (turf), horses that are 
more than three years old. 

Of seven horses that were in front at 
the fidish six were old 'uns.Sporting 
Tnmu. 

Old 'uo, the, or foort Cather 
(theatrical), the pantaloon. 



Old whale (nautical), a term for 
a sailor. Also ''sea-boy, shell- 
back, old shelL" 

Old women (prison), for those 
prisoners who, being unfit for 
physically hard work, are em- 
ployed in knitting stockings. 

Ole Virginia never tire (Ameri- 
can), a time-honoured expres- 
sion applied to the Old Do- 
minion State, or the Mother 
of Presidents. It is generally 
heard, however, as a negro ex- 
pression. 

In ole Kentuck in de artemoon 

We sweep de floor wid a bran-new broom. 

An' arter dat we form a ring, 

And dis de song dat we do sing : 

Klar de kitchen, ole folcs, young fo'ks, 

Ole Virginny nebba' tire. 

Oliver (thieves), the moon. From 
its colour. It may be conjec- 
tured, however, that it is pos- 
sibly from the Danish vlfoi ulftL, 
a wolf. The moon (or night) 
was one of Odin's wolves. 

Now Oliver puts his black nightcap on, 

And every star its glim b hiding ; 
And forth to the heath is the Sampsman 
gone, 
His matchless cherry-black prancer 
riding. 

— Ainrtvorth: Rookwood. 

Omee (roughs and thieves), a man. 
From the Italian uomo. 

Oh, donnys and omees^ what gfires me the 

spur 

Is, I'm told by a mug (he tells whoppers) 

That I ought to have greased to have kept 

out of stir 

The dukes of the narks and the coppers. 

^Tke Re/eru. 
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Opnee — One-horse. 



(Theatrical), **omee of the 
carsa," master of the house. 
Itinerant actors are accustomed 
to inquire at a new theatre for 
the manager, or at their lodgings 
for the landlord, thus, "Who's 
the omee of the carsa 7 " 

On (popular), tipsj. 

Henceibrth when door •exploring Jones, 

Who reaches home a little ohi 
Observes, in somewhat husky tones, 

" HuUoa, I shay, the keyhole's gone ! " 
We mtist not hasten to cry " Shame I ** 
For it's the climate that's to blame. 

— Funny Folks, 

(Sporting), to get on a man 
or horse, to make bets on him 
or it. (Common), to try it ou^ 
to make an attempt generally 
with a view of deceiving. (Win- 
chester College), a call by any 
prefect to announce that the 
" men " may enter chapeL 

On a stringy (American). "To 
send a person to look for some- 
thing that you are sure is some- 
where else is putting him <m a 
string. Humbugging, deceiving 
in any way. When a girl flirts 
with a sucker she has him on a 
string" (New York Slang Dic- 
tionary). Derived from billiards, 
as when a man gets a •* run," 
or from anything with a view 
to one's advantage, as, for in- 
stance, two ducks in a line. 

On doogf (costermongers' back- 
slang), no good. 

One (popular), a fib or lie. " Don't 
tell me one " is constantly in the 
popular mouth. Also a blow. 



One, &c (legal), an attorney, 
being an abbreviation of One 
of the Attorneys of Her 



Onee soldi or win (low theatrical), 
one penny. Vide Soldi. Win, 
old cant, is from a different 
source. 



One-eyed town (theatrical), 
a disparaging term for some 
small town or theatre which 
somebody has visited to his 
sorrow. 

One five (common), hand. 

When a " Bobby " apprehends any one, 
he asks to look at his hands, and judges 
from the ' ' palm " of one five lu to the 
honesty of his prisoner. — Topicml Timgs. 

One for his nob (popular), a blow 
on the head. 

A snatch was made at the tray, wh c r eoa 
the man with the broken nose dealt the 
snatcher one for his nob with his knnddy 
fist, coolly remarking, as he did so, " That's 
wot I'm here for ! " —Daily Telegraph. 

(Cards), when the knave of 
trump is held at the game of 
cribbage, the holder cries ime 
for his nob / 

One-horse (American), anything 
small or comparatively unim- 
p>ortant. A one-horse bank, a 
one-horse town, a one-horse in- 
surance company, a one-horse 
candidate, are depreciatory 
epithets that are thorotighly 
understood. When it was said 
by an opponent that Genexal 
Grant was a one-horse candidate 
for the Presidency of the United 
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States, the New York fferald 
declared, on the contrary, ** that 
he was a 'whole team' and a 
big dog under the waggon." 

He retnracd rather out of breath, just 
as the captain was giving the signal for 
dqiartore. "A one-kcrse little place, I 
gness,** said a companion. "Well, no," 
said the explorer frankly ; " I guess not. 
I stole a pair of socks in the market. I 
vat tried, convicted, and publicly whipped 
b twenty minutes. I call it an uncom- 
BBOnly smart little place."— 27iu7x News. 

One nitch (printers), a vulgarism 
applied to infants of the male 



One of the Lord's own (Ameri- 
can society), a dandy ; one who is 
eminent as reg^ds form, style, 
and chic. Also a " daisy, a 
ftnnner, or first-classer" (MS. 
Americanisms by C. Leland 
Harrison). 

One out of it (tailors). This phrase 
signifies, ''I don't care to be 
mixed up in it," " I will have no- 
thing to do with the business. " 

Oner (pronounced wunner), an 
emphatic rendering of the 
word "one" — as of a person 
snpereminent, or greatly dis- 
tinguished for strength, agility, 
or prowess of any kind. A 
heavy blow is also called a 
oner; "one for his nob," or a 
"on«r for his nob," are pugilistic 
elegancies of speech that have 
survived pugilism itself, in 
popular usage. 

I gave him a otui^ on the noit.—PuHch. 

The watcher b generally hanging about, 
and bell ''down" you with a oner in the 



back or side (he won't hit you in the 
face, for fear of spoiling xx).—Grtittw0od : 
Stvtn Curses of London. 

Also a blow, a shilling. Hence 
perhaps the slang term " blow " 
for shilling. 

One side to his mouth (sporting), 
is said of a horse that only 
feels the bit on one side of his 
mouth. The horse has then a 
right - handed or left • handed 
mouth. 

One under your arm (tailors), 
getting in an extra job. 

One who makes the eagle squeal 

(American), said of any grasp- 
ing, avaricious, or mean man, 
that when he gets hold of a 
coin squeezes it so closely that 
the eagle impressed on it utters 
a scream or squeal. The ex- 
pression has been in use for at 
least forty years. To make the 
ea{jU squeal is also used in a 
very different meaning when 
applied to anything which pro- 
vokes national indignation (MS. 
Americanisms by C. Leland Har- 
rison). 

On his lines (printers), an alter- 
native expression for "on the 
piece," or work paid for accord- 
ing to scale, and not by weekly 
wages or 



" 'stab." 



On his uppers (tailors), in very 
reduced circumstances. 

Onion (popular), the head. Vide 
Off his Onion. 
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Onions — On. 



Onions (thieyes), watch seals. 

When his ticker I set a-going. 
With his onioMSf chain, and key. 
->IK. Magimm : Vidtc^i Slang 
Sottg, 

On it (American). This eccentric 
expression meant originally that 
a man was decidedly engaged in 
anything. It implied determi- 
nation. " I'm on i<," I under- 
stand it. It came into very 
general use about 1 86a 

On the batter (popular), a bout 
of low debauchery, riotous liv- 
ing, principally said of a street 
walker. "It is of Anglo- Irish 
origin, and signifies on the 
street, on the road; from the 
Irish word bdthart a road (ori- 
ginally a road for cattle, from 
ho, a cow), in some parts of Ire- 
land pronounced batter, as in 
the place names Batterstown, 
Greenbatter, Stonybatter, Boo- 
terstown " (A. Smythe Palmer). 

As for the word iater^ that in English 
purporteth a lane bearing to an highwaie, 
I take it for a mere Irish word that crept 
unawares into the English. — Stamkurst : 
Ihscription of Inland, 

On the booze. Tide Booze. 

On the burst, bust Yidt Bust. 

On the cross. Vidt CBOsa 

On the dead (American), gratis, 
free. Probably derived from 
** dead head " (which see). 

So we followed him into the chamber as 
soon as these words were said. 

To get those beautiful presents all gratis 
and OH th* dead. 



On the deftd qniet (common), in 
secret. A variant is "on the 
strictest Q. T." 

"Why did yoa sacrifice yoor beard?" 
asked a young man yesterday of a friend 
whose honeymoon was barely over. 

**On the dead quiet 111 tell yon," re- 
pUed the Benedict.— ^>»r^Mir Timeu 

On the fly (popular and thisvss), 
getting one's living by thieving 
or other dishonest practices. 
Also out drinking. 

On the fortj-ntnth ballot (Ameri- 
can). When an election is re- 
peated many times before a 
candidate can be elected, it 
may be prolonged until it equals 
that of a Pennsylvania senator 
which required forty-nine bal- 
lottings. Hence the expression 
as applied to a very long contest 
of any kind. 

Miss Jennie, mindful of her Texas nati- 
vity, " went for " a hickory club and the 
*' sarpent " at the same time, tucking her 
skirts in genuine Amaxonian tt3rl« and 
attacking by echelon. In vpiVt of his re- 
peated efforts to fasten his fangs in the 
brave girl she got away with him en the 
forty-ninth ballot and left the fiekl with 
the slimy varmint dragging behind her 
triumphant car. His snakeship was the 
proprietor of sixteen rattles, which makes 
him nineteen years of age — a regular octo- 
genarian in the reptile kingdom. — Dallas 
News. 

On the ground-floor (American). 
Those who are the very first in 
any scheme to make money, or 
the original "promoters" of a 
speculation, are said to be on lA^ 
ground'Jloor. It is a common 
trick to take investors in by 
assuring them that they are 
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among the first and will hare 
the heet ohanoe. 

So in Amsterdam Herr Ganef paddled 

out his dory bonds ; 
And to all he slyly whispered, *' I will 

let you in de first. 
Om d$ gmmd'JU^r—^fS^ oat quickly— 

for yoo know de ding may burst. " 
— Riu tmd Fall qfCloryvilU, 

On the half-shell (American), 
a yery peculiar phrase, derived 
from an oyster thus served. It 
is iqyplied to anything prepared 
"and ready for use. When 
Page's picture of Venus, naked 
and standing in a shell, was 
exhibited in New York, the 
"boys" described it as a girl 
<m ike JuUf-^uU. Also a part of, 
or by retail, by half-dozens. 

I doa't intend this essay for laffing in 
tha lump, but (or laffing on thi ka^f-thelL 
—■Jcth BiUmgt on LoMgfiing. 

On the job. Yidt Job, ok the. 

On tlie lay (thieves). Vidt Lay. 
On Hit lay conveys the same 
metaphor as lying in ambush, 
or lying in wait. 

On the ledg^ (popular), in a 
predicament, or in danger or 
trouble. 

And now my mother's made a vow, 
If be don't take the pledge, 
The next time that he geu run in. 
Shall leava himoMtM* Udgt. 
--Geo. HomauiU : TJu Frying-Pan. 

On the loose (popular), free, at 
liberty, out of prison. 

I'd rather have 'arf a bellyfull M| the 
loote^ than roast meat and baked uters all 
day long in the steel (prison).— <77ir^- 
In Sinutg* Compemy. 



Also applied to any one en- 
gaged in a course of immoral 
indulgence, in drink or dissipa* 
tion of any kind. 

On the make. Viit Make. 

On the nod (common), speaking 
to everybody, and claiming or 
making acquaintances by mere 
impudence. 

I've found out a secret to live without 
work, 
Which has proved a good fortune to me, 
I am now on the nod^ and I find that it 
pays. 
For I tap every one that I see. 

—T, \V. Barrett: The Strand- 
rushinff Masher. 

(Theatrical), getting trust — 
particularly at public • houses. 
Also applies to passing in at 
theatres. 

(Turf), to bet on the nod is to 
bet on credit, each party to the 
wager merely registering it in 
their books, and settling on the 
following Monday. So called 
in contradistinction to ready- 
money betting, where the backer 
hands over his cash to the book- 
maker at the time of making the 
betf^uid if a winner, receives 
payment immediately *after the 
race. 

Since the suppression of the piquets 
there has been a good deal of betting on 
the nadf and there is hardly a pendller 
who has not a few thousands of dead 
money on hb head. — Bird 0' Freedom, 

Also silent bidding at auctions. 

On the nose (thieves), watching. 
Vide Nose. 
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Oo the pounce (common). If, as 
is thonght, a word or phrase 
becomes legitimatised when it 
has once been used in Parlia- 
ment, then on the pounce^ mean- 
ing to be on the look-out for 
attacking, is no longer slang, as 
appears by the following extract 
from the report of the proceed- 
ings in the House on September 
13-14, 1887. 

*' I shall not resume my seat," he shouted 
in tones of passion, waving his arms the 
while. " You, Mr. Speaker, have been on 
the ^outue for me ever since I rose, and I 
claim my right to speak. I have not trans* 
gressed your ruling. You have been oh 
tke pounce waiting for me all the evening, 
and I again claim my right to speak." — 
Standard. 

On the prig^g^ing^ lay (thieves), out 
on a thieving expedition, pick- 
ing pockets, &c. 

As from ken to ken I was going, 

Doing a bit on the prigging lay^ 
Who should I meet but a jolly blowen. 
— W^. Maginn : Vidocqs Slang Song. 

On the road (theatrical), explained 
by quotation. 

Companies in the provinces are on the 
road, another relic of the past. — Giobe. 

On the scent (showmen and 
circus), on the road, travelling 
about. 

On the shallow (beggars), going 
about half-naked to excite com- 
passion. Apparently from shale, 
a husk, as of anything husked 
or stripped. Provincial Eng- 
lish, thalligo, scanty, applied to 
dress. 



On the sharp (American thieves). 
A man who is familiar with all 
the mysteries of gambling and 
not to be taken in is said to be 
on the sharp. 

On the shelf (old), transported. 

On the slate (printers), waiting 
for something to turn up. 

On the square (popular), of 
masonic origin, and borrowed 
from the symbolism of operative 
masonry. To "act on the 
square," is to act honourably; 
the square is one of the most 
important working tools, per- 
fection of detail and accuracy 
being impossible without it. 
Hence the metaphor which has 
now passed into universal tfb- 
ceptance as synonymous with 
probity, truth, and honour, or 
more probably used in contra- 
distinction to "on the cross," 
or "crook," the reverse of 
straightforward. 

On the stairs (tailors), the nsual 
answer when a job is called for. 

On the strict Q.T. (common), 
on the quiet; a phrase much 
in favour with the flirting ser- 
vant girls when they meet their 
soldiers round the comer, or the 
cook treats Robert to the tradi- 
tional cold mutton. 

On the swing* (American), going, 
acting, or being employed well 
enough but only temporarily. 
Thus a " swing-station " is one 
where a man only rests, or has 
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a short swing of rest — not ''a 
full swing," till the horses are 
changed. Probably through 
New York, from a Dutch phrase. 
Jemand op den sehopzetten means 
to pat any one on the swing, that 
is, to employ him temporarily, 
with the understanding that he 
may be summarily dismissed at 
any time. Vide To Scoop. It 
may here be observed that to 
icup for " to swing " is common 
in New York (Bartlett). 

On the tiles (common), out all 
night carousing. Alluding to 
cats. 

On the win (American), winning 
or making money. This form 
of expression is now applied 
to an endless number of verbal 
nouns, e.g.f ** on the walk," " on 
the borrow," '* on the preach," 
" on the steal," &c. 

The coffee ring were en the win. They 
confidently expected to Me coffee selling 
at tixty ottixs.— Detroit Frte Press, 

On tOftst (American), anything 
nicely served. Hence a man 
who is served out, or at one's 
mercy. Probably the meta- 
phor is from the way small 
birds, such as snipe, quail, larks, 
&c., are eaten on toatt, trussed 
and spitted. To have an adver- 
sary on ioattf therefore, means 
to have him, as it were, trussed 
and spitted at one's mercy. 

Oodles (American ) , plenty. 
"Plenty of money" (Bartlett). 
Possibly from "out deal;" Ger- 
man auitheilen, to deal out. 



Oof (common), the most recent 
slang term for money. A word 
brought into vogue by the 
Sporting Times, and now very 
common. 

They quickly sought a neighbouring bar — 

They had not far to search— 
And there she told him that her pa 

Was pastor of a church. 
He knew not that the game was spoof, 

Or he had held aloof. 
** I love but thee — dost need a proof?" 

And echo answered '* Oo/!" 

— Sporting Timet. 

O Goschen, mighty king of oof. 

— Funny Folks. 

Said to be of Yiddish or 
Hebrew origin, but a punning 
joke on the French €tuf, with 
reference to the goose with the 
golden eggs, may have contri- 
buted to the term, the more so 
as mention of the "oof bird" 
(which see) is often made. The 
word (txiif seems always to have 
tickled the fancy of English- 
men. 

Said one young 'Arry to the other young 
Arry, '* Wot blooming fools these French- 
men are I Why, they atcheley call eggs 
money." '"Ow's that?" says the other. 
" Why," says the first, " they call a hcgg 
• day's oo/: "Scmps. 

Oof bird (common), funds, source 
from which comes the money. 
Vide Oof. It is sometimes said 
of a man who marries a wealthy 
lady that he has found the oof 
bird, or the oof bird has come 
to him. 

" Good evening, mein herr," said the lady 

in white, 
To the Johnny who seemingly lookod 

rather tight, 
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For the 0cf bird vas tomcwhat remou on 

that night, 
And his fingers with diamonds were gaily 

bedight. 
And the Johnny divined as he looked at 
that sight, 

She was Gennan. 

—Spirting Timut. 
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The ''oof hird on the job 
means that money is plentif oL 
(OMhien and clerks), " to make 
the oof bird walk/' to make the 
money circulate. 

Oofless (common), poor, without 
money. Vide OoF. 

He was loyal, did his painting in a hae 
that shouldn't fade. 
At the Jabilee she must of coone rejoice ; 
StUl the peelers couldn't sanction every 
playful escapade, 
And he found himself compelled to make 
a choice 
Twixt a month's incarceration and pecu- 
niary amends. 
Being oofltu 'twas a case of lock and key. 
He found it most convenient on returning 
to his friends. 
To say he paid a visit to the sea. 

— Bird #' Freedom. 

Ooftiadi (common), a variation of 
" oof," money (which see). 

If my oo/Hsch disappears before my screw 
has fallen due. 
He's the boy who lets me have a bit ; 
Of the Johnnies I'm acquainted with he's 
numbered 'mongst the few 
Who'll help me in the matter of a writ. 
To whom it is I'm wont to trust my golden 
watch and chain, 
My diamond ring, and wifey's silver 
plate ; 
My demands, however frequent, our rela- 
tions do not strain. 
For he charges me, for love, a heavy rate — 
Does my uncle. 

— Bird tf ' Freedom. 

9 

Open the occurence, to (police), 
to make an entry in the books 



at a police-station of a new 
case. 

Openini^ his numth too wide 

(Stock Exchange), is said of one 
who gets excited, and in conse- 
quence bids for large amounts 
of stock which is adjudged to 
him« 

Opera buffer (theatrical), one who 
performs in " open bouffe.*' 

Opposite tacks (nautical), cross 
purposes. 

Optic (pugilistic), eye. 

Casting my optics on the bruisers an* 
gluttons of the past. — Punch, 

Yon will see to what I refer if yon will 
cast your " kcptic over the enclosed cnt> 
ting."— ^S>*r^«i^ Time*. 

Orchid (Stock Exchange), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

A young sprig of nobility, who was ad- 
mitted to the House as the unanthoriaed 
clerk of a dealer in the American market, 
was once heard to tell a friend that when 
he was in the House he felt like an ** orchid 
in a tumi[>-field." Itpis almost needless to 
say that he very shortly had cause to regret 
his speech, as ever afterwards he and hb 
friends were known as 0ftcAM&. . . . By de- 
grees an orchid has become the nickname 
for any member who has a "handle" to 
his naxnt.—Atkin : Houu Scraps. 

Order (common), a large, big 
order, fi great, difficult, or ardu- 
ous undertaking. 

For a three-year-old to beat Oberon at 
even weights at first seems a "large ffrrfrr." 
— Sporting Times. 

Orders (theatrical), free admis- 
sions. Although the system of 
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indiMrimixuttely ^Ting ordtn 
liMbeenatyarioas times themin 
of half the theatres in London 
and the country, jet many good 
plays which at first were failures 
have been nursed into great suc- 
cesses by judiciously *' papering 
the house." Managers, how- 
ever, frequently throw good 
money after bad, and bolster 
up bad pieces night after night 
by filling the house with " dead 
heads." It is astonishiug with 
what shameless effrontery people 
of all classes, from the peerage 
downwards, levy blackmail upon 
managers by demanding free 
admissions. 

During the Italian Opera, and 
the performances of certain Ita- 
lian tragedians ten years ago, it 
was the custom on the "off" 
nights to send out ordert to 
impecunious members of the 
aristocracy, and others, to ad- 
mit three persons free, with the 
object of inducing a fourth per- 
fcm to pay for admission. It 
was rarely, however, that the 
fourth person did pay. A cer- 
tain manager who was perpetu- 
ally pestered by cadgers of this 
description, upon receiving a 
letter from a soda-water mer- 
chant requesting an order, sent 
an answer to this effect : "Sir, — 
In reply to your solicitation for 
an order, 1 beg to order a dozen 
of soda-water, and one of selt- 
ler, for which my servant will 
pay you on delivery, less five per 
cent, for cash." Upon receiving 
a modest request from the head 
of an *' alarming sacrifice " firm 



for fifty or a hundred orden for 
the ladies and gentlemen of his 
establishment, the same man- 
ager replied by enclosing an 
order for two to the gallery, 
with the addenda that on this 
occasion evening dress was in- 
dispensable, and that the ticket 
was inadmissible after half -past 
seven. 

Once upon a time one or two 
disreputable theatres managed 
to keep their doors open by 
flooding the house with paper on 
what is called the overflow and 
plunder system. E.g., the un- 
suspecting auditor has an order 
for the pit ; he g^oes there, and 
flnds the pit crammed to suffo- 
cation by people who have not 
paid. Upon payment of six- 
pence he goes to the upper 
boxes, they are also crowded ; 
sixpence more takes him to the 
dress circle. Before he can 
obtain a seat he is bled of 
another sixpence for his great- 
coat, another for his umbrella, 
and another for a programme. 
The performances in these 
places were as disreputable as 
the management, and, as a 
rule, would disgrace a show at 
a country fair. 

(Eton), explained by quota- 
tion. 

While we were in early school our beds 
had to be made and our rooms tidied; 
after that the »nUr», i.e., rolls, butter, 
and milk had to be served round. — Brins- 
Uy Richard* : Seven Years at Eton. 

Order your name to (Winchester 
College), an unpleasant intima- 
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"man" 



When a master wishes a 
to taste the sweets of a 
flogging he tells him to order hit 
name to. The culprit then goes 
to the "Bible clerk" (which 
see), and asks him to take his 
name down, giving the reason. 

Organ, carrTing^ the (military), 
carrying pack or valise at de- 
faulter's or marching order 
drill. The dead weight is com- 
pared to that carried by an 
Italian organ-grinder. (Prin- 
ters), a man that lends out 
money to his fellow-workmen 
at an exorbitant weekly interest. 
Any one applying to him for a 
loan would be said to be ** play- 
ing on the organ." 

Organ-pipes (trade), explained 
by quotation. 

... to find that the dress-improver is 
really banished at last. A little artificial 
fulness is still introduced into the back of 
dress-skirts by means of folds of starched 
muslin, " their mission being to gloss over 
the reactionary moment, and avert a dis- 
tressing sense of suddenness." We are 
much mistaken if there is not the making 
of a great diplomatist of the old school in 
the author of this happy periphrasis for 
the arrangement known in the trade as 
organ-pi^s, — Globe. 

Or out goes the gas (popular), a 
threat to put an end to what- 
ever is going on. 

More drink and less talk, or out goes the 

gas. 
Be stopping your blethering waj's. 

— Broadside, 

O. T. (printers). These initials 
are used largely by printers and 
stand for *' overtime," i,e,, work 



beyond the ordinary amount of 

hours calculated as a day's 

work. 

« 

Otta, otter (Anglo-Indian), flour. 

Otter (costermong^rs), eight- 
pence. Italian oUo, 

Out (popular), a dram-glass. 

Ont-and-out (popular), excellent, 
beyond measure, true, surpas- 
sing, thorough ; in the quotation 
it means quite a man, just like a 
man. 

" Won't he growl at all, when he hears 
a fiddle playing I And don't he hate other 
d<^s as ain't of his breed I " " Oh, no ! 
He's an out-and-out Christian. " — Dickens : 
Oliver Twist. 

Out-and-outer (society), flrst- 
class. 

Pretty Polly Pouter 

Is a reg'lar out-and-outer. 

— Punch. 

(Popular), used as a substan- 
tive and an adjective, one that 
excels, surpasses, genuine. 

"I'hcy were burglars, then?" "Out- 
and-outers, sir. "^^reenwood: Odd People 
in Odd Places. 

O u t - c r 7 (Anglo-Indian), an 
auction. 

Outfit (American), " the whole out- 
fit,'' or "the blooming (mtfit" 
the whole party. Termed also 
" all the boUing outfiL'* Refers 
also to company, household, 
caravan, trading expedition. 

The waggon master had the presence 
of mind to gallop his team out into the 
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prmiriCf whilst the entire ouifit made for 
the bat cover it could &Dd.—0' Riiily : 
Fifty Years oh tJU Trail 

Outfitter (military), a term used 
by officers of the Royal Artillery 
for one who is not fond of 
change from home to foreign 
service or from regimental to 
staff employment, and who is 
always getting an ''outfit" for 
the purpose. 

Out for an airing (turf), said of 
a horse that is backward or of 
a horse not meant to win. 

Out here (Australian). An Aus- 
tralian, no matter if he and his 
parents and grandparents have 
been bom in Australia, and 
have never left Australia, and 
own not a sixpence outside of 
Australia, always speaks of the 
British Isles as "home," and of 
Australia as out here. Making 
the voyage to England is ** com- 
ing or going home," and the 
voyage to Australia coming or 
going "out.'* 

That is my Nellie — she's out hgre and 

Mrs. Cupid Foote : 
We came to Melbourne late last year, 

I could not bear the thought 
Of snow, and sleet, and slush, and rain, 

and yellow London fogs, 
An English winter I maintain b only fit 

for frogs. 

— Z>. B. IV. Sladtn: The Squirii 
Brother. 

Out of coilUur. Vide Collar. 

Out of kilter. Vide Kilteb. 

Out of register (printers). An 
inebriated person that could 
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not walk straight, but "wobbly, 
is thus termed, from the fact 
that pages out of regUter in 
printing a sheet would be " out 
of the square," " out of truth." 

Out of sorts (printers), a term 
used when any letter runs 
"short" or is deficient, and 
hence the common figurative 
expression meaning melancholy, 
annoyed, or slightly indisposed. 

Outs (printers), an omission of a 
part of the copy composed is 
said to be an " out." The mean- 
ing is obvious. 

Outside old-river (pidgin), the 
Tang - tse - kiang. Cantonese, 
Ngoi-kong-lo. 

Outsider (turf), a horse which does 
not stand high in the public esti- 
mation, and is therefore noted 
in the betting " outside " the 
circle of " favourites." There is 
also a human species of oxUnder, 
viz., any person whose liabilities 
to the bookmakers cause the in- 
side of the ring to be too hot for 
him, and who if he goes racing 
at all is obliged to remain " out- 
side" the sanctuaries of the 
solvent. 

Out, two or three (popular), 
when a quartern of gin or spirit 
is divided into two or three 
glasses. 

Over at the knees (stable), said 
of a horse weak in the knees. 

Two of the warrant officers of the coart, 
who have had experience of hocset, «xa- 
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Padding — Pair. 



Paddins^ ken (tramps), a low 
lodging-house. One on the pad 
or road. 

Paddle, to (American), to go or 
runaway. 

Paddy, to come Paddy over one 

(American), to bamboozle, hum- 
bug. 

* ** Oh, you infernal, lying, blackguardly 
rmscal," said the devil, who had been im- 
proving his language of late by reading 
the New York Sunday papers, "do you 
think to com* Paddy over me in that 
style ? " — A merican Utory. 

Paddy's hurricane (nautical), 
up and down the mast, i.^., no 
windat alL 

Pad the hoof, to (thieves and 
tramps), 'to. walk, to tramp. 
It would be more correct to say, 
•* to hoof the pad," i.e., to tramp 
on the pad or road. French, 
fendre VtrgoU Literally to split 
the spur (of birds). 

In bus or brougham, city merchants roll to 

villas snug, 
While city arabs/A/ the hoof^ to where a 

"shoddy" rug, 
In some cold gloomy casual ward, will 

cover them to-night, 
Well ! such is life in London now, but 

say — is it quite right ? 

— /• ^« Hardwick: London Bridge. 

Pad, to stand (street), to beg 
with a piece of paper on the 
breast bearing the words *' I am 
starving." Literally to stand 
on the pad^ obsolete English 
for footpath, road. 

Paint a town red, to (American), 
explained by quotation. 



To pednt a town red U, I ought to 
explain, a Wesitem expression, and signi- 
fies the height of reckless debauch; and 
when a cowboy, having drunk his fill of 
whisky, has let daylight with revolver 
shots through the hats (>f those who have 
ventured to differ from him, and has 
smashed all the glasses in the drinking 
saloon with his stock whip, and gallopped 
with a wild whoop down the principal 
street to the danger and consternation of 
the inhabitants, he may fairly be said to 
have done his part towards painting the 
town red. — Cumberlattd : TAe Queens 
Highway. 

Also to paifU the town. 

One of these chaps from Texas came in 
there to Paint the Umm, and got his tank 
fulL — F. Francis : Saddle and Moccasin. 

Paint, to (popular), to drink, 
alluding to a red nose caused 
by ovcr-indulgenoe. 

The muse is dry. 
And Pegasus does thirst for Utppocreoe. 
And fab would paint — imbibe the vulgar 

call- 
Or hot, or cold, or long, or short. 

— Kingsley : Two Yean Ago. 

Pair off, to (American). In order 
to avoid the trouble of voting 
a man will agree with some one 
of the opposite that neither 
shall vote. Then both will pair 
off with as many others as they 
can induce to do the same. It 
is said that in a Western town 
this was carried to such an 
extent that at an election not 
a single vote was '* deposited.'* 

The vast majority of strong-minded 
women wouldn't care so much about vot- 
ing if they could only get a chance topeur 
off. — New Haven News. 

Pair, to (parliamentary), formerly 
to pair oif, to go in couples ; my 
ixxtr, my companion. 



Pal — Palmer, 
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P*l (fiTPsy). brother, friend. Till 
within fiftj years this word 
existed among English gypsies 
as pralot which is the common 
Romany form all over the Con- 
tinent, derived directly from the 
Hinda and Sanskrit brat. The 
accent of a word is called pal 
of a lav J %,€,, its brother; paUi / 
oh, brother I 

" Mat, hav akat ! ma pQr aj2 ; 
S2r '&han tu, kOshto, paro pdl : " — 
" Mat, come here ! don't turn away ! 
How are you, good old friend ? " — E, H» 
Palmer, 

PaUtkro, brotherly. "The 
geero kaired mandy sar |xx/eAtro, 
as tacho as you*d kam " — ** The 
man treated me brotherly, as 
well as you'd wish." 

The term has become general. 
In society it means a great 
friend of either sex. When used 
with reg^ard to a man as being 
a great pal of a lady, it means 
more than mere friendship. The 
lower classes and thieves use it 
with the sense of companion, 
friend, comrade, accomplice. 

Ned was a wide-awake villain. It was 
not the first time he had been " in trouble," 
and he was properly alive to the advantage 
of hariog a trustworthy /ai at liberty. — 
Tkg Little Ra^tuHujffius. 

A prisoner inscribed in one of 
his library books, "Good-bye, 
Locy dear, I'm parted from 
you for seven year— Alf . Jones. " 
Beneath this a sour sceptic who 
subsequently used the book 
added — • 

" If Lacy dear is like most gals 
Shc'U give few sighs or moans, 

VOL. IL 



But soon will find among your /alt 
Another Alfred Jones." 
— HonUy : Jottings fmn Jail, 

Palaver, conversation; from 
Spanish palabra. 

His Highness last year met th«i» Crown 
Prince on the Riviera. They had several 
conversations together ; they dined at 
Pegli, they breakfasted at Savona, and 
their palaver meant peace and nothing 
but peace. — Evening News, 

Palaver, to (general), to talk. 
ru2« Palaveb. The expression 
is common among tramps, 
itinerant vendors, strolling ac- 
tors, &C. Nantee joa/aiwr, cease 
talking. 

Pall, to (popular), originally 
nautical, to stop. From paSLt a 
small instrument which is used 
to stop the windlass or capstan 
in a ship. I am palUd, I cannot 
or dare not say any more ; I am 
nonplussed, confounded. 

Pallyard (old cant), a beggar with 
manufactured sores. I^m the 
French paillardf a dissolute fel- 
low ; properly and orig^inally a 
poor person who sleeps on the 
straw, such as mendicants, 
tramps. Du Cange says, '* pal- 
hardus, homo nihil! et infimss 
conditionis.*' 

Palm gjease (common), a bribe. 
In French slang graiue. Also 
palm oiL French huile. 

In England a bribe is commonly known 
9spaJm oil. — Standard, 

Palmer (thieves), a thief who 
steaLs articles in a shop, jewel- 
H 
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Pahner — Panny. 



Icry, for instance, bj making 
them adhere to his palm. 

Palmer's twisters (medical), the 
name given to strychnine pills, 
which were the medicine em- 
ployed by Palmer of Rngeley in 
getting rid of Cooke. 

Palming (thieves), exchanging 
spurious articles, f.^., watches, 
rings, diamonds, coins, for real 
ones. From the term in leger- 
demain. 

Pal on, to (popular), to associate. 

And we fals on with Dukes, Lords, and 
Markisses, 
Which our manners is strictly O. K , 
And they don't make no nasty remarkeset 
Respectu-ing Botany Bay. 

—Blueskin : A Lay of Lag, 

Panel-crib (American). The New 
York Slang Dictionary gives the 
following explanation : — **Pand' 
crib, a place especially fitted op 
for the robbery of gentlemen, 
who are enticed thereto by 
women who make it their busi- 
ness to pick np strangers. Panel- 
cribi are sometimes called bad- 
ger-cribs, shake-downs, tonch- 
cribs, and are variously fitted 
for the admission of those who 
are in the secret, but which 
defy the scrutiny of the nn- 
initiated. Sometimes the casing 
of the door is made to swing on 
well-oiled hinges which are not 
discoverable in the room, while 
the door itself appears to be 
hung in the usual manner, and 
well secured by bolts and lock. 
At other times the entrance is 



effected by means of what ap- 
pears to be an ordinary ward- 
robe, the back of which rerolTes 
like a turnstile on pivots. When 
the victim is ready the thief en- 
ters, and picking thepocket-book 
out of the pocket, abstracts the 
money, and supplying its place 
with a small roll of paper, re- 
turns the book to its place. He 
then withdraws, and coming to 
the door raps and demands ad- 
mission, calling the woman by 
the name of wife. The fright- 
ened victim dresses himself in 
a hurry, feels his pocket-book 
in its proper place, and escapes 
through another door, congra- 
tulating himself on his ha,ppj 
deliverance. A pand-crib was 
formerly termed a pand-ho%ue. 
Hence the word panel for a 
prostitute, an inmate of such 
an establishment ; abbreviated 
from pand-gifi. Compare with 
panelAkief, which see. 

Panel -thief^ one who extorts 
money by threats of violenoe 
in a pan^-house or panel-crib^ 
which see. 

Pannnsn (costermongers and 
thieves), bread, food. From the 
Italian pane, 

Panny (thieves), a house; flash- 
panny, a public-hoyse or lodg- 
ing-house frequented by thieres. 
Doing a panny, committing a 
burglary. 

Ranting Rob, poor fellow, was Ucged 
for doing a /ammy f-^LytUm : Paul Clif' 
ford. 



Panny-man — Parliamentary. 
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Panny is probably a corrup- 
tion of the old jNine^honso (same 
as panel-crib, which see), with 
extended meaning. 

Pluiny-iiuui (thieres), a bnrglar. 
Also '* buster," " cracksman.** 

Pan on (printers). A person with 
a fit of the "blues," or "down 
in the dumps," is said to have 

Pan ont, to (American), to paj 
well, to prove profitable. 

I am afraid that, to use a miner's ez< 
pKSsaon, we did not pan out as well as 
was anticipated.—^. Francis : SaddU and 



From " panning," the process 
which gold-diggers employ to 
separate the precious metal from 
the earth and other substances 
with which it is usually found 
associated. 

Pantile (nautical), biscuit. (Popu- 
lar), a liat. Properly the mould 
into which sugar is poured. 
More common as *' tile." 

Pi^ (thieves), paper; especially 
in the form of bank-notes. 

Come on, we have had a Iticky touch 
for half a century in pap 0^50 in paper, 
i,g,t vigAK%),-^HorsUy : Jottings from J ail. 



P^per-maker 
gatherer. 



(popular), a rag 



Paper-fflill, the ofiSce in the old 
Coiirt of Queen's Bench where 
tha Crown Becordi were de- 
posited. 



Paper, to (theatrical), to pafpee 
a house, if., a theatre, is to fill 
it with orders. A pa|)er-house 
is a theatre so filled. " There's 
a good deal of fa^per in the 
house," is a common expression. 

Paper-worker (popular), a vendor 
of street literature. 

Papoose (American), a baby, 
derived from the aboriginal 
language of the Virginian In- 
dians. 



Paralytic fit (tailors), 
badly fitting garment. 



a very 



Pard (American), a corruption 
of partner. Gold -miners, &o., 
usually work and live in couples, 
whence the term. 

Say, old Pard^ do you want to stake me 
with fifty dollars 7— it's real good invest- 
ment. — F. Francis : Saddio and Moccasin, 

Parentheses (printers), a pair of 
parerUht»e$ applies to bandy 
legs. 

Parishes (Rugby), explained by 
quotation. 

The victims stand on one of the old 
wooden bedsteads, flanked by two small 
boys, each holding one of those tin sconces 
called at Kughy parishes. — Everyday Life 
in our Public Schools, 

Park railings (popular), the teeth. 
A neck of mutton. 

Parliamentarj press (tailors), an 
old custom of claiming any iion, 
which happens to be in use, 
for the purpose of opening the 
collar seam. 
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Parlour-jumping — Paste-horn. 



Parlour -jumpins^ (thieyes), rob- 
bing rooms, usually by getting 
in through the window of rooms 
seen to be unguarded. 

This time I palled in with soinex>lder 
hands at the game, who used to take me 
a ^rlour-jumping. — HortUy : Jottingt 
from Jail. 

Parter (sport), a liberal man. 

Particular, a special mistress, one 
belonging particularly to one 
man. A term much in vogue 
in the time of George IV., but 
which is seldom heard now. 
Also *' peculiar." In French 
partieuliire has the meaning of 
wife or mistress. 

Part, to (sport), to pay willingly, 
i.e., part with one's money. 

Party-rolls (Winchester College). 
On the last Friday but one of 
the Half after dinner when the 
tutors had gone out, men used 
to call out ** once, twice, thrice, 
party-roUst** three times. The 
custom arose from the coaching 
days when the students left the 
school in different parties. 

Passed mark of mouth (society), 
expresses that a lady or gentle- 
man is getting on into middle 
age, borrowed from horse-deal- 
ing. After seven years old you 
cannot tell for certain the age 
of a horse by the marks on his 
teeth, and he is called past mark 
of mouth. The French have the 
vulgar phrase, applicable to a 
woman past her prime, "elle 
ne marque plus.'* 



Pass in one's chips, to (West 
American), to die. 

It was not until the following morning 
that I overtook Lone Wolf, when I found 
that thirty-two of his band had passed m 
their cki/s^ and over forty -five were 
wounded.— (T'iPtfiT^: Fi/fy Vearten tJU 
TrmU. 

Chipi are counters in games 
of faro. (American newspaper), 
items of news. 

Pass the compliment, to (popu- 
lar), to give a douceur or tip 
to a servant. 

Puste (printers), a synonym for 
brains, referring to the " paste 
and scissors " class of editorial 
gentlemen. 

Paste and scissors (printers). 
Matter borrowed from other 
sources is from an editorial 
point of view termed thus — 
especially that which is appro- 
priated without acknowledg- 
ment. 

Pasteboard (society), a visiting 
card. To "shoot a p. b." to 
leave a card. 

Pasteboard customer (trading), 
one who takes long credit. 

Pasteboard, to (society), to parte* 
board a person is to drop a card 
at an absent person's house. . 

Paste-horn (popular), the nose; 
originally shoemaking expres- 
sion. From the receptacle used 
by them for paste. 



Pastry — Patter. 
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Pastry. In the language of 
young men abont town, pcutry 
ifl the demi-monde, composed 
of "tarts" and "tartlets." 

Oh, beaks so stern and peelers proud, 
Yon know the whole of the pastry crowd. 
Their tricks are trite, their graces old, 
And they never will go home when they're 

told. 
When we get in the Brighton or Margate 

train 
We're all right— but the tarts remain, 
They are left to skulk at their end of town. 

'Sforting Ttmts. 

Pasty (popular), a bookbinder. 

Patchey (theatrical), harlequin; 
so-called from the triangular- 
spangled patches on his dress. 

Patch upon, not a (common), 
not to be compared to. A patch 
ought to match the stuff upon 
which it is placed — therefore 
nci a patch upon signifies liter- 
ally " not to be matched with," 
"not fit to hold a candle to." 

She's not a patch upon the duchess.— 
PmmcK 

Whaterer at the time had been 
Her satisfaction at fourteen 
When Ted had petted her, she nojir 
Felt to herself inclined to vow 
That it was not a patch upon 
That which she just had undergone. 
— D. B. W. Sladen : A Summer 
Christmas. 

Patent Frenchman (tailors), an 
Irishman. 



or pater cove (old cant), 
a Tagabond, a degraded friar, 
monk, or priest, afterwards in 
Protestant times called a hedge- 
parson, who associated with 



tramps or thieves, and gave his 
services to them for a fee in 
mock marriages. It was custo- 
mary, according to Grose, on 
these occasions for the man to 
stand on one side of the carcase 
of a dead beast and the woman 
on the other, and on shaking 
hands they were bidden by the 
priest to live together till death 
did them part, meaning appa- 
rently that they were parted by 
death as soon as the ceremony 
was ended. This was an old 
gypsy-Hindu custom. 

But alas! 'tis my fear that the false 

patrico€ 
Is reaping those transports are only due 

to me. 

— Rctoure, my dear Delle. 

Pairxco is termed patriarkeo 
in the "Fraternity of Vaga- 
bondes," 1575. 

Patter (popular and thieves), talk, 
conjuror's talk to his audience, 
puffing speech. French boni- 
merU, 

Bfavor's Spellin' and Copybook motters is 

all they cam run to. But slang ? 
Wy, it's simply smart patter^ of wich ony 

me and my sort 'as the 'ang. 
Snappy snideness put pithy, my pippin, the 

pick of the chick and the hodd, 
And it fettles up talk, my dear Charlie, 

like 'ot hoyster sauce with biled cod. 

^-Punch, 

You've got the patttr all right, Billy, 
but you've on'y got it in the rough. . . . 
You'll have to put it in perliter langwage, 
Billy.—/. Grttnwood: Undtr tht Blu€ 
Blanket, 

To patter flash, t.f., to talk 
cant, is old canting. 

I pattered in flash like a covey knowing. 
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Patter. 



It has been derived fromjMter- 
fiofter. It is the old gypsy jni<, 
or patUrava; Hindo bat, which 
means slang or secret language. 
It is possibly allied in Romany 
to |xU*<erara, corrupt patter, to 
trust or confide in, hence to 
speak secretly. 

The true origin of the word 
patter occarred to the writer in a 
strange way. " It was in Brigh- 
ton, when at a comer I saw 
a tramp with a few ferns in a 
basket. 

** * Shelhin galopoi f * I casually 
said in the carious Celtic dialect 
known as Shelta. Shdkin gaUh 
pat means ' selling ferns.' 

'* ' That one word/ replied the 
tramp gravely, 'indicates that 
you, sir, are a gentleman who 
knows the world. Indeed, your 
knowledge of it is more than 
unusual — it is unique.' 

** I at once saw that the tramp 
had been educated. I asked 
him if there were any gypsies 
in town. 

" * I have just seen old Lee, 
the tinker,' he replied. 'And 
if you will come with me you 
may see him.' 

"We went along to a small 
public, and entering found old 
Lee. He had known me of yore. 
Once, three years before, I had 
promised to give him a treat. 
It took the form of rum-hot 
sweet with a bit o' lemon, if 
you please. Then contrary to 
our express compact that the 
treat was not to exceed drinks, 
the needy knife-grinder asked 
for sixpence. And I replied — 



'I give thee sixpence I I wIU 
see thee danmed first.' 

" On teeing me again he bunt 
out into Romany — he treated; 
the tramp spoke to me in Shelta. 
The landlord glanced at me 
unfavourably. I asked for a 
private room. Drinks and 
cigars were provided. Mr. Lee 
had three hot rums, the tramp 
three whiskies. The tramp was 
a pale man and seemed to grov 
sober as Lee got drunk. 

" ' I don't think,' he remarked. 
' that the gypsies are of Hindoo 
origin. I rather think that 
they come from the Jdnffdla, 
the hill tribes.' 

("Heyday I" I thought. "He 
doesn't call them jungle meo, 
but uses the vernacular.") 

" * For I always observed,' he 
resumed, 'that while the Hin- 
doos only talk Hindustani, the 
Jdng&las use that and have the 
Bdt among themselves.' 

" ' Great Dictionary I ' I cried, 
'why, that's Hindoo slang for 
slang it&elt Bat or pat, and 
patter, are Romany for the jib,* 

" 'That'strue! 'exclaimed Leeu 
' But patter is cantin' now.' 

" * Lee,' I answered, ' your 
great • great - great • grandfather 
used patter for talk. It was 
old Romany. Then your people 
dropped it when it got blown. 
Patter*t the lav,* And turning 
to the tramp, I added — 'With 
your permission I will inccK*- 
porate that observation of yours 
into the next paper which 
I propose to read before the 
Oriental Society. Don't yon 



Patter— Pay. 
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think that the gypsies came 
from the Dom t ' 

" ' I used to see a great many 
of the Domes when I was a 
soldier in India. I always 
thought they were real gypsies.' 

"People sometimes ask me/ 
•How did you learn gypsy?* 
Well, for every word learned, 
' bang went a saxpence ' for rum 
or beer.** 

Patter is, however, very old 
BngUsh for to mutter. 

Erer he patred on theyr names fast 
— How tkt Ploughman Ltartud his 
Paternoster. 

The old English to jpatUTf to 
mutter (a paternoster), probably 
combined with the Romany 
meaning merely slang. 

P9iX!baMn, a gypsy trail, made by 
throwing down a handful of 
grass occasionally (Hotten). 

Patter -crib (thieves), a publio- 
house or lodging-house fre- 
quented by thieves. 

Patterer (streets), one who cried 
last dying speeches in the 
streets, &c. 

Panl's pigeons (school), the 
scholars of St. Paul's School 
have been so called from time 
immemorial. 

Pav. (London), the Pavilion Music 
HalL 

Tb« Dalston Colosseum has an animated 

Cirque; 
The Moore and Burgess Minstreb are, as 

usual, at work ; 



And if you're fond of music halls, the 

Empire and the Pav. 
WQl give you just about the utmost jrou 

could wish to have. 

^Fun. 

Pawnee, Pani (Anglo-Indian and 
gypsy). In the latter also jMmy, 
water. ** The word is used 
extensively in Anglo-Indian 
compound names, such as bUii' 
gdti-pdni, soda-water; brandy- 
l>aim«e, brandy and water; huh- 
b<hpdni, European perfumes (in 
gypsy kUthtO'pani, or kuthto- 
•Umeni-panif &c." (Anglo-Indian 
Glossary). In both Hindustani 
and English gypsy the ocean is 
known as the kSla, or kdlo-p&ni, 
*^the black water," a term of 
terror in reference to transpor- 
tation to penal settlements. In 
German cant water is termed 
bani. 



(Winchester), cease talking, 
be quiet. Also a chum. 

Pay-away (common), go on with 
your discourse. Originally nau- 
tical ; from the phrase to pay- 
avxiy^ i.e., to allow a rope to run 
out. 

Pay dirt (American). When the 
soil of a place afforded indica- 
tion of gold in sufficient quanti- 
ties to render mining profitable, 
it is called pay dirt The term 
probably came from the Chinese 
diggers. The first story in which 
it occurs is one of a Chinaman 
who, having been employed to 
dig a grave, and finding pay 
dirt or gold while so employed, 
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Pay — Peck. 



" pre-empted " the ground, and 
was shot for so doing. The 
prefix fay is to be found in 
seyeral pidg^-English words. 

As their eyes remarked the symptoms, thus 
their tongues re^wnsive spoke : 

" In this undiscorered section there is/ajr 
dirt^ sure as smoke." 
—Tk* Rise tmd Fallo/GloryvilU. 

Pay for one*s whistle, to (com- 
mon), to pa J extravagantly for 
any fancy. 

S<Mne, though round them life's expenses 

bristle, 
Are not opposed to ^ying for thiir 

whist it ! 

'"Fminy Folks, 

Pay, to (popular), to punish, beat. 

Her father once said he would kill her 
mother, and once or twice he/oiV/her.— 
Siastdard. 

Pay with a hook, to (Australian 
thieves* patter), to steal. An 
expression probably imported 
into New South Wales in the 
old convict days. To pay with 
a hook signifies to obtain the 
article, not by payment, but by 
hooking it, or running away. 

You bought them 7 Ah, I fear me, John, 
You /fffif/ /kern with a hock, 

— /. BruntoH Ste^luns: My Chinte 
Cook, 

P. D. (trade), a substance which 
is sold to grocers for mixing 
with, and thus adulterating, 
pepper. It is known in the 
trade by this rather enigmatical 
appellation. 

Peach (English and American), a 
very complimentaiy epithet for 
a young lady. Also " plum.' 



(Drivers), an informer against 
omnibus oonductors and drivers. 
From to peach, to reveal a secret^ 
inform against ; corrupted from 
impeaeh. 

Peacock engine (railway), a loco- 
motive which carries ccmJs and 
water inasepaiate tender, as dis- 
tinguished from a tank engine, 
which carries engine, fuel, and 
water all on one frame. 

Peacock horse, amongst under- 
takers, one with a showy tail 
and mane. 

Pearlies (costermongers), pearl 
buttons sewn down the sides 
of the costermongers' trousers 
in the East End. 

Pear, to (thieves), to take money 
from the police for information, 
and then from thieves for tell- 
ing them how to escape. Pear- 
making, the act of drawing 
supplies from both sides. Evi- 
dently from *'pair," and to 
"pair off.' 



*t 
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Pebble -beached (London), i.e., 
high and dry, or very poor. 
Explained by quotation. 

He had arrived at a crisis of impecoai- 
osity compared to which the small ctrcum> 
stance of being p^U-bemchtd and stony- 
broke might be described as comparativa 
affluence. — Sporting Times, 

Pec (Eton), money ; from the Latin 
peeunia. 

Peck (popular), food. Peek and 
hoote, food and drink; peMeh, 



Peck — Peel. 
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hungry; a good pecker ^ a good 
appetite. Peck-alley, the gullet. 
A holiday at PeeUuim, haying 
nothing to eat. Pedb is probably 
derived from the action of a 
hungry bird peeking at seed, and 
from its beak, which it has to 
open for the purpose. (Old cant), 
pek, meat (Harman). Ruff-pck, 
bacon. Pek or pekker means in 
g^ypsy to roast or bake, and is 
commonly applied to roast meat. 
It is found in all gypsy dialects. 
Mr. Turner derives pek from 
peeut, cattle (*' Vagrants and 
Vagrancy," p. 474). 

Peck-alley (common), the throat. 

Pecker (Oxford), appetite. (Com- 
mon), a rare pecker, a hearty 
eater. From to peek, to eat 
Toraciously. Keep your pecker 
up, take heart, do not be 
discouraged, never say die; 
literally keep your beak or 
head up, do not be down in the 
mouth. 

Keep your pecker up, old fellow ! and 
pat your trust in old beans.— C Bed*: 
Vtrdant Grten. 



(common), hungry. 



Peck, to (common), to eat vora- 
ciously. Also " to wolf." 

Ped (sporting), a pedestrian — 
usually a professional one. 



well'known Birmingham p«d» 
have joined in a sweepstakes of ;C5 «*ch 
to nm lao yards XvnSL—R^tne, 

Pedkr's French and St Gilet' 
Greek. The English common- 



alty, not understanding the 
secret jargon of tramps and 
beggars, different from what 
was called " flash,*' or ordinary 
vulgar slang, were accustomed 
to call it either "French" 
or " Greek," which two lan- 
guages were equally unintelli- 
gible to them. The "cant" 
words of tramps, pedlars, and 
beggars were thus designated 
as "French," and the Gaelic 
words spoken to a large extent 
by the Irish, who in the seven- 
teenth and eighteenth centuries, 
and up to the third decade of the 
nineteenth, inhabited the rooke- 
ries of St. Giles', London, through 
which New Oxford Street has 
been driven, was designated as 
"Greek." Shakspeare speaks 
of the phrase due-da-me, used in 
the sport, called Tom Tiddler's 
ground, as a Greek invocation 
to catch fools into a circle. 
There was a district in the 
slums of Westminster, inhabited 
chiefly by the disreputable 
classes, who spoke in a cant 
unknown to the other and less 
vulgar inhabitants of the metro- 
polis, known as "Petty France." 

Pedlar's news (Scotch popular), 
stale news. 



Pedlar's pony (American), 
walking-stick. 



a 



Peel tggs with, to (common), to 
stand on ceremony. " He's not 
one you would stcAd to ptd eggt 
vfHh,** ie., stand on oeremony 
with. 



122 



Peeler — Peg, 



Peeler (general), a policeman; 
derived from Sir Robert Peel, 
who first started the metro- 
politan police in the place of 
the Bow Street runners. 

Bobl»y too open to the furti\'e " tip " ? 
How can the world malign in such a 
manner? 
Although self-offered to the Pteltf's grip. 
Tis plain a " Copper " will not take a 
"Tanner." 

— Punch. 

Some years ago policemen 
were still called^Bobby Feelers." 
Vide Bobby. 

Peel, to (common), to strip, take 
off, expose, or show. 

Peepers (common), the eyes. 

The next question was how long they 
should wait to let the inmates close their 
p m p t ri , — Rtadt : AVzwr ico LaU tc 



... Or would amiably recommend an- 
ocher that, as his ^e^ert were a-goin' fast, 
he'd best put up the shutters, beca u se the 
•arly-closing movement ought to be fol- 
Icred out.— C Btdt : yerdant Green. 

Peepert in monming, bruised, 
black eyes. 

His peepert are just going out of 
mourning. — Bird o' Freedom. 

Peeping Tom (old cant), still in 
use. 

A man who is mighty particular in 
peering, peaking, and| prying about, es- 
pecially to perceive maids undressing 
or nndrest, when they, poor innocents, 
deem themselves unseen. — The Comical 
Cri/ick. 

The term is derived from 
Peqping 7o» of Coventry, who 



was struck blind for thus offend- 
ing. 

So Pe^phti Tkmmme lost his sighL 
The world cries out, "It scrred him 
right. 
For looking at my Lady G." 
But oh, if every soul of us. 
Who've done the same were pqniihed 
thus, 
How many blind men there'wonld be ! 
^Ballad ^Peeping T^m. 

Peepsies (Punch and Judy), the 
pan pipes. 

Peg (general), a drink, geneially 
brandy and soda. Hard drink- 
ers in India, every time they 
have a drink, are said to add a 
peg to their coffin. The latter 
is synonymous with " to add a 
nail to one*s coffin." (Thieves), 
a shilling. 

Peg, on the (military), to be 
under arrest, as a non-commis- 
sioned officer. The expression 
is also used when a soldier is 
put under stoppages. A very 
common synonym in the army 
is to be *' roosted." 

Peg out a claim, to (Australian), 
properly to mark out for one's 
possession. The miner who 
wishes to claim a certain piece 
of ground had to mark it out 
with ptg$: so has the free se- 
lector (q,v,) when taking up 
land. Therefore to peg oui <me*9 
claim means to mark out for 
one*8 possession, and is used 

, figuratively in ordinary con- 
versation, as well as techni- 
cally. 



Peg — Penny. 
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Sh« U haunted l»y TiscoonU and bazoas. 

With aristocratical names, 
Fitzgerald, Fitsjames, and Fittdarence, 

All anxious to ptg oni their claims 
On her heart, and her hand, and her 
portion 
Their broken estates to renew. 
Long emaciate with the extortion 
Of lawyer, and broker, and Jew. 
—DouiUu B, W, Sladtiti A Busk 
Ficwer, 

Peg out, to (common), to die. 
Like a man who strikes his tent 
to take his departure. 

There is every reason to believe that the 
unfortunate woman P*ggtd out because a 
remarkably enlarged liver interfered with 
tha natural play of other internal appa* 
iBtas.~/w». 

Peg, patting in the (military), 
taking a pull at one's self ; 
being on the sober or quiet 
tack, Yolontarilj, or by superior 
orders. 

Pegs (popular), legs. 

Pegi to (common), to drink ire- 
quently. Ftde Peg. 

Pelter (nautical), the small ten- 
gun ship of old. (Popular), 
out for a peZ^, means in a very 
bad temper. 

Pelt, to (tailors), to sew thickly. 

Pempe (Winchester College). 
When a new ** man " comes, he 
is asked whether he has his 
jwn|M (which in reality is an 
imaginary object, but is repre- 
sented as bdng a book). Of 
coarse, the answer is in the 
negatiTe^ whereapon he is as- 
eared that it is quite indispen- 



sable, and is sent from one man 
to another, each telling him 
that some one else has it in his 
possession. The joke ends by 
his being sent to some master, 
who gets him out of his diffi- 
culties. The deriyation is re/i- 
vtfuapov Tparepovt that is, '*send 
the fool further." A kindred 
joke, perpetrated on a raw re- 
cruit in the French army, is 
to send him on a fool's *errand 
after the "clef du champ de 
manoeuvres," or "le parapluie 
de Tescouade." 

Pen (colonial), a threepenny piece. 

Penang lawyer (Anglo-Indian), 
the name of a handsome walk- 
ing-stick from Penang and 
Salampore. '* The name is popu- 
larly thought to have originated 
in a jocular supposition that 
lawsuits in Penang were decided 
by the lex bocalinum (club-law). 
But pinang liyar (wild areca), 
may almost certainly be assumed 
to be the real name" (Anglo- 
Indian Glossary). 

Pencil-fever (turf), this imaginary 
disease sets in when, despite the 
efforts of the '* marketeers,'* a 
horse can no longer be kept at a 
short price in the lists (Hotten). 

Pendller (sporting), a bookmaker's 
clerk. 

Penny gaff. Vide Oatf. 

Penny starrer (popalar), a penny 
rolL 
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Pepper-box. Yidt Coftss-mill. 

Peppered (tnrf ), ased in reference 
to a man who has laid large 
stakes on a horse. 

He was ptpptred in one dangerons 
quarter alone to the extent of three or four 
thousand pounds, simultaneously with a 
large outlay on Jerry. — S^crting Times. 



Perchera (Winchester College), a 
mark put against a "man's" 
name who has been *' late " for 
chapel. 

Perfectly demmy (American 
cadet). A man who is dressed in 
perfectly good taste — stylishly 
so^is said to be perfectly demmy. 
Probably from association with 
Mr. Mantalini of " Nicholas 
Nickleby." 

Periodicals (American), men 
who go at regular intervals on 
sprees, or who get drunk only 
at certain times, are said to 
have their periodicaU, Le., perio- 
dical dissipations. 

•• Mr. Featherly," inquired Bobby from 
■cross the table, *'are you in the book 
bosmess?" *' I ? No; I'm in the dry- 
goods business. You know that very well, 
Bobby." " Yes ; but ma and pa were 
talking last night about your having your 
little ptriodicaU^ and I thought perhaps 
that you had made a change."— AVzv York 
Timts. 



(common), perquisites. 

To first-class passengers I speak 

In accents soft and bland, 
To second-class, though quite polite, 

No nonsense will I stand ; 
But the third-class I'm down npon, 

I treat them just like Turks, 
The reason is, you luderstand, 

From them I get no Perk*. 
—7*. Xuueli: Tkt RmilmM^ Gmard. 



Permeated dnde (Canadian), a 
dandy who assumes a highly 
swaggering manner. 

Pemicketty (American), fastidi- 
ous, mean, and over-particular. 

The Comptroller of St. Louis most be 
▼cry ptrmcketiy. He objects, it seems, 
to paying out xji the City Treasury for 
carriages to take aldermen home at night. 
— Detroit Free Press. 

Perpendicular (London), a lunch 
taken standing at a bar. 

Persuaders (common), pistols. 

"The persModerst" "I've got 'em." 
replied Sikes. — CkarUs Dickens: Oliver 
Twist. 

Also spurs. 

I have known a coster get a month for 
inflicting upon his donkey half the pain 
which the poor mare suffered from the 
jockey's /rrrjM^rrr. — Daily Fa/er. 

Persuading plate (thieves), an 
implement used by buiglars. It 
is an iron disk, revolving on a 
pivot with a cutting point. 

Detective • sergeant now produced a 
quantity of property found on the prisoners, 
including a fersuading plate used for the 
purpose of forcing safes. — Deuly News. 

Pesky (American), an adjective 
used in detraction, as '*the 
petley horse I " " This is a petkji 
sight too bad." Probably from 
the Dutch pestfe! Pest. on itl 
was a well-known English oath 
a century ago, but was still 
commoner in Dutch and German. 
Bin poUehen (dialect, Pettehe*). 

Pete Jenkins (circus), a character 
introduced in the ring as one 
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who has friends in the audience. 
Sometimes it is an imaginary 
old aunt from the country, who 
is delighted at recognising her 
long lost nephew, yet horrified 
at seeing him risking his life by 
his daring feats on horseback. 
Peter assures her that there is 
no danger, and finally persuades 
her to take a ride. She, of 
course, tumbles off, and *' makes 
business," to the delight of all 
lookers-on. Anon some appa- 
rent rustic greets him, inquires 
if the circus-business pays, and 
is also persuaded into the ring. 
The original PtU. JcnkinSf a 
small man with a large nose, 
was in Dan Rice's troop, or 
"Great Show," in America about 
1855. Pete Jenkins now means 
a variation on the clown. 

Peter (thieves), a parceL 

So while I wa:t looking about I piped a 
Ijltle /tier {psktxx\).—Horsley : Jottingt 
from Jail. 

A cash-box. 

After we left the course, we found a 
dead 'an, and got %. peter with very near a 
century of quids in \\..—HonUy: Jottii^ 
Jram JaiL 

Also a very old word for port- 
manteau. This was the origi- 
nal word. (Australian prison), 
punishment celL (Poachers), a 
partridge. 

Peter-daimer (thieves), one who 
steals boxes, portmanteaus, 
bundles. 

Peter Collins (theatrical), a 
gentleman never to be found. 



In towns there are generally 
young aspirants who want to 
act, who apply at the theatre, 
and are told to call in the after- 
noon. If he does he is sent in 
search of Peter Collins, '* that's 
the man to give him a job," by 
one of the stage men, or any 
one who knows the game, and 
'* will you take this up to him," 
a sack with something heavy in 
it, counterweights, and an old 
pantomime mask generally. 60 
the youth is sent from the roof 
to the cellar, and, finally, is 
generally let down a trap and 
left to get out as best he can. 

The same trick is practised 
at circuses, but the password 
is the '* green -handled rake," 
which the youth is requested to 
ask for. He is generally settled 
with a pill of horse-dung when 
they have had enough of him. 

Peter out, to (American), a Cali- 
fornia mining expression mean- 
ing to give out, be exhausted, 
or come to an end. (English 
provincial), *' to go through "St. 
Peter's needle," to be beaten, 
or incur loss. Hence perhaps 
the expression. 

Peter Funk (American). In New 
York city for nearly a century 
all kinds of petty humbug, 
deceit, and sham, especially in 
business, has been characterised 
by a mythical character named 
PeUrFunk, Bartlett ingeniously 
conjectures that this was a 
fictitious name given in at the 
mock - auction shops, where 



126 



Peters-Phiz. 



\ 



Peter is employed as a by- 
bidder to run np prices and 
swindle the ignorant. Bat there 
is mach in the term '* to fonk 
ont,*' or to disappear mysteri- 
oosly, and in the associations 
with funk, a stench, or a smoke, 
which suggest humbug and fool 
dealing. Ptier FMnk is very 
fully described in an amusing 
old American novel called " The 
Perils of Pearl Street" 

Peter Rngg (American). '* He'll 
get home as soon as Pet^r Bugg." 
" He's like Pder Rugg^ the miss- 
ing man." ' ' He brings weather 
like Ptter Rugg.*' The writer 
has often heard these and 
similar sayings in his youth, 
in Massachusetts. They are 
founded on the following legend. 
About the end of the seven- 
teenth century one Peter Rugg 
and his daughter left Roxbury 
in a chaise to get to their home 
in Boston. A friend remarked 
that a storm was coming up 
which would prevent his getting 
home. To which Peter Rugg 
replied with a dire oath, "I 
will get home to night or may 
I never get home." For a 
hundred years whenever a storm 
was coming it was always pre- 
ceded by Peter Rugg in his old 
chaise, asking the way to his 
house. He was always in great 
distress, seeming to be be- 
wildered. At last one day when 
his house had just been sold by 
auction and passed into . the 
hands of a stranger and was no 
longer legally his home, Peter 



Rugg drove np, and then dis- 
appeared. Hia penance was at 
an end. 

Petticoat pensioner (common), a 
man who lives on a prostitute's 
earnings. Also "Sunday-man, 
ponce, prosser, Kaffir." 

Pew-opener's mnsde (medical), 
a muscle of the palm of the 
hand so called by the late Sir 
Benjamin Brodie because it 
helps to contract and hollow 
the palm for the reception of 
a gratuity. 

Pewter (common), money. 

Philadelphia Catechism (nauti- 
cal), the name by which the 
following couplet is known. 

" Six days shall thoa laboor, and do all 
thou art able, 
And on the serenth — holystone the dedcs 
and scrape the cable." 

Philip (thieves), a policeman. Ob- 
solete. Also a warning cry. 

Philiper (thieves), a thiefs ac- 
complice who keeps watch and 
calls out Philip/ as a warning 
cry. 

Phiz (common), face, coontenanoe. 



Proves as ' Arry is well to the front wen \ 

higpcrlite pens pop on him. 
Does me proud and no herror, dear pal ; 

shows we're both in the same bloomin* 

swim. 
Still, they don't c(^ mj^kU quite ker>rect ; 

they know Gladstone right down to the 

ground ; 
But I ain't quite so easy 'it off, don'tcfaer 

see, if you take me all round. 

'^Pmnek. 



Piccadilly — Piece, 
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Piccadilly crawl, a languid walk 
mach affected about ten years 
ago. 

Pickers (popular), a Tery old term 
for hands. 

Picker-up (Stock Exchange), a 
man who tries to get members 
to make a wrong price, and 
then deals with them. 

Pick flies off it, to (tailors), to 
find fault with it. 

Picking out robins' eyes (tailors), 
to side stitch a black cloth or 
fine material. 

Picking-up (popular), explained 
by quotation. 

There, it seems, the girls of the working 
dass go out picking'up^ just as the boys 
go out "mashing." ITiey go by twos or 
threes, each little party of the same sex ; 
the girls looking in the shop windows and 
ffiggling, the boys sauntering along, cigar- 
ette in mouth and hands in pocket. 
Presently the latter jostle up against the 
former, lliey apologise. No apology, 
they are told, is needed. " Going to 
market?" asks the lad. "Yes," U the 
reply. " May we come along ? " "Very 
well." Thus is the ice speedily and satis- 
factorily broken \—Glob€. 

Pickle jar (popular), a coachman 
in yellow livery. 

Pick-me-up (popular), a stimulat- 
ing draught before dinner, or 
after a debauch. 

nek off, to (Winchester College), 
to bit somebody with a stone. 

Pictnre, not in the (turf), not 
placed. 



In the Hardwicke Stakes he was fully 
fiAy yards behind Bendigo, who, in turn, 
was not in tk€ picture.—Sportii^Timu, 

Pie (printers). Almost technical. 
Different kinds of type mixed 
up together, ei|;her through ac- 
cident, as when a forme not 
tightened enough falls to pieces 
when being carried away, or 
through negligence. German 
and French printers use respec- 
tively the expressions, zwiAd- 
fitch, literally fish with onions ; 
and pdt6, or pie, "faire du 
pdU" to distribute such mixed 
up type. 

Bacon was a highly educated man, and 
an expert linguist ; yet the foreign in the 
folio may be summarised as a mass of /tV. 
Thus " Dictisima ; " " vemchie, vencha, 
que non te vnde, que non te perreche." 
These are copied from the quartos. Then 
we have the French : " il fait for chando, 
le man voi a le Court la grand affaires."—- 
Standard. 

" We've had an accident, sir," said Old 
Pleasure, the foreman, "the whole of 
' Bits of Turf has fallen into/i>." 

" Pick it up," said the great man, " and 
head it * Musings at the Cheshire Cheese.' " 
— Bird o* Freedom. 

(Booksellers), the miscellane- 
ous collection of books which 
have been pulled out of the 
alphabet during the day, and 
have to be replaced at night. 
It is always the last job of the 
day to put the|>{tf away. 



Piece (common). Hotten says that 
this is " a contemptuous t«rm 
for a woman>-a strumpet." It 
occurs in Elizabethan writers in 
this sense. It is now generally 
heard in such phrases as "she 
is a nice ptsee," " a good |»t«af.*' 



128 



Piece — Pig. 



Piece broken (thieves), explained 
bj quotation. 

As he comes along, bringing your new 
•ait home, he would tbiak it no sin to cmll 
at that repository for stolen goods, the 
^§ce broktf^St and sell there a strip of 
yoar unused cloth for a shilling.— G>v«»* 
': Seven Curses of London, 



*f 



Piece of calico (American), a girl 
or woman. '* The calico" or 
" the maslin," women in generaL 

Piece of padding (popular), a 
piece of luck, or a welcome 
change. 

Piece of thick (popular slang), a 
piece of CaTendish, or pressed 
cake tobacco. 

Never a^ain ! 
Will 1 attempt a pipe to smoke, 

Never again ! 
I've tried it once but 'twas no joke, 
I got a clay and piece of thick ^ 
Thought I'd do a clever trick. 
But crikey, didn't 1 feel sick, 
Never again I 
^Ballad (.Francis 4* Daf). 

Pieces (thieves), money. 

R6ve d'Or should be the mare to go. 
Unless you boldly strike for Freedom, 

Concerning /fVcrx thus to show 
The heartless bookies that you need 'em. 
— Bird o' Freedom. 

The flash terms for ^^itcet are : 
"brown, copper, blow," a penny; 
" bit," threepence ; *• lord of the 
manor, pig, sprat, downer, snid, 
tanner," sixpence ; '* bob, breaky • 
leg, deaner," shilling; ."alder- 
man," half -a- crown ; *' bull, 
cartwheel," crown ; " half a 
quid," half a sovereign ; '* sov., 
quid, couter, yellow-boy, canary, 
foont," sovereign ; " finnnp. 



fiver," five-pound note; " double 
finnup, tenner," ten-pound note ; 
"pony," twenty pounds; ** mon- 
key," fifty pounds ; "century, 
hundred pounds ; " plum, 
;f ico,ooo ; " marygold," one 
million. 

Pieman (streets), he who is toss- 
ing at pitch and toss. 

Pie, to put into the (auction). At 
book sales, to put into a large 
lot, to be sold at the end. 

PifiT (thieves and popular), a 
policeman or detective. (Trade), 
sometimes cold p^, but more 
often the former. A term by 
which goods returned from any 
cause are known. 

Pigeon (common), a dupe whose 
fate it is to be "plucked" by 
blacklegs and others. The 
French use pigeon in the same 
sense. In Spanish cant palomo, 
pigeon, is a gullible person. 

Pigeon, blue. Fu/^ Blue Figbon. 

Pigeon holes (Winchester Col- 
lege), small studies. (Printers), 
matter widely and badly spaced. 
This is a recognised expres- 
sion amongst compositors and 
readers, owing to the amount 
of white between the words, 
likened to a nest of pigeon KoUm, 

Pig, pork (tailors), garments 
spoiled, cut wrong, not the 
right material, or any error 
which precludes the possibility 
of alteration. 
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Pigs ( Cambridge UniTersit j), 
members of St. John's College 
are called pigs. 

The Johnians are always known by the 
name oi fi£j ; they put up a new organ 
the other day, which was immediately 
christened " Baconi Novum Organum." — 
Wntminstcr Review. 

(Printers), a term of contempt 
applied by compositors to press- 
men. When pressmen "entered 
the composing-room thej would 
be received with grants. A 
compositor would not dare to 
do this out of his own particular 
department. So ''Savage's Dic- 
tionary," 1 84 1, says. 

Pig's ear, pig's lug (tailors), a 
name given to a lappel collar or 
flap too heavy for the size of 
garment. 

Pig's foot (American thieves), a 
jimmy, or thieves' short crow- 
bar, cloven at one end like a 
pig' t foot. 

Pig-sticker (army), sabre. 

Pig-sty (printers), a press-room 
is thus somewhat inelegantly 
described. 

Pig's whistle (American), accord- 
ing to Bartlett, who gives it 
as a synonym for an instant, 
" In less than a pig't vhisUe,** 
As there exists an old English 
equivalent for this in "less 
than a pig's whisper," and as 
there is a well-known old tav- 
ern sign called the "Pig and 
Whistle," it is easy to see how 
VOL. n. 



one term might be derived from 
another. It seems to be a fact 
and not a mere philological 
guess, that "pig and whistle" 
was originally pigen wauhasl/ 
Hail to the Virgin 1 an amusing 
instance of bathos. 

Pigtails (Stock Exchange), 
Chartered Bank of India, Aus- 
tralia, and China. 

Pike (American), a name applied 
in California to the migratory 
poor whites, said to have origi- 
nated, according to Bartlett, 
from the supposition that they 
came from Pike County, Mis- 
souri. " The true pike,** says 
Mr. Fraahoff, "is the wandering 
gypsy-like Southern poor white 
who lives in a waggon." As the 
term pike and pikey have been 
used for at least a century in 
England, and probably much 
longer, for a gypsy or a tramp, 
the term is evidently enough 
not derived from **Pike County, 
Missouri." (Thieves), turn- 
pike. 

Pikers (Australian), wild cattle 
which cannot be got out of the 
bush. From English slang to 
pike, to run away. 

Pike it, to (popular and thieves), 
to run away. From taking to 
the pike or turnpike road, as 
applied to a discontented per- 
son, "if -you don't like it you 
can pike it," 

Pikey (popular), a tzamp or gypsy. 

I 
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Pile (American), now used in Eng- 
land. 

In the ooone of GOOTenatioo it was very 
renurkablc to notice the rariety of occupa> 
turns which a rich American has filled be* 
fore he has " made his pU*.** He may 
httre been a bootblack, a messenger boy, 
the editor of a newspaper, the captain of 
a ferry-boat, a lawyer, or a murderer, but 
somehow he has '*done the trick." — Pall 
Mall Gautte, 

To have made his ^t^ is 
generally supposed to be a term 
of California origin referring to 
a TpiU of gold dust, or to have 
come from the gambling tables, 
meaning a quantitj of heaped- 
up gold. Bartlett has, however, 
indicated that the term seems 
to be the revival of an old one 
used by Dr. Franklin in his 
" Poor Richard's Almanac" for 
April 1 741, where he says — 

Rash mortal, ere you take a wife. 
Contrive your/iV^ to last for life. 

P'xler is obsolete English for 
one who accnmolates money, and 
this supports the above deriva- 
tion (also the French amoMiur^ 
to hoard). 

"In Dutch |)«yZ, a certain 
mark, as a water-mark; hovtn 
de pe^, above the set mark; 
peyler, one that sounds the 
deep, hence pei^loodt a sound- 
ing lead, and peyloot, a pilot. 
Hence a man who had made 
his pile would be one who bad 
attained his determined mark 
or limit, certainly a much more 
definite expression than that of 
a mere heap. It is true that 
about twenty-five years ago an 
Indian tribe in the West, when 
the Goremment offered them 



an indemnity for certain lones, 
in their ignorance of the art of 
counting, could only keep re- 
peating, *Want heap money — 
heap big.' * At last one of the 
chiefs set an arrow in the 
ground and stipulated that there 
should be as much specie given 
as would quite cover it. It is 
curious that the word pro- 
nounced |>«2c in Dutch should — 
apropos of this story — mean 
both a set mark and an arrow, 
and also in English, a heap" 
(Chaa. 6. Leland : Notes). 

Pile in, to (American), a common 
form of hivitation to take part 
in anything, as a meal, or to 
come into a house, make one of 
a party in a vehicle or a dance, 
&o. 

They gave us a friendly hail, and 
whether they fancied we looked hungry or 
not, kindly asked us to sit down with 
them and /i7r im, which.being interpreted 
signifies " Pitch in and eat."— JT. i?#for^ .• 
TAe Western Avemus. 

To pile out means to come 
forth. 

Pile <tf mags (conjuring), a pile 
of "faked" coins, or of coins 
so distributed as to move freely 
one above the other. This is a 
very old term, which must have 
becoi long in the profession, as 
the magt are generally gold, 
real or apparent ; and in the 
so-called Gypsy Vocabulary of 
Bampfylde Moore Carew (but 
which has hardly a gypsy word 
in it), meg is a guinea. The an- 
cient cant form of the word was 
make. Also make, a halfpenny ; 
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" £rtunmagen macks," coon- 
terfeit halfpence, according to 
Dekker. 

Pile on the ac^onj, to. Vidt 
Agony. 

Pile on, to (American), applied to 
excess or intensity in any form. 

" In acting jovl should go and see 
Our friend /t/r 0n the agony." 

Pili M the lather, Mr. Jones— do 1 Tell 
me that I am a twenty-five horse*power 
angel, iled with ottar of roaes. It won't 
tire me much, and it may relieire Toa — 
— How Jorus told his Story. ^ 

Pill (common), a doctor ; piU- 
driver, an itinerant apothecary. 

Plll-boz (popnlar), a soldier's cap. 

Pilled (common), synonymous with 
" black-balled." 

Mr. Jubilee Plunger Benzoa was pilkd 
for the Southdown Club.— ^»n^ o' Frtt- 

Pill, to (University), to talk twad- 
dle, or in platitudes. 

Pillow-sham (American), a cover 
for a pillow. ' * Outwardly I was 
as decorous as a clean piUovh 
$ham,** a quaint and slightly 
sarcastic phrase to express an 
appearance of decorous gravity 
assumed for the occasion. 

Pimple (popular), the head. 

Pimp, to (University), to do little, 
mean, petty actions, to curry 
favour. 

Pinchbeck vilUs (journalistic), 
small cheap houses, mostly /in 



the suburbs of cities, bearing 
pretentious names, such as 
**The Oaks." "The Gables," Ac. 

Our corre s pondent in Paris informs as 
that *' there b a growing tendency to dub 
even the/imcUick xnllas which are spring- 
ing up all round the metropolis with the 
precentious title of chiteau.*'~Z>af (r TtU- 
graph. 

Pinch-board (American thieves or 
gambling), a swindling roulette- 
table. 

There's the finch-hoard. That's dead 
crooked. A sucker sees the wheel and 
the numbers all straight enough, and the 
little arrow in the nuddle. The owner 
tells him his chances are two to one if 
he bets on the odd or even numbers, and 
twelve to one if he puts his money on any 
one of the twelve. That's all muck. The 
owner has a brass tube running from the 
arrow to the edge of the board. There's 
a rod run through that, and a button on 
to the end of it. His capper stands next 
to the button, and by pressing his leg 
against it he can make the arrow stop (or 
point to) where he wants it. Sometimes 
the crowd think that the man that's work- 
ing the wheel is playing them, and they 
tell him to stand away from the table. He 
says, " Certainly, gentlemen ; an]rthing to 
oblige ! " and steps back a foot or two ; 
but the capper he's there just the same, 
and nobody suspects him, 'cause he keeps 
losin' his money just like the rest of 'em. — 
Coiifidenci Crooks : Philadelphia Press, 

It may be remarked that 
the roulette-tables, spin-boards, 
dice, teetotums, in shorty all the 
games seen at fairs and races, 
are swindles. The rifles for 
firing at a mark for prizes cheat 
by having false sights or curves 
in the barrels. The writer at 
one of these places once suc- 
ceeded in hitting the mark many 
times by aiming six inches be- 
low it. 
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Pinch, to (thieves), to arrest, to 
steal 

Pink (common), the height of 
perfection. Used by Shakspeare 
in this sense. (American cadet), 
being reported for some infrac- 
tion of the regulations. " He*8 
C^t a hefty skin of a pink for 
that joUification," i,e., "He's 
got a severe report against 
him." 



(tailors), beautifully and 
carefully made. 

Pinked between the lacings, 

a very old term, from pinked, 
stabbed, still current among 
criminals and detectives in New 
York. It signifies convicted by 
reason of perjury. Also when 
an honest man is convicted of a 
false charge by treacherous ad- 
vantage being taken of some 
weak point. To question a wit- 
ness (as is very commonly done 
by unscrupulous counsel) as to 
all the sins of all his past life, 
which have no reference to the 
case whatever, is to pink him 
hdween the lacings. 

Pinked or skinned, to get (Ameri- 
can cadet), to get reported. 



(pugilistic), a blow that 
draws the claret or blood. 

Pinky (American), an old New 
York term for the little finger, 
from the provincial English 
pinky, very smalL A common 
term in New York, especially 



among small children, who, 
when making a bargain with 
each other, are accustomed to 
confirm it by interlocking the 
little finger of each other's 
right hands, and repeating the 
following : 

Pinky ^ ^inky, bow-beU, 
Whoever tells a lie, 
WUl sink down to the Imu! place. 
And never rise op again. 

(Bartlett.) 

Pinsel (thieves), cormption of 
penal servitude. 

Pinnera-up (tramps), the sellers 
of wall -songs, that is, songs 
printed on small sheets and 
pinned on a canvas stretched 
on a wall for display. 



(common), legs. 



tt 



Pint (tailors), " my jnirf for him, 
I conmiend him. 



Pinto (American cowboys), a pie- 
bald horse. From the Spanish 
pinto, painted or coloured (MS. 
Americanisms by C. Leland Har- 
rison). 

Pints round (tailors), an expres- 
sion used in places where there 
are a number of cutters em- 
ployed and one drops his shears 
on the floor. Then the cry 
comes as from one man, pinU 
rwvnd, and means that the on- 
fortunate individual will have 
to pay for a pint of ale for 
every man in the shop. It is 
said that it was customary to 
enforce this rule, but it is not 
so now. 
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Pipedayins^ it over (tailors), hid- 
ing the faults. 

Pipe-layins^ (American), making 
arrangements to procnre frau- 
dulent votes. It is said to have 
been first osed abont 1835, in 
connection with a plot to import 
voters to New York from Phila- 
delphia. Extensive works in 
connection with laying croton 
water-pipes were then in pro- 
gress, and thence the phrase 
acquired its accepted signifi- 
cance. The Whig leaders were 
actually indicted for the alleged 
attempt at fraud, but were ac- 
quitted by the jury by whom 
they were tried. (Police), tak- 
ing measures for the detection 
of a suspected criminaL 

Pipe one*8 eye, to (popular), to 
weep. 

Why, what's that to you, if my eyes Vm a 

A tear is a comfort, d'ye see, in Rs way. 

—Charles Dibdin, 

Piper (London), a spy on omnibus 
conductors. (American police), 
a spy. Vide To Pipe. 

Pipers (pugilistic), the lungs. 

Piper's news (Scotch popular), 
stale news. 

Pipe, to (old cant), to cry. 
(Thieves), to see. In this sense 
a corruption of "peep," the eyes 
being termed "peepers." 

If I >/>« a good chat, why, I touch for th« 
wedge. 
But I'm Dot a " particular " robher ; 



I smug aqy snowy I see on the hedge. 
And 1 ain't above daisies and clobber. 

—The Referee. 

AJsotofoUowandspy. (Popu- 
lar), to talk. 

" You see," said the barber, " we help 
one another here, and 1 have fetched you 
out this la.<!t two nights so as to get you 
alongside this y'ere chum, who has got 
fourteen stretch and his ticket. Now then, 
/f/r away, red 'un." — Evening New, 

Pip, to (card-players), to take the 
trick from your opponent. 

Pirates (London street), omni- 
buses in which extravagant 
prices are charged for fare. 

Did Mr. Shiilibeer, when he started the 
London omnibus on its prosperoiu career 
of useful activity, ever foresee a time when 
a bold bad 'bus, called a piraie^ wouM 
invade the streets? — Daily Telegraph. 

Pit (thieves), explained by quota- 
tion. 

I had developed a special aptitude for 
"buzzing" (pocket-picking) from the /i/ 
or inside bmst coat pocket. — Tit- Bits. 

Pitch (circus, strolling players, 
itinerants, &c.), a place suitable 
for a performance of any kind, 
sale of goods, &c. In certain 
towns, some sixteen years ago, 
actors could not work without 
getting permission from the 
mayor or justice of the peace, 
else they were liable to impri- 
sonment as rogues and vaga- 
bonds. 

Showmen are agreed that there is no 
better ^tch in the world than London. — 
Daily Telegra^ 
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A performance. 

Hie "fakcmenu" or "properties' 
oottly and tasteful, and, in shortt the en- 
tin^teA was a complete triumph. ~Z>«i(|f 

Doing a pUeh, doing business. 

Being at Plymouth fair, and doing a 
good busin es s, there stood among the 
crowd a youth who bought a great many 
lots of me, so that when I had done my 
pitchy and got down from the stage . . .— 
Hindley : Life and Advtnturtsofa Cheap 
Jack. 

To " qaeer the pitch,** to spoil 
the pitckf or performance, a 
theatrical and circns phrase, 
meaning to stop, spoil a per- 
formance in any way. 

He was never " loose in ponging," nor 
did he erer " miss his tip." His eques* 
trianisnv was emphatically " bono,** and 
there was nothing to " queer his/iVcA."— 

Used also fignratiyely, to mar, 
spoil one's plans, business. 

When my /itch you endeavoured to 
queer, 
Wasn't friendly at all, so I look for a share 
In her merry ten thousand a year. 

—Sporting Times. 

(Popular), a short Interval for 
sleep. 

Pitched (tailors), acquaintance 
cut. No intercourse of any 
kind. 

Pitcher (coiners), one who utters 
base coin. 

Pitching: it strons: (common), 
exaggerating, overdoing it. 

"Well, 1 am thinkbg the 'Tuer is 
pitching it rather strong.** 

" My love, what an expreattOD."— iPMdSr; 
HardCmek, 



Pitch in, poU out, to (talkcsX to 
work with a wilL 

Pitch into a peraoii, to (oomoion), 
to castigate him, to zevile him 
severely. 

Pitch the fork, to (popular), to 
tell a pitiful tale. 

Pitch the hunters, to (fairs), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

When Elias was at a pleasure fiur, be 
would pitch the hunters, that b, put up 
the three sticks a penny business.-— /^»u/- 
/Qr: Li/e and Adoehtures of m Cheap 

Pitch the nob. Vide Pbick the 
Gabtbb. 

Pitch, to (coiners), to utter base 
coin. (Popular), to have a short 
sleep. 

Pitch np (Winchester College), a 
clique or party, a set of chums. 
A Winchester boy's pitch up are 
his friends at home. 

Pitch up with, to (Winchester 
College), to associate with. 
Vide Pitch up. 

Pit cirders (theatrical). The ex- 
pression explains itself. 

It is, however, so magnificently put on 
and so splendidly acted that it is no wonder 
the stalUtes, not to mention thepitcsrclers, 
crowd nightly ^o see it. — Birdo' Freedom. 

Pit-pat's the way (popular), trot 
along, go on, don't stop I 

Wire in and go ahead, like fashionable 

Fred, 
Pii'pai^t the way and sharp's about the 

word. 

•^SaUml: FeuUaimUa Fmd. 



Pit— Plant 




Pit riser (theatricalX a burst of 
powerful acting which evokes 
an enthusiastic acclamation 
from the pit. Derived from the 
well-known anecdote of Ed- 
mund Kean. 

On returning home, after his 
first appearance at Drury Lane, 
while describing his triumph to 
his wife, Mrs. Kean interrupted 
him by inquiring what Lord 
Essex thought of the little man's 
Shylock? 

'•Damn Lord Essex I The 
jtit rose at me I " replied Kean. 

Pittsburs^ g^p (American), ex- 
plained bj quotation. 

The Pittsburg grip^ a throat disorder 
that troubled singers in the smoky city for 
years, has disappeared with the introduce 
tion of natural gas. — American Humorist. 

From the French grippe^ in- 
fluenza. 

Place (tailors), "a breast-pocket 
kind of place** or ** a one-eyed 
kind ot placet* is a small shop. 

Placebo (medical). " I will please," 
a dose of coloured water, or 
something equally harmless, 
given to a patient with an imagi- 
nary malady. 

Plain as a yard of pumpwater 
(tailors), a quaint phrase, mean- 
ing very plain. 

Plain-headed (society), a term to 
express that a lady is not good- 
looking; It is borrowed from 
house language. 

Plain statement (tailors), an 
indifferent meal, or an easy, 



simple, and straightforward gar- 
ment to make. 

Plank, to (American and old Eng- 
lish), to pay down money. ''To 
plarUc the pewter." In old cant, 
both shillings and Spanish dol- 
lars were called boards. 

Now then, ye noble S];>ortsmen, if yon 
can find anything to beat him for a shop, 
piastk down yonr spondulicks.— «^^i0r^M;f 
Times. 

To plank it down, to lay money 
on a horse. 

This is a better bloomin' game, I give 
you my vord, than plitnkitC it dcnon to 
Kempton ! — Spcriing Times, 

Plant (thieves and various), a 
preconcerted swindle, robbery, 
or burglary, in which sense the 
term explains itself as being a 
metaphor taken from planting 
cuttings or seeds in a garden. 

" What have you got to say for yotu-aelf, 
you withered old fence, eh ? " "I was away 
on a plant." — Dickens : Oliver Twist. 

Hence any dishonest trick, 
dodge, device. 

" He should have tried mustachios, and 
a pair of military trousers." " So he did, 
and they wam't of no more tite than the 
othtT /lant."^DicJleens : Oliver Twist. 

" Have they got the requisite coin — you 
know what I mean — the money?" inquired 
Mr. Laggers, " It isn't a //a*iif "— /. 
Greenwood: Dick Temple. 

You have really no idea 
What an artful bird it is. 
Fly to trap and up to biz, 
Twigs Si plant in half a minute. 

— Punch, 

A plantt a decoy, one who 
keeps watch for burglars to 
wara them. In this sense it 
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literal! J means OTk^pUnnled there, 
like the French p^oaton, orderly 
in waiting. Also hidden money 
or Taluables ; to spring a jiarU, 
to unearth such a hidden hoard. 

Plant, to (thieves and Tarious), to 
mark a person out for robbery 
or a swindle. It is carious to 
note that the French have jar^ 
dinier for a confederate in a 
confidence trick swindle, whose 
duty is to prepare the victim, 
foster and nurse him as a gar- 
dener would a plant. Also to 
conceal, hide. In this sense 
common in Australia. 

Why, they stuck up Wilson's station 
there, and murdered the man and woman 
in the kitchen ; they then planted inside 
the house, and waited until Wilson came 
home at night with his stockman ; then 
they rushed out and knocked old Wilson 
on the head, and drove a spear through 
the man's side. — A, C. Grant : Busk Life 
in Queensland. 

Not being able to send my gold down to 
the escort office for security, I was forced 
to content myself with planting it, which 
I did just inside my tent. — Australian 
Stffry. 

To plant the job, to arrange 
and prepare, generally in refer- 
ence to a robbery. 

It was not found necessary to plant the 
job by squaring the servants beforehand, 
nor to invent any elaborate ruse, for it was 
considered that the more natural the mode 
of attack the better would be the chances 
of success. — Daily Telegraph. 

(Coiners), to plants to pass 
spurious coin, intrusted to them 
by the "dandy master," or manu« 
facturer of base sovereigns and 
half sovereigns. A bottle of 
spirits is the ordinary purchase, 



and the smasher receives it and 
seven and sixpence as a com- 
mission. 

It is a two-handed job, and two women, 
generally an old and a young one, manage 
it. The former carries the base coin, and 
the iMXtex plants it.— J. Greenwood: Rag, 
Tag, <Sr* Co. 

Also pUtml the sour. 

Although the tradesman on whom "her 
poor old man" had tried to "plant the 
sour" had sent for a constable, Mr. 
MalcMiey in the interim had contrived to 
put down his throat such evidence of his 
being a " regular hand " as he happened 
to have about him.—/. Greenwood: Rag^ 
Tag, <Sr* Co. 

(Conjurors), to place an object 
to be afterwards magically dis- 
covered by the conjuror in the 
hands or pockets of a conscious 
or unconscious confederate 
among the spectators. 

(Cardsharpers), to plant the 
books, to place the cards in the 
pack unfairly, for the purpose 
of cheating at play, or deceiving 
by legerdemain. 

(Football), when a football is 
kicked against a person he is 
vald. to \)e planted. Is used more 
specially with reference to & 
hit in the face. The blow itself 
is called a plarder. 

Plasterer (sporting), explained in 
the following extract. 

Worse, if it be possible, than this 
desolater of hares is the "masher" or 
" chappie " of modem England who prides 
himself on quick shooting, an^ cuts down 
his birds before they are well on the wing. 
Mr. Bromley-Davenport calls him the 
plasterer — one who thinks nothing of 
the lives and eyes of the men who sur- 
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roond him on all sides, and blows his 
pheasant to a pulp before the bird is seven 
feet in the air. — Datfy Telegraph, 

Plaster, to (popular), to flatter. 

He'd go out and get as drunk as a 
fiddler, and then he'd come rowlin' home 
and begin plasterin' myself over, calling 
me his colleen jhas and lovin' me the same 
as if we'd been married only fifteen 
minutes. — T. Browne : My HusbamCt 
Toddy. 

Plate it, to (London), to walk. 
Vide Plates of Meat. 

An adipose gentleman plates it on to 
the stage, and chirrups the soul-stirring 
anthem, " You shan't wipe 3rour nose on 
the flag." — sporting Times. 

Plates of meat (popular), the 
feet. 

As I walk along my beat. 

You can hear my plates of meat, 

— Music Hall Song. 

They recognise their favourite comedian, 
and anticipate his lines by numerous gags, 
and inquiries having reference to " what 
cheer" he is enjoying, and how his plates 
** meat are. — Sporting Times. 

Platform (common). " The word 
jilatformf when used for the 
programme of a political partj, 
is often classed as an Ameri- 
canism, bnt it is reallj a revival 
of a use of the word that was 
very common in English litera- 
ture in the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries, though less 
common, perhaps, as a noun 
than as a verb, meaning to laj 
down principles. For instance, 
Milton, in his 'Reason of Ofaurch 
Government,' sajs that some 
'do not think it for the ease 
of their inconsequent opinions 



to grant that church discipline 
is platformed in the Bible, but 
that it is left to the discretion 
of men'" (ComhiH Maganifu), 
It is used as a noun in Crom- 
well's letters. 

A standpoint in an argument, 
a statement of opinion. 

Mrs. Anthony presented *the following 
plat/ormt which was unanimously adopted, 
"That the present claim for manhood 
suffrage sugar-coated with the words 
equal, impartial, universal, &c., is a fraud 
so long as woman is not permitted to share 
in the said suffrage." — Report of the 
Great IVoman's Demonstration, New 
Yorh, X867. 

Pastor Chignel has set aside Dr. Bar^ 
ham's Liturgy and has taken the most 
advanced platform known to modem 
Unitarianism. " — Nonconformist, 

Platter (common), broken 
crockery. 

Play board (Punch and Judy), 
the stage. 

Play booty, to (theatrical), to play 
badly, and with malice prepense, 
for the purpose of flooring a 
play, or a player. 

Play dark, to (popular), to con- 
ceal one's true character. 

*' Look here," said Smithers, wiping 
the mess from his mouth, "you've been 
playing €lark, and I'm out of training, 
and ." — Moonshine. 

Play for, to (American), to deal 
with generally, with an idea of 
deceiving. Vide Jat. 

Play Hell and Tommy, to. This 
expression is thought to be a 
corruption of *' Hal andXommy," 
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Play — Plough. 



the allusion being to Henry VllL 
and his nnsompaloni minister, 
Thomas Cromwell, who seised 
and rifled the religious honses, 
and tamed oat their occnpants 
to starve. This is, however, a 
Teiy donbtfol derivation. In 
some parts of England it is 
very common for an angry man 
to threaten another that he will 
play ffdl and Tommy with him. 

Playing tt low down (American), 
an expression signifying that a 
man has been too unprincipled, 
mean, or rapacious in an act. 

I ain't orer pftrticaUr, but this I da 
tay, that interducin' a feller to yoar sister, 
and availin' himself of the opportunity 
while you're a kissin' her to stock the cards, 
is a /laytH it mi^ty low down. — Ntwt- 
Pm^or Story. 

Playing thesovereign (American). 
Office-seekers who, shortly be- 
fore an election, put on shabby 
clothes, drink whisky, and shake 
hands with everybody, and make 
themselves generally agreeable 
to all of inferior social position 
whom it is to their interest to 
conciliate, are said to be jplay' 
ing the tovereiffn, the object being 
to secure their good graces and 
obtain their votes. Probably 
derived from the common phrase 
the ** sovereign people.** 

Play old gooseberry, to (popu- 
lar), to do a person a mischief, 
to *' kick up a row," to behave 
in a violently inimical manner. 
Vide GooBSBESBY. 

Please the pifi^sl (common), if 
yoQ are willing, if all goes well 
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form of assent providing 
no obstacle crops up. Edwards 
says the phrase, ludicrous' as it 
is in its present shape, had its 
origin in a deep religious feel- 
ing. It was formerly "please 
the pyx." The pyx was the 
box which contained the con- 
secrated wafer, and was held 
in the greatest veneration as 
the symbol of the Almighty. 
The phrase therefore, "If it 
please the pyx," vnuB equivalent 
to "If it shall please God, 
or, in modem form, " D.V., 
i.e,, Deo Volente, or, God being 
willing. This derivation is, how- 
ever, much more ingenious than 
probable. 

Plebe (American cadet), a new 
cadet ; a military synonym for 
the freshman of the univer- 
sities. 

Plebs (Westminster school), a 
tradesman's son. From the 
Latin plebs, populace. 

Pledge (Winchester College), to 
give away. "Pledge me ' 
after you. 

Ploughed (common), drunk. 

Plongh, to (xmiversity). A 
is ploughed when he ftdls in 
an examination. Probably this 
word was suggested by the har- 
rowed feelings of the candidate. 

Well, the " gooseberry pie" is really too 
deep for me ; but /lomgAgd is the new Ox- 
fordish for " plucked. "-C. Utiule: Umrd 
Cask. 



Pluck— Plum. 
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Plnck, to (common), an Oxford 
term now in general nse, to 
reject a candidate for examina- 
tion. **When the degrees are 
conferred," sajs Cathbert Bede, 
"the name of each person is read 
out before he is presented to 
the Vice-Chancellor. The proc 
tor then walks once op and 
down the room, so that anj 
person who objects to the de- 
gree being granted maj signify 
the same by polling or plyLciking 
the proctor's robes." 

Plugf (university), explained by 
quotation. 

Getting up his subjects by the ^d of 
those royal roads to knowledge, variously 
known as cribs, crams, piugs^ abstracts, 
analyses, or epitomes. — C. Btdt : Vtrdant 
GrwH. 

(American), a high hat. 

Piug a man, to (Royal Military 
Academy), to kick one behind. 

Plugged money (American). 
Silver money is often treated by 
rogues who bore pieces out and 
fill the holes with lead or 
amalgam. The term is applied 
also to men with moral defects, 
e.g., **He is clever but there is 
A plug in him." **You are not 
up to his plugs.'* 

"Young man!" shouted the retul to< 
baoconist, " didn't I caution you to keep 
your eyes peeled for plugged silver coins f ' ' 
'—Dttroit Free Press. 

Plngrg (American), people who 
assemble on the side- walks and 
stand there chatting, to the 
great inconvenience of the 
passers-by, or who, as any one 



may see for himself in Bond 
Street, London, love to stand 
with their backs to shop win- 
dows to exhibit themselves. 

Oh, stand on the side-waDc — do I 
That the world may look at you 1 
You think you're so comf^te 
And are drened so very neat, 
Oh, plitg on the side*walk, dow 

Oh, stand in the doorway, do 1 

To hinder passing through, 
'Tis so very distingui 
To be standing in the way ; 

Oh, piitg up the doorway— ^o 1 

—Newspaper Bmlimd, 

Piug"tea€hing (American), teach- 
ing trades and arts in casual or 
evening lessons. 

A good deal of boy (and girl) labour in 
America is brought into existence by what 
b called plug-teaching. "Two young 
men will be taught engraving in the eveo* 
ings on easy terms." Telegraphy, type- 
setting, dress-cutting, and designing are 
among the businesses thus " taught ; " and 
as a rule the teaching is the merest 
swindle.— wSA James's GaxeiU, 4 

Plug-ugly (American), the name 
given in Baltimore to roughs 
and rowdies, now conmion. 

One that shall devote as much space to 
literature as to " sport " (of the dog -fight- 
ing, rat-baiting kind) ; one that shall give 
a dead plug-ugly a line (if it is ia tiM 
way of news), and a dead man who has 
done something in the world, for the 
world, many lines.— New Vork IV^rld. 

Plum (common), ;f 100,00a 

The next day they disposed of their swag 

for tiPlum, 
And invested the proceeds b Speniardt 

and Turks. ^Pumek, 

PlufM, money. 

Daddy's plums in the bank, or daddy's 
dear, delightful daughter, which f—7V^. 
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It is onrious to note that in 
Spanifh jD^iniia, and in Italian 
jwmictymeaning properly feather, 
have the slang signification of 
money. 

"It ia possible to trace the 
slang term plum for ;f 100,000 to 
pluma, a feather, the idea being 
that a man who had accumu- 
lated this sum had feathered 
}ns nest'* [Standard), 

PUua or plumb (common), direct, 
exactly, quite. "The original 
signification of this word is 
' as the plummet hangs, perpen- 
dicularly,' hence its secondary 
meaning of straightforward, 
directly " (Bartlett). 

Tom said she was going to get one of 
tu, rare, before we got through. We got 
her half way; and then we was ^umh 
played out, and most drownded with 
sweat.— TA^ Adveniurts of Huckleberry 
Finn, 

Plum duff (sailor), plum pudding. 

Plummy (popular), satisfactory, 
profitable. Yidt Plum or Plumb. 

They do manage their things ^plum, 
my, — Mayhrw : London Labour mndtki 
London Poor, 

Plummy and slam (thieves), all 
right. Vidt Plum or Plumb. 

Plumper (racing), all one*s money 
laid on one horse. 

The Fitzwilliam Plate was won by Lord 
Randolph Churchlirs colt by Retreat out 
of White Lily, for which 1 gave a/ZnuM/rr, 
and he started at 7 to x.— Truth, 

(Election), vidt To Plump. 
(American), explained by quo- 
tations. 



A derice for puffing oat to smoothnea 
the wrinkles of the cheeks, called /Acnr- 
fert, has been introduced.— iV!rw York 
Pa^, 

Milo Morgan was yesterday duuryed 
with feloniously taking one ** palpitatiac 
bosom," the pn^)erty of Emile Honier, 
who keeps a fancy store, and Milo Morgan 
stole from it a plumper^ an article nsed 
for artificially rounding out the female 
bust, palpiutingwith iu—Har^ord {Com- 
ntdicut) Times, 

Plump, to (election), to give all 
one's votes to one single can- 
didate. 

*' Another election term, 
which will not be so common 
in the future as it has been 
in the past, is the expression 
to plump, and its opposite to 
'split' With the increase of 
single-membered constituencies 
these phrases must fall into 
disuse, and a 'floater' will no 
longer be able to say with Mr. 
Chubb, in 'Felix Holt'— ' 111 
plump or 1*11 iplU for them as 
treat me the handsomest and 
are the most of what I call 
gentlemen ; that's my idea ' " 
(ComhiU Magazine), 

(Racing), to lay one's money 
on one single horse. 

But I shall plum/ for Lord R. Ch.'s 
L'Abbesse de Jouarre, who has been well 
tried. — Truth, 

Plum, to (popular), to decelTe; 
plum him np^plum the public, 
&c. Cheating costers fix three 
large plums at the bottom of a 
measure. They are so tightly 
wedged as to be immovable, and 
though they are in the measure 
they are not passed on to the 
purchaser. 



Plunder — Poggk. 
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bonder (American), the personal 
liiggage of travellers. 

"Help yonrself, stranger/' said the 
landlord, " while I take the ^lundtr into 
the other mam "•^Hoffman: Winter in 
tJuWest, 

They'd pnt in so much plunder^ two 
trunks, bandboxes, &c — BartUtti Major 
j0H4*'s Courtship, 

In Lower Canada packmen 
call luggage "butin," that is, 
pLundeTf bootj. French soldiers 
also use the word '* butin *' for 
equipment, belongings. 

(Common), profit. (Ameri- 
can), luggage. 

Plons^e (society), a heavy and 
reckless bet. 

We did not altogether like Mr. 's 

piungt on Martley, and are not surprised 
to hear that the horse is struck out. — 
sporting Times. 

Vow my soul the question worries. 
Which to piunge on — which to back, 

Friday — though the market flurries, 
Shall the colt a backer lack ? 

^BelTs Life, 

Plunder (society), a wealthy man 
who bets in a reckless manner, 
who takes large bets at any 
odds. 

The current week has served to introduce 
OS to a new piimger^ who up to the present 
has given strong evidence of possession of 
more money than brains. He is said to 
have attained his majority only a few days 
since, and having come into upwards of 
half a million " ready," has been showing 
"who's which" ia rare ilyXc—Sporting 
Times. 

Also a heavy dragoon. A 
Baptist. 



from being distributed in a 
smaller measure than the true 
one, and assigned to the cook of 
each mess, becomes a cause of 
irregularity (Smyth). 

Poach, to (sporting), to get the 
«best of a start. 

Poacher (Stock Exchange), a 
jobber who deals out of his 
own market. The term ia also 
applied to a broker who is con- 
tinually changing his market. 

Pocket minins^. Vide Fossick. 

Pockettes (conjurors), pockets 
worn by some conjurors in ad- 
dition to the profondet. From 
poke, or French poekeUa. 

Pod, in (popular), in the family 
way, %,€., run to seed. Pod ia 
provincial for belly. (Ameri- 
can), pod, intimate, old-fash- 
ioned ways ; an old pod, an 
old-fashioned man. Also old 
pod, a man with a prominent 
stomach. 

Poet's walk (Eton), when cricke- 
ters get leave of abi|enoe from 
roll-call, and have tea under 
the trees, they are said to go to 
poet*sfoalk, 

Poge (thieves),purse ; aoorraption 
of " pouch," or " poke." 

I went out the next day to Maidenhead, 
and touched for some wedge and a pogg 
(purse), with over five quid in tL-^Norsley : 
Jottings from Jail. 



Plnsh (nautical), from plu». The Pogfi^le, pns^glj, porgly, &a 
overplus of the gravy, arising (Anglo-Indian), a madman, an 
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idiot, a dolt, Hindu p6goL 
Often osad colloquially by Anglo- 
Indiana A friend belonging to 
that body used to adduce a 
macaronic adage which we fear 
the non-Indian will fail to ap- 
preciate: "Fogaletpecuniajalde 
sepazantur/' ».«., a fool and his 
money are soon parted (Anglo- 
Indian Glossary). 

Point (Stock Exchange). Points 
are the bases of speculative 
operations. When a man has 
a potfU, it generally means that 
He has secret information con- 
cerning a particular stock, which 
enables him to deal with it to 
considerable advantage. 

Pointer (American), a hint; the 
same as ** straight tip" in Eng- 
lish. 

She fell into a cogitation on the Irish 
banshees who came to give one j^intert 
on approaching death. ^^Aiicd^ TrUmnt, 

Point rise (American), the rise of 
one dollar, t.g.^ as an unit in 
the value of a stock. 

Poke (thieves), purse. Properly 
a pocket. 

Kit, from Seven Dials, remanded inno- 
cent on two charges of Pokts^ only out 
two weeks for a drag, expects to get fulled 
or else chucked. — Horsley : Jottings from 
JmiL 

"The thieves of London," 
•aid Dr. Lathom, "are the con 
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in a poke" in the noun and Teib 
•• pouch,'* &C. 

Poke bogejy to (popular), to play 
nonsense, to humbug. "Now, 
don't you poke none of your 
hogty at m&" From hogeyt & 
hobgoblin bugbear, and pro- 
bably connected with puck and 
pucUe, old provincial English 
for spirit or ghost. Icelandic 
ptil» ; Welsh pueea, a bugbear ; 
Celtic 6iM»n, a ghost 

Poke fun, to (common), to make 
jokes, to laugh at one. 

Little he deems that Stephen de Hoagntt, 
Who " his/Wff," as the Yankees say, erery- 

where ''pokes" 
And is always too fond of his jokes, 
Has written a circular note to De Noket, 
And De Stiles, and De Roe, and the rest 
of the folks, 

One and all, great and small. 
Who were asked to the HalL 

— Ingold^ Ltgtndt. 

Poke him fly (tailors), show him 
how. Vidt Fly. 

Poker (university), an esquire 
bedell who carries a large mace 
before the Vice-Chancellor when 
engaged in his official capacity. 
(Fencing), a disorderly, un- 
courteous, rough fencer. " Un 
ferraiUeur, tirailleur." 

He was no better than a " tirailleur, jt« 
de soldat " — Anglicised z. Poker, — Angthft 
Reminiscencts, in his account _0^ the homit 
tuiih Dr. Keys. 



servators of Sazonisms." So 

pckt is from the Saxon poeea^ a '^ Pokerish (American), doubtful, or 

bag, which otherwise survives of dubious safety, an expres- 

in its diminutive " pocket," «.«., sion implying something dan- 

a little bag, in " buying a pig gerous or alarming, but not used 



Poking— Poll. 
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very seriously. From to jpoke, to 
feel in the dark. 

I knew by xht^ktrish hole in the ground 
Which yawned at my feet that a mud- 
hole was near. 
And I said to myself, " If there's dirt to 
be found* 
The man who is humble may roll in it 
beret" 

— News/a^er Parody, 

Poking^ drill (military), aiming 
drill in the course of musketry 
instruction, so called because 
the rifle is being constantly 
poked or pushed to the front so 
as to accustom the soldier to 
the weight, and to get his eye 
quickly along the sights. 

Pole (printers). This term is ap- 
plied to a man's weekly bill, 
probably from the fact that 
the more he earns the taller or 
higher the po^. 

Pole, to (American university), 
to study hard. Probably allud- 
ing to the exertion in climbing 
a greasy pole ; pclert one who 
studies hard ; poling, close ap- 
plication to study. 

Pole, np the (military), thought 
well of by your superiors. Also 
applied to strict, strait-laced 
people, who are or like to be 
considered ** goody-goody.' 
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Pole 7 (Australian up-country), 
with the horns off. Though 
spelt differently, probably con- 
nected with "to poU." "Polled" 
or "pollard" trees, willows, 
limes, &C., are those which have 
their tops or polls cut off, and 



are trimmed down. " Polled " 
animals are often mentioned in 
the Bible. 

When he is jogging along, and not in 
exciting chase, he sits loosely in his sad- 
dle, his feet hanging anyhow from sheer 
laaness ; but his keen eye darts this way 
and that in search of some stray beast— 
thsLi /oityMMw that got out of the yard, or 
Bleny, the strawberry bullock that bolted 
down by Sandy Creek.— T")!/ GMg, 

Policeman (popular), a fly, espe- 
cially the "blue -bottle" fly, 
which has given its name to a 
pUieeman. Also a sneak, a mean 
fellow. (Tailors), a man deputed 
to remind a new-comer that it 
is customary for new hands to 
contribute a certain sum of 
money to enable the men to 
drink his health ; in other words, 
to pay his " footing." The cus- 
tom is dying out. It also means 
" spy " or tale-bearer. 

Poll (university), a contraction of 
poUoi (toXXm), a term applied 
to the ordinary examination for 
the B. A. degree, as distinguished 
from the honour examinations 
at Cambridge. (Society), a pros- 
titute, one of the demi-monde. 
It is derived from sailors, who 
always christen women Polly. 

Polled up (popular), living with 
a mistress. 

Poll, to (printers), to vanquish in 
competition. (Sporting), to dis- 
tance, beat in a race. (Thieves), 
is said of a thief {pcill thief) who 
robs another of his share of the 
booty. From to poll, to plunder. 
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pillage, strip. Used by Spenser 
and Bacon. 

Potty (cricketers), easy ; jDoUy, or 
dolly catch, an easy catch. 

Pompadours, the 56th Regiment 
of Foot (Hotten). 

Ponce (popular and thieves), a 
brothel bully, or one who lives 
on prostitutes. 

After he and his wife had entered, the 
constable came in xuid said to him, " You 
come here along with me, yoo — — >mic«.'* 
— Standard, 

Ponce shicer (theatrical), an 
odious epithet, invented by the 
actors to stigmatise the most 
infamous of adventurers, crea- 
tures who lay themselves out 
to captivate actresses, and to 
live upon their earnings. Crapu- 
lous scoundrels who live by 
chafxUige. 

Poncess (thieves), a woman who 
supports a man by prostituting 
herself. The feminine of jponce, 
which see. 

Pond (common), abbreviated from 
herring jpond^ the ocean. 

We trust Colonel Cody and Mr. Sals- 
bory's plucky venture — for it requires pluck 
to cross the ^ond with such a show — will 
meet with a well - deserved reward. — 
BaiUys Monthly Magaxine, 

Poney (racing), ;f 25. An arbi- 
trary denomination like "mon- 
key " and others. 

So there was much plunging on Blanch 
of Lancaster — ponies^ tenners, fivers, even 
quids were being dumped down enthusi- 
astically.— iS/^r/tV Timus, 



(American), a petit verrt of 
brandy. Hence /xmejf brandy, 
the best Also a very littie 
woman. 

Poney up (American), pay up; 
said to be from the German 
Tponirtn^ to pay. In Dutch slang 
y)en is money. 

Pongfelow, pongfellomm (general), 
beer ; also used in the anny. 

Pongelow, to (London), to have 
some beer. 

Pons:, pongee, to (theatrical), to 
vamp through a part in a play in 
ignorance of the text, substi- 
tuting the actor's own words for 
those of the author. (Circus), 
to perform. 

Pongo (circus and showmen), a 
monkey. 

Pon my sivey, a corruption of 
"asseveration," upon my word. 

Pon ftty sivty^ if you were to see her 
picking you'd think she was laying on 
pounds' weight in a day instead of losing 
it.—/. Greenwood: Tag, Ragt ^ Co. 

Ponte (showmen), a sovereign; 
mezzo-jporUe^ half a sovereign. 

Ponto (college), explained by quo- 
tation. 

During a chorister's life in college he 
had to put up with such a thing as a 
wooden trencher, or z. ponto (a much softer 
missile) thrown at his head [Note. — A 
fonto was the crumb of a new roll kneaded 
into a ball] and sundry cuffs. — Sporting 
Ufe. 



Poodle — Poppy-cock. 
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Poodle (popular), facetiouslj ap- 
plied to any kind of dog. 

Pool (Axnerican}, a combination, 
clique, gang, association, or 
syndicate formed by all the 
dealers in a certain article, to 
force up the price of it. 

A window-glass /^/ follows swiftly 
after the hard and soft coal Pocls, as these 
had been preceded or accompanied by 
monopolies for the control of other essen- 
tial articles.— JVno Yifrk h^'arld. 

Pool, to (common), to form an 
association, to club together. 

So we pooltd our wealth together, and 
bought spring traps, and started off to try 
our luck with the beavers. — O'Riiiiy: 
Fifty Years on Ou Trail 

Poona (costermongers), a pound ; 
a corruption of this word. 

Poop downhaul (nautical). Rus- 
sell gives this as *' an imaginary 
rope" — a seaman's jest, like 
*' clapping the reel athwart 
ships," and other such sayings. 

Pootly-nautch (Anglo-Indian), a 
puppet-show. Hindu, haih-puUi' 
fiachf a wooden-puppet dance. 

Pop (society), champagne ; ginger 
pop is ginger beer. The deriva- 
tion is obvious. (Eton School), 
the aristocratic club at Eton, 
originally a debating society, 
now a fashionable and exclusive 
lounge. (American), papa. 

It seems that American children know 
not " dad," and are in the habit of calling 
their fathers /«/. On this side of the 
Atlantic we only associate the word with 
our " undes."— /'tNi«or F0IJU. 

VOL. II. 



(London), Monday popular 
concerts. 

Passing over the Po^. on Monday, as 
containing nothing remarkable, I come to 
the performance of the " Rose of Sharon " 
on Tuesday.— J?£/ftrv/. 

Pop off the hooks, to (popular), 
to die. 

He stirr'd not, — he spoke not,— he none of 

them knew, 
And Achille cried "Odxooks! I fear by 

his looks. 
Our friend, Fran^ob Xavier, ha^popfdoff 

ihiluHtksr 

— Ingoldsby Lt;gtMdt, 

Pop off, to (common), to die; 

But should I be popped off, you, my mates 
left behind me, 
Regard my last words, see 'em kindly 
obeyed. 

—Davey: WiUWaUh. 

Popped (tailors), annoyed, in a 
temper. 

Popped as a hatter (tailors), very 
much annoyed. 

Popping^ (American University), 
getting an advantage. 

Poppy -cock (American), bosh, 
nonsense, idle talk. It has no 
such meaning as " sound or 
fury," as the English edition of 
Artemus Ward declares, but 
refers rather to the display 
which appeals to and humbugs, 
or dazzles. 

I venture to say that if you sarch all 
the earth over writh a ten-hoss power mikri- 
scope you won't be able to find such 
another pack o{ poppy<ock gabblers as the 
present Congress of the United Stales of 
America —ArUmut H^ard. 

K 
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From "pop-peacock," as in 
poppin-jay, inflnenced by pea- 
cock. 

Pops (thieves), pistols. 

" Are you armed ?" asked Ginger. 

" I have a brace of pistols in my pocket,** 
replied Thomeycroft. 

"All right, then— ve've all %o\ pops and 
cutla»hes," said Gvagvc, — Aintwarth : 
Auriol. 

P o p - 8 h o p (common), pawn- 
broker's. 

As to the other cloak and shawl, don't 
be afraid ; they shan't go to the pop-shfp. 
— Lord Lytton : Ernest Maltravors. 

Pop, to (common), to pawn. 

And that he meant to pop 
It round at " Uncle's " shop, 
I never had the shadow of a doubt. 
— Song : Many Capers I have Seen. 

(Society), to pop the question, 
to propose marriage. Also to 
pop. 

Pop your com (American), "now, 
then, pop your com," say what 
you have to say, speak out. 
Pop-corn is a variety of maize, 
of a small grain, sometimes of 
a dark colour. When roasted it 
pops or expands suddenly. It 
is often eaten with milk. 

" Juliana ! " he said to me in a tremorous 
voice. " I've some corn that I want to 
/^>^— will you acknowledge that com," 

And I said I would. That was the way 
he popped. — Newspaper. 

P. P. (racing), play or pay. 

Porridge disturber (pugilistic), a 
blow in the pit of the stomach. 



Porterhouse steak (American), a 
large steak with a small bone. 

Porter's knot (common), the large 
bob of hair at the back of the 
head worn by women in 1866. 
Also known as a ''waterfall," 
*' cataract," &c. 

Portrait (common), a sovereign. 

Posers (Winchester Ck)llege), two 
men who come down from 
New College at election. They 
examine for the Winchester 
and New College scholarships 
and exhibitions. From poser, an 
awkward question. 

Posh (society), modem term for 
money, originally used for a 
halfpenny or snudl coin. From 
the gypsy peuh. or potk^ a half. 
In Romany poshero, the affix ero 
being corrupted from h&rOf 
copper, f .e., a copper or a penny. 
Posh an* posh, half and half, 
applied to those who are of 
mixed blood, or half gypsy* 
Also a dandy. 

Possum-gfuts (Australian bosh), 
a term of contempt. 

Two bushmen walked into the bar of an 
hotel which an enterprising Frenchman 
had just set up in the principal Riverina 
township : not finding any one to serre 
them, they pursued their rambles into the 
house until they were confronted by a glass 
door with Salle-k-manger painted on it. 
Sandy was " stuck.*' " What's that T" he 
said, with a storm of expletive words to his 
mate, an Irishman. " You possum-gnit ! 
Why, it says if you want anything, aoand 
for the manager."— i7. B, tV. Sie^dtss, 
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" I'll teach you to whistle when a gentle- 
man comes into the hut, you possum- 
guts I " — //. Kingsley : Gtoffrey Hamlyn. 

Possfun, to (American), to feign, 
to dissemble, to sham dead — a 
slang phrase almost equivalent 
to the old English *'sham Abra- 
ham" (^.v.)' " The expression," 
sajs Bartlett, *' alludes to the 
habit of the opossum, which 
throws itself on its back, and 
feigns death on the approach 
of an enemy." 

As one who counterfeits sickness, or 
dissembles .strongly for a particular pur> 
pose, is said to be pcssuming. — Flint: 
Gtography 0/ the Mississippi Valley. 

Also to play jxM^um. 

You see, the first grizzly I caught in a 
trap played 'possum with me. After the 
first or second shot I went up to him, sup- 
posing htm to be dead. But I will never 
allow another grizzly to play that racket. 
-—CiuciHtuiti EHquirer, 

Post-and-rails (Australian), 
wooden matches as distin- 
guished from wax vestas. The 
ordinary Australian has a great 
contempt for wooden matches, 
very likely because safety-mat- 
ches, such a necessary precau- 
tion in the bush, are generally 
made of wood. 

" Alf," said a great friend of mine to a 
companion who was engaged with us on a 
shooting expedition down in Bulu-Bulu, 
one of the eastern provinces of Victoria, 
** Have you got a match ? " 

" Only 9k post-and-rails" was the depre- 
cating reply, responded to with a patronis- 
ing " Never mind."— Z;. B. W. Sladen. 

Poit'and-rails tea, coarse tea 
with stalks and leaves floating 
in it. The metaphor is obvious. 
The tea supplied to the station- 



hands is proverbially bad. It 
gets its name from the stalks, 
leaves, &c. , floating about when 
it is decocted. 

He brought us some black damper and a 
dry chip of cheese (for we were famished), 
together with a hot beverage in a tin pot, 
which richly deserved the colonial epithet 
of post-and-rails tea, for it might well 
have been a decoction of " split stufi^" or 
" iron bark shingles " for any resemblance 
it bore to the Chinese plant. — D. B. W, 
Sladen. 

Posted (American), informed as 
to anything, posted up. This 
tenn was first used in this 
sense and made popular by Mr. 
David Steams Godfrey of Mil- 
ford, Massachusetts. (Cambridge 
University), to be posted is to be 
rejected in an examination. 

Fifty marks will prevent one from being 
postedf but there are always two or three 
too stupid as well as idle to save their post. 
These drones are posted separately, as 
" not worthy to be classed," and privately 
slanged afterwards by the master and 
seniors. Should a man be posted twice in 
succession, he is generally recommended to 
try the air of some small college, or devote 
his energies to some other walk of life. — 
Hall: College Words and Custonu, 

Post-horn (popular), the nose. 
From the noise when blowing 
one's nose. In French slang 
trompette means face. 

Postman (legal), one of the bar- 
risters in a common law court 
is so called from the privileges 
he enjoys. The expression is 
well understood. 

Postmasters (Oxford University), 
scholars on the foundation at 
Merton College. 
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Post-mortem — Pot. 



The postMUuttn anciently performed 
the duties of choristers, and their pay- 
ntent for this duty was six shillings and 
fourpence per annum. — Oxford Quid*. 

Post-mortem (Cambridge Uniyer- 
sity), the second examination 
after failure. 

Post the coin, to (sporting), to 
make a deposit for a match. 
Generally to pay. 

Post, to (oniyersity), to put np a 
man's name as not haying paid 
for food supplied by the college, 
which precludes him from hay- 
ing any more till he does pay. 
(Common), t^oA the cole, vvi^ 
Coal. 

Pot (common), short for pot hat. 

Nice lads, very nice ; alwajrs like Eton 
boys when they haven't got poU on.— 
Ptmck, 

(Sporting and American), the 
amount of stakes on a horse. 

• 

On receiving the list of winning nam> 
bers the ticket was at once placed in the 
hands of the First National bank and 
3resterday the full amount of the prize, less 
a small sum for collection, was paid over 
by the bank to Mr. Poppendick and the 
pot duly divided with his ^ax^— Omaha 
(Neb.)^«^. 

Also an adept, a swell, the 
fayourite in the betting for a 
race. 

The prospects of respective cricket poU. 
~-Pt$nch, 

To put on a pot^ to lay a large 
sum of money on a horse. 

(Winchester College), the po«, 
the canal ; pot-cad, a workman 
at the sawmills ; pot-gates, lock- 
gates; pot-houser, a jump into 



the canal from the roof of a 
house called pol-housa 

Potate (American), signifying to 
drink; an abbreyiation from 
potation, as the kindred but 
more permissible vulgarism 
oraUt from oration. The last 
word has already been natural- 
ised in English, but potaie re- 
mains an alien. 

Potato-trap (common), the 
mouth. 

That'll damage your potato-trap I— C, 
Btdei Vtrdaiti GretH. 

Pot-boiler (studios), an appella- 
tion giyen by artists to a picture 
painted only for the sake of the 
pecuniary adyantages it brings. 
French artists term '^falre du 
metier" painting such pictures 
for the trade. (Journalistic), any 
production written for money 
not glory. 

It is a strange cotnddence that the 
writer of these lines was actively engaged 
with Archie M'Neil in collaborating on a 
pot-hoiUr.—Topkal Tinus. 

Pot-fair (uniyersity), the name 
giyen to the midsummer fair 
held at Cambridge. 

The fair on Midsummer Green, known 
by the name of Pot-fair^ was in all its 
glory. There were booths at which raffles 
for pictures, china, and millinery took 
place every evening, which were not over 
till a late hour. — GuHtungi ReminiscoHcgs, 

Pot, go to (common), be off, you 
be hanged. Explained by quo- 
tation. 



Pot. 
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Isn't saying of a man who's come to 
grief through beer, that he's "gone to 
pot" a pewter-ful sort of ale>IegoryT — 
Funny Folks. 

To go to poi, to die. This ex- 
pression refers to broken metal 
placed in the melting-pot. 

Pothouse, %.€., Peterhonse, or 
St. Peter's College, Cambridge. 

Pot-hnnter (sporting), a man who 
goes round to small athletic 
meetings with a view of getting 
as many prizes as he can. Vide 
Pots. (Fisher), one who fishes 
only for the sake of the catch, 
not for the sport. 

But ordinary mortals have a natural dis* 
like to returning with empty baskets, and 
some people not necessarily pot-hunters 
like to eat trout. — Sir H. Pottingtrz 
Trout-Fishing. 

Pot-hnntinsf (sporting), a sport 
greatly favoured by amateurs 
since the abolition of the gen- 
tleman-amateur qualification — 
t.g,, the 'crack expert arranges 
on Whit-Monday with his more 
formidable rivals not on any ac- 
count to clash with them, but 
to farm a meeting a-piece. In 
the old days gentlemen would 
go any distance to meet a 
rival and have it out with him, 
but nothing is further from the 
thoughts of the present ''crack." 

Potlash (Canadian), explained by 
quotation. 

Roughly speaking, it seems a potlash in 
an entertainment lasting any time from a 
week to three months, provided by one 
tribe for another, and entailing on the 



tribe so entertidned the duties of receiving 
their hosts in like manner on some futur* 
occasion, generally at the same date in the 
sacxxtAxngytax.—PhillippS'iyoUty: Tr»t' 
tings o/a Tenderfoot. 

Pot on, to put the (trade), to 
overcharge. (Common), to ex- 
aggerate. 

Pots (sporting), prizes for athletic 
sports, generally given in the 
shape of mugs. (Stock Ex- 
change), North Staffordshire 
Railway ordinary stock. (Nau- 
tical), name for the steward on 
board passenger-boats. From 
the pots or basins he provides 
for sick persons. 

Pot-shot (common), a shot from 
a hole or ambush. 

But when you turn in your hounds and 
wait till the deer come like dumb driven 
cattle to the water, beside which you have 
sat till you have got cold and cramped, 
there is none of the credit due to the quiet 
pot'shoi which a quick snap>shot at a buck 
on the jump might earn. — Phillipps-iVol- 
ley: Trottingso/a Tenderfoot. 

Potted fug (Rugby), boys thus 
term potted meat. 

Potted, to be (common), to be 
snubbed or suppressed. 

Pot, to (common), to shoot. 

Poisoners of hounds, and enemies of all 
sport save the potting a fellow-creature 
from behind a fence, can and should be 
dealt with in no other way. — Bird o* 
Freedom. 

(Racing), to lay a large sum 
on a horse. 
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Pot — Pound. 



Two of these accomplished gentry, who 
had severally gone for the crack and the 
field, that is, had systematically and regu- 
larly backed the one and ^tiul the other. 
'■^Pitrting Times. 

(Billiards), to |>o( a ball, send 
it in the pocket. 

Pot, to put on the \a% (sporting), 
to bully, arrogantlj patronise. 
A hig pot is a great swell, an 
adept, a favourite in racing. 

Pot-walloper (elections), thus 
explained in the CarnhiU Maga- 
zine : — 

*' One can well imagine what 
influence the ' man in the moon * 
had in days gone by with voters 
of the class known as pot-toal- 
lopers. The bearers of this 
melodious name were electors 
whose sole title to the possession 
of the franchise was the fact of 
their having been settled in the 
parish for six months, the set- 
tlement being considered suffi- 
ciently proved if the claimant 
had boiled his own pot within 
its boundaries for the required 
period — wall meaning to boil. 
The pot-walloperst with many 
other electoral anomalies, were 
abolished by the passing of the 
great Reform Bill ; but a cog- 
nate abuse, that of 'faggot- 
voting,' survives in some con- 
stituencies." 

(Common), a low parasite. 
(Theatrical), a tap-room talker. 

Pouch through, to (American), a 
post-office term, meaning to 
convey mail matter in a pouch. 



Till Special«Agent Death came by one day, 
And f&uched the old man iknmgh the 

graveyard town. 
He l.iy quite still, when suddenly he cried, 
*' Mail closed 1 " and drew his salary, and 

died. 

^Robert J. BurtUtU, 

Pouf (theatrical), an epithet ap- 
plied by the actors. to a silly 
fellow, who imagines himself to 
be an actor. 

Poulderlinsfs (old), students of 
the second year at St. John*s, 
Oxford, 

The whole companye, or most parte of 
the students of the same house mette 
toogeher to beginne their Christmas, of 
w«* some came to see sports, to witte the 
seniors as well graduates as vnder-gra- 
duates. Others to make sports, viz., 
studentes of the seconde jreare, whom 
they call Poulderlings, — Christmas 
Prime. 

Poulterer (thieves), one who gets 
letters from post -boxes, opens 
them, steals the money which 
they contain, seals them, and 
drops them again into the box. 
The receiver naturally supposes 
that the sender omitted to en- 
close the money. 

Poultice wallah (military), a man 
of the staff corps ; one whose 
business it is to attend on the 
surgeon, carry out treatment, 
grive medicines, apply poultices, 
and so forth. Hence the expres- 
sion. 

Pound, to go one's (military), 
applied to a man with a good 
appetite, is evidently derived 
from the weight of the soldier's 
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ration ; the poand of bread and 
of meat which the hungry man 
can easily deyoor. 

Powerful nenre (tailors), a great 
amount of impudence. 

Pow-wow (American), a confer- 
ence. Properly the sorcery and 
ceremony of the Red Indian 
conjurors. From the Algonkin 
ho'Hn^ a magician. 

And everybody was whooping at once, 
and there was a rattling pow-wow. — Th£ 
Advtnturt* of HmckUbtrry Finn. 

Poz (popular), certain, positive. 

That's /m, dear old pal, and no flies.— 
Pwch, 

Practitioner (popular), a thief. 

It is only fair to state, however, that his 
lordship was not personally responsible for 
his startling statements. He had them 
from a practitiontr^ from a thief, that 
u to %ay.~^reenuood: S€ven Curus of 
London, 

Prmd (common), a horse. 

Jost send somebody out to relieve my 
mate . . . he's in the gig, a-minding the 
prod.— Dickens : Oliver TwUt. 

Prairie-schooner (American), an 
emigrant waggon. 

I am not long out before meeting with 
that characteristic feature of a scene on 
the Western plains, zprairiesckooHer^ and 
meeting pruirie-sckooturs will now ly a 
daily incident of my Eastward journey. — 
Stevens : A round Uu World on a. Bicycle. 

Prat (popular), the buttock, be- 
hind. 

Prater (old cant), a hen. Also 
margery jmiter. 



Prat, to (thieves), to go, to enter. 

I pratied into the house. — HorsUy : 
Jot tinjp from JaiL 

Press (American sporting). When 
a man wins a bet, and instead 
of taking away his winnings he 
adds to the original stake and 
the winnings also, it is called 
aprfff. 

Pretty horse-breaker, a fashion- 
able and good-looking young 
woman of immoral life and bad 
reputation, sometimes called an 
"anonyma." 

Prex (American student), the pre- 
sident of a college, equivalent to 
the pro-rector of a German uni- 
versity. 

I used to think our prex 
Was great as any rex. 
In my green frethman-nual dajrs* 

— Student Song". 

Prick the garter (thimble riggers), 
a swindling game. The bet is 
made that you can't, with a pin, 
prick the point at which a garter 
is double. 

Piig (thieves and popular), a thief. 

Prim (American sporting), a hand- 
some woman. Possibly from 
primaf i.e., prima donna. 

Primed (conmion), on the verge 
of intoxication. (Students), 
crammed for an examination. 

Prime flat (thieves), an easy dupe. 
Vaux, in his "Memoirs," says: 
"Any person who is found an 
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PrinUf^s devil — Proper. 



easy dape to the designs of the 
familj is said to be a privujUu,'* 

Printer's devil (printers), a 
printer's boj. Mozon, 1683, 
attributes this term to the fact 
that the boys nsed to ** black 
and bedaub themselves," whence 
the workmen jocosely called 
them " Devils." The real origin, 
it is believed, was that Aldus 
Manutias, the Venetian printer, 
had a negro boy, and in those 
days printing was ignorantly 
supposed to be a ** black art," 
hence the term. 

Passing for the nonce the itinerant 
" paper boy," the " errand boy," and the 
printet'x devil^ which last gtnut garftm 
machinery is fast driving from his stool, 
come we to the Arabs of the town.—/. 
Diprosti London Life. 

Private stitch, to (tailors), to 
stitch without showing the 
mark. 

Pro (popular), one of the profes- 
sion, an actor. (Theatrical), an 
actor. 

Actors are astonishingly fond of abbre* 
viations, and herein lies most of their 
slang. They love to call themselves /r«f. 
--Globe, 

Procession (circus), the parade or 
public show is always called the 

Profondes (conjurors), the pockets 
in the tails of a conjuror's dress 
coat. French slang. 

Progf (common), food of any kind. 

What other fellows call beastly /n)>f 
Is the very stuflf for roe. 

— PswfcA. 



Prisg^ according to Skeat, is 
from fTog^ to go about begging 
victuals. Middle English pmk- 
lu^y to beg or demand ; Swedish 
jpracto. 

Proreins (university), proctor. 
The proctors and their subordi- 
nates, the pro-proctors, are the 
magistrates of the university. 

Prog, to (printers), an abbrevia- 
tion much used by printers for 
the word "prognosticate." "To 
Tprog the winner of the Derby," 
&c. 

Promossing (Australian popular), 
talking rubbish, playing the fool, 
mooning about. 

Prompter (school), a member of 
the second form at Merchant 
Taylors' School. 

Proms (London and American), 
promenade concerts. 

They go to the Pronu^ to a tartlet they'll 

speak. 
Stand x>ne drink, the reason is not far to 

seek, 
For all this is done on a sovereign a week ! 
"Tis the way of the world, of the age. 
— Bird o' Freedom. 

They have for several years tried to 
abolish the promts because it adds heavily 
to many students' tx^xatf&,~-Ckicago Tri' 
bum* 

Prbp (thieves), a breast-pin. Pro- 
bably from proper (Cornwall), 
pretty, ornamental. (Pugilistic), 
a blow. (Punch and Judy), the 
prop, the gallows. 

Proper crowd (Australian up- 
country), particular friends, a 
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circle, a clique, dependants. 
An Australian would describe 
Harcourt, Childers, Labouchere, 
Conybeare & Co., as Gladstone's 
own jproper erotod ; Lord Car- 
rington, the Duke of Suther- 
land, Mr. Christopher Sykes, 
&o., as being the Prince of 
Vf dies* B proper crowd; and would 
talk of Lord Wolseley's proper 
crowd as Englishmen talk of his 
"gang," or apply the term to 
the Browning Society, &a 

Insolent and overbearinf^, his Qwn.^rffper 
crowd detested him. — A . C. Grant. 

Proper first class (popular) de- 
notes excellence. 

Prop-nailer (thieves), a thief who 
devotes his attention to scarf- 
pins in a crowd. 

Props (theatrical), properties. All 
the inanimate objects or articles 
used in a play, viz., stage carpet, 
baixe, sea cloth, furniture, any- 
thing to eat or drink, books, pic- 
tures, vases, statuettes, lamps, 
fire-irons, fireplace, kettle, pens, 
ink, paper, swords, foils, guns, 
pistols, powder, blue fire, thun- 
der, lightning, purse, money, 
table-cloth, dinner or breakfast 
service, &c. Certain animate 
objects, such as horses, pigs, 
dogs, and babies. 

/»n^ include everything kept in the 
theatre for use on the stage. — G/if^. 

Propster (theatrical), the property 
master. The man whose busi- 
ness it is, not only to provide 
ominary properties for the 



stage, but to prepare new ones, 
to make and ornament banners, 
to model masks, &o. 

Prop, to (pugilistic), to strike. 

His whole person put in Chancery, 
slung, bruised, fibbed, ^ro^^d, fiddled, 
slogged, and otherwise ill-treated. — C. 
Bed€: Verda$U Green, 

Pross, to (theatrical), to sponge. 
Doubtless derived from the Ro- 
many proM. The actors, how- 
ever, affect to derive this detest- 
able word from a line in Otway's 
play of "Venice Preserved," in 
which that *' dashing, gay, bold- 
faced villain" Pierre says, "The 
clock has struck, and I may lose 
my proselyte." The wealthy 
proselyte of dogma is always 
under the thumb of the prose- 
lytiser, who invariably makes 
his pupil "shell out" for the 
good of the cause. Similarly, 
the lowest class of players have, 
from time immemorial, been 
accustomed to sponge upon 
their proselytes, to bleed them 
in money or malt. The hand- 
some but infamous " Scum " 
Goodman, the actor, the amafU 
djt eotur of the notorious Bar- 
bara Castlemaine, bled that 
lubricous lady almost as freely 
as the illustrious Jack Churchill, 
or as she herself bled that 
anointed scoundrel, old Rowley, 
who in his turn bled the nation. 
There \a a restaurant, not a 
hundred miles from a certain 
fashionable theatre in the 
Strand, known to the^ initiated 
as " Prossers* Avenue." At cer- 
tain times of the day this place 



154 



Pross — Puckah. 



is infested bj impecunions 
loafers, consisting of the out- 
casts of all professions — actors, 
journalists, disbanded soldiers, 
unfrocked parsons, and broken- 
down adventurers of eyery de- 
scription, all of whom make it 
their business to pro«f for any- 
thing, from a fiyer down to a 
glass of gin or beer. The at- 
tentions of these enterprising 
gentry are not restricted to 
their own immediate circle ; 
they are superior to vulgar pre- 
judice, and will pro9$ anything 
from anybody, more especially 
from *' the stranger at their 
gates." 

This term is commoti among 
workmen and others. Are you 
one for a prou f Will yon stand 
adrink? 

Bnt now I've grown to man's estate, for 

work I've never cared, 
I've pratsed my meals from off my pals, 

ofttimes I've badly fared. 

— Music Hall Song, 

Prosser (popular and thieves), 
a degraded creature, one who 
sponges, a male prostitute. Said 
to be from prostitute. 

Prov. (printers). " On the prov.*' 
signifies that a man is out of 
work and reaping the benefit of 
the Provident Fund of his Trade 
Society — a fund established to 
compensate the unemployed. 

Provost (military), garrison or 
other cells, where the penalty 
of imprisonment for a week and 
under is inflicted, without rele- 
gation to a military prison. 



Prowl* to (theatrical), waiting for 
one*s pay. 

Pruff (Winchester College), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

But deprive a Wykehamist of words in 
constant use, such as "quill," meaning to 
curry favour with ; Pmff^ signifying sturdy, 
or proof against pain ; " spree," upstart, 
impudent ; " cud," pretty, and many more, 
and his vocabulary becomes limited. — 
Everyday Life in our Public Schools. 

Psalm-smiler (popular), one who 
sings at a conventide. 

Pub (common), public-house. 

Public patterers (popular), swell 
mobsmen, who pretend to be 
Dissenting preachers, and har- 
angue in the open air to attract 
a crowd for their confederates 
to rob (Hotten). 

Puckah (Anglo - Indian). The 
word is applied in various ways ; 
pw:kaK in Hindostani means 
properly red brick. So a puchi 
house is a red brick house, and 
in opposition to a "kutcha" 
house, one built of earth, it is a 
good, comfortable house. Hence 
the meaning of good, best, at- 
tached to the word. A pwika 
spin is a young lady who is not 
engaged, a pucka officer is a 
senior officer ; should an officer 
in command go on leave, his 
deputy is not puckeJi, 

But I believe that marrying 
An " acting " man is a fudge ; 
And do not fancy anything 
Below a/«fia judge. 

—AU/h Chtom : Lays ^Ind. 
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Pucker (militaiy), the best of 
anything, as the pucker colonel, 
the senior. Vide Puckah. 

Pucker up, to (popular), to get in 
a bad temper. 

Pudding (thieves), liver prepared 
with a narcotic drug and used 
by burglars to silence house- 
dogs. 

When I opened a door there was a great 
tyke lying in front of the door, so I pulled 
out a piece of pudding and threw it to 
him, but he did not move. So I threw 
a piece more, and it did not take any 
notice ; so I got close up to it, and I found 
it was a dead dog stuffed, so I done the 
place for some wedge and clobber. — Hor^ 
slty : Jot tings /ront Jail. 

Pudding club (popular), a woman 
in the family way is said to be 
in the pudding club. 

Pudding-snammer (popular), one 
who robs a cookshop. 

Pud, to (popular), to greet affec- 
tionately, familiarly. Pud, the 
hand. 

Puff (common), a favourable 
notice or praise of any kind 
in a newspaper, usually in- 
corporated in general reading 
matter. (Tailors), never in your 
pufff never in your life. 

Puffer (boating), a small river 
steamboat, a steam launch. 

These are the lolling idlers in those 
comfortable floating hotels, which are 
called steam 'launches by the literate, and 
Pufftrs by the river folk. — Daify TtU- 
graph. 



(Popular), a steam-engine. 

And under we went, one on each ^e, 
intending to get oat again, as usual, as 
soon as the puffitr b^an a-takiog us along 
again. — Sporting Times. 

(Cheap Jacks, &c.), the special 
slang meaning is explained by 
quotation. 

We bid or praised up his goods; in 
fact, often acted as puffers or bonnets to 
give him a leg M^.—HindUyi 'Li/e amd 
AdvcHtures of a Cheap Jack. 

Pug (common), a prize-fighter. 
Abbreviated from ''pugilist." 

He insisted, with a smile serene and 

smug, 
That he'd gain distinction later as a fistic 
gladiator, 
Or, in plainer phraseology, a>«f^. 

— Sporting Times. 

A portion of Highgate Ce- 
metery, where Tom Sayers, 
Knacker - Atcherly, and other 
pugilists lay buried, is called 
" Pugi Acre." 

Puke, to (schools), to vomit. A 
variant of ** spew." 

Puker (Shrewsbury), a good-for- 
nothing fellow. 

Pull (society), to take a^niZZ means 
to stop, check, put an end to, 
and is very commonly in use. 
It is borrowed from racing par- 
lance, to take a puU at a horse. 

But it is like the will*o'-the-wisp, which 
is pretty sure to lead them to their destruc- 
tion if they have not the moral courage to 
"take a pull" when they are getting out 
of their depth. — Saturday Review, 

(Cricketers), to make a pufl ia 
to hit a straight ball crookedly. 
This is generally done inten- 
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tionallj. (Popular), the puU^ 
the advantage. To have the 
upper -hand in pulling a rope 
gives an extra grip, whence the 
expression. 

Sharpers try to pick him up, 
Thinking they've a flat in tow. 
But at pool he cleans them out, 
All the>w//« with Oxford Joe. 
^Music HaU Ballad: Oa/ardjoe, 

Poll a horse*8 head off (racing), 
to check a horse's progress so 
as to prevent him from winning. 
Pulling is done bj a man leaning 
back and pulling at the horse's 
head. 

The witness, pressed to explain what the 
mieaning oi fulling a karst's ketul off 'wss^ 
said that pulling must be intentional on 
the part of a jockey. — St, Janus* s GaseiU. 

Pall down your Test (American). 
A few jears ago, when trousers 
were not made quite so high as 
at present, and waistcoats were 
shorter, it often happened that 
a portion of the shirt became 
visible from the latter garment 
"rising." Hence the frequent 
admonition of puU down your 
vest from careful mothers to 
their sons, or of wives to care- 
less husbands. The phrase soon 
became general, and took the 
obvious application of " make 
yourself look decenter," ** attend 
to your personal appearance," 
and *' mind your own affairs I " 

• 
Pulled trade (tailors), secured 

work. 

Pulled up, to be (popular and 
thieves), to be taken before a 
magistrate. 



Pulley (old cant), a girl. A varia- 
tion of pulUt, a girl. PvUet- 
squeezer, a man who is always 
fondling young girls. A "Baby- 
lonian." 

Polling a kite (popular), making 
a face. 

Palling in the pieces (popular), 
to make money. A man earn- 
ing good wages, or getting a 
high salary, or who is success- 
ful in speculation, is said to 
be pulling in the pieces — ^pieces 
meaning money, and being so 
used in other connections. 

Pull off, to (popular), to achieve, 
make. 

The burglar is flush of money, and each 
of his comrades knows that a big job has 
been pulled off. — Evening News. 

Pall one's self together, to (com- 
mon), used as a metaphorical 
expression for collecting one's 
thoughts, or cooling one's self 
down from a previous state of 
excitement. To "pull up,'* to 
cease, to refrain. These phrases 
are constantly used by lady 
novelists, though not by any 
writer of high or deserved re- 
pute. 

lliat Lord Hartington's speech outdid 
the utmost expectations of his friends, in 
regard to its matter and its fearless out- 
spokenness, is everywhere acknowledged. 
Here and there it was delivered admir- 
ably, and with something of the large 
manner demanded by his great position. 
But, truth to say, this was not by any 
means maintained uniformly, and he fre- 
quently seemed only by an effort to pull 
kimtei/together.^Th* fVorU. 
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Poll out, to (sporting), in athle- 
tics, is being thoroughly *' ex- 
tended " — usnallj by a friendly 
pacemaker. (American), to leave, 
depart. 

For a minute or two they stood looking 
at one another, and then Doc pnlUd out, 
— F. Frtutcis: SeuUiU Mtd Moccaxin, 

Poll the leg, to (society), to im- 
pose npon, to cram one. 

Pull the long bow, to (conmion), 
to tell falsehoods, cram. 

" Don't it strike you, Billiam, that chaps 
about to be hanged generally do full tht 
long bow VkMw.V 

** It docs, Alexandry," replied the Red- 
Handed One. " If they had kept Percy 
Lefroy bottled up much longer, he'd have 
sworn he murdered Maria Martin, Abra* 
bam Lincoln, Harriet Lane, and the Mys- 
tery at KMahaLm."—A//y Sloptf^s Half- 
Holiday. 

Pull the string, to (tailors), to 
make use of all your influence 
to obtain the desired result. 
(Popular), to do weU. 

Pull, to (coDunon), to drink. 
(Turf), to prevent a horse from 
winning by pulling at the reins. 

Pumped (common), exhausted. 

Pump ship, to (common), to make 
water, to urinate. The Germans 
have a similar expression. 

Pump sucker (popular), a tee- 
totaller. 

Puncher (American), a cowboy, 
one who punches and brands 
cattle. 



Perhaps you find it impossible to bring 
yourself to cat with " aw— oow-servaots, 
you know," as certain young Englishmen, 
but newly come from college to New 
Mexico, and unpurged as yet of c^d world 
prejudices, found it not long ago. The 
title " cow-servants '* so delighted the 
gentle puncher that it has become a 
standing quotation in New Mexico. — F. 
FrancU: Saddle «Md Moccasin, 

Pun-paper (Harrow), specially 
ruled paper for pwM or imposi- 
tions. 

Punting-shop (common), a gam- 
bling house. 

Pupe (Harrow), pupil-room. 

Pure cussedness. Fm20 Cussbd- 

KESS. 

Puie-pickers (street), pickers up 
of dogs' dung, which is sold to 
curriers. 

Purge (popular), beer, from its 
peculiar effects. 

Comrades, listen while I urge, 
Drink yourselves and pass \!ti<t purge, 
— Barrack Room Poet, 

Purko (military), beer; possibly 
from Barclay h, Perkins, the 
great brewers. 

Purl, purler (schools), a jump 
into the water head foremost. 
(Sporting), a heavy fall from a 
horse. 

Purser's gfrins (nautical), hypo- 
critical and satirical sneers. 

Purser's name (nautical), an 
assumed one. During the war, 
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Purser^ s name — Put 



when pressed men caught at 
every opportunity to desert, 
they adopted aliases to avoid 
discovery if retaken, which alias 
was handed to the parser for 
entry npon the ship's books 
(Smyth). 

Push (prison^ a gang associated 
in penal servitude labour. 

Most of thexe pseudo-aristocratic impos- 
tors had succeeded in obtaining admission 
to the stocking-knitting party, which, in 
consequence, became known among the 
rest of the prisoners as the "upper ten 
push." — Michael Davit t : Leavis from a 
Prison Diary. 

(Thieves), a crowd ; an asso- 
ciation for a robbery or swindle. 
"I am in this ptuk,'* I intend 
to participate. (Shopmen), to 
get the push, to be discharged. 
(Popular), to get the pu$hj to be 
set aside, rejected, discharged. 

The girl that stole my heart has given me 

the /ush. 
—Ballad : I'll Say no Afore to Mary Ann. 

Pusher (popular), a high-low or 
blucher boot. Also a female. 
A square pusher is a girl of good 
reputation. (American), a bit of 
bread held by children in the 
left hand to be nsed as a fork. 

Posh your barrow (popular), go 
away. 

Pass, an appellation given by 
Woolwich cads to gentlemen 
cadets of the Hoyal Military 
Academy, on account, it is said, 
of their glossy uniforms. But 
more probably an allusion to 
the busby, which they wore 



before it was superseded by the 
helmet. 



Pnt a down upon a man, to 

(Australian convicts), is to in- 
form against him. Probably 
introduced into Australia by the 
transportees. 

**To put a down upon a man is 
to give information of any rob- 
bery or fraud he is about to per- 
petrate, 80 as to cause his failure 
or detection " (Vaux's Memoirs). 

Put a head on, to (American), to 
beat a man on the head. To 
make one's head sweU. 

Und he gets madt und says he fut some 
ktads onmei[l doan' gif oop dot twenty. 
Vhell, I vhas a greenhorn und a fool, you 
know. — Detroit Free Press. 

Put-away, to (prison), has the 
same sense as the foregoing ; it 
means to split or peach, or so 
act that a man is discovered 
through the information given. 

Put in a hole, to (thieves), to 
defraud an accomplice of his 
share of the booty. Also "to 
put in the garden," possibly an 
allusion to " plant,'* meaning 
swindle. (Common), to defraud 
any one for whom yon are acting 
confidentially, to victimise. 

There was a class of people who' if they 
were advised to put ;Cxo on a horse which 
won thought the man a good fellow who 
told them, but if they lost thought they 
had been robbed or put in a hole. — St. 
James's Gautte. 

Put in the well, to (thieves), to 
defraud an accomplice of his 
share of the booty, or to de- 



Put. 
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Or perhaps near a bookie like a clerk hell 

stand, 
And gonoph any tickets that may reach 

his hand. -^Bird o* Fttedom. 

Putter up (thieves), a spy in the 
interest of bargliurs, whose basi- 
ness it is to collect and impart 
information to the gang with 
which he is connected as to 
the general condition and domes- 
tic arrangements of houses that 
may be most easily robbed, and 
that offer the greatest chances 
of plunder. The Tpuitert up are 
commonly men of glib tongues 
and agreeable manners, who 
endeavour to ingratiate them- 
selves with the female servants. 
They seldom endanger their own 
necks by active participation in 
the burglaries they reconmiend, 
but are content to receive a 
portion of the booty, trusting 
to the validity of the well- 
known axiom of ** honour among 
thieves " for the reward which 
they have earned. They are 
worse, but not very much worse, 
than the professional detectives 
who do similarly dirty work for 
people who are not burglars or 
criminals, but who do not scruple 
to employ such disreputable 
agents. 

Put the kibosh on, to (popular), 
to put a stop to. Vide KiBOSH. 

Put the pot on, to (popular), to 
punish, to extinguish. 

And Damon Tubbs, who loved in vain 

The self-same damsel, lots 
Of times declared with racking brain 

He'd/W tAc/ot on Potts. 

—Fum, 



fraud any one for whom one is 
acting confidentially. 

Put it np, to (American), to spend 
money 1^ to gamble. 

" Bally for you, Sqnito I " cried Joe. 
" When it comes to gambling he's a 
thoroughbred ; he /»/x it up as if it was 
bad." — F. Frtutcis : Saddle and Moccasin. 

Put me in my little bed (Ameri- 
can), one of many current slang 
expressions signifying that the 
one addressed is beaten or dis- 
tanced, or has no more to say. 
Also the name of a " fancy " 
drink. 

Putney, oh, go to (popular), 
equivalent to go to Jericho, 
Ballyhock, or any other of the 
numerous milder modifications 
of the place of eternal punish- 
ment. Sometimes improved by 
adding " on a pig." 

Sarah's gone and left me. 
Her love for me was sham. 

She can go to Putney on a pigy 
Along with her cat's-meat man ! 
—The Cats-Meat Man. 

Put one's back into it, to (com- 
mon), to act with energy. 

It seems to me that if I only hit hard 
enough 1 must do something. I put my 
hmA into it — that's his expression, not 
mine— and two balls disappear into two 
pockets.— y</^ Stoker's Half-Holiday. 



Put one's 
Back. 



back up, to. Yidt 



Put on, to (common), to initiate. 

Once on the course he will undertake 

lioputyou on should you be 
Green at the game, but the quids you stake 

Ncrer again you'll see. 
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Putting — Put up. 



(Torf), to lay heavily on a 
horse. 

Pnttins: a nail in your cofiBn 
(tailors), talking ill of you. 

Pot two-handed (popular), forni- 
cation. Put is an old term for 
a person. 

Pnttyand plaster on the Solomon 
Knob, the (masons, &c.), an 
intimation that the master is 
coming, be silent ! 

Putty walla (Anglo-Indian), " the 
one with a belt,*' a term in 
Bombay for a messenger or 
orderly attached to an office. 
Called in Bengal a Chupratgy, 
and in Madras a Peon (Anglo- 
Indian Glossary). 

Put up, betrayal Hotten limits 
this simply to inspecting or 
planning a robbery, or obtaining 
information in regard to pro- 
jected theft. But this is very 
far from the true meaning of 
the word as used in both Eng- 
land and America. It is thus 
explained in the "New York 
Slang Dictionary : " — 

"PxU up. This refers to in- 
formation given to thieves by 
persons in the employment of 
parties to be robbed, such as 
servants, clerks, porters, &c., 
whereby the thief is facilitated 
in his operations. A job is said 
to be put up if the porter of a 
store should allow a 'fitter' 
to take an impression of the 
keys of the door of a safe ; or 
when a clerk sent to the bank 



to make a deposit, or to draw 
money, allows himself to be 
thrown down and robbed, in 
order to have his pocket picked." 
It may be observed that it is 
quite in this sense that Dickens 
uses the word in " Oliver Twist," 
and not at all in that of obtain* 
ing information. 

Put-up jobs (burglars), explained 
by quotation. 

We often hear that these burglaries are 
what are called put-up Jobs; that is to 
say, they are the result of long and careful 
study on the part of the criminals, com- 
' bined with information supplied to them 
by persons familiar with the inmates and 
contents of the house marked down for 
plunder. — Daily Telegraph. 

Put upon, to (American and Eng- 
lish), to impose upon, to ill- 
treat. 

The Pike's Peak gold fever was raging 
(1859, &C;-)- H^ ti^ViX. to the mines and 
took a claim, but was much put upon, by 
bullies because he was the youngest man 
in camp.—//. L. Williams: In the Wild 
West. 

(Common), to sham. 

Put up your forks, or, bones up 

(popular), a challenge to fight 

Put up your hands, to (thieves), 
to submit to being handcuffed. 
One of the family who has been 
in prison before, and knows the 
penalties of resistance, will say 
when a policeman comes for 
him, "All right. 111 put up my 
hands,** meaning that he will 
hold out his hands to be hand- 
cuffed without a struggle. 



Put — Quarron. 
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Pot Tonr foiks down, to (thieves), 
to pick a pooket. Vide Fobkb. 

Pot your name Into It (tailors), 
get it well forward. 

Pyali (nautical), weak, paltrj. 

Pyke (military), a civilian friend 
bj whom the soldier on the 



prowl Imd impecnnioos is 
treated and entertained; some 
good-natured creature who likes 
to hear military yams, and is 
proud of the pri^ege of pay- 
ing for a gallant man's driuk. 
A suggested derivation is the 
synonymous French word pikin, 
or civilian, as contradistin- 
guished to the military man. 




C. (common), a Queen's 
CounseL 

I am a barrister elect, 

I try my best to please ; 
Attorneys pay me great re- 
spect— 
I wish they'd pay my fees. 
Of business I get my share, 
As much as some Q. C. 's ; 
But, oh ! what drires me to despair — 
I cannot get my fees. 

—BiUSykes: Tht BarruUt^t 
Song. 

Q. H. B. (naval). Queen's hard 
bargain, t.e., a lazy sailor, a 
"lubber." 

Q. T. (popular), quiet. Yidt On 
THB Stbict Q. T. 

TIm atsence of 'Arry, he sez, is high 

sperrits. Thai ain't so fur out. 
I'm " Fix," not four 'arf, my dear feller. 

Flare-up is my motter, no doubt. 
Can't set in a comer canoodling, and do 

the Q. T. day and night. 
ICy mug, mate, was made for a larf, and 

you don't ketch it pullmg a kite. 

— Punch. 

Quack (common), a duck. 

" Dear madam, 3rour daughter 
Being very much better, 

VOL. II. 



Instead of a call I write you a letter. 

Saying as a regular doctor 
No longer she lacks, 

I send her herewith a couple of quacks." 

A splendid couple of ducks accompanied 
this cheerful letter. — Bird o' Freedom. 

Qoad (printers) is the abbreviated 
form of the word "quadrat," 
a piece of metal used by printers 
to fill up short lines, &c. From 
Latin quadratuit square. 

Qoaddlng (Rugby), the triumphal 
promenade of the chief football 
players round the cloisters at 
calling over time before a match. 

Quail (thieves), an old maid. 
Quails are supposed to be very 
amorous. Le Roux gives qwiU- 
ler, evidently from eaille (quail), 
for to have carnal connection. 

Quaker (popular), a lump of excre- 
ment (Hotten). 

Qnarron (old cant), the body; . 
allied to carrion. Old French, / 
ecirongne, 

L 



1 62 



Quarter-deckish — Queer. 



Quarter-deddsh (naval), severe, 
pnnctilioas. 

Qoartereen (shows, strolling 
actors), a farthing. The slang 
expressions for money, used spe- 
cially by Punch and Judy show- 
men, and probably by others, are 
"mezzo," halfpenny; "solde," 
penny ; "dui, tri, quarto or qua- 
tri, chickwa, sei, sette, oddo, 
novo, deger, long deger soldi, 
beone," a shilling; "ponte," a 
sovereign. From the Italian. 

Quart-pot tea (Australian). The 
following passage is fully ex- 
planatory of this Irisli phrase 
for tea. 

Quart-fot iea^ as tea made in the bush 
b always called, is really the proper way 
to make it. A tin quart of water is set 
down by the fire, and when it is boiling 
hard a handful of tea is thrown in, and the 
pot instantly remove<d from the fire. Thus 
the tea is really made with boiling water, 
which brings out its full flavour, and it is 
drunk before it has time to draw too much. 
— Finch- HattoH : Advance Australia. 

Quay (American thieves), unsafe, 
not to be trusted. Dutch 
kwaedf bad, &c. 

Queen's bus (thieves), the prison 
van. A crazy inmate of Glerken- 
well was about to be sent away. 
To quiet him the warder said 
the Queen had sent one of her 
own carriages for him. " One of 
them with We R. on the side? " 
" Yes, one of her carriages." 
"Wofs We R. stand for?" 
" Why, Victoria Regina, of 
course." "No, it don't; it 
stands for Wagabon^ Re- 



move4f" said the prisoner. The 
y.R on the van is also inter- 
preted by its habitual occu- 
pants as standing for Virtue 
Rewarded. 

Queer bail, fraudulent bail; in- 
solvent persons who made it a 
trade to bail out persons when 
arrested. Also called "Jew 
haU.** Sometimes also "moun- 
ters," as the mounted borrowed 
clothes for the occasion so as 
to look respectable. 

Queer bit (thieves), spurious coin. 
Queer, in old cant, means any- 
thing wrong, counterfeit, or 
illegal Possibly allied to the 
German qiier, across, athwart, 
contrary to. 

Queer cufiBn (old cant), magistrate. 

The gentry cove will be romboyled by 
his dam, . . . queer cuffin will be the 
word yet, if we don't tout — Bea£onsfi*ld : 
Vgnetia, 

Oujfn is synonymous with 
eoft, cove. 

Queer money (thieves), spurious 
coin. 

That town had been worked with a 
rush by a gang and $20,000 in the quetr 
money had be«n left there inside of two 
days. — Detroit Free Prtu, 

Queer rooster (American thieves), 
a man that lodges among thieves 
to pick up information for the 
police. 

Queer soft (thieves), bad notes. 

Queer street, in (common), in a 
difficulty. 



Queer — Quid. 
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Queer the stifler, to (thieves), 
ayoid the gallowa 

I think Handle Dandie and I aaj^etr 
tkg sti/Ur for all that is come and gone. — 
Scott: Htart of Mid'Lothian, 

Queer, to (popular), to ridicule, 
sneer at. 

A shoulder-knotted puppy, with a grin, 
Qtutring the thread-bare curate, let 
him in. 

— Colman : Poetical Vagaria. 

To spoil, mar. 

But over theldoorstcp she happened to 
trip, 
And quurtd the ingenious crime. 
Snorting Timet. 

To upset arrangements. 

The Briton threw a five-franc piece into 
the machine, stopping the ball, and utterly 
queering the calculations of the numerous 
sjstematicians. — Bird o* Freedom. 

To qyiur a flat, fool, impose 
upon a simpleton. 

Who in a row like Tom could lead the van, 
Boose in the ken, or at the spelken hustle ? 
Who7«r^aflat? 

—Lord Byron: Donjnan. 

To outwit. 

He came back in great glee at having 
queered the bobbies on this side the Chan- 
nel, and ''bothered the gendarmes" on 
the oihtx.— Punch. 

To qwtr the pitch, vidt FiTCll. 
Quencher. Vide Modest 

QUSNCHEB. 

Qui (printers), an abbreviation of 
the Latin term quielui, an old 
expression equivalent to the 
"billet" or "sack," to denote 
a man has notice to leave his 
situation. 



Quiblets (American), a kind of 
witticism much in vogue in 
negro minstrelsy. A man makes 
a remark which calls forth a 
question, and the replj involves 
a jesting equivoque. 

Quick (societj), explained by 
quotation. 

Young Prince Albert Vic, it would seem, 
is most quicJk 
(That's the new word for dapper and 
cleverX — Fun. 

Quick, slick, to cut (popular), to 
start off hurriedly. 

Quick upon the trigg^er (Ameri- 
can), very acute to observe, 
quick to perceive and act, wide- 
awake, prompt, "fly." A sig- 
nificant expression derived from 
seeing game the instant it ap- 
pears, and being quick to shoot 
it. It occurs in the Crockett 
Almanacs, 1838, 1840, but is 
much older. 

He's as big and may be bigger, 

That's all the same to me ; 
But I'm quicker on the trigger. 
And hit twice as hard as he. 
For I've lived among the Crows and the 

Kaws, 
And the Soos and the Kroos and the 

Daws, 
And can make a bully Injun take a tree I 

— Circus Song. 

Quid (general), a sovereign. 
Qutd<, money in general; this 
corresponds to the French cf« 
quo% and qvkihyu. 

Oh, well, I thought I wouldn't star, but 

wait a irear or two ; 
I know your party's solid, so 111 try and 

go with you. 
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Quid — Quite, 



A modest forty quid a week, yoa pay all 

train fares, eh 7 
Your offer is an insult and 111 leave yoa, 

sir. Good day. 

— Bird o Frttdom, 

Tis the last quidot many 

Left sadly alone. 
All its golden companions 

Are changed, and are gone ; 
No coin of its kindred. 

No " fiver "U here, 
To bum in tobacco. 

Or melt into beer. 

—Fun, 

Quiff (militarj), the small carl on 
a soldier's temple just showing 
under his glengarrj or forage 
cap. Close cropped hair is one 
of the indispensable conditions 
of military smartness, but the 
curl used to be allowed, or in 
lieu of it a false curl which was 
gammed inside the forage cap 
so as to lie on the forehead. 
This pottiehe was especially in 
favour with men just released 
from military prison. 

(Tailors), a word used in ex- 
pressing an idea that a satis- 
factory result may be obtained 
by other than strictly recognised 
rules or principles. 

Quiffing: in the press (tailors), 
changing a breast-pocket to the 
other side. 

Quiffing the bladder (tailors), 
drawing the long hair over to 
hide a bald pate. 

Qnill-driver (common), a writer. 
(Turf), a bookmaker. 

The annual cricket match between the 
Press and the Jockeys will be played to« 
day ou the Qoeea'a Club Grooad, West 



Kenungton, and my information is to 
the effect that the quili-drwers are likely 
to have the best of the willow-wielding 
and leather-flapping engagement with the 
knights of the pigskin. — Sporting Tinux. 

Qoiller (common), a parasite ; a 
person who sucks neatly through 
a quill, says Hotten. 

Qnill, to (Winchester College), to 
curry favour with, to flatter. 

Qoilster (Winchester College), a 
flatterer. Yidt To Quill. 

Qnilt, to (popular), to thrash. 
Much used by tailors. Probably 
originally a tailor's phrase. 

Quint (American cowboy), a 
whip (Spanish). 

Qoisby (popular). Hotten defines 
this as bankrupt. According 
to a song " sung with terrific 
success by Miss Kate Con- 
stance" it appears to have a 
slightly different meaning : — 

When tars have been away on a voyage 

o'er the sea, 
They're glad to get home again to have 

a jolly spree, 
But when they kiss and cuddle yon and 

won't let you be, 
Don't it make you feel quxsby in the 

morning? 

Quite too nice (society), expression 
much used by the sosthetio 
female portion of society, mean- 
ing much the same as '* awfully 
jolly," SBsthetic conversation 
being largely composed of many 
adverbs and adjectives strung 
together. "He is really quite 
too niUf' applied to some die- 
away gentleman with long luur 
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and black velyet coat, who 
dabbles in art, and who wor- 
ships a sanflower, regarding it 
in the light of the most artistic 
prodaction of nature. 

Quius kius (low theatrical), hnsh 1 
cease 1 A warning. 

Quiz (legal), among American 
law-students a weekly ezamina* 
tion in reading is so called. It 
is equivalent to coaching. 

Quod (thieves), prison. Probablj 
from the Hindu gjpsj quaid^ 



prison. Also said to be from 
"quadrangle," within four walls. 

Here I have been inland out of fuad 
for the last five-and -twenty stretch, and I 
have a right to get a good billet if any- 
body has one. — Evening News. 

Qnodded (thieves), imprisoned. 

Qnodger (legal), a corruption of 
q%u>jure, 

Quot (old slang), a man who 
interferes in household afEairs, 
especiallj in the kitchen. 




|ABBIT (American), 
a very rough, rag- 
ing rowdy. Grenerally 
heard as "dead rdb^ 
bit.** From a gang 
of roughs who paraded New 
York in 1848, carrying a dead 
rabbit as a standard, the dead 
rabbit meaning a conquered 
enemy. Also "dead duck.*' "A 
very athletic rowdy fellow ; an 
extinct political party." Mal^t- 
tuckers, young spendthrifts, fast, 
licentious young men. 

Rabbit-pie (popular), a low word 
for a woman in a sensual or 
carnal sense ; a prostitute. 

Rabbit-pie shifter (roughs), a 
policeman. Probably an allusion 
to his impeding prostitutes' 
trade. Vide Rabbit-pis. 



Never to take notice of vulgar nick- 
names, such as "slop," "copper," rabiit' 
tU shi/Ur, " peeler."— Jl/ifXfC Hall S<mg. 



Rabbit-skin (University), by 
synecdoche, is the academicsil 
hood adorned both at Oxford 
and Cambridge by the rabbit's 
white fur. To ** get one's rathit" 
skin," is to take the B.A. degree. 

Rabid beast (American cadet), a 
term applied to a new cadet who 
is impertinent, t.e., according 
to the views of those who have 
been longer in residence. 

Rabitter (Winchester College), a 
blow on the head with the wide 
of the hand, so called from the 
way of killing a rabbit. 

Rack (Canadian), on the rack, 
constantly moving about; travel- 
ling; "always on the rack*' ia 
synonymous with "always on 
the move." i2aeib is an abbrevia- 
tion of "racket," a Canadian 
snow-shoe. 
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Racket Origmally meaning in 
England a dodge, manceavre, or 
desire, it has within a few years 
l)een greatly extended in the 
United States, so that one can 
rarely look through certain news- 
papers without finding it. 

Yoa know all the safe-workers arrested 
here last season were lodging-house bums, 
and they were np to that racket,— Chicago 
Tribune. 

The place was pretty TuU of all the 
blackguards in creation then on the same 
racket,— O'Reilly: Fifty Years oh tke 
Trail 

Radan, racklaw (tramps), from 
the gypsy rdkli, a girL 

Rads (common), for radicals. 
*' The Badt have a name of more 
modem political application, 
for the term 'Radical,' as a 
party name, was first applied to 
Major Cartwright, Henry Hunt, 
and their associates in 1818. 
The Americans have many more 
or less strange nicknames, and 
one of the last invented has 
reached this country, only to be 
in various ways misapplied and 
misunderstood, we mean the 
euphonious word mugwump " 
{Comhill Magazine). 

He turned him round and right-about 

All on the Irish shore, 
Said he, " We'll give P-m-ll a shake, 

And make the Rads to roar, 
My boy I 

And make the Rads to roar 1 " 

—PUHCk. 

Rafe, ralph (popular), a pawn- 
broker's duplicate (Hotten). 

Raft (American), a great number 
or quantity of anything or of 



any kind of objects. It is de- 
rived from the rafU or vast ac- 
cumulations of floating timber, 
driftwood, &c., which some- 
times form in Western Ameri- 
can rivers. 

Rag^ (popular), the green curtain. 
Hence the gods shout '* Up with 
the rag,** (Common), a con- 
temptuous term for a newspaper 
of the inferior sort. The French 
call this "feuille de chou.*' 

A writer in a penny msf, who has him- 
self iailed far more lamentably than Mrs. 

, and in the same attempt, viz., to 

entertain the public. — Sporting Times, 

(Thieves), a bank-note. 

Rag^-fair (military), kit inspection, 
at which all the necessaries, 
shirts, socks, underclothing, the 
"rags," in short, are displayed. 

Rag^ged brigade, one of the Irish 
regiments of foot. 

In his youth he did good service abroad 
with the Carabineers, the ragged brigadet 
and the Springers.— TA^ World, 

Rag: off (Americanism), explained 
by quotation. 

Well, ifthat don't "capall I" That beats 
the bugs ; it does (airly take the rag off. — 
Sam Slick: Tke Clockmaker, 

Abbreviated from "it takes 
the rag o/the bush." 

Rag: out, to (American), to dress 
up well. 

Wall, don't make fun of our cloches 
in the papers. We are goin' right straight 
throQgh in these here clothes — w« air. 
We ain't agoin' to r^g <w/ till we get to 
Vtndj.—Artemms Ward, 
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Rag: proper, to (cowboys), to 
dress welL 

R a g: 8 (American), bank-bills. 
Before the war, when there was 
no uniform corrency, the bills 
of the innumerable banks of 
the *' wild cat," "blue pup," and 
•'ees' dog" description often 
circulated at a discount of 50 
or 60 per cent., and in a very 
dirty and tattered condition. 
These were familiarly called 
reigtt a word still used now and 
then as a synonym for paper- 
money. 

Oh, times are hard ! folks say, 

ADd very well too we know it ; 
And therefore the best way 

Is while you're young to go it. 
The banks are all clean broke. 

Their rags are good for naught, 
The specie's all bespoke, 

So certainly we ought 
To go it while we're young. 

— Songo/xZ^o. 

(Common), to go rag9, to 
share. 

Rags and sticks (travelling show- 
men), explained by quotation. 

When old Sawny Williams, the pro* 
prietor, came later in the morning, he was 
horrified at finding his rofs and sticks, 
as a theatrical booth is always termed, 
just as he bad left them the overnight — 
Hindity : Lift and Adventures of a Cheap 
Jack, 



Rag-shop (thieves), a 
Ftci«RAQ. 



bank. 



Rag-splawger (thieves), a wealthy 
man. Yidt Raq. 

Rag stabber (common), a tailor. 



Rag tacker (popular), a dress- 
maker. 

Rag, the (London), explained by 
quotation. 

There is not a single music-hall, from 
the vast " Alhambra" in Leicester Square, 
to the unaristocratic establishment in the 
neighbourhood of the Leather Lane, ori- 
ginally christened the "i?a^lan/' but 
more popularly known as the " Rug" that 
I have not visited. And I am bound to 
confess that the same damning elements 
are discoverable in one and alL — Grten- 
wood: Seven Curses 0/ Louden, 

Rag, to (American University). 
Hall quotes a correspondent of 
Union College as follows : — 

•*To rag and 'ragging* you 
will find of very extensive appli* 
cation, they being employed pri- 
marily as expressive of what is 
called by the vulgar thieving 
and stealing, but in a more ex- 
tended sense as meaning supe- 
riority. Thus if one declaims 
or composes much better than 
his classmates, he is said to rag 
all his competitors." 

(English provincial), to abuse, 
slander. At Bnglish universi- 
ties to annoy, hustle. For other 
signification vide Ballybao, its 
synonym. 

Rag trade, the (tailors), the 
tailoring business. Also the 
mantle-making trada 

Rain napper (popular), an um- 
brella. To flop, to take, seizes 
receive. 

Raise a bead, to (American), to 
aim at, to make sure of. The 
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sight of a rifle is called a bead, 
hence the tenn. **To roue a 
head on him," to take aim at 
him. Bartlett defines the same 
phrase as to bring to a head, 
to succeed, and adds that the 
figure is taken from brandy, 
rum, or other liquors which 
will not raite a head unless of 
the proper strength. 

Rmised bill (American), a bank- 
bill which has had the yalue 
raised or increased bj pasting 
over it slips cut from other and 
worthless bills. 

A couple of young men entered M. 
Lerin & G>.'s saloon, Jefferson and Bar- 
dell Streets, called for drinks, and tender- 
ing what appeared to be a $ao bill in pay- 
ment received the change and left. After 
they had gone the bill viras found to be a 
clumsily-raised $zo. The numbers of a 
Confederate $20 bill had been pasted over 
the figures in the comers, while a strip of 
paper stuck across the " X " on the back 
gave the bill the appearance of having 
been pasted together and partially con- 
cealed the fact that there was only a 
single "X."— Ofciir^v* Tribune. 

Raise the wind, to (common), an 
almost recognised phrase. To 
procure money by borrowing, 
pawning, or otherwise. 

In lieu of a calf 1 It was too bad by half 1 
At a "nigger" so pitiful who would not 

laugh 
And turn up their noses at one who could 

find 
No decenter method of rtusing tht windt 
— IngoleUby Legends. 

Raising^ an organ (tailors), club- 
bing clips together to raise a 
shilling's worth. 

Rake (popular), a comb. 



Rake an X, to (American Univer- 
sity), to recite perfectly. 

Rake in, to (American), to acquire, 
win, conquer, make one's own. 
From the very obvious simile of 
using a rake of any kind to draw 
objects together. 
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Yes," said Tim, with a mournful 
shake of the head, "Pug's converted. 
I suppose you've been to the revival 
meetings of Goodman and Worship. 
No ! Well, you've met Mike Ratagan 
on Groghan Street ? Don't know Mike ! 
Well, they've raked kirn in too." ^Luke 
Sharp. 

Raker (turf), a heavy bet. 

It is said the " new plunger " is standing 
the favourite for a raker. — Bird o' Free' 
OfOm. 

To go a raker^ to make a heavy 
bet. 

Rake the pot, to (AmericanV to 
take the stakes at gambling. 

The artUt sat and drew : 
No view of frozen Arctic shores. 
Where icy billow sweeps and roars ; 
• Nor Southern desert, Western plain. 
Nor colours of the Spanish main — 
Nor vision of celestial spot — 
He drew an ace, and raked tkepot! 
— ^/. Louis Whip. 

Rally (common), a row, a fight, 
a spilL (Theeitrical), the ra2Zy, 
the movement by clown, panta- 
loon, harlequin, and columbine 
after transformation scene. 

Ralph (printers), the nuschief- 
monger or " spirit " that is said 
to haunt men when they will 
not conform to chapel rules. 
(See Dr. Franklin's **Waps," 
1819, p. 56.) A man is *'8ent 
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to Coventry" if he dares to 
defy the decision of the chapel, 
and many tricks are played on 
him by his companions in con- 
sequence. Vide Kafb. 

Rjun (American University), a 
practical joke, a hoax. 

Rama Sammy (Anglo - Indian), 
used as a generic name for all 
Hindoos, like Tommy Atkins for 
a British soldier. A twisted 
roving of cotton in a tnbe nsed 
to famish light for a cigar. 
The name Ramo Samee was 
popularised in 1820 in England 
by a Hindoo juggler, who first 
exhibited swallowing a sword. 

Ramcat or rancat cove (thieves), 
a man dressed in furs. 

Ramjam (American), the last 
morsel eaten after which one 
is filled to repletion. 

Ramp (common). This word, 
when applied to swindling and 
cheating, e.g., "rampage," thiev- 
ing and taking in, is evidently 
of a different origin from rampf 
to rage, rear up, and act with 
violence. It is possibly in the 
former sense allied to the Yid- 
dish rame, a deceiver or cheat ; 
Chaldaic ramont, deceit. Ramp, 
to rage, occurs in several old 
English writers, e.g., Jonson. 

These, it is only fair to say, were mostly 
rumps, or swindles, got up to obtain the 
gate-money, and generally interrupted by 
carcomstances arranged beforehand by 
those who were going to "cut up" the 
plunder. — Georgt R. Sims : How tht Poor 
Livt, 



(Thievas); the hall mark on 
plate. Frbm the rampant lion 
which is one of the marka. 

They told me all about the wedge, how 
I should know it by the nuw/. — H»rtUy : 
Jottings from Jail. 

Vide On the Rampaqb. 

Ramper (common), a low fellow, 
a swindler or rufl^an who fre- 
quents racecourses generally on 
welshing expeditions. 

Hardly a day passes without some mis- 
creant being charged at police courts, 
and being recognised by constables as a 
" welsher," ram/er, or " ticket snatcher." 
These are criminal trades, belonging essen- 
tially to the nctco\XT%e.—S/orting' Titmos. 

Ramping (thieves), explained by 
quotation. 

George Stamper was charged, on re- 
mand, with felony, technically known as 
ramping, i.e., calling at the houses where 
parcels had just been delivered from trades- 
men to customers, and obtaining posses- 
sion of them under various pretences. — 
Sta$%dard. 



(Sports), a swindle, a 
spiracy. 



con- 



The ramping of the Jubilee Plunger at 
pigeon shooting at Brighton is still the 
principal topic of conversation. Whether 

Mr. will pay up and look pleasant, 

or repudiate, or prosecute the different 
parties for conspiracy is more than I can 
say. — sporting Times. 

Also vide To Ramp. 

Ramp, to (thieves), to steal forci- 
bly from the person. (Sport- 
ing), to swindle, but more 
especially to bet against one's 
own horse. Also to levy black- 
mail in a brutal manner. From 
to ramp^ to spring with violence. 
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Rampiiig mad (old), uproariously 
drunk. 

Rampoman (thieves), one who 
plunders by force. In Mayhew's 
''Criminal Prisons of London," 
but obsolete now. 

Rams, the (American), the ddi- 
rium trement, ** To have the 
rams,** to be extremely eccen- 
tric. 

Ram, to (American), to ram one's 
face in, or on; to intrude, to 
force oneself into any company. 

Ranee sniffle (Texas), mean and 
dastardly malignity. Peculiar 
to Georgia. 

Randlesman (thieves), silk pocket 
handkerchief, green ground with 
white spots. 

Randy (common), salacious. 80 
generally used as to be hardly 
considered as slang. Properly 
violent, warm. Of Norse origin. 

Ranker (military), an officer who 
has risen from the ranks* 

Rank outsider (common), a vulgar 
fellow, a cad. From a racing 
term applied to a horse outside 
the rank. 

A ranJk outsider might possibly drop 
from the clouds— just at the bell — but it is 
hardly possible that Grandison, or Love- 
gold, or Lourdes, or Florentine, or Stetch- 
worth, or any other "ranker" can be the 
hont,~-Spartitig' Times. 

Ranks (printers). A compositor 
that has been promoted to the 



position of overseer or reader 
is said to return to the rani:* 
again should he be reduced. 
Attributed by Savage, 1841, to 
thefact that compositors* frames 
are placed in ranks or rows. 
More probably from a military 
term. 

Ran-tan (popular), to be ontheran- 
tan (originally American) is to 
" be on the big drunk," to be in a 
fit of drunkenness extending over 
several days, or it may be weeks, 
after a period of enforce^ absti- 
nence. Possibly from pKOvincial 
raniert a large beer jug. The 
word appears in the works of 
Taylor, the Water-poet, in 163a 

Also "ran-ran," frolic, drunken- 
ness. 

My second son's been made a Buff, and 
goes on the roH-run, — Bro€uLside Ballad, 

On the ran-tan also means 
drunk. 

Rapparee (old slang), a Tory. 

Riq), to (thieves), to talk, to say. 
From "rap out." 

So I said, *' All right ;" but he m/^. 
"It is not all nglii." —Horsl^ : Jottings 
from JaiL 

To swear. 

D-^ me I I scorn to rmjk agunst any 
IsAj.—Fielding : Amelia, 

Raspberry (coachmen), explained 
by quotation. 

One gentleman I came across had a way 
of finding out the cussednass of this or 
that animal by a method that I found to 
be not entirely his own. The tongue is 
inserted in the left cheek axul forced 
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through the lips, producing a peculiarly 
squashy noise that b extremely irritating. 
It is termed, I believe, a raspberry ^ and 
when not employed for the purpose of 
testing horseflesh, is regarded rather as an 
expression of contempt than of admiration. 
'Sporting Tinus. 

The allusion is to a grating 
noise like that produced by 
rasping. 

Raspberry tart (American), a nice 
dainty girl. 

Raspberry tart, with a little poke bonnet, 
And a great big bunch of thingamies upon 

it. 
With a pinafore dress that was just the 

thing, 
And a little pug dog at the end of a string. 

— Broadside Ballad. 

Rasper (Stock Exchange), a big 
" turn," ».«., a large profit on a 
bargain. 

Raspin (old cant), the bridewell 
So called from the task there of 
rasping wood. 

Rasping shorter (cricketers), a 
ball which swiftly slides along 
the ground when knocked off by 
the bat, instead of rebounding. 

Rat (old cant), a clergyman. 
" Ratichon " is a very common 
slang name for a priest in 
France. (Common), a sneak, 
informer, turncoat. Abo an ab- 
breviation of water-ra<. (Nau- 
tical), an infernal machine for 
blowing up insured ships for the 
purpose of defrauding ship in- 
surance companies. 

There are two species of tuts. One 
^)ecies is intended to operate upon iron 
ships, the other upon wooden ones.— 
Timus, 



(Printers), a workman that 
accepts work or wages at un- 
fair rates — not paid according 
to the existing scale of prioeB 
recognised in the locality. 

Rat house, rat shop (printers), an 
office where unfair wages are 
paid — the employes being called 
"rats," or "furry tails." 

Rats (popular), to " give a person 
green raU " is to backbite him. 
" To be in the raU,** to be suf- 
fering from drink; to have or 
see ratSf the incipient stage 
of ddirium tremem (see Zola's 
V Assommoir), (Common), "to 
have raU in one's garret," to be 
soft-brained, silly, or idiotic. 

"Say, mimmaw," Miss Arethusa re- 
marked, " what's gettin' into you lately. 
You've got rats in your garret, haven't 
you?" 

" No, I haven't anny rats in me garret, 
ur in me brain, aither, me foine lady," said 
the widow indignantly. — New York Mer- 
cury. 

(American), " to have nrf#," to 
have wild or eccentric fancies ; 
a synonym for " rams," or other 
animals seen by men with ddi- 
riwm. tremens. 

The word rat stands as an opprobrious 
epithet applied to persons suddenly chang- 
ing their opinions. Hence the term " rat- 
ted," which has become so common in late 
years. Sir Robert Peel seems to have been 
the first noted person to whom the term rat 
was applied, and he brought the epithet 
upon hunself by changing his opinions 
on Catholic Enumcipation. Some of our 
Western editors use the word ruts in a way 
unknown to M. Barr^re. For example, if 
one editor takes a flippant view of what 
another regards as a grave question, the 
latter at once declares that " our cootem- 
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poiary has rats;" and sometimes it will 
be added that "he has got them bad." 
Deuiis Kearney, of Sand Lots Ciune, wrote, 
some years ago, of a certain California 
capitalist whom he described as a " sub- 
sided, bung-eyed hyena," and he said also 
that the capitalist had raU.—C. Leland 
Harrison: MS, Collection ^American- 
isms, 

Ratted (common), applied to a 
*'rat/' t.«., a tnmcoat. 

Rattled, to g^et (American), to 
become nervous, shaky, to lose 
presence of mind. 

Anarchist August Vincent Theodor Spies 
was the next witness. Spies was a 
fiulure. He got rattled. He was ner> 
▼ous and fidgety while trying to be 
smart, and both in his manner and in his 
damaging admissions he was the worst 
witness the defence has yet called. — Cki' 
cago Tribune. 

She lifted up another shovelful, but the 
exertion caused her to slip, and she got 
rattled.— Detroit Free Press. 

Rattler (old cant), a coach. 
(Thieves), a railway train. 

As soon as he got round a double, I 
guyed away to Maiden, and touched for 
two wedge teapots, and took the rattler 
to Waterloo. — Horsley : Jottings from 
Jail, 

(American), a neck-tie. It is 
a very carious coincidence that 
so far back as 1831 a comic 
writer spoke of a very great 
swell as one who 

" Is on fashion leading-tattler, 
And his tie's a real rattler" 

and that recently in America 
cravats are made of rattlesnakes* 
skins. 

Rattle, to s^ve the (American 
thieves), to talk to a man so as 



to divert his attention, as, for 
instance, while robbing him. 
To confuse by talking. 

" Give Aim the rat/le with 3roar month 
all the time you're working him," said Mr. 
Sutton. " Tell him he mustn't fall asleep 
in a public place." — Confidence Crooks: 
Philadelphia Preu. 

Rattling^ (general), jolly, excel- 
lent, smart, as rattling bait, 
first-class food, excellent eating. 

That's my plan. Give 'em bumping 
weight (with the little finger in) and shout, 
** There you are, all that lot for tuppence, 
it's rattling bait I " and they swallers it like 
jam. — J". May: Hurrah for a Costers 
Life! 

Rattling^ gloke (old cant), a coach- 
man. 

Rat-trap (popular), a woman's 
bustle. 

Rawg (tinker), a waggon. 

Raw lobsters (common), a nick- 
name at one time applied to 
policemen. It was originated 
about fifty years ago by the 
WeeJdy Detpatch, and was de- 
rived from the blue coats of the 
then new force. Soldiers had 
previously been called, and were 
then known, as lobsters, from 
their red coats, and as when 
caught and previous to boiling 
a lobster is of a dark bluish 
hue, the policemen were called 
raw lobsters to distinguish them 
from soldiers. 

Rawnie. This word, according 
to Hotten, is the gypsy for a 
young woman. It has, however. 
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no such meaning in Romany, 
where it is invariablj applied to 
a lady. From the Hindustani 
rdnef, a queen. 

" Doi Romany chals were bitchadey pardel, 
Bitchadey parlo boro pftnl. 
PUtos for kaurin, 
Lasho for chorin. 
The pOtsI avrt a boro ranmet "— 
" Two gypsies were transported, trans- 
ported across the great water, Plato for 
pilfering, Lewis for stealing the pocket 
from a great lady." 

Rawniel, ninniel (tinker), beer. 
Tripo-rauniel, a pot of beer. 

Razor (American Uniyersity), a 
pun. 

Many of the members of this time< 
honoured institution, from whom we ought 
to expect better things, not only do their 
own shaving but actually make their own 
rasars. But I must explain for the bene- 
fit of the uninitiated. A pun in the 
elegant college dialect is called a reuor, 
while an attempt at a pun is styled a sick 
fws^r. The sick ones are by far the most 
oumerotxs ; however, once in a while jom 
meet with one in quite respectable health. 
—Yale Literary Magazine. 

Readier (pugilistic), a blow. 

And our pugilistic hero felt his courage go 
to W^Q 
When the stranger started making 
matters snug, 
By landing sundry reachers on our hero's 
classic features — 
Or, in plainer phraseology, his " mug." 
— sporting Times. 

Reach-me-downs, hand- 
me-downs (common), clothes 
bought at second-band shops. 
In French " d^crochez-moi 9a." 
The phrase has now the more 
extended meaning of ready- 



made articles as opposed to 
those made to order. 

Read and write (thieyes* rhyming 
slang), flight. Also to fight. 

Reader (thieves and tinker), & 
letter, book, newspaper. 

He rubbed his hands so strongly on a 
man's body that anything in the shape of 
a piece of thread, a pencil, or a bit of 
reader (newspaper) could be discovered* 
but he never looked at the handkerchief 
which was dangled loosely between the 
thumb and forefinger. — Evening News. 

Also a pocket-book. 

"Agreed," replied the tinker; "but 
first let's see wot he has got in his pockets." 

" Vith all my 'art," replied the MnHm^n, 
searching the clothes of the victim. " A 
reader!— I hope it's well lined."— yliVs*. 
worth: Aurioi. 



(Tinkers), *• you're readered 
sooblee," you are put in the Poliee 
QauUt, my man ; there is a de- 
scription of you published. 

Read, to (Stock Exchange), to 
try to ascertain by the expres- 
sion of a man's features what 
his intentions are. 

Ready (common), money. Also 
ready stuff. 

While limiting expenses in this true 

Arcadian way. 
He bonx>wed all the ready which at her 

disposal lay. 
Promising the loan he would infallibly 
repay — 

Sm'other time. 

"Bird o' Freedom, 

Ready-gilt (thieves and popular), 
money. Vide OiLT. 
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Readying — Red. 



'RtBAymg (turf), explained by 
quotation. 

Do 700 mean to say that you don't 
know what was meant by readying Snc* 
cess? — Of course I know what it means. 
It means pulling. — Standard. 

Ready-reckoners, the > Highland 
regiments of the British army 
(Hotten). 

Ready thick 'nn (thieves and 
others), a sovereign. 

To his appetite still royal, he soon stormed 

the Caf6 RoyaU 
Where he blewed a ready thick '«« on 

some dinner. 

— Snorting Titntu 

Real jam. Fuie Jam. 

" She's rt€d jam, she is, by Jove I "—so 
said the Johnny, as he strove 
To make the very most of his position ; 
For though he in the front row sat, his 
opera-glass was levelled at 
The tasty choregraphic exhibition. 
— sporting Titms. 

Ream (theatrical), good. From 
rtam^ cream, a synonym for 
anything unusually good. 

Swetter than ani milkes rtm. — Leg. 
Caiholic^ X3th century. 

" Reaming," getting on well. 

Reckoning up (common), talking 
of, usually in a slanderous 
manner. ^ 

It was in the dressing-room, and they 
were reckoning up an absent friend in a 
manner peculiar to the profession. 

" How anybody can consider her an 
actress," sneered Tottie, " I'm sure I can't 
imagine. And 3ret she has the temerity to 
call herself an artist I " 

"And why not, dear?" said Lottie. 
"I'm sure she paints very nicely I **— 
Sporting Timu. 



Red (thieves), gold ; a red kettle, 
red clock, red 'un, a watch {red 
*un, also a sovereign). Red 
tackle, gold chain. The word 
red, signifying gold, is also 
stage slang. Same in Icelandic 
(American), a cent. 

Red eel (West American), an 
abusive term. 

"Stranger," said I, "you're a red 
Ul! "—Crockett's Almanac. 

Red flaimel (popular), the tongue. 

Red fustian (popular), port wina 

Redgfe, ridge (thieves), 'gold. 
Probably from red, which see. 

Red herring (popular), a soldier. 
" The terms," says Hotten, " are 
exchangeable, the fish being 
often called a soldier.' 
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Red kettle. Tide Kettle. 

"What did you earn on an average by 
your trade as a thief 7 " 

" Generally from two to three pounds a 
week clear. You see, I laid myself out for 
picking pockets, and I generally got two 
or three *red kettles' a week." 

"What \s z red kettle V I bquired. 
feeling ashamed of my ignorance. 

" A redketiU\s a gold watch. ''—Evening 
News, 

Red lane (common), the throat. 

Red liner (beggars), an officer of 
the Mendicity Society. 



Red rag (popular), the tongue, also 
" red flannel" In French slang 
" le chiffon rouge." 

Bah, Peter ! your red rag will never be 
itHl—Beacon^eld : Veneii^ 



Redraw — Remedy. 
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Redraw (prison), back-slang for 
warder. 

Oh, I know now! It was for shying a 
lump of wet oaknm at the redram,-—/. 
Crgenwood : Low Life Deept. 

Red ribbon (thieves), brandy. 
Red 'nn (thieves), a sovereign. 

She observed, "You'll give me some- 
thing — won't you, kid?" 
So the youth, her wish obeying, placed 
a coin down — gently saying — 
*' There's a red'un — or in other words 'a 
quid I'" 

— Sporting Times. 

Also a watch. 

Red, white, and blue (popular), 
a stew made np of various in- 
gredients. 

Reefing (thieves), drawing with 
the fingers. **Jie^ng up into 
work," is drawing up the pocket 
until the portemonnaie or purse 
is within reach of the fingers. 

Reeler (thieves), a policeman. 
From his rolling gait when 
sauntering about. 

One of my pals said, " There is a reeler 
over there who knows me, we had better 
split out" — Horsley: Jottings /rom Jeui. 

Reesbin (tinker), prison. 

Refresher, a fee paid to a 
barrister daily in addition to 
his retaining fee, to remind him 
of the case intrusted to his 
care (Dr. Brewer). 

Regimental fire (military), mean- 
ijig gathered from quotation. 



The usual loyal toasts were drunk with 
much enthusiasm and hoaoored with 
regimenteU fire.—Standard. 

Regulars (thieves), a thief's share 
of the spoil. 

They were quarrelling about the regu- 
lars. — Times. 

Reig^, to (Australian prison), to 
be at liberty. "A wire never 
rdgm long," a pickpocket is 
not long without being appre- 
hended. 

Reliever, a coat worn in turn by 
any party of poor devils whose 
wardrobes are in pawn (Hotten). 

Relieving officer (University), a 
father. 

Religious (Texas), quiet, good. It 
is amusing to hear a Texan ask 
when about to purchase a horse, 
" Is he religious t " Generally a 
mustang is anything but that. It 
means. Is he free from vice 7 and 
as Texan horses are notorious 
for sulking and kicking, the in- 
quiry seems a trifle superfluouSi 

Remedy (Winchester School), 
(quasi dies remissionis), on Tues- 
day or Thursday. If there was 
any reasonable excuse, prefect 
of hall used to go up«^ the 
doctor after chapel and asked 
if they might have a refnedy. 
If this was granted the doctor 
gave him a ring {remedy ring), 
and there was a half-holiday, 
except that all who had not 
studied had to sit in hall from 
9 to II A.M. There is still a 
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Remedy — Rhino. 



remedy everj Thorsdaj in cloister 
time. There used formerly to 
be a rem/edy every Tuesday and 
Thursday, now there is only a 
half rfm. 

A holiday at Winchester is termed a 
Ttmtdy ..." remiday," t.r., remiksioo 
day. — Pa*c0€ : Our Public Schools, 

Remi (Westminster School), re- 
mission from tasks. 

Renoyator (tailors), one who does 
repairs. 

Rent (old cant), to collect the 
rewty to rob travellers on the 
highway. A rtrU collector, a 
robber of money only. 

Reptile (American cadet), a new 
cadet. 

Re-raw, to be on the (popular), 
to be on a prolonged drunken 
spree. 

Respon (tinker), to steal 

Resurrection (tailors), the warm- 
ing up of some previous leaving. 

Resurrection pie (common), a pie 
supposed to be made of scraps 
and leavings. 

Ret (printers), a pressman or ma- 
chine-minder terms the second 
side of a sheet or " reiteration " 
thus. 

Retree (printers), a term derived 
from the French retri6, picked 
again, and used by printers 
and stationers to denote out- 
side or bad sheets in a ream. 



An equivalent perhaps to the 
old term *'Cassie" paper, quoted 
by Mozon, 1683. The term is 
indicated by stationers by two 
crosses ( x x ). 

Returned empty (clerical), un- 
charitable name for retired 
colonial bishops of the class 
that the late Bishop Blomfield 
described as forming the "Home 
and Colonial ** Episcopate. 

Revelation (American), to have 
a revelatum, to take a drink. A 
phrase invented by C. F. Browne. 

Smith did a more flourishing business 
in the prophet line than Brigham Young 
does. Smith used to have his little rroe- 
latiom almost every day — sometimes two 
before dinner. Brigham Young only takes 
00c once in a while. — Arttmus IVard: 
Brighatn Young. 

Will you have a reothUion^ Mr. Jones, 
an outpouring of the spirit — Monongahela 
or brandjr— I've got 'em both^-^S'. Courur: 
Hmrd and Fast, 

Reriver (common), a drink, a 
'* pick-me-up *' or stimulant. 

It was but twelve o'clock, and therefore 
early for revivers of any sort.— Tks Golden, 
ButUrfly. 

Reward (kennel), dogs' or hounds' 
. supper. Also the blood and en- 
trails of the objects of chase. 

R'ghoglin, gogh'leen (tinker), to 
laugh. 

Rhino (common), money, 

Why gold and silver 
Should be christened rhitiOy 

As I'm a sinner. 
Blow me tight if I know. 

—Pmstch. 



Rhino — Rib-roaster. 
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If my rhino had lasted longer I might 
have got into worse company stilL — Grttn- 
wo0d: Odd PeopU in Odd Plactt. 

The word rhino can be traced 
back to the restoration of 
Charles II. The Seaman's Adieu, 
an old ballad dated 1670, has the 
following : — 

Some as I know 
Have parted with their ready rinc. 

Dr. Brewer suggests that it 
came from the German rinos^ a 
nose, alluding to the Swedish 
nose-tax. Other suggested de- 
rivations are the Scottish rino 
and the Spanish rifidny meaning 
kidney; "toner cubierto el 
riadn" signifies to be wealthy. 
Again it may have been coined 
from the phrase, ** to pay 
through the nose," t.«., to pay a 
high price. 

" Probably as a Yorkshire and 
Northern word from the Scan- 
dinavian or Danish ren or reno^ 
fine, brilliant, shining; a com- 
mon synonym in every language 
for money, as the * shiners/ 
In the Icelandic Skaldespraket, 
or poets* language (a part of the 
Edda), the word Khine (Rhen- 
floden) is, however, given as one 
of the twenty terms for gold,' 
because the great treasure of 
the Nibelungen lies in it " (C. G. 
Leland: Notes). 

Rhlnoceral, rich. Vidt Rhii^o. 

Thou shah be rhinocemly my lad, thou 
shalt. — Shadwtll: Squire 0/ A Isatia. 

Rhyme-slinger, a vulgar term for 
a poet. 
VOL. II. 



" Poetic license," said Doss Chiderdoss* 
" is all very well, but you have to pay for 
it now and again." 

" Exactly," observed Miss Park P^ngs. 
" I suppose you have to take out a license 
the same as you do for dogs." 

But the highly indignant rhynu-slingtr 
had rushed off to Yaughan's to get a stoup 
df liquor. — Sporting Timts. 



Rib (popular), a wife ; of Biblical 
origin. 

Rib bender (pugilistic), a violent 
blow in the ribs. 

If it had killed the man, he deserved it, 
the rough fellow. I afterwards heard that 
it was some time before he recovered the 
rih-hendtrYie got from the fat show-woman. 
— Hindley: Life and Adventure* of a 
Cheap Jack. 

Ribbers (pugilistic), blows in the 
ribs. 

Yet, sprightly to the scratch both buffers 

came, 
While ribbers rung from each resounding 

frame. 

— Thomas Moore : Works, 

Ribbon (popular), gin or other 
spirits. Vide Red Ribbon. 

Ribbons (common), the reins ; to 
handle the riJbhoMt to drive. 

Rib-roaster, colloquially a rap 
across the body at singlestick. 
Much resorted to iji the old 
cudgelling or " backswording " 
play for the purpose of trying 
to bring the opponent's guard 
down, and thus obtain an open- 
ing at his head. An old term. 

And he departs, not meanly boasting 
Of his magnificent rUt-roasting. 

— Hudibreu. 

M 
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Rice^bags — Rig, 



(Pugilistic), a smart blow in 
the ribs. 

There's a reg:u!ar riS-romstrr for yon t 
7. BttU : Verdoftt Grten. 



Rice-bags (popular), trousers. 

Richard (schools), a dictionary. 
From the abbreviation die (Dick) 
of dictionary. 

Ricochet (American cadet), gay, 
splendid. . 

Ridgecully (old cant), a goldsmith. 
From rid'jtt gold, and cuUy, man. 

Riding on the cheap. Fide Duck, 

DOINQ A. 

Riding the donkey (thieves), 
cheating in weight. 

Rig (booksellers). .H. J. Byron 
says a rij is a term which 
signifies in the book trade a 
sale by auction, where the lots 
are " missed " by the proprietor 
or proprietors. And a leading 
bookseller says that these rigs 
have now (1868) become a re- 
cognised feature in the business. 
Rig is good English for sportive 
trick, lively frolic, bit of mis- 
chief. The rig in auction sales 
is a trick by which the dealers 
agree not to bid against one 
another, buy low, and resell by 
a mock auction called "knock 
out.'* A man is said to have the 
rig run upon him when he has 
to undergo a number of false 
imputations. 

Right as rain (popular), quite 
right, safe, comfortable. 



There was mx of tu took the rattler at 
King's Cross by the first train in the 
morning, and we'd got three briefi and a 
old 'un with the date socked oS— right as 
rmin we was I We got a kerridge all to 
ourselves, nice and comfortable.— «S/tfr/»c/- 
Titrus. 

Right man (tailors), the workman 
who makes the right forepart, 
and finishes the coat. 

Right smart (American), a *' right 
tmart of work," a large amount 
of work ; the phrase is further 
explained by the following quo- 
tation. 

Mayor Hewitt has laid out what they 
call in the far West " a rig^t smart of 
work," and it will be interesting to see 
what the less energetic aldermen are going 
to do about it.— AVw I'ork Times, 

Right tmart chance, many, 
much, a good occasion. 

Rights, to (thieves), to have one 
to rights, to be even with him. 

. "You are to righU this time," 
there is a clear case against yon. 

Right up to the handle (Ameri- 
can), thoroughly ; ** he is a good 
fellow uptothe handle,* 



11 



Rigs (popular), clothes. From 
the expression *' to rig out^" " to 
rig up," which see. 

I fancy that the style is neat, 
Look at my tile, and twig my feet. 
With rigs like mine you seldom meet, 
Ehl Rather I 
— //. Ross : Tko HusbmtuFs Boat. 

Rigt to (Stock Exchange), to nn- 
duly inflate a security by fair 
means or foul. (Mercantile), 
to rig the market, to play tricks 



Rig — Ring. 
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so as to defraud purchasers. 
(Popular), "to rig out," "to 
rig up," to dress. From a sea 
phrase. Giyen as good English 
bj some dictionaries, but chiefly 
used by slang-talking people. 

Tom and I sent out all our own clothes 
to pa\im, so as to r(f «> a seedy toff 
(handle to his name and all) and send him 
in to bet, while we ourselves spent the day 
in bed without a pair of breeches between 
us. — sporting Timts, 

Rikker, rik (gypsy), to carry, 
keep, retain.' Rikker adr^ 
sJterro, to remember. 

**Rtkk*r lis adr« tlTo ktfkerds a te Ice- 
knoll jin lis"—" Keep it in your own soul 
and nobody will know it." 

** Rikker yer noki trushnee* *—" Carry 
your own bsiskcts."— <?x^ Pretftrht, 

Rlnder (University), an outsider. 
Used at Queen's. 

Ring (American), a combination 
of financiers, manufacturers, or 
politicians, formed to advance 
their own interests, and very 
often to rob the public Thus 
the object of the great whisky 
ring, a coalition of distillers, was 
to evade the revenue laws. 

Take the case of New York City, with 
hi enormous revenues, by way of illustra- 
tion. The political rings and gangs year 
after yeu despoil that revenue so that 
there is little or nothing to show for it. 
The helpless taxpayers are systematically 
robbed, and the financial administration 
of the city and coimty is rotten with cor* 
mption. — American Newspaper. 

This term is now common 
in England. Formerly to go 
through the ringt to take ad- 



vantage of the Insolvency Act, 
or to be " whitewashed." 



dropper. Vide Ring-dbop- 

PINO. 

Tom's evil genius did not . . . mark 
him out as the prey of ringnlroppers^ pea 
and thimble-riggers, duffers, louters, or 
any of those bloodless sharpers.— Z>ftcl»iur ; 
Martin CkuMaievrit. 

Ring-dropping (thieves), offering 
for sale to a passer-by a brass 
ring, or other spurious article, 
alleged to have been found just 
in front of the intended victim, 
or scraping acquaintance with a 
stranger by asking him if he is 
the owner of a ring which the 
sharper pretends to have picked 
up. 



the horse-shoes (tailors), 
a welcome to a man who has 
been out boozing or drinking. 

Ring in, to (American), to ring 
in, to force or insinuate oneself 
into company where one is not 
wanted, or to which one does 
not belong. It is applied to 
getting the better of in almost 
every sense. Probably from the 
English "ringing the changes." 
Also to rtfi^ into. The term was 
about 1845 generally associated 
with Beau Hickman, a notorious 
low adventurer who made it 
popular. (Cardsharpers), to ring 
tn, to add surreptitiously or 
substitute cards in a pack. 

The gang disappeared withj" the ■poQ,'* 
and when tha cturds were counted sixty 
over the usual number were found to hart 
btan rung in*—SpartiHg Times, 
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Ring — Rinse. 



To ring in a cold deck, to 
substitute a fresh pack, in which 
the cards are prearranged. 

One day he got half-a-dozen tinhorn 
gamblers together, and between them they 
rttn^ in a cold deck in a faro-box. — F. 
Francis : Saddle and Moccasin, 

Ringster (American), a member 
of a noisy clique, political or 
otherwise, whose object is to 
profit its members at public 

expense. 

• 

The Coast Survey Bureau . . . has been 
a nest for ringsters for the last four or five 
years. — A merican Newspaper. 

Ring-tail (military), a recruit. 

Ring-tailed roarer (American). 
At first a "coon" was a great 
compliment to a pretentious, 
or brave, or indomitable man, 
then ring-tail, from the rings of 
light grey and grey black which 
are so prominent on the tail of 
the racoon. 

You're the ring-tailed squealer — less 
llian a hundred silver dollars 
Won't be offered you, I guess." 

— Ben Gualtier. 

Ring* to (thieves), to steal, by 
changing such articles as coats, 
saddles at fairs and markets, &c. 
" Ringing the changes," chang- 
ing Imd money for good, or de- 
frauding by means of a trick. 
Explained by quotation. 

The prisoner went into Simpson's and 
called for a glass of sherry, in payment for 
which he gave Miss R a half-sove- 
reign. She handed him 9s. 6d., where- 
upon he said that he had some silver, and 
adding a sixpence to the change asked 
her to give him a sovereign for that and 
the ten-shilliag piece, yrtuidx she did. Late 



in the evening he came again, and calling 
for a glass cf whisky, tried on the same 
trick, but the lady gave him into custody. 
— Daily Telegraph, 

(Conjurors), to substitute one 
object for another. From the 
slfiuig phrase "ringing the 
changes." (Up-country Aus- 
tralian), to patrol round and 
round cattle. 

You'll have to ring them. Pass the 
word for all hands to follow one another 
in a circle. — A. C. Grant. 

(American), to make a noise, 
to burst out with turbulent 
conduct. 

Next time you ring I am coming for 
you. — F. Francis : Saddle and Moccasin. 

Ring up, to (up-country Aus- 
tralian), to patrol round, to 
keep riding round a^d round 
a herd, which has to be done 
when they are unsteady, and 
inclined to make a bolt or 
stampede. It cows the cattle, 
who imagine that they are sur- 
rounded, and enables the stock- 
men to see where mischief is 
brewing. 

Gradually they drop into a steadier pace, 
and at last with panting chests, loUing-out 
tongues, and glaring eyes, are driven into 
a mob of quiet cattle^ which are found feed- 
ing handy. Fing them up. Mix them 
well with the quiet ones, and let them 
stand a little.— .4. Grant: Bush Life in. 
Queensland, 

Rinkeno rinkni, rdnkini (gypsy), 
pretty, beautiful. (Hindu, rd/n- 
ginif gaily coloured), 

Rinse (society), drink. 

I suggested that something aml»osial we'd 
quaff, 
CThtrituef Do 70a cotton to phis?) 



Rip — Rise. 
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'Twas Arcadia for nearly a day and a 
half. 
(Goodwood winnings squared the bii.). 
— Bird o* Fnedom, 

Rip (old cant), "a poor devil." 
Dutch slang, gone, lost. J. 
Teirlinck remarks that "%* w 
rip "—"he is n>/' or **gone," 
comes naturally from the R. I. P. 
of the tombstones. (Common), 
a rake. Corruption of repro- 
bate, according to Hotten. 

Ripe (old), drunk. 

Rip, let it (society), let matters 
follow their course, go to the 
deuce. From an American 
phrase in reference to a steam- 
ship, "Zet htr Wp, I*m insured," 
i.e., let her burst, &c. 

Rip out, to (American), impati- 
ently giving vent or expression 
to one's feelings or opinions, to 
*• rap out." 

When brought face to face with his 
opponent, his smarting sense of injustice 
caused him to rip out what he thought of 
the whole matter. 

Ripper (common). A ripper may 
be a really good fellow, a very 
fast horse, a good play or part, 
in short, it is applied to any 
one or anything superlatively 
good. From an Americanism 
" to rip," to go at a great pace, 
the metaphor being in an asso- 
ciation of ideas between speed 
and excellence. 

Ripping (common), a popular 
superlative of the present day. 



An emphasising term to express 
excellent, pleasant, amusing, 
charming, elegant, kc Vide 

KiPPSB. 

Why, I've been a thinkin' on yer as 
bein' dead lots and lots of times, old SmiiT, 
since the last time we seed you, and here 
you are dressed rippin. — Tkt Littlt 
Ragam-uffins, 

"Did you enjoy the Easter festivals 
much ? " asked the poetess of the widower. 

*^ Ripping" responded the bereaved.— 
Bird o' Fretdom. 

Ripping and staving along. Vide 
Full Drive. 

Rip, to (American), to tear along 
headlong. "Ripping and tear- 
ing along like sill possessed." 
Commonly heard as "Let her 
rip / " As it implies going reck- 
lessly on to destruction, it has 
been ingeniously derived from 
the letters R. I. P. (reqxiiescat in 
pace)t often seen on gravestones. 
Also to swear, curse. 

While I was cooking supper the old 
man took a swing or two, and got sort of 
warmed up, and went to ripping again. — 
Advtntures of Huckleberry Finn. 

Rise (common), to take a rise out 
of a person is to outwit, quiz, 
or make him the subject of a 
jest. A metaphor from fly-fish- 
ing. 

Gig-lamps, I vote we take a rise out of 
the youth.— C. Bede : Verdant Green, 



According to the author of 
"Sam Slick," to get or take a 
rite out of any one is specially 
American ; but it is very sel« 
dom heard in the United States, 
while it is common in England. 
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Rise — Roast, 



It means simply the vulgar and 
almost obsolete practice of quiz- 
ting, or rendering a man ridi- 
culous, sometimes by directly 
mortifying him, at others by 
drawing him out. It is not 
to be found in fiartlett's Dic- 
tionary of Americanisms ; but 
it is given in Hotten as Eng- 
lish, specially as Oxford Uni- 
versity slang. 

Rise a barney, to (patterers. 
Punch and Judy), to ooUect a 
crowd. 

River rats, men who plunder the 
bodies of drowned persons. 

" It pays better, if a man has got the 
heart to do it, to rob a body and let it 
drift" 

*' Or rob it first, and take it ashore 
afterwards and claim the reward/' I sug- 
gested. 

" But you'll never find the regular rat 
doing that, unless it was a body there was 
a reward offered for. ... If it's only half- 
a-crown they find in the pockets, it's best 
for them to be satisfied with that, and have 
no more to do with it."—/. Greemwood : 
R»l% Tag, &» Co. 

Rivets (popular), money. 

Road assents (American), high- 
waymen. 

They went up into Virginia, and formed 
a band of sixty or seventy road agtntSf or 
highwaymen.— <?/?«/->; Fifty Yean on 
th4 Trail, 

Roaf (back-slang), four; as roaf 
gen, four shillings ; roaf yan- 
nepfl, fourpence. 

Roam on the rash, to (racing), 
is said of a jockey who does 



not ride well, who swerves from 
the straight line at the finish 
when the rush takes place. 

Roaring-boys, an old term still 
used to signify a boisterous, 
rowdy gang. 

A group of roaring'hoyt comes staggering 
np to the door. — Tkor Frtdmr: Sketches 
from Shady Places. 

Roaring forties (nautical), a term 
applied by sailors to the degrees 
of latitude between 40** and 50* 
N. — the zone of storms as far as 
the Atlantic is concerned. Also 
sometimes applied to the same 
latitudes in the Southern Sea. 

Roast brown, to (thieves), said of 
a detective who watches a man. 

I was taking a ducat to get back to town 

(I had come by the rattler to DoverX 
When I see as a reeler was roastistgme 

OfXfWttt 

And he rapped, " I shall just turn yon 



over. 



— The Referee. 



Roasting:* to give a (thieves), 
to watch as one watches meat 
which is being roasted. This 
seems to be connected with the 
phrase '*to give hot beef," to 
pursua 

I see a reeler giving roe a roasting^ so 
I began to count roy pieces for a jolly. — 
Horsley : Jottistgsfirom JaU, 

Roast, to (common), to expose a 
person to a running fire of jokes 
for the amusement and with the 
assistance of a whole company. 
(Hotten), to severely take to 
task. 



Roast — Rogue, 
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Another letter received from one W. T. 
Nelson, of Cleveland, severely ivtuts both. 
— Daily InUr-Oc^oH. 

(Thieves), said of a deteotiye 
on the watch. (Pugilistic), to 
roatt the ribs is to strike on the 
sides. 

Robert (common), a policeman. 
Also Roberto, 

When coroners sit upon corpses galore 
Of people who killed on the sly are. 
The guilt of one person is well to the fore, 

For our RobtrU so terribly fly are. 
The verdict is always conclusive enough. 

And the facts in a nutshell all shown are ; 
The peelers can prove in ways ready, if 
rough, 
These the deeds of " a person unknown " 
are. 

^^corge R. Sims: An Awful 
Character. 

Robin Red-breasts, explained by 
quotation. 

Officers attached to the Bow Street 
police-office, and who were otherwise 
known as Bow Street " nuiners," and 
sometimes, from their scarlet vests, as 
Robin Red-breasts. — Daily Telegraph. 

Roby Douglas (nautical), the 
posterior. 

Rock bottom (American), pro- 
perly basis or foundation. Also 
" hard pan.*' Metaphorically 
ruin. 

Other freight wars, covering much less ter- 
ritory than the present, have gone to rock 
bottom before any attempt has been made 
to restore rates. — American News^fer. 

Rock bottom dollar, last dollar. 

Rocked, half (popular), half- 
witted; also, "had a rock too 
much." 

Rocker, off one's (popular), mad. 



Rocker» to (gypsy), to understand. 

Can you rocker Romany, 
Can you patter flash T 
— Hindley : L\fe and Adventures 
of a Cheap Jack. 

Correctly roAiker, 

Rock of eye and rule of thumb 
(tailors), refers to doing any- 
tliing which requires scientifio 
treatment by guesswork. 

Rocks (American), small stones 
or pebbles are called rocki in 
the Southern States. 

One rash philologist essayed to prove 
that "nugget" was simply an American 
corruption of the word "ingot;" but a 
Califomian digger at once sternly negatived 
this idea by informing Europeans that he 
had handled a few " lumfis " of gold, and 
had seen some sacks full of rocks^ but that 
"nuggets " had never been heard of in the 
auriferous West until the word was im- 
ported from Australia. ^-C/(?^*. 

The term is used in some 
parts of England. 

Rock, the (army), Gibraltar. 

Rocky (popular), bad, queer, 
shaky. Much used by printers. 

"Just my usual rocky luck," groaned 
the Conkster.— ^^tfff/n;^ Times, 

(Common), tipsy. 

Roglan (tinker), a four-wheeled 
vehicle. 

Rogue and pully (thieves), a man 
and woman going out to rob 
gentlemen. 

Rogue and villain (thieres' 
rhyming slang), a shilling. 
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Rogue's yam — Rom. 



Rogue's ymm, a thread of red or 
blue worsted, worked into the 
ropes manufactared in the 
Oovemment dockyards, to iden- 
tify them if stolen (Hotten). 

Roker (schools), a ruler, generally 
a flat one. Scandinavian ruk^ 
straight^ even. On the east 
coast a skate is called a roker. 

Roller (Oxford), or roll call, a 
substitute for compulsory at- 
tendance at chapel. 

Rollers (Stock Exchange), United 
Rolling Stock. 

Rolleys (popular), vehicles. 

Yet you, with rolleys and the like, 
No sympathy can feel, sir. 

But dare a crushing blow to strike 
Against the common-wheel, sir I 
— Funny Folks. 

Rolling Joe (old cant), a smartly 
dressed fellow. Also "flashy 
blade." 

Roll of snow (thieyes), a 
piece of Irish linen (Ducange 
Anglicus). 

Roll on (Shrewsbury School), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

Anything approaching swagger is 
severely rebuked ; there is no more ob* 
jectionable quality than that understood 
by the expression "He's got such a horrid 
roll on. " — Fascoe : Everyday Life in our 
Public SchooU. 

Roll your hoop (tailors), go ahead, 
you are all rigl^t. 

Rom (gypsy), a gypsy, one of the 
Romany race. The etymology 
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of the word is uncertain. It 
would appear to have some 
affinity to the Hindn roin-jia, of 
Sanskrit origin, "to roam." 
These wanderers are now gene- 
rally admitted to have come 
from Northern India, and pro- 
bably a mixture of the J&t, 
Dom, and other wanderers who, 
being driven out of India, about 
the tenth century coalesced 
and went to the West. 

The writer believes that the 
ancestors of the gypsies most 
be sought, so far as name at 
least is concerned, among the 
Dom, a very low caste in India. 
But in the north of India, in 
the hill country, there are the 
Domar or Dom allied to them 
who are not by any means so 
degn^aded. D and R are con- 
vertible in Indian tongues, and 
dot, a wooden spoon in Hindu, 
is roy in gypsy. The writer has 
met with a Hindoo who de- 
clared that he once belonged 
to a tribe of Indian gypsies 
who called themselves Rom. 
He said that in their peculiar 
language maro or mSLnro was 
bread. This is the word for 
bread in all gypsy dialects, but 
it is not found in any Indian 
tongue. Mr. Grierson, however, 
following the indication as to 
the Dom, discovered in India 
that among the Bihar Doms, 
maro means wheat. 

As mandy was pirryin' pre the drom, 
I dicked the patteran of a Rom^ 
Of a Romany chal as I did know 
And the nav o' the mOsb 'os Petdlen* 
gro — 



Roman — Rook. 
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** As I was going along the way 
I saw the sign where a gypsy lay, 
Of a gypsy man whom I did know. 
And the nam« of that man was PetiUen* 
gro. 

Roiiuui fall (common), another of 
the absurdities of posture in 
walking which seem to ran 
periodically like an epidemic 
through the ranks of the shal- 
low- witted and idle members of 
the community. It consisted in 
throwing the head well forward 
and the small of the back well 
in while walking. 

Romany (gypsy and thieves), a 
gypsy. 

And here I am, pals, merry and free, 
A regular rollicking romany. 

— Aifuworth: Rookwood. 

A Twaany rye, a gentleman 
who talks Romany, who asso- 
ciates with gypsies, and is 
familiar with their ways. 

Rome-vile, Rumville (old cant), 
London. 

A gage of ben Rom -bouse 
In a bousing ken of Rom-vile. 

— Tht Roaring Girle. 

From rum, great (which see), 
and French vilU; or old Eng- 
lish viU, a village. 

Rook (common), a cheat, 
cardsharper. In opposition to 
"pigeon," a dupe. John Bee, 
in his dictionary of the turf, 
ring, &c., give9 the following 
definition of rookt of the period 
— " Fellows about gambling- 
houses who are employed in 
plucking well-fledged pigeons, of 



every quality, from the thoroogh- 
paced gent down to the marker. 
They may be engaged either in 
actual play, in acting the con- 
federate, in procuring loans, in 
forcible robbery, in breaking 
the pigeon's neck downstairs, 
or, finally, fighting him with 
pistols by way of finish." 

Duncourt would fain be thought both iprit 

and bully, 
But punk -rid Radcliffe's not a greater 

cully, 
Nor tawdry Isham, intimately known 
To all pox'd whores, and famous rooks in 

town. 

—Earl of Roches ttr: Works. 

The papers give an account of the 
" International pigeon shooting at Monte 
Carlo." This ts very curious. We should 
have thought that there were no "pigeons"' 
to shoot at, considering the number of rooks 
there. — Funny Folks. 

Also a clergyman. In French 
corheau. (Tailors), a very badly- 
dressed or dirty person. 

Rookery (common, formerly 
thieves' cant), thickly-populated 
courts and alleys inhabited by 
very poor people, as in the East 
End. 

He owns the rookery whence, by roguish 

sleight, 
From bodily ill and spiritual blight 
Greed sucks a rich subsistence. 

—Punch, 

Rookey (army), a recruit ; from 
the black coat some of them 
wear. (Conmion), rascally. 

Rook, to (common), to ease a 
player of his money; without 
any particularly offensive mean- 
ing. Also to cheat 
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Roorback — Roriy, 



Roorback (American), a canard, 
a hnmbng. Chiefly used in 
politics. Said to be derived 
from one Rohrbach, a famous 
impostor. 

*' If dey say a candjrdate am all right 
dat's a roorback; if dey say he am all 
wrong dat's anoder ? " 

" Exactly."— i?^/n>iV Frte Preu. 

Roost (common), a dwelling. 
Rooster (American), a cock. 

Go ahead! cock-a-doodle-doo 1 and he 
crowed like a real live roosUr. — Stun 
SlUk. 

(Old cant), queer rootter, a per- 
son who shams sleep. 

Roosting ken (thieves), lodging- 
house, inn. 

Roost over one, to (American), 
to get the better of. 

Roost, to (common), to cheat. 
(Militaxy), explained by quota- 
tion. 

To be roosted is to be placed under ar- 
rest.—^. Barrirg: Argot a$id SUutg. 

Rooter (popular), anything good 
or of first quality. 

Rooti (Indian army), soldiers thus 
term their ration bread. Hindu 
roiif bread. 

Root, to (schools and London), to 
give one a kick behind. 

Ropes (schools), one who plays 
••half-back'* atfootbalL (Nauti- 
cal), on the high voptM^ angry. 
(Common), to know the fx>pf«, 



to be conversant with the 
minutise of metropolitan dodges, 
as regards both the streets and 
the sporting world (Hotten). 

Rope, to (turf), to roipt one's 
horse, to hold him in in a race 
in such a manner as not to be 
^rceptible to lookers-on. This 
is done when a man is betting 
against his own horse. 

Though we are as deaf as posts, and as 
dumb as the jockey with orders to ro^ his 
mount. — Bird o' Freedom, 

Ropper (popular and thieves), a 
comforter. 

Hulking, heavy-jawed gentlemen, with 
a great deal of the lower part of the face 
hidden in the thick folds of a roofer, and 
with close-fitting caps and seafaring- 
looking jackets, into the side pockets of 
which the hands are thrust deep as the 
wrists, as though in guard of the neat 
and elegantly finished tools of his trade 
— the "jemmy," the skeleton keys, the 
life-preserver. — Grumvood: In StruMge 
Company, 

Rorty (costermongers), a compli- 
mentary adjective indicating 
rarity. It is more likely to have 
come from the German Jews, 
who continually 'speak of any- 
thing choice as a rorUiU^ than 
from the English rare. 

Still, this 'ere blooming Hanarchy, Char- 
ley, won't do at no figger, dear boy, 

A bit of a rorty romp round in the open 
a chap can enjoy, 

But brickbats and hoyster-knives 7 Walker I 
Not on in that scene, mate, not me ! 

And a bash on the nob with a baton is not 
my idea of a spree. 

—Pwtck, 

A rorty toff, an out-and-out 
swell costermonger ; a rmiy 



Rorfy — Rot. 
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dasher, a fine fellow, great 
ewelL 

Y&hl marrUse b orful qaeer paper; it's 

fatal, dear boy, as you say. 
It damps down the rvrtust dasher, it 

spiles yer for every prime lay. 
No ; gals is good fun, wives wet blankets, 

that's wot my egsperience tells. 
And the swells foUer me on that track, 

though you say as I follers the swells. 

—Ptmck. 

Rose (Punch and Judy), a bitch. 

Rose in judgment (tailors), tamed 
up. 

Roses (Stock Exchange), Buenos 
Ayres and Rosario Bailway Ordi- 
nary Stock. 

Rosh, roush, to (Royal Military 
Academy), to push about, to in- 
dulge in horseplay. Probably 
from ruih. Stop ro$hing also 
means hold your noise, hold 
your jaw. 

Rosin (popular), beer or other 
drink given to musicians. This 
is perhaps derived from "rosin 
up," or refresh the bow, but it 
may be observed that in Dutch 
slang ro$ means beer. To give 
rottn, to give a beating. , 

Rosser, rozzer (thieves), a new 
term for a detective. From the 
slang term to " roast," to watch, 
or more probably from the 
French rotiMe, rousiint a detec* 
tive, police. 

It was stated that the prisoner, being in 
Holbora. and seeing a detective watching 
him, called out to a companion, " There's a 
rosser!** The term b, as the magistrate 
opined, a new one.— rA# Glohe. 
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" Another wrong tm," tayt the carman. 

Hi, Mr. Grabham r'^and up walks a 
roMzer and buckles me tight.— ^S)]^0ffn|f 
Times. 

Rosy (common), wine. 

In the attempt to be picturesque, the 
device of poetry u adopted, and an object 
is represented not by the ordinary word 
representing it, but by some epithet or 
periphrasis. Thus wine has been called 
the rosy. — St. James's Gazette. 

Rotan (old), a carriage of any 
kind, originally a cart ; Anglo* 
Saxon ruotan. " Hence Rotten 
Row," says John Bee. 

Rot gnt (army), the cheapest, 
commonest, and, as shown by 
the word itself, the most un- 
wholesome kind of drink. 
Termed also '* rotto." In Ame- 
rica rough whisky. 

These thieves fuddling about in the 
public-houses, and drinking bad spirits, 
and punch, and such rot-gut stuff. — 
Hughes: Tom Brvanis School Degfs, 

Rotten (printers). This term is 
used to denote a weak or uneven 
impression in the printing of a 
sheet. 

Rotten Row (naval). Men in the 
navy say of an unserviceable 
ship, "she belongs to JUAUn 
Row:* 

Rot, to (common), explained by 
quotation. From rot, rubbish, 
nonsense. 

She kindly introduced me to the eiqwes- 
lions "chic," *'too-^oo" (which, however, 
she said, were now obsolete) ; the verb to 
rott which she explained meant to humbug 
or ballyrag.— ^Y. Jmmes*s Geuette, 
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Rough — Round. 



Rot was originally circus and 
acrobats* expression fur any- 
thing bad. 

Rough luck (Royal Military Aca- 
demy), an ejaculation of disap- 
' pointment, meaning "no luck." 

Ronghrider's wash tub (army), 
the barrack water-cart, so called 
because it is used to lay the 
dust in riding-schools. 

Ronncher, roncher (American), 
a word expressing something 
extreme, powerful, superlative, 
as, for instance, a violent wrench 
or blow. Also anything large, 
fine, or remarkable. Probably a 
modification of the old English 
rounceval, strong, large, to which 
is allied the Northumberland 
roundgCf a violent push or blow, 
also a great noise. 

Roundabout (thieves), a female 
thief s pocket, which encircles 
her body and reaches down to 
the knees, with two apertures. It 
will stand an ordinary search — 
spoons, a watch, or money sliding 
round from side to side ; and 
if the wearer be bulky, much 
larger articles pass undiscovered. 
Also the treadmill, invented 
about 1823. 

Roundabout, round robin (Ame- 
rican thieves), an instrument 
used by burglars to cut a large 
round hole into an iron chest 
or door. It is said to have been 
invented by a noted American 
burglar, known as " the Doctor." 



Whenever he cut a disk of iron 
from a **safe," he always kept 
it, and when he was finally 
arrested, forty or fifty of these 
trophies were found in his house. 

Round betting^ (turf), those who 
bet upon or against several 
horses in a race are said to bet 
round. 

Rounder (American thieves), a 
man who hang^ around faro- 
banks, but who does not play. 
A loafer who travels on his 
''shape" ({.e., trusts to dress 
and personal appearance), and 
is supported by a woman, but 
who does not get enough money 
to enable him to play faro. 
Gamblers call such men round- 
erSf outsiders, loafers. 

Round on, to (thieves and popu- 
lar), to inform on, give evidence 
against a comrade or accomplice, 
although it is used also of prison 
officials. 

Mary Anne rounded on her royal lover, 
and made the most damaging statements 
against Yivxu—Ross s Variety Paper. 

Yesterday the news was announced that 
one of the men arrested had rtmnded on 
his accomplices. — Daily Telegraph. 

Perhaps from an idea of 
turning round upon one treach- 
erously, or from the old English 
to round, to whisper, a corrupt 
form of roun or roune. Anglo- 
Saxon rUnian (Grerman raunen), 
akin to Icelandic nin, a secret, 
a whispering (Rev. A. Smythe 
Pahner: Folk Etymology). 



Round — Rovers. 
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Round 'on (popular), an unblosh- 
ingly given and well-propor- 
tioned lie (Hotten). 

Ronnd np, to (West American), 
gathering sheep, cattle, or pigs 
into a compact flock or herd. 
The metaphor of ronnding in 
the sense of massing is yery 
ancient. The Romans nsed 
** globus " in the sense of a mass. 

As toon as the round up was completed, 
the herd was taken down to the hacienda, 
where the branding was to take place. — F, 
frond* : Saddle and Moccasin, 

Used also in Australia. 

Now they are well away from the scrub, 
round them «/, if possible, and let them 
stand a few minutes to breathe. — A . Grant : 
Bush Lift in Queensland. 

Roupy (American), hoarse. 

She plays upon the pian-o, 

And twirls the light fantastic toe, 

And sings just like a roupy crow. 

— Negro Minstrel Song. 

Rouseabout (Australian up-coun- 
try), a drudge. A nrnttahovX on 
a station, like a "super" at a 
theatre, is a man who has to 
make himself generally useful — 
to do any job that may turn up, 
such as chopping wood, cleaning 
out, &c. 

It may be that the roustabout swiper who 
rode for the doctor that night. 

Is in Heaven with the hosts of the Blest, 
robed and sceptred, and splendid with 
light. 

—New South IVaUs Paper. 

Rottster, roustabout (American), 
originally any very powerful fel- 
low, now applied to a rough who 
bangs about anywhere for work. 



and specially to a deck hand, 
stoker, rough fellow. Swedish 
riMtor, a powerful rowdy, a 
roisterer. 

A fight occurred on the steamer between 
a negro rouster and the second mate. — 
Americetn Newspaper. 

Rovers, fish-hawks (American), 
women, often young and good- 
looking, who go about every 
and anywhere, into brokers' 
shops, law-offices, stores, uni- 
versities, or wherever men may 
be met, soliciting subscriptions 
or contributions for charitable 
purposes. Many of them are 
really employed by churches, 
hospitals, &c., others are cheats, 
who have many ingenious de- 
vices to obtain money. One of 

these is to inquire if Mrs. 

is at home (having previously 
ascertained the name of the 
occupant of the house), and send 
up a card. While in the draw- 
ing-room, as soon as the servant 
is gone, the t*aver steals a few 
cards from the receiver. Having 
interviewed the hostess, she 
goes to the ladies whose names 
and perhaps addresses are on 
the cards, and states that she 
was sent to them by the one 
from whom they were taken, 
and that she takes a special 
interest in the charity for which 
money is solicited. There are 
many men engaged also in 
this infamous business. Women 
also largely employ the " collec- 
tion dodge" for purposes of 
intrigue, and to make the 
acquaintance of men. Even 
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Rovers — Ruck, 



when nndertaken in good faith, 
"roving" has a demoralising 
effect on young ladies, as the 
soliciting money from ** all sorts 
and conditions of men *' always 
must. " When I first went about 
collecting for oar charity," said 
a young lady, " I was ready to 
faint whenever anybody looked 
at me, but now I shouldn't be 
afraid to ask the Old Boy him- 
self for a dollar, and not let him 
go till he paid it." 

Rowdy (popular), cash, money. 
Prolmbly a corruption of ruddy ^ 
a gold piece. Vide Ruddy. 

What gives fools wit ? 
What beautifies the dowdy? 
Hear it and blush. 
Ye servile ! 'tis the rowdy. 

— Punch, 

Rowdy- dow (common), low, 
vulgar. 

Rowing man (University), (pro- 
nounce row as in bough), one 
who lives a fast life, a spreer. 

Rowl, to (American University), 
to recite lessons well. Pro- 
vincial English rowLt to rush. 

Royal scamp (old cant), a gentle- 
man highwayman, in opposition 
to " foot scamp." 

Rubbed about (tailors), being 
rubbed about is being made a 
convenience of. 

Rubbed out (common), dead. 

Rubbs (old cant), hard shifts. 



Rub down, to (prison), explained 
by quotation. 

Such searching causes trouble, and it 
soon degenerates into a mere form even by 
the strictest officers. The mMitu optrmmdi 
is as follows : the prisoner stands at atten> 
tion with his vest unbuttoned — he raises 
his arms, holding his pocket-handkerchief 
in one hand. The officer passes his hand 
over his body, and then proceeds to the 
next man. This is called ruhHng dtmm. 
— ExHnini News. 

(Popular), to rate a person 
soundly, or take him to task. 

Rub in, to (American), persevere 
in teasing or annoying, aggra- 
vation without cessation, or 
what in French is called womUr 
tme 9U€, 

Rub of the paper, a (army), when 
any soldier wants to borrow the 
newspaper in the reading-room 
he asks for a rub of it. 

Rub out a pattern, to (tailors), to 
cut a pattern. 

Rnby, the (pugilistic), blood. 

They had heard of the "tapping of the 
claret ** and the flow of the rmhy.—Punch. 

Ruck (common), common, nn- 
distinguished crowd. German 
rfidbfn, to crowd together ; Ice- 
landic hravkir^ probably the 
true origin. 

Bat Fm quite another gness sort ; peimy 
plain, tuppence coloured, yer see, 

May do all very well for the ruck; but 
they'll find it won't amser for me ! 

^PuMck. 

(Torf), to come in with the 
met, to arrive at the winning- 
post among the unplaced horaee. 



Ruck — Ruggins. 



191 



I once knew a chappie not famed for his 
luck 
Who to punting was muchly addicted ; 
But the horses he backed to a place **in 
the rmck" 
Were with scarce an exception restricted. 
— Birdo' Freedom. 

Ruck alongf, to (Oxford), to go 
or make one go along at a great 
pace. 

Ruck on, to (popular), to tell of, 
to inform. " She's such a sneak, 
she is, always rueking on me." 

Ruction (popular), commotion, 
disturbance. Swedish rycky at- 
tack, row, convulsive excite- 
ment. 

Sure never obstruction 
Raised half such a ruction. 

— Punch. 

Hotten gives the definition 
'' an Irish row, faction fight." 

Ruddj (thieves), a gold piece. 
Icelandic rodu, red and gold. 

Ruffian, ruffin (old cant), the devil, 
alluding to the rough hair 
covering his body (as its syno- 
nym "old Harry)." rWcHAKBY. 

The bube and ruffian cly the Harman 
beck and hannans. — T. Dekktri Lan- 
tkome and CandU Light. 

Ruffian once denoted, not so 
much roughness of behaviour, 
as roughness of appearance, 
especially in the matter of hair. 
The English ruffian, in its usual 
sense, is from the Italian rnnfiano, 
a pimp ; but ruffian and ruffin are 
confused in old cant 



Ruffler (old cant), a mendicant 
who shammed the wounded sol- 
dier or maimed sailor, but who 
robbed on the highway when 
opportunity offered. Harman 
has the definition "outcast of 
serving-men who robs inferior 
beggars." 

Now in the crib, where a ruffltr may lie. 
Without fear that the traps should distress 
him. 

—Lytioni Paul Clifford. 

This seems to be derived, like 
the old French cant term nm^ieTy 
soldier, from the Italian ruffart, 
to seize, lay hands upon. 

Ruffles (old cant), handcuffs. 

Ruffle, the, the production of 
the crackling sound of a pack 
of cards, used as a flourish to a 
trick (" Modem Magic "). 

Rufimans (old cant), woods or 
bushes. 

Now bynge we a waste to the hygh pad, ' 
the ruff mans is by. — Harman : Caveat. 

From roughs and the frequent 
affix mam, as in "darkmans" 
night, " lightmans " day, &c. 

Rufijpeck (old cant), bacon. 

Red*shanks then I could lack, 
Ruffpeck still hung on my back, 
Crennam ever filled my sack. 

— The Scoundrels Dictionary. 

Ruggfer (schools), the Bugby game 
at football. 

Rngfgins (old cant), to go to 
Jiuggim, to go to sleep. From 
rug. 
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Ruggy — Rum. 



Rnggy (popular), fusty, frowsy 
(Hotten). 

Rug, it's all (old cant), it is all 
right. 

Ruin (popular and thieves), gin ; 
called also '* blue ruin.*' 

Rum, rom (old cant). This word, 
which signified great, excellent, 
superior, clever, best, &o., came 
from rum, rom, a gypsy. As in 
rom-booze, good drink. 

Piot, a common cant word used by 
French clowns and other tippling com- 
panions; it signifies nvMr-booze, as our 
gypsies call good guzzle. — Urquhart : 
Rabelais. 

Rum clan, a silver or gold 
mug; rum cod, a well-filled 
purse, a purse full of gold ; rum 
cole, a new coin ; rum cull, rich 
man, lover, best man. 

I, Frisky Moll, with my rum cull. 
Would suck in a boozing ken. 
— Friiky Molts Song,/rvm Harle- 
quin's She^pard^ a Play. 

Rum dozy, best girl, mistress, 
wife; rom«-mort, lady, queen; 
rum pad, the highroad; rum 
quick, large booty; iZom-vile, 
the great town, London. 

A gage of ben ^^Mi-bouse 
Ida bousing ken of Xom-yilc. 

— The E oaring- Girl. 

This signification survives in 
rum beak, justice of the peace ; 
rumbo, good, and rum cull, 
manager of a theatre, used by 
actors and showmen, whose 
slang phraseology is mainly 
from the gypsy and Italian ; 



also in rum-mizzler, one clever 
at effecting his escape. 

The modem rum is a word of 
many meanings, generally im- 
pl3dng something strange, queer, 
difficult, or out of the way. 

" What a rum chap you are, Tom ! " 
said Master Bales, highly amused. — Dic- 
kens : Oliver Twist. 

He came not to luncheon, all said "it 
was rum of him ! " 

— Ingoldsby Legends. 

A rider unequalled — a sportsman complete, 
A rum one to follow, a bad one to beat. 
^IVhyte-Melvillt : Songs and Verses. 

It has been said that this 
word, with its present significa- 
tion, was first applied to Roman 
Catholic priests, and subse- 
quently to other clergymen. 
Thus Swift spoke of a " rabble 
of tenants and rusty old rum» " 
(country parsons). Swift sim- 
ply uses the old gypsy cant term 
here, which meant "queer," 
hence odd. 

Rum or rom, as a gypsy word, 
was applied not only to what- 
ever concerned sport, the ring, 
and turf, but to what is "queer," 
and is still used commonly as 
such, e.g., a ** regular Roman " 
(Borrow), or rum 'un, i.e., a 
Romany. There are other old 
instances proving that the word, 
as applied to rum, a liquor, was 
regarded as a gypsy word. 

Rum beak (old cant), a synonym 
of "queer cuffin," a justice of 
the peace. 

Rum bing (thieves), a full purse. 
From the old canting rum, which 
see, and bong, a purse. 



Rum — Rummer. 
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Rum bit (old cant), a rogue. 

Rumbler (thieTes), coach ; now 
more generally a four-wheeled 
cab. 

I first held horses in the street, 
But being found defaulter, 
Turned rumbUf'* flunky for my meat. 
So was brought up to the halter. 

—CharUs HindUy: Tkt Life and 
Timtx 0/ James Catnach, 

Also a cart. 

The rMW^iW' jugged off from his feet 
And he died with his face to the city. 
— Burrowee: Death of Socrates. 

A mnning rumbiUr was a con- 
federate of thieves, who rolled 
a grinding stone, to give an 
opportunity to his accomplices. 

Rumbo (theatrical), good. Vide 
Rum. 

Rumbo ken (theatrical), a pawn- 
broker's shop. 

Rmn boozing wells (old cant), 
bunches of grapes. 

Rmn bowling (nautical), anything 
inferior or adulterated. 

Rmnboyl (old cant), the watch. 

Rmnbmnptious, rumbustious 
(popular), haughty, pompous, 
boisterous, making great fuss 
and careless of the comfort of 
others. 

Rum cull (theatrical), the mana- 
ger of a theatre. Vide Bum. 
The rum euU of the casa, pro- 
prietor, landlord of lodgings. 
VOL. II. 



Rum-dropper (old cant), a vintner. 

Rum duke (old), a half-witted, 
awkward boor. 

Rum-gagger (nautical), a cheat 
who tells wonderful stories of 
his sufferings at sea to obtain 
money. 

Rum glimmer (old cant), king of 
the link-boys, rogues who, under 
colour of lighting people, robbed 
them. 

Rum-gutlets (old cant), a canary 

Rum homee of the case (itiner- 
ants), the master of the show, 
the mistress being the "rum 
dona of the case." 

Rum-hooper (old cant), a drawer. 

Rum-Johnny (Anglo-Indian), a 
low class of natives who ob- 
tained employment on the 
wharves of Calcutta. Among 
soldiers and sailors, a prostitute. 
From the Hindu rdn^^M, a 
dancing-girl (Anglo-Indian Glos- 
sary). 

Rumley (old cant), well. Vide 
Rum. Whid rumley, speak welL 

Rdmmer, romer» rSmado, or ro- 
taudo (gypsy), to marry, married. 
From rom, a husband, or a gypsy- 
man. In Coptic romi has the 
same meaning. 

" Te vel tu si rummado mishto, 
Te vel tu rumessa sigan, 

N 
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Rum — Run-down. 



Latch r9a ke nuindy shorn knthto 
Te sar mOri Romany shan" — 

'* So if y«a will marry me early, 
So if I'm soon wedded to thee. 
You'll find that I really am good 
As any real gj'psy can be. " 

^Jmnet Tnckty, 

Rnm mill (American), a grog- 
gery. 

I^ummj (popular), qaeer. Tvi^ 
Rum. 

True, out in foreign perts parties practise 
rummy starts. 

—Punch. 

Rum ned (old cant), a fool, mad- 
man. 

Rump, to (popular), to turn the 
back upon one. 

Rumpty or tooth (Stock Ex- 
change), a thirty-second part of 

Rumpus (popnlar), a noise, dis- 
turbance. From rowip. 

It is very fortunate too, sir, . . . since 
when the finale comes, there will probably 
be a bit of a rumfui that we are not very 
full of compaay just now.—/* Grt€nwo0d: 
Dick Temple. 

Rum, to come it (popular), to do 
foolish things. 

Rum Tom Pat (old cant), a real 
clergyman. 

"What» are Moll and you adamed?" 
"Yes, we arc, and by a rum^ Tom Pat 
too. " — Parker : Varieiated Character*. 

Rum 'un (pugilistic), a blow that 
fairly settles a man. 



Rumy (gypsy), a wife; feminine 
of rom. 

Run (common), the suooess of a 

play, according to the number 
of performances. 

The penny "gaflf" is usually a aaall 
place, and when a specially atrocious 
piece produces a corresponding rw«, the 
'^ house" b incapable of containing the 
vast number of boys and firls who nightly 
flock to see it. Scores would be turned 
away from the doors, and their halfpence 
wasted, were it not for the worthy pro- 
prietor's ingenuity.— {rrvincc(i«M/.- Seven 
Curtes ^London, 

To get the run upon one, to 
haye the upper hand, the advan- 
tage over him. 

Run a bluff, to (West American), 
to outwit ; in English slang, to 
" bounce." 

"You got the stock, though?" "Oh, 
yes ; I run a bluff o/a 'em. They said they 
wasn't driving 'em anyhow, but they got 
started in the trail ahead of 'em, and it 
wasn't their business to turn 'em." — F. 
FraetcU : SeuUUe and Moccasin. 

Run against a pill, to (American), 
to encounter a bullet, to be 
shot. 

He had always told him he'd run plumb 
e^in' a pill some day if he wan't blanked 
careful like. — Drake* s Metgeuine : He 
Died Game. 

Ron big, to (turf), a horse that 
runs when too fat, not in train- 
ing. 

It is agreed that the colt ran big^ but 
the short lapse of time will hardly be 
sufficient to get the lumber off him. — 
Bird 0' Freedom. 



Run-down (French pratieable and 
pomt). The sloping carpeted 



Rung — Runner. 
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bridge rnnning from a oonjoror's 
stage into the aaditorinm (Ro- 
bert Hoadin and Hoffmann). 

Rnngf (up-country Australian). 
The process of being rung or 
"ring-barked" consists in the 
bark being cat right through 
all round the tree a few feet 
above the ground, which is 
done to kill the large gum-trees 
which encumber and draw so 
much moisture from the pastur- 
age. It is much practised in 
Australia. 

Their road at first lay between pad- 
docks interspersed with a few trees rung 
and mostly dead. — D. B. IV. S laden: 
A Sumffur Christmas. 

Run in, to (popular), to appre- 
hend and take to the police 
station. 

Occasionally someunfortunateis pounced 
npon, rudely handled, and run in.-Satur- 
«U^ Revieiv. 

It's bad enough to get run in even of one's 

own free will ; 
But to get run in for some one else it 

makes me sick and ill. 
And my boss'U get to know it, since the 

oof I cannot rai>e, 
And I shall get the blooming chuck as 

well as fourteen days. 

— Sporting Tinus. 

This phrase is not recent, but 
it was seldom heard out of 
policemen's circles until the 
* chorus of gendarmes in Offen- 
bach's " Genevieve de Brabant " 
made it familiar to the public. 
It maj have been derived from 
the old Bow Street runners, the 
predecessors of modem con- 
stables. The process varies 



aooording to the offender. 
Some need the "policeman's 
grip," whereby the left hand of 
the prisoner, palm upwards, if 
grasped by the left of the con- 
stable, whose right passes under 
the upper part of the prisoner's 
arm, grasps his waistcoat, and 
being straightened, forms a lever 
which makes him helpless, and 
would even dislocate his shoul- 
der or break his arm if he 
resisted. Then there is the 
"frogs* march" (which see). 
French policemen sometimes 
use a process by which even 
the strongest man is rendered 
quite helpless. The officer's 
left hand is fixed at arm's 
length from behind on the 
prisoner's coat-coUar, while his 
right lifts him slightly by the 
seat of his trousers. The man, 
being thus placed out of the 
perpendicular, and almost on 
tip-toe, can then be forced on 
at a swift pace. 

Run it, to (American cadet), to 
go beyond bounds without 
having previously obtained per- 
mission to do so. 

Rtmner (popular), a wava 

All of a sudden I get on a runmr 
mountains high, and bang on the beach 
goes her bow. — Brighton Beach Loafer. 

(Stock Exchange), a man in 
the employ of a broker, who 
having a private connection, 
spends his time running from 
client to client in quest of 
orders. 



196 



Running — Run, 



Running^ glazier (old cant), a thief 
who pretended to he a glasier. 

Rtmning nimble, the (old cant), 
going about with a grinding- 
stone as a pretence to give 
accomplices an opportnnitj for 
picking pockets. 

I shall go upon the nmtdng' rwmMe 
if you will go with me, Cock-a-bnsi.— 
Parker: Variegated Characters. 

Running snavel (old cant), a thief 
who watched children going to 
school to rob them. Swedish 
tndf (snaye), close, mean. 

Ron of jour teeth (Canadian), 
board ; as in the phrase, '* I 
pay so much for the run of my 
teeth** i.e.t my boarding expenses 
are so much. The run gene- 
rally refers to keeping, manag- 
ing, carrying on. 

Ron one's face, to (common), to 
get credit. Vide FACE. 

Since all my money now is gone. 
And I have naught to live upon ; 
Grant me, O Lord, the special grace 
For meat and bread ta run my fact, 
— Harper' t Magaaitu, 

Run one's week, to (American 
nniversity), to trust to chance 
for success. 

Run rigs, to (old cant), to play 
pranks. 

Run straight, to (society). This 
is one of the commonest expres- 
sions in society as applied to 
ladies, and it means that a lady 
is virtnouB and faithful to her 



husband. It is borrowed from 
racing parlance, where a hone 
is talked of as running straight. 

These foolish ones are content to do 
what is considered the smart thing, know^ 
ing as they do that many in oar gossiping 
and scandal>mongering society will attri- 
bute to them the worst of motires, and 
class them with those who do not rmm 
straight. — Saturday Review. 

Run the rule over (prison), to 
search a person for stolen pro- 
perty or contraband articles. 

I was going through Shoreditch, when 
a reeler from Hackney, who knew me 
well, came up and said, *' I am going to 
run the rule over jo\x."—HersUy: Jet- 
tings /ram JaiL 

Run through, to (American 
thieves), when gamblers play 
with a " sucker " (t.«., a novice), 
and do not g^ve him a chanoe 
to win a single bet, and clean 
him out without loss of time. 

Run, to. This verb is applied in 
England to several meanings 
besides the legitimate one, but 
in the United States it has taken 
a much wider range. Thus a 
man ruM a grocery, a shop, a 
bank, or a church ; and if he be 
a mayor, or a very influential 
person in a community, he is 
said to run the town. *'I am 
running Latin just now," said a 
schoolboy, meaning that he was 
studying it 

Last week a horse in Doluth found a 
keg of lager with the head knocked in, and 
being thirsty, he drank it almost dry. la 
ten minutes he was waltxing about on his 
hind-legs, and remarking to every one 
whom he met, that if he didn't run that 
turn, he would like to ^pow who the 
d 1 dkL— JfMMMMte Nemspetptr. 
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Some bcople rwtu de beaatifol. 

Some works philoaophie ; 
Der Breitmann solre de infinide 

Ash TOD eternal spree t 

— Brtittmum in JCohsos. 

The term is being used in 
England. 

To have a big boom was the general rage» 
And every man's dream was tff run or to 
"boss" all. 

— Punch, 

(American), the term is often 
applied to keeping of a house- 
hold. *' How much does rvnnifi^ 
your house cost you ? " 

(Common), to run the show, 
to be the manager of any place 
of entertainment, theatre, circus, 
&c. 

These two boys that run the shows in 
Argyle Street and elsewhere. — Bird 0* 
Frttdom. 

Run up, to, explained by quota- 
tion. 

Anyhow there, they were, and it re* 
quired no uncommon degree of penetra- 
tion to discover that their chief aim was 
to take note of every bid that was made 
by an unfortunate whose goods had been 
seised and run him up most villainously. 
I feel quite convinced that many persons 
who had come to repurchase their furniture 
m^ht have got it, taking it at its market 
value, at half the sum they had to pay. — 
Grunwood: In Strange Comptmy. 

Mp (gypsy), silver; rUpeno, of 
silver. From the Hindu rup, 
silver. Hence the French slang 
term rupin, rich, handsome, 
splendid. In Danish slang rup 
signifies gold. 

Rttsh (Australian), the opening of 
a new gold-field, from the rush 



which is made to new digg^ng^. 
(Up-coxmtry Australian), a stam- 
pede of cattle. 

A confused whirl of dark forms nwept 
before him, and the camp so full of life a 
minute ago is desolate. It was a nwA, a 
stampede.—^. C. Grant, 

(Common), on the ruth, ie., 
in a hurry. 

The lumberer's lurch, as he roams on 
the rush. 

^■^Piniing Times. 

Rnshed (up-country Australian), 
charged by an animal. (Ameri- 
can), very busy, hurried. 

Some day when Uncle Sam isn't rushed, 
we hope he will melt over his old mail 
boxes and cast some new ones big enough 
to stick a paper into. — Detroit Tribune. 

Rnahers (football), the members 
of a football team who run with 
the ball. 

American football teams are made up as 
follows— one full*back, two half-backs, one 
quarter'back, and seven rushers. ^Spcrt' 
ing Life. 

Rush, to (common), to ruth a 
person, to hurry him. 

Do, but try and make it Japanese if 
you can ; it's just possible he might twig 
if we rushed him, don't you know, and 
then I should suffer. — Bird o' Freedom, 

(American), to ru$h a bill, to 
hurry through a bill. 

To rush a bill is an expression well 
known in the American Senate, and occa- 
sionally also used here. — CornhiU Maga- 
sine. 

Russer, rusher (American), a heavy 
player, a "plunger," a dashing, 
sensation-causing man ; applied 
to politicians, clergymen, &c. 
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Rust— Ryder, 



Rust (popular), to nab the ncii, 
to take offence, get angry, tur- 
bulent. For deriration vide 

RUBTY. 

Rustler (American), explained by 
quotation. 

1 just tell yoa, he's a r$ui/tr. Now a 
rustier is a great Western word, and ex- 
presses much. It means a worker, ao 
tnergetic man, and no skxich can be a 
rustltr.—MorUy RobtrU: Tk« WesUm 
AxmrMut, 

A rowdj, rough. 

The habit of removing the hat at restau> 
rant tables, which came some years ago, 
has be?n followed by other reforms no 
less notable, and what may be called the 
atmosphere of the street has clearly less 
of the rustUr about it -*Z^//rr from 
Chicago. 

A desperado, cattle lifter. 

Then, the mstlers had congregated there 
in force, the locality affording exceptional 
advantages for their chief occupation, 
namely, running off cattle and horses from 
either side of the frontier. Many a spot 
is pointed out as the scene of a sanguinary 
skirmi:»h between these modern moss* 
troopers and the owners and their fol- 
lowers. — F. Franci* : SaddU and Moc- 
casin. 

'l*hese men, however, must not be con- 
founded with another class of desperadoes, 
t ^., those who would not work, and were 
what is termed mstlers or house thieves. 
^O'Rtilly : Fifty Ytars on the Trail. 

Rustle, to (American), to go about 
seeking work. *' I set to work, 
rattling for a job." To rtutle up 
or along, is to hurry, hasten, as 
in this phrase, " ruttle the dinner 
along." 

Rust ringing (American uni- 
versity). "At Hamilton Col- 
lege, the Freshmen," writes a 



correspondent, **are supposed 
to lose some of their yerdancy 
at the end of the last term of 
that year, and the ringing of 
their nut consists in ringing 
the chapel bell — commencing at 
midnight — until the rope wears 
out During the ringing, the 
upper classes are diverted by 
the display of numerous fire- 
works, and enlivened by most 
beautifully disoi^rdant sounds, 
called 'music,' made to issue 
from tin kettle-drums, horse- 
fiddles, trumpets, horns, &c.' 
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Rusty (thieves), to turn a ncsCy, 
to betray. 

Blow me tight, but that cove is a qneer 
ooe; and if he does not cone to be 
scragged, it will on!y be because hell 
turn a rusty, and scrag one of his pals.-* 
Lytton: Paul Clifford. 

From the colloquial phrase, 
** to turn ryuty" used of a person 
who becomes stubborn, surly, 
disobliging. BuMty is an old 
Saxon and Icelandic word, 
meaning stubborn or rebellious, 
restive. To out up nuty, vidt 
Cut up Rusty. 

Ry (Stock Exchange), any sharp 
or dishonest practice. *' It origi- 
nated," says Dr. Brewer, "in an 
old stock-jobber, who bad prac- 
tised upon a young man, and 
being compelled to refund, wrote 
on the cheque, ' Please to pay to 
R. Y.,' Ac, in order to avoid direct 
evidence of the transaction." 

Ryder, a doak; gypsy rudar, to 
ck>lht. 



Rye — Saddle, 
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Ry^ (STTPsyX A gentleman; 
(Hindu), roe or tint (rye), a petty 
nobleman. Jiyitkro, gentle- 
manly. Jlommny rye, a gypsy 
gentleman, bat generally mean- 
ing a gentleman who has learned 
or who speaks Romany. OiUUo 
rytf a nice (sweet) gentleman. 

Hotten says this is gypsy for 
a young man. It is nothing of 
the kind, rye meaning invariably 
a gentleman or superior person, 
and nothing else. E.g^ **the 



Bomany rye," the gypsy gentle- 
man. 

" And the tye and the rawnie 
A-pinyio Ip o drom ** — 
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The gentleman and lady 
A-walking np the rood." 



Young man in gypsy is tano 
mfUh {Le. manOsh), or juva^ or 
raklo, 

Rjebuck (American), all right, 
it will do, I am satisfied. 




A C K (common), to 
give the »aek, to dis- 
miss, discharge from 
one*s employment. 
To get the sack, to 
be dismissed, discharged. 

I wonder what old Fogg *ud say, if he 
knew it ; I should get the sacki I s'pose. 
— Dickens : Pickwick Papers, 

He is no longer an officer of this gaol ; 
he has got the sack, — Reade: Never too 
Late to Mend. 

8aid to be from the practice 
of putting into a mck and 
throwing into the Bosphorus 
certain members of the Sultan's 
harem ; also generally supposed 
to be from the Spanish mear^ 
meaning to dismiss, and also to 
*'bag," just as in English; but 
it originated in the old practice 
of giving a man a tack when 
sending him forth. Hence (St. 
Luke z. 4) Christ specifies that 
His disciples, by w^ taking a 
muik or scrip, should not con- 
sider themselves as dismissed. 



i.e., not make {provision for 
themselves. The French have 
the corresponding expressions, 
"donner son tae \ quelqu'un," 
" avoir son iae ; " formerly, 
** donner son tao et ses quilles.'* 
French workmen will say, " il a 
eu son Me avec une forte paire 
debretelles.*' The Germans have 
the phrase, "to give the basket." 
The synonyms are, "to get the 
bag," the "empty," or the "bul- 
let." " To give the sack " is so 
widely used as to be almost a 
recognised phrase. 

Sack, to. Vide Sack. 

We had fixed one day to sack him, and 

agreed to moot the point. 
When my lad should bring our usual re- 
gale of condered joint. 

— r. B. Stephens: My other 
Chitue Cook, 

Saddle (theatrical), an additional 
charge made by the manager 
to a performer on his benefit 
night. 
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Saddlebacks — Salting, 



Saddlebacks (popular), lice. Also 
Yorkshire greys. 

Safe 'on (tnrf), a horse which will 
not run, or will not try in a 
race. Synonyms, "dead 'on/' 
"stiff 'on, " "stumer." 

Sas^date (American), a slang 
word which seems to be mys- 
teriously employed more for 
sound than sense, as in "How 
does your corporosity iagaei- 
aU r "— " How are you ? " In the 
following extract from one of 
the "Bre'r Rabbit" stories, it 
seems as ** segashiashun " to 
mean suggestion. 

"Dem ez wtiz tuk by Bre'r Bnzaurd's 
segtuhiashun^ wuz ter drop en er chicky- 
pin " (chinkapin). 

Sailors' waites (nautical), the 
second mates of small vessels. 

Salamon, Salomon (old cant), the 
mass. "I swear by the jolo- 



mon. 
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And as I keep to the fore-gone, 
So may help me SaUuHon. 

— Oath o/EnglUk GyPtiet, 

' Salmon, a corpse, in the slang of 
water-rats, that is, low rascals 
who ply the river for drowned 
bodies to rifle. They have dif- 
ferent names for them, one 
with poor ragged clothes being 
a "flounder" if a man, and a 
''dab" if a woman. French 
undertakers call the body of a 
well-to-do deceased person " un 



foffgeC in a hnxry. Just as them two diapt 
in the sailing boat we saw a while ago 
might be doing, him and his mate were 
tacking about on the chance, when they 
hauled a mi/jwmm, as they say.—/. Grtie»- 
Rag^ Tagt ^ Co. 
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I knowed a rat . . . who was bit over a 
job of the kind in a way he isn't likely to 



Salt (Eton), money. 

Salt-box (thieves), the condemned 
cell in Newgate. (Naval), a case 
for keeping a temporary supply 
of cartridges for the immediate 
use of the great guns. 

Salt cat (bird fanciers), explained 
by quotation. 

Busily concocting a horrid mess, whid» 
he called a salt cat^ and of which old mor- 
tar, cumin seed, and urine were the chief 
ingredients. When he had mixed it all up 
like cement, he proceeded to fill sundry old 
pots and kettles, and to place them in Tari- 
ous parts of the loft, for the birds to peck at 
at their pleasure.—/. Greenwood: Under- 
currents of London Life. 

Sahee, solde (costermongers, iti- 
nerants, &a), a penny. A cor- 
ruption of the Italian tddo^ 
plural tddi. 

It has rained kicks all day in lieu of 
setltees, and that is pennies. — Reade : 
Cloister and Hearth, 

This term was originally used 
by strolling actors, showmen, 
and became common among 
other classes of people. 

Salting the Freshman (American 
university). In reference to 
this custom, which belongs to 
Dartmouth College, a corre- 
spondent writes — "There is an 
annual trick of taUing the Freth- 
men, which is putting salt and 



Salting — Sand. 
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water on their seats, so that 
their clothes are injured when 
they sit down. The idea of 
preservation, cleanliness, and 
health is no doubt intended 
to be conveyed by the use of 
the wholesome articles salt and 
water." 

Salt, to (commercial), making 
fictitious entries in the books 
to simulate that the receipts 
are greater than they really are, 
when about to sell a business 
connection, is called talting 
the books. (Mining), sprinkling 
some gold-dust in an unpro- 
ductive mine or hole, or a few 
diamonds, to deceive intending 
purchasers or investors. 

Stymer, long experienced in the mines, 
set them down for a pair of sharps, and 
understood their game. He divined that 
Mose had salted the claim. — Birdo* Fne- 
dom. 

In French, ntdtr is to over- 
charge, to make one pay roundly. 
A similar expression is used in 
Swedish. 

(Stock Exchange), to «a2< down 
stock, to buy stock and keep it 
for a considerable period. 

Same old crowd (society), same 
set of people, as applied to 
society gatherings. 

Same there (tailors). The phrase 
means, '* What you say applies 
equally to yourself.' 



»f 



Sammy - house, swamy • honse 
(Anglo-Indian), an idol temple 
or pagoda. 



Sampsman (old cant), a highway- 
man. 

Now Oliver pots his Uack nightcap od. 

And every star its glim is hiding. 
And forth to the heath is the samptmum 
gone. 
His matchless cherry^black prancer rid- 
ing. 

— Atnrwffrtk: Raokwaad. 

Literally a collector, from a 
very old Eoglish word aam, 
to collect things together (Halli- 
well). German somme^n ; Swed- 
ish tatiUa, implying money in 
one sense, also union or being 
together. Hence to stand $am, 
to treat all the party. Sam, the 
lot. ** Samtned, assembled to- 
gether " (HaUiweU). 

Sam, stand (popular), to be surety 
for a person, to treat to drink, 
pay the reckoning. Ftti« Samps- 
man. 

But not to be baulked of the night's 
entertainment, he had perforce to simmi 
Sam for the lot.— Hind/ey : Li/tatidAd- 
ventures of a Cluap Jack. 

But the scapegoats must not kick up shin- 
dies, and stop up our streets and our 
squares, 

That's a moral. Perhaps there is grab- 
bers as wants to swag more than their 
shares. 

I ain't nuts on sweaters myself, and I do 
'ate a blood-sucking screw. 

Who sponges and never stands Sam, and 
whose motto's ** all cop, and no blue." 

— PtMcA, 



ie 



Sand (West American), courage. 
An equivalent for *' grit." 

" Doc would get away with|him," said 
Joe. 

** Would he ! " ejacuUted Sqnito hotly. 

"Yes, he's got all Sam's sand, and is 
cooler."—/'. Francis: Saddle and Mec 
casin. 
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Sand-rat (eBgineera), a moulder 
in a foandrj. 

Sandy to have (American), to be 
braye. 

She had ths Samd.— Mrs. Liizie Gwk, 
of No. 1 8 Qark Street, demonstrated her 
personal courage and thorough muscular 
development in rather an odd manner last 
•vening. Without weapon of any kind, 
she seized and held a strong man, whom 
she asserts is a horse-thief, until a servant 
had been despatched to the Central Police 
Station. — Daily Inter-Oceait. 

Sandwich boat (universitjX ^^ 
bumping races, rowed in two 
divisions, it is the boat head of 
one division and last in the 
other. It has to row two races 
each day. 

Sandwich-men (general), called 
also board-men. Poor fellows 
who for a scanty reward walk 
the pavement in single file, with 
advertisement boards on chest 
and back. 

He stopped the unstamped advertise- 
ment — an animated sandwich, composed 
of a boy between two boards. — Sketches 
by Bos. 

" Declined with thanks ; with thanks de- 
clined," 
This is the burden of my song : 
These words are ever in my mind, 

1 see and hear them all day long. 
1 envy every man I see — 
Sweeps, sandvncA'men, and clerks in 
banks; 
Their services, wliate'er they be, 

Are not always '* Declined with thanks ! " 

— Sporting Times. 

Sank-house (tailors), an army 
clothier's establishment. From 
iank, a great quantity, whole- 
sale. 



Sap (Eton), one who works hard. 
Vide To Sap. 

He remembered in English schools and 
colleges the many epithets applied to those 
who, not content with doing their work, 
committed the heinous ofifence of being 
absorbed in it. For this purpose schools 
and colleges had invented phrases, semi- 
classical or wholly vernacular, such as mi/, 
"smug," "swot," "bloke," and " mug- 
%Xiu."—Dai/y News. 

If a boy did anything more than the 
regular school-work for his own Improve- 
ment, he was called a sap.—C. T. Buck- 
Immd: Eton Fifty Years Ago. 

Sap the tlas (common), back- 
slang for pass the salt, used 
when the drink does not go 
round freely. 

Sap, to (public schools), to work 
hard. It is in common use at 
Eton. Said to be of circumlo- 
cutory derivation from the Latin 
sapere, but more probably to tap, 
taken figuratively, i.e., to dig. 
The French piocher is used in 
both senses. 

These incentives to industry prevent the 
early years of a boy in college being 
entirely wasted; but those who, toward 
the end of their school time, at length 
begin to value and to practise studious 
habits, often think regretfully upon the 
advantages secured by those who sapped 
from the beginning. — Pascoe : Every-day 
Life in our Public Schools. 

Sarahs (Stock Exchange), Man- 
chester, Sheffield, and Lincoln- 
shire Railway Def. Stock. 

Sarah's boots (Stock Exchange),. 
Sierra Buttes Gold-Mlne Shares. 

Saratoga walk (American), a 
fashionable "fad," fully ex- 
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plained in the following elegant 
extract from an American news- 
paper: — 

** The Soiraioga walk is said to 
be the latest fashionable gait 
for women. One who describes 
it sajs that * the first requisite 
is to throw your shoulders back, 
the chest forward, chin up^ and 
stomach in, and then walk, 
wriggling head, limbs, body, 
and especially bustle. The aim 
is to secure a series of revolu- 
tions which shall be simul- 
taneous but opposite. In simple 
brevity, if your head moves 
right your body must move to 
the left, and before your foot 
reaches ground you must de- 
scribe a circle with the entire 
limb. The gait is practised 
in a night dress before the 
mirror. The part of the busi- 
ness most difficult to master 
is the proper position of the 
stomach.' " 

Sardine (American), a man 
who has nothing distinctive or 
characteristic in him ; a mere 
average person ; a provincial 
who has always been shut up 
in some small place among men 
like himself. Obviously derived 
from the MrdinCf which being 
all of the same size, and packe^l 
in tin boxes, suggested to tome 
poetic orator the simile. 

Sardines (Stock Exchange), Boyal 
Sardinian Bailway Stock. 

Sa soldi (strolling actors, Ac.), 
sixpence. 



Ssss (African coast). Whsa « 
chief or other person becomes 
too bold, or powerful, or wicked, 
he is said in English negro slang 
to "get too much tats.** The 
remedy for this is to make him 
drink **tatt water." 

Accordbg to newt from the West CoMt 

of Africa, there have been tome human 
tacrifices in con»equence of the death of 
a ton of the Kinjj^ of Grand Jack. Selected 
victims were obliged to drink " tat* water," 
a poiaonouii liquor, and were then pitched 
into the fturf on the teashore. When the 
rollers dashed thcni ashore, men, women, 
and children cut at them with knives until 
they were dead. The chief of the tribe 
flies the British flag, and the captain of a 
trading vessel remonstrated with him in 
vain.— .S"/. Jatnttt GautU. 

Sat (printcrH). This is an ab- 
breviation of the word '* satis- 
faction," and is very often used 
to express a revengeful feeling, 
t.e., to have tai, or to be 
*'even" with any one. 

Satin (popular), gin ; a yard of 
tcUin, a glass of gin. 

Some of them love satin, as a sortening 
for the throat, 
While othets with dry HetdMck you 
must woo. 

^Birdo' Frudsm, 

Saanej, sawney (popular 
and thieves), bacon, pork. The 
gypsies, who never confound or 
mix their own language with 
canting, say that taiM, ioz pork 
is old Romany. Sawney hunter, 
one who steals bacon. A tawmeg 
(provincial), a tf joL 

Saasag:e game (billiards), a Ger- 
man game. 
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Sawbones (oommon), a Burgeon. 

Sawder, toft (popular), properlj 
mtlder, cajolery, plaasible words ; 
flattery easily laid on, and re- 
ceived with pleasure, like ** bat- 
ter" and "soft soap." 

Yoo'tc got S0ft xottwfrr enough, as Frank 
calb it in *his new • (ashiooed slang. — 
Lyttom: My Novel. 

And I also maintain, without any t^ 



That Ordc is an oar of the very first order ; 
And whichever crew wins, we may safely 

foretell 
That the crew of Light Blues will this 

year "bear the BelL" 

—Globt. 

Sawdust (American), ooonterfeit 
gold-dust or money. 

A man, charged with a violation of the 
postal laws, committed in the pursuit of 
the tmwdttst or counterfeit money swindle. 
— iV#w York MercMfy, 

(Popular), not genuine, cajol- 
ing. 

The palaver was sawdust and treacle. 

—-Pmrnck. 

Sawdust bloke (circus), a circus 
rider. 

At the recent performance at Passy, M, 
Molier was the most conspicuous among 
the amateurs. To adopt the technology 
of the ring, M. Molier, by all accounts, 
approved himself a most accomplished 
tamdusi bloki.—Daiiy TeUgru^ 

Sawdusty (popular), cajoling, 
using flattering and soft words ; 
probably same as " sawder." 

Me doing the smvdusty reglar, and 
following swells on the stump. — Punch, 

Saw your timber (common), be 
off; equivalent to "out your 
stick." 



Say it again (tailors), I heartily 
endorse your sentiments. 

Scab (American), an opprobrious 
epithet applied to a mechanic 
or workman who does not belong 
to the trades' union of his call- 
ing. Shakspeare uses the term 
with the meaning of paltry, 
mean fellow. 

It was a very novel and effective wai&re 
that the wives of the coal strikers used 
against the imported scab labour on Tues- 
day. Ifthe bread was as hard as some that 
is baked in the Pennsylvania bakeries, the 
loaves must have hurt as well as humili- 
ated the unwelcome intruders. — New York 
Stm, 

Scabby (printers). In printing, 
uneven colour, through bad dis- 
tribution of ink, is thus called 
f0a66y. 

Scab raiser (army), obsolete. A 
drummer, as formerly one of 
the duties of his office was to 
apply the cat. 



(tailors), button-holes. 



Scad (American), abundance, large 
quantities, plenty. Hence 9oad 
used for money or means. Pos- 
sibly from Icelandic and Swedish 
doai, tribute money, tax. Hence 
" to pay one's scot ; " the word 
icot is, however, generally de- 
rived from French ^eoL 

His mother wishes to impress him with 
life's sober realities. 

"Johnny, yesterday is gone, never to 
return." 

" Oh, that don't matter, mamma ; there 
are scads of to-morrows just like it.**— 
American Newspaper, 



Scadger — Scandal, 
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Scadger (pnblio Bohool), a mean 
fellow, a'corraption of " cadger.** 

Scaldings (popular), a cry mean- 
ing "look out," "get out of 
the way," " by your leaye." 
A warning that some one is 
coming along with a bucket of 
hot fluid, soup, tea, or water, 
which may scald all who impede 
progress. (Winchester College), 
used with same meaning. 

Scaldmm dodg^, a dodge among 
begging impostors of burning 
the body with a mixture of 
acids and gxmpowder, so as to 
suit the hues and complexions 
of any accident to be deplored 
by a confiding public (Hotten). 

Scalla-wasf (American), a scamp, 
a scapegrace. 

1 hev travelled o'er this cont'nent from 

Quebec to Bogotiw, 
Bnt setch a set of scallamagt as these I 

never saw. 

—Tfu Ballad* 0/ChaHty, 

Shall occurs in all the northern 
tongues as an opprobrious term, 
and wcaJHoL-wag^ in the sense of 
wight, a person, is good old 
Snglish, from woall (Anglo- 
Saxon), a scale or scab. 

Scalp, to (American), to sell 
under price. 

Scaly (popular), shabby, mean, 
disreputable, of dubious char- 
acter ; a variation of *' fishy." 

Sister of L. E. L., of Mrs. Stowe, too ; 
Of E. B. Browning, Harriet Martbeau, 

too; 
Do theologians know where fibbers go 

to? 



. Of dear George Eliot, whom I wonhq> 

daily; 
Of Charlotte BrontS, and Joanna Baillio. 
Methinks that theory is rather tcafy. 

—J, B, SU/JUm : To a Black Gin, 

Scammered (popnlar), in- 
toxicated. From Bcoimmtred, 
disgraced. Anglo-Saxon •oamii, 
shame; Swedish tkdmma^ to 
put to shame. 

Scamp. Vide Botal Scamp. 

Scamp, to (popular), to give 
short measure or quantity. Also 
to hurry through a task and do 
it badly. (Old cant), to toamp 
on the panny, to be a highway- 
man.. 

Scan, (printers), an abbreviation 
used to describe a Scandinavian 
printing machine invented by a 
native of Stockholm. 

Scandal water, slang word for 
tea, dating from the hard-drink- 
ing days of a bygone generation, 
when it was fashionable to get 
drunk, when " drunk as a lord " 
was a proverbial expression, 
when a man was accounted the 
best in a convivial company 
who first fell senseless from hU 
chair by excess of liquor, and 
" a three-bottle man " was oon- 
sidered a king of good fellows. 

Who first shall rise to gang awa, 
A coward cuckold loon is he ; 

Who first beside his chair shaU fii'. 
He shall be king among us three. 
— Robert Burnt, 

Tea was considered so effemi- 
nate a drink that tho vulgar 
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Scandal — Schooner, 



bacchanals exert^ed all the in- 
genuity they possessed to invent 
feebly contemptuoas names for 
it — among others " cat-lap," 
"scandal broth," "water be- 
witched," "tattle water," 
"kettle-brandy." 

Scapali (theatrical), to go away. 
Also " scaper," " bunk.** From 
the Italian scappare, to escape, 
run away. 

Scarecrow (thieves), explained 
by quotation. 

" Never take up with a fresh hand till 
you've shopped your scarecrow" The 
tcartcravf is the boy who has served him 
■ntil he is well known to the police, and 
is so closely watched that he may as 
well stay at home as go out. Now, 
perhaps, you understand. — The LittU 
Ragamujffifu. 



Up (American), to obtain, 
get. " See if you can't fconf t<p 
five dollars." 

Scarlet feyer (common), the 
passion for military society. In 
allusion to the colour of English 
regimentals. Ladies who run 
after military society are said 
to have scarlet fever. So in 
Australia people who flock to 
every new-rush (gold-field), in 
the hopes of finding an El 
Dorado, are said to suffer from 
"yellow fever." 

Scarper, to (thieves and Seven 
Dials), to run away. From the 
Spanish escapar, or Italian 
icappare. 

Scat (tailors), signifies " go away 
and tell it some one else." 



Sometimes it is used to express 
utmost 'disgust or contempt. 
SecU is in imitation of trying to 
frighten away a cat. 

Scene rats (theatrical), extras 
engaged in ballets or panto- 
mimes. 

Schism-shop, cant Anglican for 
dissenting chapeL 

School (popular), a set of regular 
passengers by a particular train, 
travelling as a rule in the same 
carriage, to and from town. 
From tckool of fishes (for shoal). 
Any small gathering of people 
generally bent on pleasure, as a 
§eKool of drinkers in a public- 
house or canteen. Much used by 
soldiers. (Thieves and streets), 
a gang of thieves, a body of 
idlers or street gamblers, also a 
number of " patterers " working 
together. 

Schooling^ (thieves), a term of 
detention in an industrial school 
or reformatory. 

She is young — just come home from a 
uhfiolimg^. — HoriUy: Jottings /rvm Jail. 

Schoolman (thieves), aoompanion, 
one of a gang termed " school," 
which see. 

The knucks in quod my schoolmen did 
play. 

Fake away t 

— Ainsworth: Rookwood. 

Schoob (Oxford), any university 
examination at Oxford. 

Schooner (American), a large glass 
of lager-beer, supposed to hold 
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donble the quantity of a five- 
cent glaM, bat generally a dela- 
tion in this respect. A three- 
masted tehooner, a beer tckoontr 
of extra size. Originally $lxw 
(provincial English), a cap, 
changed to skew'ner^ which is 
a common Yankee pronancia- 
tion of tchooner. 

Every time he wiped out an Indian or 
itrunK up a grea^r a dude would order a 
round of beer, and this fellow invariably 
called (or Si threi-wtasttd schootur. — Ame- 
rican Newxpaptr. 

Schoony-orgy (naval), aschooner ; 
termed aLso hermaphrodite brig, 
bastard brig, &c. 

Schroff (Anglo-Indian), a banker, 
treasurer, or confidential clerk. 

Scob (Winchester College), box 
spelt backwards (phonetically). 
A large box for college men to 
sit at and keep their books in. 

When all is ready, the prefect of hall 
enters school, and takes his seat facing the 
stove, followed by the members of the 
three " sixes," and then by all the scholars, 
who sit on their jf<;**.—/*a*c^ ; Everyday 
Life in our Public Schools. 

Scoff (South African), food. The 
term is used by natives in the 
service of Europeans in South 
Africa. Sito/()or(«io/<fr), Swedish, 
is applied to common food, i«., 
scrapings. 

Scoff away, scoff away (Ame- 
rican), to blow away, to drive 
away, impel Probably from 
Swedish tlcvffa. 

Scoff, scorf, to (South African), 
to devour, eat voraciously. 



A prospector, with ten donkeys and a 
wag go n, had " outspanned ** for the night, 
during the course of which a hungry lioa 
tct^ed {AniUcif ate) one of tlie Jeru- 
ulems, and, being filled to repletion, was 
disinclined to wander from the scene. In 
the early morning, it being rather daric 
and the prospector and his niggers half 
asleep, Mr. Leo was " inspanned** as 
wheeler in mbtalce for the missing moke, 
llie eight in front beat their record in the 
travelling line, and were glad to have the 
error rectified at dsiwn.—S/ortin^ Ti$iu*. 

Sconce (pablio schools), a tin 
candlestick. 

Sconce, to (Oxford University), 
to fine for any breach of eti- 
quette at hall dinner, such as 
wearing a coloured coat, swear- 
ing, or making Latin or Greek 
quotations. The fo<m<re, or fine, 
is generally levied in beer. The 
customs vary at different col- 
leges. Hotten says that if the 
offender could, however, fioor 
the tankard of beer which he 
was aconeed, he could retort on 
his iconctr to the extent of twice 
the amount he was sconced in. 

. . . was sconced in a quart of ale for 
quoting Latin, a passage from Juvenal; 
murmured, and the fine was doaUed.— 
The Etonimn. 

The term is used by Milton 
with the meaning of to mulct, 
fine. 

Scoop, on the (popular), on the 
drink. A metaphor derived from 
teoopy a ladle for liquors. 

" You seem to forget, George, that when 
I married you I could have had young 
Plutus!" 

" A nice sort of husband he'd have made. 
The blackguard goes home drunk in m cab 
every night." 
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Scoop — Scout. 



** Well, if he does, that's better than 
returning on the top of a penny "bos, as 
yon do." 

He went m tJU uoop that night.— TV;^ 
cml Tttmtt. 

Scoop, to (American). It has 
become common of late to speak 
of any one who has been turned 
oat of office, or been rejected, 
as BcoopetL This agrees exactly 
with the Dutch phrase," Jemand 
den schop geven." to give a man 
the Mcoop, or a kick, " to cashier 
one," as Sewell says. Also *' Je- 
mand op den schop setten" (schop 
here means " swing," as well as 
$coap), to take to one's self the 
liberty to cashier a servant or 
workman at any time, without 
being boand to employ him any 
longer. And also " Een schop in 
't gat geven," to give one a kick, 
or acoopt in the breech. All of 
which agree marvellonsly well 
with the cases of coantless 
*' cashiered " Republicans re- 
corded by the Chicago Tribune, 

Scoot, to (American), to move fast, 
to run. A corruption of scud ; 
from the Dutch tchtU and $ehot, 
a shot. " Dat schip makt schot,'* 
that ship goes a great pace, or 
sails fast. 

The fellow sat down on a hornet's nest, 
and if he didn't run and holler and scpct 
through the briar-bushes, and tore his troa> 
wu%,-'BartUU : HUti Yanktt Storus. 

Used also in English sporting 
circles. 

1 saw that he wanted to serve me out toko. 
But I swifUy and carefully thwarted his 
plans. 
For I scoottd. His blow fell on some* 
body's boka — Bird 0* Frtid^m, 



Scorcher (society), a fast or very 
liyely person. Derived from 
to scorch, bum up, consume. 
(Cyclists), one who always goes 
at racing speed. (Tailors), pro- 
perly an iron at burning heat ; 
figuratively, an individual of 
peculiar, eccentric, or hasty 
temperament. 

Score off, to (common), to get the 
best of one, especially in wordy 
warfare. From scoring up the 
points at billiards. 

I say, old man. that was a stuck-np set 
di prigs at old Brown's the other night I 
By Jove, though, I did manage Utctrt^ 
tbem a bit, eh \ — Punch, 

Scot (popular), a lot, share. An- 
glo-Saxon «Aea<, or French icoU 
Also temper or passion ; from the 
irascible temperament of the 
Scotch, says Hotten. To be in 
a Mot, to be in a passion. 

Scotch chocolate (common), milk 
with brimstone. 

Scotchman (South African), a 
florin. 

Scotch peg (roughs' rhyming 
slang), a leg. 

Scont (old cant), a watchman. 
(Oxford), a college servant. 
(Thieves), a watch. From the 
old provincial scout, a spy, a 
play on watching and spying. 

Connor then asked what the article was, 
Co which the answer returned was, *' A 
tcout.** This he understood to mean m 
watch.— ^^//uA Ntw$/a^, 
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Scoot, to (sporting), to »eout for 
pigeons, to shoot pigeoxis ont- 
side the inolosnre of a g^nn-dnb. 
Compare scouting for tennis- 
balls and cricket-balls that have 
been hit awaj. 

Scrag (popnlar and thieves), the 
neck. Derived from scrag, a 
raw. boned piece, especially a 
neck-piece of meat The $erag, 
the gallows. He is down for his 
icrag, he is going to be hanged. 
(Shrewsbury School), explained 
by quotation. 

The highest mark is twenty with a cross 
. . . and so down to a huge duck's ^g 
and a rent across the paper entitled a 
tcrag.-^Peucot: Evtryday Lift in 9ur 
PwbUc Schools. 

Scrag-end, explained by quota- 
tion. 

There is a long and sinnons thorough. 
fare situate in the heart of London-in-the- 
East, the real name of which will not be 
here given, but which, probably because 
of the chronic impecuniosity of those who 
patronise it as a market-place, is popularly 
known as Scrag-tnd. It flourishes all the 
week through, but the time to see it at its 
busiest is Saturday night, when the glaring 
jets of gas have just been lit to illuminate 
the butchers' shops, and the countless cos- 
termongers have set their naphtha lamps 
blazing.—/. Greenwo0€L 

Scragging (popular), an execu- 
tion. Vide SCSAQ. 



" Pooht" says his pal, " you great dunce t 
You've poudied the good gentlemao's 
money. 
So out with 3roar whinger at once. 
And tcrag Jaoe, whUe I spUUcate 
Johnny I" 

•^IngotdAy Legtndt, 

To be teragged, to be hanged. 

"Do yon vant to have ns seraggtd, 
fool?" cried the Sandman, springing into 
the vault— ^iVmuvt^A: Aurioi, 

For synonyms in English, 
French, Italian, &c., slang, vide 
Barry's *< Azgot and Slang.' 



>• 



Scran (popular), food; much 
used in the army. A «eran-bag 
is a food wallet; a toran, a 
meal. 



But 



th« 



ere for the scran he had left 
Cole, 
The Harman he came in. 

'^HarUquin SluppartL 

His dub, Charlie, 'ad a reception. 
Which means m big crowd and cold imm. 

^Pundu 

(Beggars), food or pieces of 
meat, broken victuals. Scran" 
ning, or out on the teran, begging 
for broken victuals. The term 
seran was originally used in a 
deprecatory sense, from seraru, 
provincial English for refuse^ or 
more probably from to icraneh, 
to grind crackling food between 
the teeth. Vide Scbunchbb. 



Scraggy, from the old Korse 
ikrukka, to shrink, tihrivel; 
hence applied to a lean neck. 

Scrag, to (popular and thieves), 
. to choke, throttle. FuJrSCRAG. 
VOL. IL 



Scranning (beggars and tramps), 
begging for food. # 

Scrape (common), a shave. 

Scraper (common), a rasor. 

O 



2IO 



Scrapper — Scratch-race. 



Scrmi^per (popular), a pugilist; 
giyen in John Bee's dictionary 
of the turf, 1823. Also used in 
America. Probably from the 
morements of a pug^ist who 
appears to icrape with his feet. 

People who hare of Ute been playing $i 
pugilism have their own organs, which are 
not only organs, but partisans also. Thus 
they, the players, don't want me to break 
a lance in their behalf; auid 3ret I note 
chat those who have taken upon themselves 
the rdle of advisers and directors of the 
toy pugilism which has so aroused Mr. 
Howell's wrath, have said never a word 
in defence of the queer thing about which 
they have for months been making so much 
vapour. Has the spirit of Bombastes 
affected the directors and controllers as 
well as the Lowther Arcade tcra^ptrx, — 
Tki Rifertt. 

Scrap, scrappins^ (popular), a 
fight, boxing, a rough and 
tumble row. Also used in Ame- 
rica. Suggested to be from 
Swedish $krap^ a difficulty, 
which has given the English 
" scrape." Vide Scbappeb. 

Tom O'Connell and Bob Banner had a 
»frap on last Tuesday afternoon at Chipeta 
Park. Six rounds were fought, and from 
the appearance of the gloves, which were 
covered, with blood, some hard hitting 
was done. — The Solid Muldocn^ Oituaj, 
Colorado. 

Scrap, to (popular), to fight or 
box. Also used in America. 

Scrap up (popular), having a ^crap 
vp is having a quarrel, a row. 

Scratch (common), a tcrcUeh crew, 
team, or eleven, consists of men 
who have not practised together 
and are collected on the spur of 
the moment. To come up to 



the icrateh is a colloquialism, 
meaning to meet the point of 
issue, to enter the contest 

Sir Bingo . . . eyed his friend with a 
dogged .k>ok of obttinacy, ezpresnve, to 
use his own phrase, of a determined reaofaio 
ti<»> to come up to the scratch. — Scott: 
St, Roman's Well 

In debate, to be brought up to 
the teraUK, to be compelled to 
come to the point. Technically 
the icratch is a line at the start- 
ing-point of a race, or the mark 
which is teraUked or chalked on 
the ground in the middle of the 
"ring,'' hence the expression 
coming up to the icratcA. Also 
toeing the sorotcA, being ready 
at the post in time. The rules 
of the prize-ring require each 
man to have his toe on the 
terateh within eight seconds of 
** time " called on pain of losing 
the battle. He must walk to 
the teratch unaided. This rule 
was adopted after the fiUal 
fight between Owen Swift and 
Phelps in 1838, when the latter 
died of exhaustion, having been 
brought up to the 9Cfutck by his 
second under the older rule. 

Scratching rake (popular), a 
comb. 

Scratch, no great (popular), of 
little worth. The allusion is to 
a fowl scratching for food. 

Scratch-race (turf), a technical 
expression, meaning a race 
without any restrictions. To 
scratch is a technical turf term, 
meaning to strike a horse's 
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Dame ont of the list of runners 
in a particular race. Generally 
to eliminate the name of any 
candidate from a list in any kind 
of competition. 

A series o( scratcktngs, most onpopalar, 
will leave unpleasant memories clinging 
roand each of the big handicaps named 
above. — Sp<niing Timts. 

Scratch jour wool (tailors), try 
to recollect. 

Screamer (American), an extra- 
ordinary person, a great swell; 
from a metaphor similar to that 
from which arose the expression 
9creaming, which see. 

Screaming (common), first-rate, 
splendid. A screaming farce, 
one that makes the audience 
scream with laughter. 

Scream, to (thieves). When a 
thief is rohbed by another and 
he applies to the police, he is 
said to teream. More commonly 
in America to squeal. 

Screen (thieves), a note. Sereen 
is apparently an old term for 
money. Provincial icreent a 
small vein of ore. Scandinavian 
and Teutonic sibrin, a little box 
for money. Swedish litrin-^^ 

, to lay up money. 

Readily the queer screens I then coold 
smash, 

Fake away i 
— AmswfftiA: RookwaotL 

Screeye (thieves and beggars), 
a b^fging petition. yid€ To 

SCBBEYS. 



Screever (street), a street artist 
and beggar who ornaments 
the pavements with drawings 
in coloured chalks. Vid€ To 

SCBEBYB. 

Screere, to (thieves and beggars), 
to write ; to tereeve a fakement, 
to write a begging-letter. From 
provincial scrive, obsolete Eng- 
lish, to icribCf to write. To 
sereeve also means to draw on 
the pavement with coloured 
chalks. 

Screw (general), salary, wages. 
The metaphor implies efforts 
on the part of the employer 
to diminish the rate, or the 
efforts of the employ^ to en- 
force unwilling payment of, the 
salary, which has to be terewed 
out. 

If I got any practice he would have an 
excuse for knocking ;Czoo or so off my 
screw. — Truth. 

'Twas Monday mora, 
And he had wasted all his weekly screw, 
And was in debt some sixpences besides. 
— A ustraliaH Printers' Keepsake, 

Drat those clerks, they always want 
holidays. Ill stop it out of their screw 
though.— ^/(r Slopef>s Haif-Holideiy, 

(Popular), a %ertw of tobacco, 
the smallest quantity of tobaoco 
done up for sale in a packet, 
(Thieves), a key, skeleton key. 

It was a good job I did, or else I should 
have got lagged, and my pal too, because 
I had the James and screws. — Hartley: 
Jottifigs/rom Jail. 

A jailer, turnkey, prison war- 
der. 

My next neighbour, who had been m 
bank manager, asked, " What tmplemtnt 
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Screw — ScriiHshanker. 



ia m carpenter's shop does the chief warder 
look like?" The response was, " A jcrvw 
driver." The oflScers were always deug» 
Dated scrtms^ so the descriptioo was aoC 
improper. — Evtnimg Newus. 

(American Universitj), a 
searching or strict examination 
of a student b j an examiner or 
instractor. 

Screwed (general), intoxicated, a 
synonym of ** tight/' the meta- 
phor being the same. 

By Jove, yoa must have beoi xrtwttL 
Then, I dare say, you don't remember 
wanting to have a polka with him.— C. 
Btde: VercUuit Grteti^ 

An onsezed woman shooting m song at 
the top of a brazen voice, with an imitation 
'* bow her old man got scrtw€dJ*'—Ev€%' 
imgNtwt, 

Screwingf up (Oxford University), 
explained by qnotation. 

At present friction occurs between un- 
popular "Dons" and rowdy students. 
The Don finds himself screwed »/, or, in 
other words, imprisoned to his room by 
m gimlet thrust into the door in such a way 
that it requires the aid of a carpenter to 
oniasten iu-^Dmiij TeUgrmpk. 

Screw loose (common), used in 
the phrases *' a tcrfio looit some- 
where," something wrong. *'He 
has a %crtw loou,'* he is slightly 
deranged. 

Screw on, put the (thieves), to 
extort money by threats. In 
allusion to the old torture of 
the finger-screw. 

Is it true you was pinched for futiini 
the screw on an omnibus^ conductor?— 
sporting Times. 

In common parlance, to apply 
pressure by threats or other- 



wise so as to enforce aoqui- 
esoence. 

Screwtmaii (thieves), a burglar ; 
a icrew being a skeleton key. 
Burglars who work with 
*' screws," especially if tb^ 
are clever enough to make them 
themselves, look down upon 
their less artistio brethren who 
rudely break into a house by 
crowbars or other implements. 



One day after this I asked m 
if he would lend me some screws, because 
I had a place cut and dnodw^Hortltj : 
Jottings from JaiL 

Screw, to (common), to extort, 
to have carnal connection. 
(Thieves), to enter a house by 
means of skeleton keys. 

So we went and screwed his place, and 
got thirty-two quid, and a toy and tadde 
which he had bought on the crook. — Horf 
li(y: Jottsngs from JaiL 

(American University), vide 
Screw. 

Scrifflshandy (nautical), an Ame- 
ricanism, signifying the objects 
in ivory and bone carved by 
whalemen during their long 
voyages. Synonymous with 
" scrimshaw," which see. 

Scrimshanker (army), one, 
whether officer or soldier, who 
is not over keen for danger, 
whether on active service or at 
home. One who has avoided 
his turn of foreign service, who 
malingers or feigns illness to 
escape duty. jSerimtAofMber, or 
idle shuffler, is also used at some 
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public schools to signify a lazj, 
good-for-nothing fellow. Pro- 
bably from $erimp, to shorten, 
to stint or contract, and twanker, 
labour; Danish tlrufnpe, German 
tehrumpen, Dutch hrimpen, 

'A coald na bear to see thee wi' thy cloak 
serimpit ... an' should be a'most as 
much hurt i' my mind to see thee i' a 
pinched cloak as if old Moll's tail here 
were docked too shorL — Mrs, GmsktU: 
S/lvia't Levers, 

Scrimshank, to (military), to 
shirk one's duty. Vide SOBIM- 

8HANKEB. 

t 

Scrimshitw-work (nantical), any- 
thing made by sailors for 
themselves in their leisure 
honrs. 

Scroby or claws for breakfast 
(prison), whipping while in 
prison. 

Scroof, to (thieves), to sponge, to 
live with a friend at his expense. 
Thieves are in the habit of 
icroojing with an old pal when 
they first come out of prison, 
till they can steal something for 
themselves. This seems to be a 
form of scoff, $corf, which see. 

Scroofer (thieves), a sponge, a 
parasite. 

Scroug^e (American University), 
an exaction, a specially hard 
task. 

Scrouge, to (American Uni- 
versity), a term applied to an 
exacting tailor or master who 



extorts a maxintum quantity of 
work from his pupils. (Popu- 
lar), to crush, crowd, or squeeze. 
** This term was made familiar 
in the language of literature 
by Dickens' Bbenezer Scrooge. 
It is the old Bnglish seruze, to 
squeeze or crush, and seems to 
have no native origin. It la 
perhaps from Spanish estrt^ar, 
to press, strain or thrust, which 
is derived from Latin extorculan, 
to press out (as wine from 
grapes); to^'cu/um, a press, from 
torqueo, to twist" (Smythe A« 
Palmer). 

Then atweene her lilly handes twrune 
Into his wound the juice thereof did scntMi. 
^-^Penser: Faerie Queeme* 

Scrub (American), synonymous 
with the English "screw" for 
a horse of little value. 

When the regiment was ordered to 
charge, they raised the rebel yell and 
rushed forward ; but the colonel's horse— 
an old scrub he had borrowed—" bucked ' 
and refused to move. — Harper sMagagin^, 

The English teruh is expres- 
sive of meanness. Also a worn- 
out brush. (American Univer- 
sity), a servant. (Australian), 
explained by quotation. 

I have tised and shall use this word 10 
often that some explanation is due to the 
English reader. 1 can give no better 
definition of it than by saying that It 
means shrubbery. — H, Kingsley: G^ffry 
Hasafyn, 

Scrubbers (Australian), explained 
by quotation. 

The captain was getting in the ecrsMers, 
cattle which had been left to mo wild 
through the motmtains. — /T. Kingsltyi 
Geaffty Heutslyn, 
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Scrubbing (Winchester College), 
a flogging in which four cuts 
were administered. 

Scrnff, to (Australian), to seize as 
if seizing bj the »ervff or back 
part of the neck. 

In crossing the Fitxroy River I once had 
a narrow escape of being tcruffed by 
an alligator. — Finck' Hatton: Adva$u$ 
Australia, 

Scruling (Westminster College), 
the inqairy made on the first 
day of election week by the 
warden and posers of the F. 
seniors and F. juniors in college 
as to whether thej have any 
complaint to make as to the 
state of things in college. 

Scrumptious (popular), nice, 
select. 

'Ow are yer, my ribstonef Seems scrump- 
tious to write the old name, 

I 'ave quite lost the ran of you lately. Bio 
playing some dark little game ? 

— Punch, 

Serumptious or tkrwnthut is a 
Suffolk word for stingy, close, or 
very particular, from the same 
root as scrimp, and it does not 
mean so much pleasant or agree- 
able as select or choice, some- 
thing which is scrimped. 

Scruncher (American and Eng- 
lish), one who eats greedily. 
Scrunch, to ciunch (Wright). 
Dutch«cAran<fn, agreedy feeder ; 
•c/irofuen, to eat greedily. These 
Dutch words indicate th^ there 
is a Teutonic as well as a Celtic 
original for $cran, food, if the 
act of eating may be assumed 



as of the same origin with that 
which is eaten. 

Scuds (American), money ; Eng- 
lish tkidi, sovereigns. Possibly 
in the sense of shiners; from 
the Dutch %ckU^ i.e., 9kU, tehitter, 
to shine, glitter, or sparkle ; or 
from the Italian teudt.' crowns. 

Scuff (thieves), a crowd. A pick- 
pocket may have a companion 
whose sole function it is to 
"get up a fci^," to provide 
opportunity and to conceal the 
operations of his friend. This 
is done by feigning a fit, by a 
sham quarrel, &c. Also " puiQi. *' 
The derivation is evidently from 
teuffle, a tumultuous broil ; 
Saxon icvjian, to push. 

While we was there we saw a aeuff: it 
was a flat that had been welshed. — H«rsUy : 
Jottings from Jail, 

ScxL^ (Eton and Harrow), a boy 
who is not distinguished in per- 
son, in games, or social quali- 
ties. One of untidy, dirty, or 
ill-mannered habits ; one whose 
sense of propriety is not fully 
developed. Provincial icug^ one 
who hides or sneaks away. 

Bathing was always in great favoar with 
the Eton bojrs. A boy who did not bathe 
was called a scu£.—C. T, BuckUmd: Eton 
Fijty Years Ago, 

Scumble, to (studios), to glase 
pictures with an opaque colour. 

Scurf (costermongers), a term ap. 
plied to mean, close-fisted cos- 
termongers by their fellows. 
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Scuttle, to (roughs and thieves), 
to stab, rip a man open. From 
the ordinary meaning of the 
word, or gypsy scaUUt to kill. 

Three persons were charged with being 
accessory to the murder of John Brady 
in a scittilift£' a£fray. — ScottmoH. 

Sea ctmny (Anglo-Indian), asteers- 
man or quartermaster. Persian 
tukkdni, from the Arabic iukkSn^ 
a helm. « 

Sea-grocer (nautical), the purser. 

Seal, a religious slang term for a 
convert (Hotten). In the phra- 
seology of Mormons, a wife. 

Sealed (American), originally used 
by the Mormons to intimate 
that wives are appointed or 
united by eternal destiny to a 
man. A source of many slang 
phrases, and not a few unseemly 
puns and jokes. 

A young Mormon wife, in a fit of absent- 
mindedness at the post-office, dropped 
herself into the box, and let the letter 
walk home, nor did she find out her mis- 
take till the clerk asked her if she were 
double or single ? " Young man," she 
replied, "don't you know that I'm staled f " 
^•Newspaper jokes, 

" My wives, Mr. Ward," sed Yung. 

" Your sarvant, Manns," sed I, as I sot 
down in a cheer which a gal brawt roe. 

" Besides these wives you see here, 
Mister Ward," sed Yung, " I hev eighty 
more in varis parts of this consecrated 
land which air sealed to me." 

"Which?" sez I, gittin' up and starin' 
at him. 

^'SeaUd,^\ seaUdt" 

"Wharebouts?" sez I. 

" I sed, sir, that they was sealed" He 
spoke in m Craggerdy \o\c^-~Artemus 
H^ard, 



Seas over, half. Fm2« Half-Sbas 
Oybb, to which may be added 
the following explanation :— 

Dr. S. G. Green, in his life of William 
Wilberforce, the philanthropist, states that 
he (Wilberforce) would say, " 1 have often 
heard that sailors on a voyage will drink 
' friends astern ' till they are half-way over, 
then ' friends ahead.' Could this custom 
be the origin of the phrase? . . . Though 
the phrase is never used, I believe, to 
denote a person completely drunk, it ori- 
ginally implied semi>intozicatioa."— JVMrf 
a$td Queries, 

Sea,. to be at (common), to be 
lost, to know nothing about a 
matter ; to be uninformed, un* 
certain. 

Second-hand daylight (popular),' 
the light of another world. 
Apparently a vulgar version of 
the light that never shines on 
sea or land. ** I'll let daylight 
into you." 

The other night she came with m 
candle in one hand and a sixpenny dagger 
in the other, and started on me in this 
style — " Where is the old kangaroo? Let 
me get at him, and I'll treat him to two- 
pennyworth of second-hand daylight f*''^ 
Music Hall Song: Why don't y^ b* 
steady ^ Maria f 

Second timer (prison), a man 
convicted and sentenced for 
the second time. 

I have known hundreds of men who 
were second timers^ who in a ten years* 
sentence had got twenty-seven months* 
remission, who were compelled to do the 
whole of this time in addition to what they 
got in the second sentence.— ^cvmm^ 
Newt, 

See, a (American), a sight " She 
determined that the world 
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should have an oppoztnnitj of 
seeing her three babes, or trins, 
or triplets, at twentj-fiTo cents 
a Me," says an Illinois news- 
paper. 

See a man, to (American), to go 
and have a drink at the bar. 

Seedy (common), unwell. Tho 
metaphor refers to a plant 
nm to seed, and conseqoentlj 

withering. 

Would it not be better for you to receive 
part (perhaps all) of your money by a wise 
ooDcealment? for however Uftfy Mr. Bag* 
shot may be now, if he hath really plajred 
Che frolic with you, you may believe he 
will play it with others. — Fielding l 
JiuUkan Wild. 

little Flanigan here is a little teedf^ as 
we say among us that practise the law.— 
C^ldsmitk, 

SeL Yidt SOLDL 

Selection (Australian), a kind of 
farm. The principle of free- 
•dtdion is established in all 
the self-goyeming Australian 
colonies. The Government 
throws open snch and such an 
area of the crown lands for 
free-M^^ion and then any one 
is allowed to %dtei or taht up so 
much land, usually 320 or 640 
acres, paying at the rate of a 
pound an acre, the payment 
being spread over a number of 
years, residence on the area 
selected for so many years, and 
certain improvements within a 
prescribed time being condi- 
tions attached. As these selee- 
tions are generally taken up for 
farms, a sdceUon has come to 



mean pretty much the same as 
a farm, though it has this 
technical meaning. 

Here they can breed a sturdy tuaStj 
To help them farm more highly, as 

mouths 
Demand subsistence from the 

teUctioM, 
And when they grow too many for its 

means 
And have acquired a rife experience. 
Send sons forth one by one to found 

fresh hives. 
^ Douglas B. W. SUuUn: Hnme 
im Austrmtia, 

Selector, free (Australian), a 
farmer. 

I venture to differ fitun my c o nespon- 
dent when, in telling me that "cocky" is 
Australian argot for a small fiumer, he 
adds, ' ' By*the-by e, jrou never hear the word 
' frumer ' over there ; it is always stUcUr 
or 'squatter.'" But I beg to state that 
many scores of times at the Antipodes I 
have heard agriculturists whose holdings 
were small, spoken of, not as "cockies" 
but as " cockatoo farmers ; " while to the 
term seUctor was generally prefixed the 
adjective ** ix^t." ^ JUtatraUd L^mdcm 
News, 

Sell (common), disappointment, 
deception, practical joke. 

Mr. Verdant Green having swallowed 
this, his friend was thereby enabled not 
only to use up old «r//r, but also to draw 
largely on his invention for new ones.— 
C. Bede : Verdmnt Grttn, 

Sell a pup, to (common), to make 
a fool of one. 

Sell, to (common), to deceiTe, 
swindle, play a practical joke 
upon a person. Said to be 
from a cheap Jack's phrase^ 
"sold again," after selling his 
goods. 
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Send a man np Green River, to 

(American), i^, to kill him. 
The phrase, on De Yere's antho- 
ritj, had its origin in a once 
famous factory on Green River, 
where a snperior kind of large 
knife was made, very popular 
among hunters and trappers. 
On the blade the words " Green 
River Works" were engraved, 
and hence the mountaineers, 
using the knife to despatch 
an adversary, literally sent his 
blood up Qreen Rivtr, 

Send-off notice (common), an 
obituary notice. 

After the funeral Huggins behaved hand> 
some ; he put the Scalper into deep mourn- 
ing, and wrote a beautiful send<>ff netic* 
laying what a loss the community had 
suffered in Scrimmy's untimely end. — Tki 
m CcUUn ButUrfly, 

Sensation (popular), a qnaxtem 
of gin. 

Sent down (University), rusti- 
cated, sent away for a certain 
lapse of time. 

When "Billy" Wykeham gave to his 
colleges at Winchester and Oxford the 
motto " Manners makyth man," we 
wonder if he considered the publication 
of skits upon "dons" to be a breach of 
sdiolarly manners. The trustees of Uni- 
versity traditions at Oxford have, however, 
no doubts upon the subject, and yesterday 
an undergraduate of New was itnt thwH 
tar irreverent jibes, published in an under- 
graduate paper for which he was held re- 
sponsible.— C/!^^. 

Sentry go (army), properly the 
Cry made by the sentry nearest 
the guard-house when it is time 
for him to be relieved, and 



which reminds the sergeant or 
corporal to turn out the next 
relief. Sentry go has come to 
be accepted as the term for any 
kind of active military duty. A 
ietUry go soldier is one who is 
always at duty, uid in the 
lesser sense always at the most 
ordinary form of duty. 

Sep (American cadet), a oadet 
who joins the academy in Sep* ^ 
tember. 

" Separates (prison), the first nine 
months of a sentence of penal 
servitude, which are passed in 
separate and solitary confine- 
ment in Pentonville or MiUbank 
prisons before going to a con* 
vict prison. 

Serang (Anglo-Indian), a native 
boatswain or chief of a Lascar 
crew, the skipper of a small 
native vessel. Persian Mrhamgt 
a commander or overseer. 

Serene, all (popular), all right. 

So fur ailserent ; but this joker, I tell yer, 

runs slap orf the track 
Wen he says that my togs and my talk are 

" the £uhion of sev'ral years back.** 

She saw he needed friendly aid. 
To grant it she was not afraid. 

Thought she " It's allseretu /'* 
—Sp^rHng Timis, 

Serg^eant- major (butchers), an 
expression used by butchers in 
garrison towns to denote a large 
piece of mutton in the rib part. 
80 called obviously from tho 
white stripes like sergeants' 
stripes. 
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Sergeant - major's brandj and 
soda (army), a stable jacket 
gold laced. 

Sergeant • major's wash cat 
(army), a new kit. The troop 
store man ; a term in the cav- 
alry where the troop sergeant- 
major has an orderly man or 
assistant who looks after the 
stores. 

Servante, the concealed shelf at 
the back of a conjuror's table. 



, to (thieves), to midergo 
penal servitude. 

He laid claim to have served both in 
Maidstone gaol and the prison of Wands- 
worth. — Greenwood : In Strange Com- 
fany. 

Serving out slops (nautical), 
punishment on the gangway. 

Se, sej (theatrical), yes. From 
the ItaUan «k 

Sessions (popular), an exclama- 
tion of surprise. 

Set about, to (popular), to chas- 
tise, beat, thrash. 

This got to my father's ears. When I 
went home he set about me with a strap. 
— Horsley : Jottings from Jail. ^* 

Set 'em up, to (American), to treat 
with drinks. 

They threaten to make him set 'ent up 
every time he tumbles in hereafter. — T. 
Stevens : A round the World on a Bicycle, 

Set her up again I also, set 'em 
up again I (American), try again, 
b^^ once more. An encourag- 



ing exhortation to any one. 
Taken from the game of ten- 
pins, where it is a cry to the boj 
when all the " men" are down. 

Rip Sam I set her «/ eigain ! 
Set her up again^ set her up eigain I 
Rip Sam 1 set her up again J 
We're all of the ChocUw tribe ! 

--Old Song. 

Setter (old cant), a spy.' (Thieves), 
a policeman in disguise or a 
man in the employ of the police 
(the French " indicateur ") who 
points out the thief for others 
to arrest. (Ck>stermongers and 
others), sevenpence; from Ita- 
lian set^e. 

Set up (American), conceited. 
"You needn't be so m< up about 
it," is a very common expres- 
sion. 

Seven pennyworth (thieves), 
seven years' penal servitude. 

Sewed up (popular), vide Sewn 
Up. 

Sewer (London), the Under- 
ground Railway. 

The sewer^ as it was called by the old 
school, would be sure to monopolise all 
traffic. — Graphic. 

Sewn up (common), exhausted, 
or simply aevon. Sewn up is pro- 
bably only one of slang's inge- 
nious variations of '* finished," 
"done," Ac, also intoxicated. 

He . . . has twice had Sir Rumble 
Tumble ... up to his place, and took 
care to tell you that some of the party 
were pretty considerably sevon up too.— 
Thackeray: Shabby'Geni4el Story, 



Shabash — Shadow. 
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(Popular), haying no work to 
d0| drunk. 

Shabash I (Anglo-Indian), well 
done I bravo! From the Persian 
tKah-haihf rex jUut thoa shalt 
become a king! The authors 
of the Anglo-Indian Glossary 
verj happily and ingeniously 
illustrate this interjection with 
the following quotation. 

" At pueri ludentes, rex eris, aiant, 
Si recte fades." 

— Horace^ Epist. I., i. 

So boys in play cry out, " Thou shalt be 

lung, 
If thou dost rightly I" 

Used also in America. 
Shack (West American), a hut. 

It happened one Sunday afternoon that 
I, Scott, Davidson, Hank, and Mitchell 
were in one of the shacks or huts, and 
they were idly listening to me. — R, 
Morley: Th4 IVgstem At/enttu, 

• 

In Canadian society the word 
is used for a house dwelling. 
In America a vagabond, pro- 
vincial English. In Norfolk a 
mendicant is termed a thack- 
hag ; to ahack^ or go at thack, to 
wander about. 

Shad-belly (American), a Phila- 
delphia term for a Quaker, in 
special reference to the dress 
worn by the Friends. The 
Quaker coat in its outline from 
the neck to the end of the 
skirt is cut in a curve exactly 
corresponding to that of the 
ventral line of a tftod, whence 
the term. 



Shadder, for shadow, a woman 
who watches prostitutes termed 
dress-women. 

She's a dress-woman, that's what she is 
. . . one of them that they tog out that 
they may show off at their best and make 
the most of their faces . . . they can't trust 
'em . . . you might tell that by the shad- 
d€r. — /. Greenwood: Seven Cmnes oj 

JLOHUOtU 

Shade, to (thieves), to conceal, 
keep secret. 

I felt 'alf inclined to dance, till I re- 
membered as I must shade it from Jem, 
and the boys, or they'd be wanting their 
comer, and I didn't bloomin' well feel in- 
clined toj cut up my luck. — SporHmg 
Times. 

Shadkin (American), a marriage 
broker. From the Yiddish tihadr 
chen, also called a " chasserem- 
schlnpfer." " A chasserem- 
schlupfer is ahner der a Hoch* 
zich zamine brengt un Chusea 
und Ealle mocht" (D. H. L.). 

The shadkin business has received a bad 
set-back in Brooklyn. A shadkin u a 
marriage broker. He is a very useful 
man. He finds out spinsters who have 
money and then he makes a bargain with 
some fellow who wants a wife with money 
and gets the couple introduced. Ten per 
cent, of the dowry goes to the shadkin 
when the others become kin. — Amencmn 
Paper, 

Shadow (thieves), a first-class 
detective, one who possesses to 
a high degree the power of 
remembering the peculiar fea- 
tures and characteristics of 
persons, added to indomitable 
perseverance in following those 
whom he has spotted. 
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Shadow — Shake. 



Shadow, to (popular), to dog a 
person. 



The immediate caase of the present i 
vms that for some months past the male 
defendant had shadowed him wherever be 
went.— ZTm// TtUgm^ 

S h a d J (common), disbonefi, 
questionable, of doubtful pro- 
priety. 

Although it may be tkmdy when you wish 
to mash a lady, 
To wink at her and umply whisper, 
"Tottie!" 

—Birdd Frttd^m, 

A tkadji trick is a mean one 
or a contemptible one, from the 
want of ability displayed. 

Shagf, to (common), futnere. 
From provincial sAaJbf, same 
meaning. '* ZofavKj, Anglice a 
Bchakere," nominale MS. 

Shas^ back, to, to hesitate and 
hang back in the field before 
the enemy, or in a lesser de- 
gree, when hunting or riding a 
steeplechase, to crane at and 
refuse a fence. From a pro- 
vincial term (Gloucestershire), 
to <Aa^, to slink away. 

Shah (popular), a great swelL 

"Guessed it in once, old Ogsland!** 
went on Posh. " Perish me pink if it 
wasn't a bloomin' copper, all as blue as 
mould I And wasn't he a tkmk^ neither ! ** 
^•^porting Times, 

Shake (popular), a prostitute. 
Abbreviation of thakuUr (which 
see), or more probably from 
the provincial jAolre, fntuere. 
In the north tlkahet means a 



bad character. (Printers), an 
expression used to desozibe a 
*'slur** or "maekle" inaprinted 
sheet, Qaused by uneven im- 
pression or "drag." 



a stick at, to (American), 
a very common expression, 
meaning "more than can be 
counted.** Thus, "there are 
more people there than yon can 
tkake a Uiek at.** Another 
meaning is " worthless," as for 
instance, "there was nothing 
there to eat, worth ihaking a 
ttick at.*' As regards the for- 
mer, it has always seemed to 
the writer that it must have 
been of New York Dutch origin, 
and perhaps in its first form 
was "more than you can shake " 
or "hit with a stick." In Dutch 
9eKok (like rtoot) is, aocording 
to Sewel, not only to shake 
but to hit And it would be a 
very likely thing for a Dutch- 
man endeavouring to say that 
there was more fruit or nuts 
on a tree than you could strike 
with a stick, to say, "more 
than you could strike at with 
a stick '* and translate the word 
with "shake." Such an ex- 
pression is too natural not to 
have occurred, and too quaint 
not to catch the American 
fancy for odd sayings. Thus 
" tie the dog loose," from some 
German's version of lotbinden, 
"tar him mit fedders," for 
"tar and feather him," and 
" trow him mit ecks," pelt him 
with eggs, have all become 
" household words in the street." 



Shake-lurk — Shakes. 
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Shake-lurk (old cant), a letter 
prepared for a vagabond stating 
that he has incurred a great 
loss, snch as sickness or ship- 
wreck. As it is a lying letter, 
it is probable that the term 
owes its origin to the Yiddish 
thakoTt a falsehood. Also icAe»- 
ker. But it is quite as possible 
that tihake is the provincial 
" shack," a vagabond. 

Shaker (popular), an omnibus, a 
shirt. 

Shake, shakes (American), a fair 
«Aaike, a good opportunity, offer, 
bargain or chance. Provincial 
English shakes, a bargain. 

Shalces (common), no great sihakeij 
not much, of a poor description, 
not up to much. 

Will Douglas, no great shakes at metre, 
did write these lines.— T, CaHyU: Cmm* 
welts Letters, 

And though the acting was no great 
skakeSi yet the singing was, and her last 
note took us and everybody else by sur- 
prise. — Punch, 

" Well, he's na great shakes," returned 
the coal-whipper's wife, in relenting tones ; 
"he's had a homin', as he calls it, and 
that always upsets him."—/. Greenwood: 
Tag, Rag, ^ Co, 

"It is probable that »hake$ 
here is identical with the pro- 
vincial word thake, to brag, 
which must be of ancient usage, 
as we find ^schdkare, or cracker, 
or booste maker, lactator, philo- 
compus,' in the Fromptorimn 
Parvulorum, about 144a These 
words are near akin to Danish 
tkogger, noisy, roaring (in tbog* 



ger -hater, roar of laughter, Ac.), 
Icelandic tikak, tkakr, a noise. 
For the change of meaning 
from 'making a noise,' to 
'boasting,' compare crock, old 
English crcUse, any loud noise, 
a boast, a brag {ef, 'a crack 
regiment,' one to boast of); 
brag, to make a loud noise 
(akin to bray, Latin Jragor), 
to boast. Thus no great ihaka 
would mean nothing to make 
a noise or brag about. Other- 
wise we may look for it in the 
provincial shakes, a bargain^ 
comparing Danish skakkre, to 
peddle, or huxter; Icelandic 
skakka, to balance. These latter 
words seem to be cognate with 
Anglo-Saxon scaean; Icelandic 
sikaka, to shake or wave (of the 
balance), just as weigh and wag 
are related" (A. Smythe Palmer). 
It has also been suggested that 
no great shakes may possibly be 
attributed to the expression to 
shake the elbow, i.e,, to play at 
dice, thus, no great shakes, a 
bad throw. 

Shakes, in a brace of (popular), 
in an instant. Also " in a couple 
of shakes." Supposed to be 
from a <^i^fc»'in music, but really 
from provincial English shakcj 
a quick motion. Compare with 
the French "en deux temps," 
in an instant; literally in two 
motions, from a fencing term* 

Now Dragon could kill a wolf in a Srmee 
0/ shakes,— Reade: Cloister and Hoesrth. 
I'll be back in a cou/le 0/ shakes. 
So don't, dears, be quivering and trembling. 
^Ingoldsby Legend* : Bain 
in the W0od. 
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Shakester — Shallow. 



(popular), 
a female. "Amongst coster- 
mongers this term is inyariably 
applied to ladies or the wives 
of tradesmen, and females 
generally, of the classes im- 
mediately above them" (Hot- 
ten). In America a $haJcuter is 
a lady, and ihickster a woman. 
Derived from the German- 
Hebrew thigid, ikiacen, $hiehiU, 
a girL In Yiddish vocabulary 
H is defined as a Christian girl. 

Shakes, the (theatrical), a 
synonym for stage fright. No 
actor or actress, worthy of the 
name, ever goes on the stage 
for a new part, without suffer- 
ing from this most terrible of 
all complaints. Most actors feel 
it more or less every night for 
a few moments previous to 
making their appearance before 
the public. The emotional 
temperament, and the tendency 
to hysteria, which are the dis- 
tinguishing characteristics of 
all great artists render them 
peculiarly susceptible to the 

Shake the ghost into one, to 
(popular), to frighten one. 

Shake the red rasf, to (tailors), 
to threaten or discharge. The 
red rag here probably means 
the tongue. 

Shake, to (Australian popular), 
to steal. Originally imported 
by convicts into New South 
Wales, this word has passed 



into universal use among school- 
boys, bushmen, shepherds, &c. 
When *' taking" is stealing, it 
is called shaking. When *' tak- 
ing" is only a breach of eti- 
quette, it is called " jumping ; " 
you would thake a person's 
watch, but you would only 
"jump" the seat which he had 
engaged in a railway carriage. 

Shake np (American), to obtain, 
get, procure. As if one had got 
game by shaking np or beating 
the bushes or coverts. 

I never saw such magnificent weather 
for drying clothes. They don't shake «> 
any such climate as this in Italy. — Mmx 
AdtUr. 

Shakinsf a cloth in the wind 

(nautical), slightly intoxicated, 
a drunken man being unsteady, 
like a sail that trembles in the 
wind. 

Shallow (popular), a barrow used 
by costermongers. 

And here they are after it — in rehides 
for the greater part ; in carts and '* half- 
carts," and skailffws and harrows. — /. 
Grtenwood: Low-Life Deeps. 

(Beggars), the mKoUow dodge, 
explained by quotation. 

It may be here mentioned that the 
"shaller," or more properly shallow dodge, 
is for a beggar to make capital of his rags, 
and a disgusting condition of semi-nudity ; 
to expose his shoulders, and his knees, and 
shirtless chest, pinched and blue with cold. 
A pouncing of the exposed parts with 
common powder blue is found to heighten 
the frost-bitten effect, and to excite the 
compassion of the charitable.—/. Green- 
wood: Seven Curses of London, 



Shallow — Shank. 
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SliAllow core, shiverinsf Jemmy 
(popular), a beggar of the male 
kind, Tery scantily clothed ; 
**$haliow mot" is the female. 
Also $haUow hUke. 

"What do you caU a skallaw bhkeV* 
"He is a cove that acts the turnpike 
sailor ; pretends he has been shipwrecked 
and so on." — Tem/U Bar, 

A beggar of this description 
is said to go on the $?uUlow9. 
This word is possibly connected 
with to aJuiUt to shell, take the 
shell or coat off. 

Shandy-gfaff (common), a drink 
composed half of beer, half of 
ginger beer. Sometimes stent 
or other liquors are used instead 
of beer. 

This functionary has a staff of natives 
luder him for the purpose of serving out 
the beer, rum, soda water, and lemonade, 
the latter cooling drinks, which are always 
kept in ice, being very much used by some 
of the thirsty souls for the purpose of 
making shandygaff. — Brunltes Patter- 
um : Life in the Rasiks. 

Shaney, shanny (popular), a f ooL 
Probably from the expression 
t^nny-pated, giddj-pated, {.«., 
with no more brains than a 
thanny^ a small fish that lurks 
under stones and weeds. 

And out ran every soul beside, 
A xAaxM^'-pated crew. 

—Bloom/ield: The Horkey. 

Or perhaps from the Yiddish 
fcAeina, meaning the same. Yidt 
Sheeny. 

Shanghai-ing (nautical), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

I fail to find the term ShangheU'tttg in 
either slang or other dictionary, although, 



amongst sailors, it is a commoD word, de- 
noting a common occurrence. Anglicised, it 
means, " Catching an unsuspecting lands- 
man near a ship wanting hands ; drugging 
and robbing him ; shipping him as an A. B. , 
and securing his first month's wages in ad- 
vance." The authors of this villainy rely for 
security principally on the dunce of death 
at sea, and then, should the improvised 
sailor succeed in reaching land safely, on 
his silence regarding the affair, owing to 
its apparent improbability and a desire to 
escape exposure. — Evenittg Neva, 

(Australian), a shanghai is a 
boy's catapult. Small birds are 
not favourite quarry of the 
small Australian catapulter ; 
like his rival, the larrikin, his 
special prey is the Chinaman. 
In the writer's memoiy, even 
the sons of high police officials 
found themselves in the dock 
charged with ihanghai'ing China- 
men. Perhaps the instrument 
is so called in delicate allusion 
to those whom it is used to 
execute. (American), a dandy. 

Shanks' mare. Shanks' pony, a 
popular saying meaning on foot. 

This David Dunn was son of so poor a 
settler that there was no horse at home at 
his disposal ; out West there is almost the 
same scorn for a person who goes even a 
little distance on foot as in Spain or Mexico 
or the Southern States before the great 
Civil War reduced the descendants of the 
cavaliers to the universal and proverbial 
Shanks' mare.—H. L, JViUiame : Bttffala 
Bill. 

Shank, the (American), the bal- 
ance, what remains; as, for 
example, one friend might say 
to another, " Suppose you come 
in and spend the 9hcmk of the 
evening with me?" ie., the 
lesser or later part. 
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Shafi^i— Shark. 



Th« old Kentockian who in the skmmJkt 
at the evening was wont to maintain there 
was no such thing as bad Kentucky 
whisky, admitted with extreme reluctance, 
even in the early sermons and soda-water 
period of the day after, that it mi|^t 
be pocsible some Kentucky whisky was 
better than otlwrs.~IK A. Pmtom : Dtwm 

v^W 4wMwWu9we 

Slian't plaj, I (Anstnliui popu- 
lar), I am annoyed, I don't 
like it A metaphor taken from 
children peevish over a game 
saying, / «^n*< jlay. If a per- 
son is being chaffed, or if he 
finds a thing difficult, such as 
climbing up the soft ashes near 
the top of Yesnvios, he would 
say, / thoaCt play. 

Shanty (circus and showman), a 
public-house is always called by 
this name. Properly jAonty is 
a mean dwelling-hut, temporary 
building or erection, said to be 
from Irish tean, old; and %, 
a house (Webster). The word 
is, however, claimed to be of 
American origin, from Canadian 
French cAofUter, meaning the 
same. (Nautical), a song. 

It was a tough pull, as the shark was 
over fifteen feet in length, until the mate 
suggested a shanty, or sea-song, a cor- 
ruption of the French word chanter, which 
a fo'csle Mario commenced, and the rest 
joined in vigorous chorus. So Carcharias 
vu/^aris, as naturalists call the white 
shark, left his native element to the rous- 
ing strains of— 

** Were you ever in Quebec, 
Ho. la! ho,lal 
Hoisting timber on the deck I 
Ho, la ! ho, la I 
With a wiU now— Heave, oh I " 
— ZV/tv// Frte Prm, 



A contributor to a Ixmdoin 
journal declares that this is not 
a true sailor's word, but of 
literary origin, and only of late 
years. 

Shape (American), " to travel on 
one's $hape " is to get on, or pay 
debts, or live or succeed by the 
virtue of prepossessing IooIes. 

He has no more tense than a shad, yon 
know. 
Nor haU'the wit of an ape ; 
But hell get on while here below. 
By travelling on his shape. 

^Ballad: BeauHfiU BiUy. 

Shaps (American), leather leg- 
gings. Probably from t^p (pro- 
vincial English) tight-laoed, 
shapely, fit, comely. iSftopet, 
a tight-laced, jaunty girL 

A pair of sha^s or leather overalls, with 
tags and fringes down the seams. — Alex, 
Stavely Hiil : From Home to Home, 

Shark (army), a recruit. (Yale 
University), reckless absence 
from college, or shirking of its 
duties. Applied both to the 
thing itself and to the person. 
(Common), a sharper, rogue, or 
cheat. "Commonly suppcxied 
to be a figurative use of the 
word %Kaxk, It is really a 
slightly disguised form of Ger- 
man 9t\urkt^ a cheat or knave ; 
Dutch Khurh^ a shark, rascal'* 
(Sewel). The French "requin 
de terre," for an attorney, seems, 
however, to support the figura- 
tive use of ihark^ the fish. 

Shark, to (nautical), to purloiiL 

In the mess I was in, we took up our 
full whack of provisions, conqninog tfarw 



Sharp — Shebang, 
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tias of preserred Fanny Adams, a certain 
amount of floor, fat, and figs, which we 
had saved, and of coarse, salt horse, and 
salt pork ; well that, and what we sharked. 
We were determined to hare a grand 
flare-up, as regards our Inead-haskets.— 
Tit-Bits. 

Sharp. ' ' A similar expression to 
' two pun' ten/ used by assist- 
ants in shops to signify that a 
customer of suspected honesty 
is amongst them. The shop- 
man in this jcase would ask 
one of the assistants, in a voice 
loud enough to be generally 
heard, ' Has Mr. Sharp come in 
yet ' " (Hotten)^ 

Shave (common), a narrow escape. 
Hotten has ''a false alarm, a 
hoax, a sell. This term was 
much in vogue in the Crimea 
during the Russian campaign — 
that is, though much used by 
the military before then, the 
term did not, until that period, 
become known to the general 
public." Almost invariably 
heard as a close fhave. 

Shaver (popular), a veiy short 
jacket. A cunning fellow, one 
keen in making bargains, dose- 
thaving being sharp dealing. A 
little, insignificant man. 

And yet, wi' funny, queer Sir John, 
He was an unco' shaver^ 
For monie a day. 

— Bums : A Dnmm, 

Among all the characters which he bears 
in the world, no one has ever given him 
credit for being a cunning shaver (be it 
here observed in a parenthesis that I sup- 
pose the word shaver in this so common 
expression to have been corrupted from 
shavtlin^t the old contemptuous word for 
Kpswity^Scuthiy : ThiDocttr, 
VOL. IL 



Much did Aunt Fan disapprove of the 

plan; 
She tiuned up her dear little snub at " the 



She ** could not believe it" — "could 

scarcely conceive it 
Was possible." What ! such a place I and 

then leave it 1— 
And all for a " shrimp " not as high as my 

hati— 
A little contemptible shaver like that I 
With a broad pancake face, and eyes 

buried in fat I 

—Ingoldshy Legends, 

In the latter meaning the 
word is possibly from the gypsy 
%haviet ehavy, or ehavoy a child 
or son. In old provincial Eng- 
lish, however, a Aaving is any^ 
thing small, and thaver a small 
child. 

Shave, to (drapery trade), to 
charge a customer for an artiole 
more than the marked price. 
When the master sees an op- 
portunity of doing this he 
strokes his chin as a signal to 
his assistant (Hotten). Ladies 
are the chief customers at 
drapers', and this process is 
facetiously described as " t/Uiv- 
ing the ladies.' 



it 



Shaving through (common), just 
escaping failure at an examina- 
tion, or in anything. 

Shebang (American), a shanty, or 
small house of boards. No one 
has ever explained the origin of 
this term, but it may be noted 
that there are exactly seven 
board-surfaces in a shanty, the 
four upright sides, the two 
sides of the roof, and the floor« 

P 
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Shebang — Shekels. 



and that the word tkAang, in 
Hebrew, means seven. 

For last night we had a tempest — while 

the mighty thunder rang, 
Up there came a real guster, which blew 

down the whole thtbang^. 
Shibmng is a word from Hebrew, meaning 

seven sayeth Krupp, 
And applied to any shanty where they play 

at seven-up. 

— Tlu Story of Mr. Scro^er^ 
ArcJuttct. 

Shed a tear, to (common), taking 
a glass of spirits. In the early 
part of the eighteenth century, 
in the days of Allan Ramsay, 
the Scottish poet, the phrase 
for a dram was a *' bender," from 
the action of bending the elbow 
to raise the glass to the lips. 
The modem phrase applied to 
a drunkard, " he crooks his 
elbow," is synonymous. French 
"lever le coude." The Ameri- 
cans call a dram of alcohol a 
»mUe; and the question, '* Will 
you smile ?" signifies " Will you 
drink?" 

Shee (Charterhouse), a plum* 
pudding or cake. 

Sheen (Scotch), bad money. 
Probably alluding to the " glit- 
ter," or possibly from German 

• Ukein^ a bank-bill. 

Sheenj (Yiddish and popular), a 
common and not very respect- 
ful word for a Jew, used prin- 
cipally in the slang of the 
Goyim or Gentiles, but also to 
be heard in jest among Jews. 
It is probably taken from tch^na 
— " tchelna jaudea lischkol " — a 

. stupid fellow who does not 



know enough to ask or inquire. 
Schien, a policeman, and sdU- 
ener, a house-thief, may have 
contributed to form this zather 
obscure word. 



Benny is a smart boy. The lesaoo 
bein' read to him about Joseph bein' 9(4d 
by his brothers into bondage. Vhen it tss 
concluded the master asks, " Vat moral do 
ve draw from this?" Benny didn't need 
to think for a minate. " Steer clear of 
skeemes," says he, " if yoa don't Tant to 
get sold." By my blessed gexundt, the 
boys right. — sporting Tiwus. 

Also used by thieves. 

Took the daisies to a sktney, and done 
them for thirty blow. — HortUy : Jottirngt 
from Jail. 

In America a pawnbroker is 
sometimes called a aheeney. 

Sheepskin fiddle (theatrical), the 
big drum. Also used by soldiers. 

Sheepskin fiddlers (anny), drum- 
mers. 

Sheep wash, to (Winchester Ck>l- 
lege), to throw a man into the 
water. 

Sheffield handicaps, well-known 
sprint races in which there is 
no scratch man, the real scratch 
man receiving an enormous start 
from an imaginary flyer. It is 
possible that originally the idea 
was that when each man was 
told his start, he would not 
know the exact distance he had 
to run, but the whole afEair is 
shrouded in mystery. 

Shekels (London), money, coin. 
Properly an ancient Jewish 
coin, in value about 28. 6d. 



Shelf— Shepherd. 



227 



When yoa've been radng, and rmked in 
the sJukiiSf and you come back to Romano's 
and order a " Noisette de Brtbant," you 
get a mutton-chop with the bone tidcen 
out. — S/orttMg Times, 

Shelf, on the (popnlar), in pawn. 
(Army), under arrest. French 
thieves use the expression, " sur 
la planche an pain," arrested 
and committed for trial 

Shell-back (nautical), a sailor; 
also " old shell" 

Shell out, to (commoD), to paj, 
disburse ; a metaphor, or out 
with one's thetU or monej, pos- 
sibly alluding to the cowries or 
shells used in Southern Asia, on 
the coast of Guinea, and in the 
Philippine Islands. 

Will you be kind enough, sir, to shell 
out for the price of a daacent horse? — Miss 
Edgrworth: Love and Law. 

Come, fork out, old Flint I . . sMloui, 
old fellow l—^a/^rr; Recollections ^ a 
Detective, 

Also used in America. 

It may be imagined I had to shell out 
pretty freely. In all I reckon it cost me 
more than 25 dollars. — O'Reilly : Fifty 
Years on the Trail, 

Shells, brown (popular), onions. 

In these ways may the enormous demand 
for brown shells and " big 'uns " be to 
some extent accounted for; but as one 
contemplates men, women, and cKildren 
busy among the heaps as ants on an ant* 
hill, and bearing <^, with satisfaction 
beaming in their faces, onions enough to 
garnish steak or tripe through all the days 
in the year.—/. Greenwood: In Strmngt 
Company. 

Shelving (printers), a man in 
writing his weekly bill \a nid to 



have ahdved it if he does not 
fully charge up the work done 
by him — in contradistinction to 
*' horsing," or charging in ad- 
vance of work done. 

Shenanigan (American), humbug, 
deceit. 

Jim took his bill, two days' board, $9.69, 
and eyeing the puzxled landlord as though 
he suspected some shenaniganf he broke 
out : " I want to see them ar books I "— 
New York Mercury, 

Bartlett says, "Foolery or 
nonsense when advanced to 
cover some scheme.^' This 
indicates, accurately, the begin- 
ning or commencing of some- 
thing disgraceful. In Dutch 
this would be expressed by 
ichen-aangcMnfio begin anything 
disreputable. Schen is the root 
of both. Sehenden and achende, 
violence and shame. This is 
only offered as a merely possible 
derivation of the word. 

Shepherd, to (English and Aus- 
tralian popular), to watch, to 
play the spy on,, to guard, to 
pay court to. The metaphor is 
obviously taken from shepherd- 
ing sheep. Adversaries opposite 
each other at football are said 
to ahepherd or watch each other. 
A man may shepherd a rich 
uncle or rich heiress, a detective 
$hepherdi a criminal whom he 
suspects of planning a felony. 
A man thepherdt one of his own 
side at football by keeping off 
adversaries while he is running 
or kicking. 
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Sherbet — Shindy. 



Sherbet (popular), a glass of anj 
warm alcoholic liquor, as grog, 
fto. A misapplication. ^ 

Sherry-fnsf, to (Universities), to 
spend the* afternoon indoors 
drinking sheny. 

Shice, shicey, shicer (popular 
and theatrical), nothing, no 
good. Fuitf Shiceb. (Thieves), 
counterfeit, specially counter- 
feit coin. 

Shicer, shyster, the lowest and 
vilest kind of a man. The term 
is supposed to have been first 
used in England among the 
lowest order of Jews. It is said 
to be derived from the German 
$cheu»er{lAt, eaeatar), but may be 
influenced by the Yiddish $heikert 
a lie, falsehood, or liar (Heb. 
tAdbar). " Sheiker we Idsun," 
lies and falsehood. In New York 
the word shytter is specially 
applied to the lowest type of 
criminal lawyer — "a Tombs 
lawyer.'* (Diggings), a hole 
that yields nothing. 

Shicksas (London), a certain class 
of the demi-monde. From the 
Jewish slang ihioktel, a girl. 

Shickster. Vide Shaeesteb. 
Shiktter crab^ ladies' shoes or 
boots. 

Shig (Winchester), a shilling. 

Shigg^ers (Winchester), white 
football trousers costing los. 



(Anglo-Indian), shooting 
and hunting gama Sport and 



game. Shikaree^ a native or 
European sportsman, or profes- 
sional killer of gam& 

Shikerry (popular), shabby, bad, 
shaky, doubtfuL Used in Aus- 
tralia. From provincial English 
$hidcle, fickle, doubtfuL 

Shillagalee (American), a low, 
tricky, sinister fellow. New 
York Dutch, sehedoog, one that 
is squint-eyed, associated with 
tchuUn^ to want, aiL Possibly 
Irish. 

ShilHng shocker (common), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

The shilling shocker is too much gnren 
to a beggarly setting forth of its title in 
plain, fat, black letters, on ^mple white 
paper. Even when it aspires to a picture 
cover, the illustration is generally done in 
black and white, which unwisely ignores 
the noble and still unslaked thirst for blood 
which consumes the consumers of those 
Belshazzar's feasts of the imagination. — 
Globe. 

Shimmary Hall, St. Mary's Hall, 
Oxford. 

Shindy. Most probably from the 
gypsy chindi, literally a cut, or 
cutting up, which is again con- 
fused with ehinger, which has 
the same meaning and also 
signifies a quarrel. Shines^ as 
applied to noisy deeds, mis- 
chief, rioting, Ac, may be from 
the same root, a conjecture 
which is supported by the fact 
that it is always associated with 
cut, e.ff., "He is cutting up 
shines." 



Shindy — Shin-plaster, 
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Shiiie-iui£f (costers), a token of 
bankruptcy, or being " cracked 
up." "You'll ruin the ahvne- 
nag if jou go on like that.** 

Shiner (popular), a sovereign ; 
thinert, gold coins, monej. 

'Twas Isobar — this goodly tip — 

And Epsomwards I hurried, 
Expecting to recoup my trip 

When safely home he'd scurried, 
But when, at length, 'twas plain to see 

That I had lost each sJtinerf 
My jubilation .struck a key 

Comparatively miner. 

— Spcrting Times. 

To let a lord of land want shiners^ 'tis 
a shame. — Foote : Tfu Minor. 

(Tailors), a ahineVf a boastful 
fellow. 

Shines. Vide Cur up Shines. 

Shine, to (tailors), to boast. 
(Popular), to take a shine, to be 
partial to a person or thing, to 
take a fancy. 

Shiney (popular), gold. 

We'll soon fill both pockets with the 
shiney in California. — Reade: Nevir too 
Late to Mend. 

Shing^le (American), hanging out 
a thingle, i.e., to put up one's 
sign or name over a shop 
or office. Of Western orig^, 
ihingUa having been used there 
for the purpose named. 

Shing^le short, haying a (Aus- 
tralian), equivalent to " having 
a tile loose/* i.e., being slightly 
crazy or idiotic. 

Shingle tramper (nautical), a 
coastguard. 



Shinning around (American), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

" Fossicldng about " is now used as a 
general term for what the Americans call 
skinning around^ or what we should 
qualify as " ferreting iboMt.'*'— J Uustrattd 
London News, 

To thin means also to walk. 

Shinny on your own side 1 (pro- 
vincial and American). Shinney 
is the game termed hockey in 
England, and the exclamation 
is a suggestion to a person to 
attend to his own personal in- 
terest in anything. Shinney is 
provincial English for hockey. 

Shin out, to (popular), to pay 
up money. Probably from the 
phrase, "to break one's shins,'* 
to borrow money from himu 

Shin-plaster (American), a term 
applied ever since the revolu- 
tionary war (1776) to depreci- 
ated currency. 

The House Committee on Banking and 
Currency will to-morrow makea farourable 
report to the House upon the bill providing 
for the issue of $25,000,000 in fractional 
currency. The demand for these small 
notes for transmission through the mails 
has increased within the past year, and 
numerous petitions asking for a return to 
the convenient skin-plaster have been 
received during the present Congress.— 
Nrw York World, 

Also used in England for a 
cheque or bank-note. 

Mr. gave a cheque for a monkey 

... he was flourishing the skin-^lasigr in 
question at Sandown.— k^^^f^Mjf Timet. 
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Shin-plaster — Shirking. 



Bartlett tells the familiar tale 
as to the origin of the word, 
that after the old continental 
correncj hxul become almost 
worthless, an old soldier used 
a quantity of it to make plasters 
for a wooden leg. It is, how- 
ever, worth noting that the 
German and Datch words schein 
or tchyn, approach very nearly 
to ichecn, thin, in the latter, 
and that they mean paper 
currency. A German proverb 
speaks of money as a plaster for 
every ill, and the peasants call 
a great price " a hot plaster." 
There is reason to believe that 
the phrase a shin-plaster will be 
foond to be a translation from 
the Grerman. The term is some- 
times applied to "fractional 
currency," or notes of small 
value. Again it may be derived 
from the slang phrase " to break 
shins," to borrow money. The 
term shin-plaster is used in 
England. SJieen (which see), 
Scotch for bad money, is much 
older than the American Re- 
volutionary War. 

Shins (common), to break one's 
thinsy to borrow money from one. 
A corresponding French phrase 
is, "Donner im coup de pied dans 
les jambes." 

Shin-scraper (prison), explained 
by quotation. 

The treadmill sktHScraptr (arising, it 
may be assumed, on account of the ope- 
rator's liability, if he is not careful, to get 
his shins scraped by the ever-revolving 
wheel).—/* Gntnwood: Softn Curus <^ 
LomtUm. 



Shin up a tree, to (common), to 
climb up a tree. 

'Ship (printers), abbreviation for 
" comp»anionship " — a body of 
compositors that work together 
and share alike all round, as 
regards the rate of pay per 
hour, a clicker being appointed 
to take charge and write the 
general bill. 

Shipped (American University), 

expelled. 

Ship, to (Shrewsbury school), to 
be unsuccessful in repeating 
lessons. 

Shirking^ (Eton), explained bj 
quotation. 

Shirking was a marvellous inrention. 
Fellows were allowed to boat on the river, 
bat all the approaches to it were out of 
bounds ; we might walk on the terrace of 
Windsor Castle, but it was unlawful to be 
caught in the streets of Windsor which led 
to the terrace. ... If, happening to be 
out of bounds, you saw a master approach- 
ing, you had to shirks which was done by 
merely stepping into a shop. The master 
might see you, but he was supposed not 
to see you ; the shirking was accepted as 
tantamount to a recognition that you knew 
you were breaking rules, and this wxu 
enough to disarm magisterial resentment. 
The absurdity of this system was, that to 
buy anything in the shops in High Street, 
where all the school tradesmen dwelt, we 
were obliged to go out of bounds. — Brins- 
ley Richards : Seven Vean at Etcn. 

Skeat derives the English 
word shirk from shark ; but 
tikirky a slunking rascal, has a 
direct affinity with the Ger- 
man tehUrke both in sound and 
meaning. 



Shirt — Shoe, 
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Shirt (turf), '* to put one's «Atrf on 
a horse/' to lose all one's money 
on a horse. The French saj of 
a man in extremes, " il a vendu 
jusqu'^ sa chemise." 

" Now the word M/r/," said the peda* 
gogue, " b a common noun, and means an 
undergarment for men." 

" And for horses, sir," put in a sharp 
youngster. 

*' For horses ? What do you mean ? ** 

" Father says he is going to put his on 
Friar's Balsam for the Derby, sir ! " 

There was trouble in that class. — Bird 
c' Freedom. 

(Common), to lose one's tihirtj 
to lose one's temper. Also " to 
lose one's hair." 

Shirt out, to have one's (osed in 
England, but more in AnstraliaX 
to be angry. Probably this 
expression has arisen from the 
shirt working oat between the 
breeches and waistcoat daring 
a straggle. To have on£% %hiH 
outt therefore, denotes excite- 
ment and thus anger. Another 
possible derivation is from the 
provincial thurtyt to bustle 
about. 

Shirty (common), angry. Used 
more in Australia and America. 

Shivereen, a (Canadian), ex- 
plained by quotation; a word 
imitated from the French eh€Mri» 
vari. 

The second night of my stay in Chehailis 
we had a wedding celebrated according to 
local custom by a sAwareen, which is a 
performance of the following description : 
When the fond bridegroom and his blush- 
ing bride have supped and gone to roost, 
their friends and well-wishers, motttly 
males, arrive from the neighbouriog 



ranches, bringing with them guns, rifles, 
drums, horse-fiddles, and other musical 
instruments. With these they commence 
a lively serenade, firing volleys, and work- 
ing the horse-fiddle, a big wooden box, 
with a very active stick innde, until the* 
unhappy pair turn out and drink the 
healths of their untimely visitors. Should 
the husband turn rusty, his callers may 
possibly pull his roof off, pour water down 
his chimneys, or forcibly extract him m 
statu quo from his nuptial couch. — Phil- 
Uppi'Wolley: Trottings 0/ a Tendtifooi. 

Shoe-goose (Anglo-Indian), a 
term which shows how many 
Anglo-Indian words are manu- 
factured. It is applied to the 
lynx, and is a corruption of 
the Persian siyah-goah, literally 
"flock ear." 

Shoe-leather (thieves), a thiefa 
warning cry when be hears any 
one coming. French thieves, in 
a like circumstance, will say, 
" chou I chou I " or " acresto." 

Shoe-strinsf (American). When 
a man bets a small sum and 
runs it up to a large amount, it 
is called a slioe'ttring. 

Shoes, another pair of (popular), 
quite different. 

We'll show 'em ancthgr pair of shoes 
than that, Pip, won't us^.—Dicktns : Great 
Ex^taiions. 

Said to be a corruption of the 
French eKose; but that is im- 
probable, as the French have 
a corresponding and kindred 
phrase, '*c'est une autre paire 
de manches." 

Shoe, to (popular), a variation of 
making one " pay his footing." 
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Shoful — ShooHng'irons. 



S h o f u 1 (costermongers and 
thieves), counterfeit, base coin, 
sham jewellery. A tJioful, an 
impostor. *' This cant term ori- 
ginated among the Jews, and is 
the Hebrew ghdfdl (or tMphdl), 
low, base, vile, the word which 
David applied to himself when 
he danced before the ark (2 
Sam. vi. 22). Majhew quotes 
ihovrfulSf bad money, as a piece 
of costermongers' slang. It is 
curious to find the word once 
used by the King of Israel still 
living in the vocabulary of a 
London costermonger. Com- 
pare showf ul, showy " (Smythe- 
Falmcr). (Popular), a hansom 
cab, t.e., in the shape of a thovd, 
the original appellation. It is 
said, however, that they were 
at first despitefully called sho- 
fuUf ic, bad ones. Schoful ap- 
pears in Dutch slang as ^ofel, 
bad. The word is common all 
over Germany, Belgium, and 
Holland. 

Shoful-pitcher (thieves), a passer 
of base coin. Vide Shoful. 

Shoful -pitching. Vide Shoful- 

PlTCHEK. 

Shoful • pullet (popular), a gay 
girl. Vide Shoful. 

Shoke (Anglo-Indian), a hobby, 
a whim, a favourite pursuit. 
Arabic shank, 

Shoon (thieves), a fool, a lout. 
Probably from the Hebrew. 
Vidt Shjebbnsy. 



Shoot (American), a slang phrase 
equivalent to *' bother that!" 
" stop it I " " keep that out I " 

Once in a while a man may take 
A little holiday ; 

Don't talk to me about the shop I 
Oh sh4>ot the shop, I say I 

Miss Mabel Brown has jilted me, and that 

b nothing new of her 7 
Oh shoot Miss Mabel Brown, I say ! Miss 

Wilkins is worth two of her. 

— Westtm Ngwus, 

Shck>t is a Lancashire term, to 
get rid of, reject, eliminate. 

I'll gie ya fifteen shillin apiece for those 
hundred cows, and ya'll let me sMact ten 
on 'em. — Peacock : LonsdaU Glossary. 

The parallel phrase, to get 
tikut of, is still used in Ireland 
and provincial English. In the 
Cleveland dialect, to get thot 
of. (Popular), a lot collected 
for sale. 

Mr. had a'.big show of u^ul har- 
ness and hack horses, and as they were 
all sound and good-looking in appearance, 
it is needless to state that the Midland 
dealer got rid of nearly the whole sJkoot, 
at prices ranging from a "score" to fifty 
guineas. — S/ortiti£^ Lift, 

Shooter (old), the guard of a 
mail coach, from his being 
armed with a blunderbuss. 

He had a word for the hostler about that 
grey mare, a nod for the shooter ox guanL — 
Thackeray: Shabby^enUel Story. 

(Printers), short for shooting- 
stick, an implement used for 
tightening up the quoins of a 
forme. 

Shooting-irons (American), fire- 
arms. 



Shooting — Shoot. 
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The jurors— good, grandfatherly 
took a different view of the matter, and did 
not seem to think that it was any harm 
for an injured female to go about the streets 
with skooting'-ironXf ready to deal, pro- 
bably, promiscuous destruction around her. 
-^Caily Telegraph. 

Shooting on the post (sport), to 
catch your opponents and win 
just before the tape. 

Shoot off your month (American), 
to talk much, or talk in a boast* 
ing manner. 

If he could kill Indians shooting of his 
mouth at them he'd soon clean them out 
all there is. — F, Francis: SaddU and 
Moccasin, 

Shoot one's linen, to (common), 
to jerk one's sleeves in order to 
show the shirt wristbands. 

And as for the garment I wear next my 

skin, 
To be "shirty" with that after years 

would be sin, 
I could once shoot my linen so spotlessly 

white, 
But now I am thinking 'twere best out of 

sight. 

— Song: Gone to Smash, 

Shoot one*s star, to (popular), 
to die. 

Shoot, the (London Railwaj). 
Walworth Road Station, on the 
London, Chatham, and Dover 
Railway, is called, par es^BeUencCt 
the Shoot, because of the large 
number of passengers who 
alight there, thus relieving the 
enormously congested traffic 
from the city stations. This is 
especially noticeable at certain 
times of the evening when those 
engaged in the city are retnzn- 
ing from business. 



Shoot the cat, to (common), to 
vomit. (Army), the bugle-call 
(in infantry) for defaulters' drill, 
60 called from the onomatopoeic 
sound of the call which it is 
fancied follows the words **shoot 
the cat — shoot the cat." Nearly 
all bugle-calls have their synony- 
mous words, as the dinner call, 
which runs " officers' wives have 
puddings and pies. Soldiers' 
wives have skill— ee 1 " and the 
second watch setting, or tattoo 
roll-call, which begins " Wiggins, 
Wiggins, Private Wiggins, come 
home to barracks," and so on to 
the end of a long tune. 

Shoot the crow (American), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

An ancient sinner was recently charged 
with shooting tht crow, i.e., obtaining 
alcoholic stimulant at public-houses, and 
making an artful retreat without paying 
for the 900I, refreshing moistture. His 
method was charmingly simple. After 
strolling into a coffee-room, he would order 
a six of whbky. On the liquor being 
brought, he usually remarked, " The water 
in the bottles looks rather cloudy, waiter. 
Just fetch some fresh, if you please." Then, 
while the gentle gar9on retired, the A. S. 
invariably drank the spirit with rapidity, 
and made tracks as speedily as possible. 
Fifteen days' "hzrd."—Fnn, 

From an allusion to eroi9- 
v)Mtky, or the best kind. 

Shoot the moon, to (conmion), to 
leave a house or lodgings by 
night, and generally removing 
the furniture without paying 
the landlord. 

My uncle's got the broker's man, 
My cousin's got a month ; 

My brother's joined a regiment, 
The hard-up ninety-ooeth. 
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My aunt she's gone to Colney Hatch, 

To spend the afternoon, 
And all our blessed family 

To-night wili shoot thf moon, 
— H'e are a Merry Family {Francis 
and Day). 

Synonyms " move in the blind,** 
'* go between the moon and the 
milkman/' &c. In French, 
" d^m^nager 2i la cloche de bois." 
Vidt Moon. 

Shoot, to (Stock Exchange). 
*' To make a man a close price 
in a stock without knowing if 
there would be a profit or loss 
on the bargain" (Atkin, " House 
Scraps "). 

Shop (general), a house, place, 
establishment, and club. The 
French use the word boutique as 
a disparaging term for any ill- 
managed house or establishment. 
"All over the 8Ju>p** implies a 
general disturbance, confusion, 
or commotion of any kind ; to 
talk sAop, explained by quotation. 

There was another symptom of a parallel 
feeling in the widespread censure involved 
in the common reproach that a man talks 
sMo/. What was talking s/uf/ f It meant 
talking of the interests of the work which 
they did, or the profession to which they 
belonged. But injustice lay in the word, 
and a snare in the thought. Too often it 
meant the exclusion from lively conversa> 
tion and pleasant discussion of that which 
formed the dearest intellectual interest of a 
man's life, — Daily News, 

A lay guest at a clerical dinner, 
hoping to ingratiate himself with 
his neighbour, a well-known 
London parson, and beginning 
some rather unctuous talk, was 
met with the rebuke, " Sir, when 
I dine with Jack Ketoh, I don't 



talk about hanging." (Army), 
the guard-room. The Boyal 
Military Academy is termed the 
fihop, (Turf), to get a Mop, to 
secure first, second, or third 
place in a race. 

" My boy," said an eminent bishop to 
his eldest son, " truth will always triumpli 
in the long run ; for this reason let your 
guiding principle in life be Veracity." " I 
don't think your tip will quite win, pa," 
said the boy ; "but I slydl certainly bade 
it for a shop." — Referee. 

(Theatrical), explained bj 
quotation. 

Sometimes one may meet in the Strand 
an actor who has been out of a shap—tJl 
engagements being called shops^ as well as 
the play-houses — a long time, who having 
run through, or run in to Attenborough, his 
ordinary wardrobe, will be wearing his 
" props " to keep up an ^pearance. — 
Glebe. 

Shop-bouncer (popular), generally 
a wcll-attired thief, who appro- 
priates articles while being 
served with other articles of 
less value. 

Shopkeeper (trading), an article 
which remains long in hand in 
a shop is always known as an 
old shopkeeper. 

Shop-lift (old), a thief who robs at 
shops. 

The tenth is a shop-lift^ that carries a bob 
When he ranges the city, the shops for to 
rob. 
^Pedlars PeuJe ^Ballads and Semgs^ 
coUected by W. H. Logan. 

Shopper (trade), one much ad- 
dicted to " shopping." 

TIm plan is to distinguish b«tw«en the 
twoclaiMsof<Aiyi>^«rT.— Z^M^r TeUgrmpk, 



Shoppy — Short-hairs. 
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Shoppy (common), to be shoppy, 
to talk of nothing bnt about 
one's calling or profession, or on 
sporting subjects. 

When golfers get together their talk is 
more unutterably sko//y than even that 
of hunters, cricketers, or racing men.— 
Dai/y Telegraph. 

Shop, to (armj), to pnt under 
arrest in the gnard-room. 

If we enter the army, joining the light 
infantry, we will become a " light bob," 
and our first contravention of military law 
will ensure our being sh^PPttL'—Mornitig 
Advertiser. 

(Rojal Military Academy), to 
pat under arrest. (Pagilistic), 
to pnnish a man severely, knock 
him *• all over the shop." (Trade), 
to discharge a shopman). 
(Thieves), to send to prison. 

She looks tip in his face. "Jim," says she 
timidly, and cowering close to him the 
while, " if you was took and shopped^ like 
him in the long boots, I'd go to quod 
with you, if they'd give me leave — I'd go 
to death with yorx." — Why te-MelvilU : 
MorN. 

Shop-walker (trade), a kind of 
foreman who walks about the 
shop. 

Short (common), without money. 

Barber— ''Vx^iXy xh^rt, sir?" Ckx- 
i<mier—** Well, yes, I am. Just put it 
down on the slate, will you 7 Much obliged 
to you forspeakingof it."— Z^fv«//Cf/tsn«. 

(Costermongers), neat gin. 
Originally unsweetened or 
shortened gin, then short gin, 
then any neat spirit. "Let's 
have something short," 

Old men will swathe their goaty limbt, 
And talk of sound old port ; 



Converted thieves will sing loud hymns, 
Then take their drops of skari. 

-—Fun Almattmc, 

(Banks), upon presenting a 
cheque, the clerk asks, **How 
will you take it ? " ».&, in gold 
or notes. If in notes, " long or 
short V* Should it be desired 
to receive it in notes for the 
largest possible amount the 
answer is, short (Hotten). 

(Tailors), he bit him off short, 
he abruptly closed the inter- 
view or instantly dismissed his 
appeaL 

Shortage (American), a deficit in 
accounts. 

'* Let's see," he mused. " You are in 
some bank down town, aren't you ? " 

" Yes, sir." 

"And don't all these robberies, em- 
bezzlements, and shortages^ make the 
directors a little nervous." 

"Well, perhaps." 

" Any talk of giving the cashier a vaca* 
tion so as to slyly examine his books ? ** 

" Not that I have heard of." 

" Then you must have confidence in 
him?" 

" I — I think so. That is, I presume 
so. That is — I'm the cashier msrself."— 
WaU Street News. 

Short ear (American University), 
a rowdy. 

Shorter (thieves), a rogue who 
clips and files coin. From a 
crovm -piece a shorUr could gain 
5d. Chemical means are also 
resorted to. 

Short-hairs, silk stocking^s 
(American), the names of two 
branches of the Democratic 
party in the Western States. 
They appear to have been first 



236 



Shofi'kairs — Shout. 



used, or at least to have first 
come before the public, at the 
Democratic State X)onvention, 
held in Springfield, Illinois, 
August 26, 1886. 

They did not resign, as had been hoped 
by the skort-kairs, but desired to retain 
control of the fall campaign, and until 
December, when their terms expire. This 
was a disappointment, but their opponents 
got satisfaction by preventing the re> 
election of any of them. The siiJk st<Kk- 
im^, as they are freely called, made an 
attempt in the committee meeting when 
the election of members at large took 
place to crowd out the Cook County 
skort'hairs altogether by a motion that 
only four members at large be elected.— 
Chicago Tributu. 

The short'Juiirt appear to be 
discontented with the adminis- 
tration, while the iilk stockings 
approve of it. 

Short of a sheet, to be (Aus- 
tralian), the Australian equi- 
valent of a tile loose. 

Shorts, the (Stock Exchange), 
said of brokers who are minus 
stocks which they have con- 
tracted to deliver. 

Shot (popular), reckoning. From 
Danish sk€U, Anglo-Saxon sceat. 
Hence scot-free. Old French 
{etcot), icot. 

There's three more of 'em, waiter — three 
more jolly blue boys, give it a name, my 
Britons ; I'll pay the shot.— J. Greenwood: 
Dick TtmpU, 

(Old cant), explained by quo- 
tation. 

The " Charley " winked at the robberies 
committed by nocturnal footpads on 
drunken wayfarers, he black-mailed the 
unfortunate female night-prowlers, and 
espedally did he lend aid and countenance 



to the resurrection-men or body-snatchers, 
who often found the watchman's box coo- 
▼enient as a temporary receptacle for the 
shot, or corpse, which they had just disin- 
terred.— Da i7y TeUgraph. 

(Turf), to be sKoi is to make 
a disadvantageous bet which is 
instantly accepted. 

Then a plucky fielder, who does not 
perform in London every day, offered 
"nine monkeys," and was instantly sk0t 
by the very dealer who had backed. — 
Bird o* Freedom. 

(Popular), to be <Ao<, to be 
photofraphed. 

Shot in the locker (nautical), a 
metaphor signifying money in 
the pocket. 

Shot, shot in the neck (American), 
drunk. German, "Er ist ge»> 
chossen," he is s/io^, %,€.<, drunk. 

Shot, to (horse-dealers), to shtiL a 
horse, is to give him a quantity 
of small shot, the result being 
that for a short time he appears 
sound in wind. 

Shoulder shams (old cant), con- 
federates of a pickpocket who 
press round the victim. 

Shoulder, to (popular), when a ser- 
vant steals his employer's money 
he is said to shoulder him. 

Shonting^. Vide To Shout. 

It is the custom in the colonies, or, at 
all events, in the parts I have visited, to 
" stand " drinks most profusely at the 
village or township bars. They call it 
shouting: — Blackwood's Magtmsu. 

Shout, to (Au8tralian),.to treat, to 
frank ; shovler, one who treats. 
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Give me the wealth I have sqoandered in 

Scattered in sixpences, paid by the 
pound, 
Ladled out glibly, no grudging or doubt- 
ing* 
Never a thought of the use to be found. 
—D. B. \V. Sladett: The Sigh o/the 
Shouter. 
He had felt bound, according to custom, 
to shout for thjsm all. I said, " But why 
do you give in to the practice ? " He re- 
plied, " It is not for the drink that we 
care, but for the expression of friendly feel> 
ing." — C T. : Impressions of Australia 
{Blackwood's Magazine). 

To ihoutt perhaps, gets this 
meaning as being equivalent 
to giving the order. I thout, 
therefore, I call out the order. 
The custom of shouting is uni- 
versal in Australia. No one 
ever voluntarily drinks alone. 
He tliouts his friend and his 
friend $kouts him back, or each 
one of a company in turn ahouti. 
If there is no one else to fJumt 
to, the customer generally in- 
vites the barman to take a drink. 
This custom is one of the curses 
of Australia. A publican knows 
that, however many there are in 
a party which enters his house, 
there will be the same number 
of " shouts all round." 

Shove (thieves), to pass bad 
money; ** shoving the queer,** 
passing counterfeit coin. In 
all probability a combination of 
the gypsy chiv, with the Eng- 
lish shove, as ehiv comes much 
nearer to putting, or placing, or 
disposing of, than shove, i.«., to 
merely push. " Chiwing wafro 
lowo " (Lavengro), passing bad 
money. 



Shovel (nautical), an opprobriouB 
term applied to a marine en- 
gineer who knows little or 
nothing about his work. 

Show (theatrical and common), 
any performance or entertain- 
ment. In the quotation refer- 
ence is made to a cricket matoh. 

And have I " been bored or been weary '* 7 

Oh, gracious me, no ! 

There is plenty of go 
About these broad-chested and cheery 

Young fellows come up for the show, 
— Birtl (f Freedom, 

*' Many words of stage slang 
can be traced to Shakspeare's 
days and Shakspeare's plays. 
The word show, to begin with, 
meaning the performance and 
the play indifferently, is to be 
found in the tragedy of young 
Pyramus and his love Thisbe 
in the comedy of the ' Mid- 
summer Night's Dream ' : — 

* The actors are at hand, and by their 
show 
You shall know all that you are like 
to know.'" 

—Globe. 

Used in such phrases as boss 
the show, run the show, to direct, 
manage. 

We determined to run the show our- 
selves, or, in theatrical parlance, by " com- 
monwealth."— Tit-BiU. 

Over goes the skow, explained 
by quotation. 

It's all very well to say yon won't 
Take another of 'em on, but oh I 

When a pretty little widow winks at yoa, 
Why, over goes the show. 

— Music HaU Song, 
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Shaw — Shroffing. 



(American), a chance, an op- 
portunity, a torn. 

Flanigan hesitated for a second ; then 
he saw he had no tkato, and with an oath 
be let his rifle dxo^—Ctntury mtutrattd 
MagOMtmi, 

It is often heard in the f onp, 
" give a fellow a tA<w." " My 
friends/* said a Baptist preacher, 
'* if ever the devil has an3rthing 
to say for himself, you ought to 
give him a show" It has be- 
come one of the commonest of 
slang words in Australia. The 
expression probably comes from 
giving a person a chance of 
showing his cards, which, for 
example, he cannot do at ^cart^ 
if his opponent shows the king, 
and only requires one point. 
Australians talk of giving a man 
a thow, not having a blessed 
ihow, a mortal show. He hadn't 
a sfiow, he was altogether out* 
matched. 

S h o w-b X (theatrical), the 
theatre. 

Showing^ a front (army), a term 
used when short notice of a 
parade is given, and a soldier 
has to turn out without proper 
time to prepare himself by 
cleaning up his accoutrements 
and kit. 

Show Sunday, the Sunday in 
Commemoration week at Ox- 
ford. On this day most of the 
University and their friends 
used to be seen in the Broad 
Walk of Christ Church, but of 
late yeara, owing to the influx 



of town's people, very few of 
the University are seen there. 
(Studios), the Sunday before 
pictures are sent in for the Aca- 
demy Exhibition, when studios 
are visited by the artists' friends. 

Shrieking^ sisterhood, the 

(journalistic), an opprobrious 
term applied to women who 
take the lead in matters of re- 
form connected with their sex. 
This phrase isof American origin. 

Shroff (Anglo-Oriental), a money- 
changer, a money-broker or 
agent, a banker. Arabic sor- 
ritf. Shroffage, a money-broker's 
commission. To shroff is to 
assort money, pick out uncur- 
rent coins and determine the 
agio or discount on them. 
Hence it has come in Oriental- 
English to mean sifting, choos- 
ing, or valuing men, horses, or 
anything whatever. 

** Shroffing schools are com- 
mon in Canton, where teachers 
of the art keep bad dollars for 
the purpose of exercising their 
pupils, and several works on 
the subject have been published 
there with numerous illustra- 
tions of dollars and other foreign 
coins, the methods of scooping 
out silver and filling up with 
copper or lead, comparisons 
between genuine and counter- 
feit money, &c." (Giles* Glos- 
sary of References, Anglo- 
Indian Glossary.) 

ShrofiBng dollars (Anglo-Indian), 
sorting dollars, selecting them. 
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Among settlers in China, throf- 
jfng means seducing. 

Shncks (American), "don't 
amount to Miicib," it is less 
than nothing. Shuehf an ex- 
clamation signifying nonsense 1 
or ezpresslve of refusal. In 
America thuekt are the husks or 
shells of nuts and Indian com. 
It is an old provincial word for 
shell or husk. The pods of peas 
are stUl called pes^thucks, and 
being worthless have given rise 
to the slang phrase. The Con- 
federate ** blue-backs " or bank 
notes were also called ahucks, 
probably for a twofold reason, 
because they soon became 
worthless through the failure 
of the Southern cause and from 
the circumstance of money 
being sometimes designated as 
dust, pelf, filthy lucre, &c. 

Shnlwanrs (Anglo-Indian), 
trousers or drawers, the same 
as pyjamas, long drawers or 
Mogul - breeches. From the 
Arabic tirwdl, which had spread 
widely, though greatly changed, 
through many languages. 

Shunter (Stock Exchange), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

One who buys or selb stocks on the 
chance of undoing his business, on one 
of the provincial Stock Exchanges, at a 
profit.— ^^a; HoMtt Scraps, 

Shunt, to (popular) to move, turn 
aside. From the railway term. 
To tKwit any, one, to get rid of 
him. 



He started in life as a welsher. Not a 
respectable welsher, one who snatches 3rour 
brief when you present it for payment, or 
punches you in the jaw and teUs you to 
skuMi,'~Sporiin£ Timit, 

Shut Up ! a vulgar but very com- 
mon phrase used as a forcible 
request to another to keep 
silent or quiet. French slang 
has the expression *'ferme ta 
botte." The Greeks said, <' Keep 
an ox on your tongue." Skiit 
upf also exhausted, done for; 
*'that ihut him up," that en- 
tirely stopped his speech or 
action. 

Shut up jour face (American), be 
silent. Also, "cork up your 
whisky-bottle." 

Shy of the blues (thieves), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

I happened to know that in criminal 
circles to describe a person as being tkj^ of 
the blu€St is equivalent to saying that he 
has particular reasons for keeping out of 
the way of the police.—/* Grunwood: 
Tag^ Rag^ 6f Co, 

Shyster (American), a louting, 
swindling attorney, or a low 
fellow who pretends to be an 
attorney — ^though possibly he 
had here no connection with 
the law except to sweep out 
an attorney's office, or run an 
errand, or who hangs about 
police offices, or courts of justice, 
to cheat prisoners or suitors on 
pretence of sending them legal 
assistance. Derivation uncer- 
tain, but probably from the 
German ichciiter (cacator), allied 
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Shyster — Side-show. 



to Kheuen, to avoid, to be in fear 
of, and Bckeuidich, abominable. 

When a man U thrown into prison a 
Mkysitr leech gets access to him, and ex> 
torts from him his last cent nnder the 
pretence of obtaining his liberation.— -JVnv 
yprk Trihtuu. 

Skystert are a set of turkey-bnsards 
whose touch u poUutioo and whose breath 
IS pestilence. — Nrw York in Slices. 

There is more deep-hned and earnest 
tagenuity in three hairs of the Counsellor's 
Londonderry beard than in the Pompadour 
mop-heads of all the dude shysters of the 
day. The Counsellor knows a dollar when 
he tees it, and no dollar ever coined had 
intelligence enough to get out of the way 
of that astute practitioner. — Sast Franciscff 
Nens-Letter. 

Sick (Australian popnlar), without 
trumps. In playing a nap, if 
the player's trumps are ex- 
hausted, he will say ticit, and if 
he have a hand full of trumps, 
and challenges the board, to see 
if any one has any left, he will 
ask'^Allnci*;" 

Sick market (Stock Exchange), a 
wick marhti is one in which sales 
of stock are difficult to place. 
As a rule this is usually the 
result of hazardous and reckless 
speculation. 

Side (common), a man is said to 
put tidt on when he gives him- 
self airs, swaggers, or assumes 
unusual dignity. This expres- 
sion is now much in vog^e in 
England and America. It seems 
at first sight to be a metaphor 
either taken from the habit of 
dogs when they are given things 
to carry, when they invariably 
put their side out in a curve, 



like a horse when buckjnminng, 
or from a billiard term meaning 
making a ball revolve on a per- 
pendicular axis by strikizig it od 
the side, or again from a ship 
that shows its side when sailing 
fast with a side wind; but in 
reality Mt is old provincial 
English. Bailey gives it as a 
north -country term, meaning 
long, steep, proud. 

The young men of the present day, who 
think it is the right thing to pat on a loc of 
ode, — Saturdmy Review, 

(Cambridge University). At 
the larger colleges there are 
several college • tutors amongst 
whom the students are appor- 
tioned. Those attached to each 
are called histuie. 

A longer discourse he will perhaps havt 
to listen to with the rest of his xi^.— 
IVesttninsttr Review. 

Side degrees are test degrees 
by lecturers. (Thieves), used in 
the cant language of the North- 
em towns as an affirmative. 
Probably abbreviated from the 
phrase, '* I aide with you." 

Side-board, stick-np (common), a 
collar. 

Side-pocket (American thieves), 
a drinking saloon in an out-of- 
the-way place. A quiet resort 
for out-of-the-way people, fancy- 
women, private gamblers. 

Side-show (American). Where 
there is a large exhibition, 
as, for instance, a " nuunmoth 
circus," or Bamum's *' Great 
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Menagerie/' there are generally 
established about and near it a 
number of tmmpery little cheap 
exhibitions of fat men, tattooed 
young women, the human fish 
or dancing dogs, generally 
charging a dime or fivepence 
admission. These are called 
tide-showt, but the term is ex- 
tended in popular slang to sig- 
nify an3rthing not in the ex- 
pected order of things. 

The supper at the party was good, but 
on temperance principles, and I was be- 
ginning to feel doleful after my fried 
o]rsters, and terrapin, and chicken-salad, 
and soft-shell crabs, when Enos came up 
and whispered softly, "Now you've seen 
the Great Moral Circus, suppose you step 
into the sitUshaw.*' The side-show was 
in the back dining-room, where he had a 
bottle of fine old hxTmAy.^PkilatUl^hia 
Newspaper. 



Side • wheeler (American), 
paddle steamer. 



a 



Sig^ht, to take a (American), to 
take aim. 

Another Indian had ttimed and was 
getting a bee line on us when Frank took 
a sight at him in retnrxx.'—O'Xtiify: 
Fifty Years on the TruU. 

Sil (thieves), a spurious bank- 
note, especially one drawn on 
the Bank of Elegance or Bank 
of Engraying, to avoid the con- 
sequences of a more accurate 
imitation of the genuine note. 
Much used by welshers and 
confidence -trick men. In all 
probability nL was originally 
a forged document used by a 
^ silver beggar** (which see), and 
abbreviated from silver. 
VOL. IL 



Silk, to take (law), to be made a 
Queen's Counsel. 

Sillikin (popular), a silly person. 

I don't know where I came from, 
And I don't know where I'm goings 
They think I am a sillikin 
But I am rather knowing. 

—H. Wilson: The Biased 
Orphan, 

This term is used by Aus« 
tralian thieves. 

Silly-billy (popular), a foolish 
fellow, a dupe. 

I tell every girl I meet that " my heart 
b thine alone." And they all believe it 1 
What a lot of little sillies? But I'm no 
siUybilly— Broadside : I Say, Cabby. 

« 

Silly season (journalistic), the 
period when there are no parlia- 
mentary debates to 'report, or 
any interesting events. News- 
papers to fin up their columns 
are then compelled to insert 
"silly" matter. 

Silver beg^gar (beggars), a beggar 
who travels through the country 
with letters containing false 
statements of losses by fire, 
shipwrecks, accidents. Forged 
documents are exhibited with 
signatures of magistrates and 
clergymen. Accompanyingthese 
are sham subscription-books. 
ThQ former in beggar parlance 
is termed a " sham," whilst the 
latter is denominated a "deli- 
cate** (Hotten). Formerly a 
pickpocket was termed a silly 
cheat, corrupted from silver 
(siller) cheat. 

Q 
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Silvers — Sinkers, 



SilTers (Stock Exchange), India- 
rubber, Gutta-Percha, and Tele- 
graph Works Company Shares. 

Sim, in clerical talk, a follower of 
the late Rev. Charles Simeon, a 
well-known Cambridge evange- 
lical clergyman, died 1836. 

Sim kin (Anglo-Indian). For- 
merly, when Anglo-Indian slang 
was more prevalent than now- 
a-days, champagne was called 
fiwiXnn, probably in imitation 
of the native way of pronounc- 
ing the word. 

The dinner was good, and the iced tifm- 
kht, sir, delicious. — Oakfield, 

(Theatrical), the fool in comic 
ballets. 

Simon (circus), a trick horse, or 
one trained to perform tricks. 
(Popular), a sixpenny piece, 

Simon- Pure cussedness, an Ame- 
rican combination of Simon 
Pure, the character in Mrs. 
Centlivre*s comedy of "A Bold 
Stroke for a Wife," now a pro- 
verbial expression, and "pure 
cussedness." 

They (the mules) very quickly developed 
a capacity for Simon- Pure cussediuss that 
caused the officers of the ship no little 
anxiety from day to day. — T, Stevens in 
ike ''Boston Herald" 

Simply throwing np buckets 
(Australian popular), very vexed 
or disappointed. When a per- 
son means to say that he is as 
disappointed as ever he can be, 
be sometimes says, " Ob I I am 



simply throwing up buekeU," this 
being of course a play upon the 
Australian use of sick {q, v.). 
This expression is of course 
considered very vulgar — used 
by schoolboys, and the like. 

Simpson, water, as applied to its 
mixture with milk for adultera- 
tion. 

These authorities know best the average 
quantity of Simpson — the technical term 
in dairydom for water— used by onscra- 
pulous cow.keepers to debase their milk. 
—Daily Telegraph. 

Hence the parish pump has 
been called Mrs. Simpson. 

Sinbad (nautical), an old *'8alt" 
or sailor; the allusion is ob- 
vious. 

Sinch (American), a saddle-girth. 
Spanish sineha. 

You can f how him the way they corral a 
train 
In an Indian raid on a pinch ; 
You can show him the bravest son of the 
plain. 
That knotted a broncho's simck, 

—lyUliam Devere : The Great 
Wild West. 

Sines (Winchester College), 
bread, which commoners gene- 
rally went without (tine, with- 
out). 

Sing: it, don't (popular), don't 
exaggerate. Another variation 
of this is, "Don't chant the 
poker." 

Sinkers (popular), bad money. 



Sink — Size. 



243 



Sink, to (tailors), to fall down 
the tink, to take to drinking 
and forsake work. 

Sipper (popular), gravy. 

Sir - ree 1 (American), generally 
heard as " Yes — sir-ree / '* A low 
expression which is said to have 
originated in this anecdote. A 
grim, taciturn indiTidnal came 
to a tavern, and was asked if 
he wanted something to eat? 
He replied, '* No, sir 1 " « Will 
you have anything to drink 7 " 
"No — sir-ree f " " Perhaps," 
suggested the complaisant land- 
lord, "the gentleman would like 
a lady companion 7 " To which 
the reply, with a glad smile, 
was, *' Yes — air-ree — bob I " 

Sit. (printers), an abbreviation of 
the word " situation." For in- 
stance, "out of ait" or "collar." 

Sit under. In Evangelical and 
Nonconformist circles, to iit 
under a preacher is to attend 
his mii)^try. 

Sit-npons (common), trousers. 

But I should advise you, old fellow, 
to get your sit-upons seated with wash- 
leather.— ^\ BeeU : Verdant Green* 



Sit up, to (familiar), to make any 
one ayi vp is to punish him 
severely at a game. At bil- 
liards, for instance, when one 
is making a break, he is said 
to make his antagonist tU up, 

Sivcy, siwy, 'pon my (popular), 
upon my honour. Corruption 
of *' asseveration." 



'Pen my siveyt if you was to see her 
pecking you'd think she was laying on 
pounds' weight in a day instead of losing. 
— /. Greenwood: Tag, Rag^ &• Co. 

Sixer (thieves), explained by quo- 
tation. 

" Neddie, from City Road, smugged for 
attempt up the Grove, expected a tixer^ 
means that a misgtiided Edward has been 
apprehended while promenading outside 
Whiteley's, and investigating the contents 
of ladies' pockets, and is reconciling him- 
self to an absence from his oriental home 
for half a year. — Hartley : JotHngt from 
Jail 

Also a six-ounce loaf of bread 
given to prisoners. 

Six quarter or swop, to g^et 

(city), to be dismissed from 
one's employment. 

Six-shooter horse (West Ameri- 
can), a swift horse. A six- 
shooter is a revolver or repeat- 
ing rifle. 

I'd get on one of the six-shooter Aorut 
— a six-shooter horse b a heap better than 
a six -shooting gun in these cases.— ^. 
Francis: Saddle eutd Moccasin., 

Six-water grog: (nautical), veiy 
weak grog. 

Size, to (American), to size a man 
up means to understand him, 
to perceive or understand what 
he is, or to mentally take his 
iize, which is a common Ameri- 
can equivalent for his whole 
bodily and mental condition. 

I'm a clerk at the Palmer House and 
stud you up the minute you spoke to me. 
If you show your lace again u the hosse 
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Ill see that yoa are kicked oat of the door 
n the highest style of the art. Ta-ta !— 
A BuHkoSUertr Taken In. 

Also a West Indian expression. 

We landed at a quay of well-fcMmed 
masonry, in the presence of a crowd of 
blacks who evidently took stock of as, 
tuing us, no doubt, with the desiipi of 
engaging us in pecuniary transactions 
more or less connected with fruit. — W. A. 
Paton : Dawn the Islands. 

(Cambridge University), to 
send for extra victaals in Hall ; 
€,g,t an undergraduate will tise 
for a tankard of Buttery ale, 
instead of the small beer or 
" swipes " that is placed on the 
table. 

Skedaddle (common), of Ameri- 
can origin, to run away, to be 
scattered in rout. 

He raises such a rumpus, 
" He's a rum puss out and out," 

That the other cats skedaddU, 
Quite dismayed they're put to rout. 
— Detroit Fret Press. 

*' The Scotch apply the word 
to milk spilt over the pail in 
carrying it. During the late 
American war the New York 
papers said the Southern forces 
were skedaddled by the Federals. 
Saxon »cedan, to pour out" 
(Dr. Brewer). In addition to 
this it may be suggested that 
iketdaddU in English provincial 
dialects means to go quickly 
but unsteadily. Sket» quickly, 
and daddUf to walk irregularly 
or unsteadily (Wright). Though 
this may not be the true origin 
of the word it corresponds to 
the definition of retreating 



rapidly yet in a confused irregu- 
lar manner. Sket corresponds 
with ikeet (which see), to go 
quickly or run. Dutch tehieten ; 
Anglo-Saxon scadtan. School- 
boys generally derive the word 
from Greek tf-jcedairv/u, to put 
to flight, or the substantive 

Skeet (American, New Tork and 
Philadelphia), to dart, run along 
rapidly. "Now then, tkeet/'* 
From the Dutch tehietf tchieten, 
to dart, cast, shoot, throw. 
Hence probably a thU, a flippant 
sarcasm, i.f., a shot. The word 
is sometimes confused in Phila- 
delphia with theetf the local 
vulgar pronunciation of skate. 

Skeezicks, skeesicks (American). 
Bartlett defines this as a mean, 
contemptible fellow. The writer 
has always understood it to 
rather mean a fidgety, fussy 
little fellow. Both may be 
right. In Cornwall, t2:feK means 
to frisk about. Skicer is "a 
lamb which kills itself by ex- 
cess of activity " (Wright). 

Sket (thieves), a skeleton key or 
pick-lock. From provincial doO^ 
a latch, bolt, &c. 

Skew (Harrow), a dunce or 
ignoramus. Probably from pro- 
vincial ikeWf one-sided (for atiew), 
awry, irregular, as titeu^-brained, 
odd, fanciful, idiotic ; to dcew is 
to fail in construing a lesson. 
(Old cant), a cup, porringer. 
Probably old French efCtieUe. 
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Skid, skiv (popular), a soTereign. 

Skids (American), yolonteers, 
militiamen. Swedish skyda, a 
goard, protector. 

Oh brighten up your uniforms i 
Put sweet ile on your har ! 
Go tell yore culled neighbours, 
Go tell it everywhar ; 
Dis great organisation 
De cream la cream, dey say, 
March on for decoration, 
De sJkiifs are out to-day ! 
When ! when ! dandies ! 
Now ain't we hat-que-hay 

Sweet goodness' sake ! 

We take de cake ! 
De sJkids are out to-day I 

— Negro MiHsirtl Song. 

Skied (artists), said of a picture 
which is hung on the upper line 
at the Exhibition of the Royal 
Academy. 

' Had a similar course of conduct been 
pursued with respect to the disposition of 
pictures in the actual Salon, many loath- 
some daubs that disgrace the " line " there 
would have been sternly skied, or, stUI 
better, peremptorily rejected. — Daify 
Telegraph. 

" The Three Graces," now well placed, 
had been previously skied. But didn't 
this show that Sir Joshua's work ranked 
uncommonly high in the opinion of the 
former hMngtxs.— Punch. 

Skill (football), when the ball is 
kicked between posts and thus 
procures agoal, it is termed a«fct2{. 

Skilly (common), water-gruel, in 
the workhouse and prisons. 

So much the better for you, I say, 
So much the better for you. 
If you never act silly, you'll keep off the 
skiUy, 
That's so modi the better for yon. 
^MmsUUaUSmg. 



A Lincolnshire term, tkiUy, 
oatmeal • gruel, from obsolete 
English ikdly, thin and light, 
apphed to thin, poor food ; also 
sailor's soup of many ing^- 
dients. 

Skilly and toke (popular), applied 
to anything mild, insipid. 

The mugs and the jugs never joke, never 
gag, never work in a wheere; no, their 
talk is all skiUy and toke.—PuHch. 

Ski Its (American). <<A sort of 
brown tan trousers, formerly 
worn in New England, very 
large and reaching below the 
knee"(Bartlett). Probably from 
hUtf keU, undyed cloth made 
from black and white wool 

Skimmer (public schools), a dive 
into the water in a slanting 
direction without going down 
deep. 

Skimmery (Oxford), St. Mary's 
HalL 

So I swopped the beggar to a skimmery* 
man for a regular slap up set of pets of 
the ballet.— C. Bed*: Verdemt Green, 

Skin (American cadet), a report ; 
hefty sittn, a rigorous report. 
(Popular and thieves), a purse. 
The term is much used by 
strolling actors, showmen, fta 

Skin a razor, to (common), to 
drive a hard and dose bargain. 

You be blowed, you young Jew sharper I 
You'd skin a nuor, that you would. IH 
back you for drivin' bargens agen Joe his- 
•elfl Now, Mo, boy, fair dealln' with aa 
okl customer.— %S4nM(|V London, 
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Skin disease (popular), four ale, 
i,€,t ale at 4d. a quart. 

Skin game (American), a swindle. 

Skinned (American and Austra- 
lian), to keep one's eye shinned ^ 
to be on the look-out, to have 
an eye to the main chance. 
Skinnedf open. Cf, also, ** to 
have one*s weather eye open." 

Kept his eye skinmdf an eye that never 
missed a chance of gain. — Xew South 
Waits Paper. 

Skinner (turf). Yidt Skin the 
Lamb. 

Skinners, a variety of a class 
of persons in confederacy who 
make a living by attending at 
sales. Yidc Knock-Out. 

So they themselves modestly describe 
their avocation, should a stranger venture 
to make inquiry ; but amongst themselves 
they are skinntrs^ "knock-outs," and 
"odd-trick men," and they work together 
in what the elegant language of their pro- 
fession calls a "swim."— <?r»^«««»</; In 
Strange Company. 

Skin of the teeth, by the (com- 
mon), just or barely escaped. 
Of Biblical origin. 

Just hy the skin of its teeth the Man- 
chester New Year's Meeting was brought 
to a satisfactory finish, but it was a des- 
perately near thing. — Snorting Times. 

Skin the lamb (turf), when a non- 
favourite wins a race, book- 
makers are said to skin the lamb, 
under the supposition that they 
win all their debts, no person 
having backed the winner. This 
has been corrupted into "skin- 
ner " (Hotten). 



"SktMMed the iamb through you, old 
chap," yelled the Coke, grasping the lucky 
jockey's hand. — S^rtitig Times. 

It was at the " colonel " that Mr. B , 

in sporting parlance, skintted the iamb to 
the extent of some ;Ci>oa — Saturday 
Review. 

Also a game at cards ; a cor- 
ruption of lantquenet. 

Skin, to (Tale University), to 
obtain a knowledge of a lesson 
by hearing it read by another. 
Also to borrow another's ideas 
and present them as one's own, 
to plagiarise, to become pos- 
sessed of information in an 
examination or recitation by 
unfair or secret means. ** In 
our examinations," says a cor- 
respondent, " many of the fel- 
lows cover the palms of their 
hands with dates, and when 
called upon for a given date, 
they read it off directly from 
their hands." Such persons <ibt9k 
To skin a head, to read a lesson 
over just before going into class. 
(Common), to pull off a jersey, 
to pull off one's bed-clothes. 
More used at colleges and uni- 
versities. 

Skin your own skunks (Ameri- 
can). This highly expressive 
phrase is applied to any man 
when ho is exhorted to do his 
own dirty or difficult work with- 
out involving another in it. 

As a last proof of the absence of char* 
acteristic individuality in Mr. L.'s style, 
we take a sentence from a story of two 
Indians who were by the ears, " To which 
Marten replied that Moose might shin his 
oxtm sJkufiks, and fish for his own miimows, 
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and also paddle his own canoe to the deril 
if it so pleased him" — all of these being 
approved Indian sayings of high and 
racy antiquity. — Reviiw ofiju A^vmgmim 
Legtnds q/Ntw England^ 1884. 

Skip a cog (American), to make a 
mistake in planning machinery, 
metaphorically to commit any 
error by want of foresight 

A Virginia preacher who believes in 
prayer met a bear in the woods the other 
day, and instead of putting his remedy 
into effect he jumped from a bluff into 
CI 'eat River and swam half a mile. He 
had never tried prayers for bear, and was 
a little afraid they'd skip a ceg^ some- 
where. — AmericoH Newspaper. 

Skip out, to (American). This 
means, like " light out," to 
escape. It is probably only a 
variation of that word. To 
jumj^y to evade, to dodge. Both 
ikip and jum^ occur in the fol- 
ing extract. 

A woman who keeps a boarding-house 
on Lamed Street called at police head- 
quarters yesterday to complain that a gen- 
tleman boarder had skipped her house, 
leaving a bill unpaid. ... A man who'll 
jump a board bill and a marriage engage- 
ment, too, is an outlaw who should be 
locked up. — Detroit Fret Press. 

It is sometimes said when a 
man dies that he has ik^^pped, 
out. 

Skipper (old cant), a bam. 

Now let each trim>er 

Make a retreat into the skipper, 

— Broome : Jovial Crew. 

Hotten derives this from Welsh 
ytgubor, pronounced aeyhor or 
iciboTf a bam. (Strolling per- 
formers, &C.), to tkipptr it, to 
sleep in the open air, or ki a 



rough way. Shipper^ properly 
master of a small vessel, is 
often used to designate a chief 
or manager, or captain of a 

ship. 

Skipper-birds, keyhole-whistlas 
(beggars), beggars who have 
their night's lodging in a bam 
or outhouse. Vide Skippsb. 

Skip the gutter, common phrase. 
In old cant, a tkip-kennd was a 
lackey or servant. Ship the g%i^ 
ter seems to be only an expres- 
sion equivalent to " Houp la 1 " 
or *' Over she goes I " 

Skip thegittter, tra la lal Tottie, do yoa 

love me? 
Ting-ting, au revoir^ girls there's noue 

above me. 
If you like me, tell me so— do not let me 

linger ; 
Tottie, if you love me, oh I squeeze my 

little finger I 

— Music Hall Song, 

Skip, to (University), to shirk; 
not to attend a lecture, for 
instance. 

Skirk ont, to (Winchester Col- 
lege), to go up town without 
leave. 



to (Winchester College), 
to go into the water without 
jumping in. 

Skitting dealers (old cant)^ in 
George II.'s time beggars who 
professed to be tongueless. 

Skittles ! (popular), nonsense I 

*' Stop, sir I " shouted the jeweller ; " i^i 
four shillings altogether." 

'* Skittles I" observed tlie custoiBer.— 
Bird o' Freedom, 
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Skuldus^s^ery (American), 
rascality, treachery. A Western 
word. From Low Dutch slang 
(thieves), 9ehooldogerey, 9ehod^ 
aviUain. 

Skull (American), the head man 
anywhere. The allusion to tkuU 
as the brain-case. The Presi- 
dent of the United States, or a 
goTemor. 

Skuns^le (American), a word 
which " had a run " at the end 
of the civil war. It meant 
many things, but chiefly to dis- 
appear, or to make disappear. 
Thus a deserter tikungled, and 
sometimes he tkungUd a coat or 
watch. 

Dey shtripped off his coat, and skitngUd 
his boots. 

— Tfu Brtitmamn Ballads, 

Sknnk, used by all English-speak- 
ing people but orig^inally Ameri- 
can. Properly an animal nearly 
allied to the weasel on the one 
hand and to the otter on the 
other, which secretes an ex- 
tremely fetid liquor as a means 
of defence. Figuratively a pal- 
try, mean wretch, a contemptible 
creature. 

Mr. (ijumping to hb feet and speak* 

ing very excitedly), "I'd knock your two 
eyes into one. You're a big fellow, and 

just come over here." Mr. , "Go 

along." Mr. (loudly), " Come over 

here, you common blackguard ; you low 

sJnmk** Mr. , "Go along out of 

that." Mr. (very excitedlyX "You 

■dirty low mean skut I'd ram my fist 

through you." (Laughter). Mr. , 

" Go to Che coal pits, where you were in 
£DgUuid."~irfW}uV Ntmt, 



He was one of those down*lookin' tJnmks 
I was a-speaking of, and a more endless 
villain, p'r'aps, there ain't between the 
blessed poles than he was. — Sam SUck. 

Sky (thieves and popular), a 
pocket. Abbreviation of " sky- 
rocket," which see. 

How little of fun do they hare in the 

main 
At the same old haunts again and again ; 
When the 0<^ Bird's scarce and the land- 

lady's fly. 
And there isn't a mash with a mag in his 

Sk]f. 

— sporting Timus. 

(Westminster School), ablack- 
guard. Said to be from the old 
gown and town rows in which 
the Westminsters styled them- 
selves Romans, and their anta- 
gonists voUci — hence tky. 

Sky-blue, formerly gin, or Lon- 
don milk. 

Oh ! for that small, small beer anew, 
And (heaven's own type) that mild sJ^ 

blue 
That wash'd my sweet meals down. 
^Hood: Retrosp€ctiv€ Revuw, 

Sky farmers (old cant), rogues 
who go about the country with 
a false pass extorting money. 

Sky-larker (old cant), a journey- 
man bricklayer that belongs to 
a gang of housebreakers. 

Sky-rocket (thieves), rhyming 
slang for pocket 

A slavey piped the spoons sticking out 
of my sky-rocket t so I got smugged. — 
HorsUy ; Jottings from JaiL 

Sky-scraper (common), a tall man. 
In nautical language, a triangu- 
lar sail set above the sky- 
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Skyser, skycer (thieyes), a low, 
mean, sponging fellow. VOe 
Shicbb and Shybtbb. 

Skyte (Shrewsbury School), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

At one time there used to be a strong 
feeling against the day boys, who live or 
lodge in the town ; and the designation of 
skytes was formerly applied to them.'^ 
Pascoe: Everyday Life in our Public 
Schools. 

Also used by Scottish school- 
boys with the meaning of fooL 

They vituperated the dominies as " auld 
shoon," "coofs," "blastics," "blethering 
bellums," "blunties," "chuffies," "gowks, ' 
"grunzies/* " maggot's meat," skytes^ and 
"slaumris."— Z?<mVj' Telegraph, 

Possibly from 2/cv^iJj, a Scy- 
thian, but more probably from 
provincial English «H^ (literally 
cacator)f tkitef and skiUer, merdis 
aspergere(Halliwell). (Popular), 
a fool. Also "kite." 

Sky, to (popular), or tky a brown, 
to toss up with pence. (Cricket, 
lawn-tennis, &c.), to tky a ball, 
to hit a ball up in the air. 

Sugg, with his score at twelve, shied a 
delivery from the Oxonian. — S/orttmoH. 

Vide Skied. 

Slab-sided (American), straight, 
without contour or curve. 
Generally applied to persons of 
a prim, stiff, '*up and down" 
figur& 

Jack Downing says that Maine is the 
middle and kernel of real Yankeeism, 
Rhode Island and Connecticut point to 
each other as the focus of the article; 
while the Massachusetts man will tell you 
that the real slab-rided whitUer is iadi- 



genous to Varmount and New Hampshire. 
— AVw Slower SheUhest by C. G. Lelamd 
{Knicherbocher Magwdne, March 1856)1 

Slack (nautical), to hold on the 
tlackt to skulk, as if holding a 
slack rope. 

Slacks (popular), &,tigue trousers 
drawn over others to keep them 
clean. 

Sailors of all nationalities, and almost 
every shade of colour between white and 
black, some smart and attired in their best 
clothes, others as though but just released 
from ship duty, unwashed and in their 
working slacks and guernseys.— /oMtfr 
Greenwood: Odd People in Odd Places, 

Slack *un (pugilistic), a smashing 
hit, on the lucut a non lueendo 
principle, {.«., a blow d la Slack. 
Jack Slack (champion from 
1750 to 1760) was renowned 
for the force of his hits. 

Slam, to (popular), to talk 
fluently — "he is the bloke to 
tlam," From a term in use 
among low singers at the East 
End, by which they denote a 
certain style of note in chaf- 
finches (Hotten). (Army), to 
simulate drunkenness. The 
swaggering soldier whose funds 
are at a low ebb, and who can- 
not buy drink, often returns 
with the symptoms of intoxica- 
tion, assumed, and a maudlin 
story of the friends he found 
who liberally stood treat till he 
was made thus glorious. 

Slaney (thieves), a theatre. Pro- 
bably a variation from "slang," 
which see. 
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Slang' (showmen, circus, ko.), a 
performance, a traTclling show 
of any kind. The slangs, how- 
ever, is the more usual expres- 
sion, meaning anj collection of 
such shows, or generally the 
showman's profession. Also a 
gymnast's performance; a per- 
formance at penny " gaffs," i.e., 
low theatres or music halls. A 
first slang, second slang, are 
respectively first and second 
performances given the same 
evening. (Thieves), this or that 
particular kind of thieving. The 
word is old. 

" How do you work now 7 " ".Oh, upon 
the old siang-, and sometimes a little bull j- 
pngging." — Parktr: VarUgated Char- 
mcttn, 

A watch chain. 

FuUied for a c!ock ^jAslang. — Honley : 
Jottingifrom Jail. 

(Prison), the slang. Leg-irons 
worn by convicts as a special 
punishment inflicted by the 
superior authority of one of the 
Board of Directors, and for one 
of two offences, an assault upon 
a prison officer or an attempt 
to escape. The irons consist 
of a chain weighing from 7 
to 8 lbs., attached to ankle 
basils, which are rivetted on to 
the leg ; the chain is some three 
feet in length, and is carried 
between the legs, being sus- 
pended from a leather waist- 
belt. The noise the chain makes 
in walking is evidently the 
origin of the expression slangs. 
These irons may be carried, 
according to sentence, from 



three to six months. They are 
worn with a parti-coloored 
dress, alternate stripes of yel- 
low and drab for an escape, 
of yellow and black for an 
assault, and the dress is con- 
tinued for a longer period after 
the chain is removed. These 
chains are never taken off day 
or night, when once rivetted. 
(Costermongers), counterfeit 
weights and measures. A slang 
quart is a pint and a half. 

There are not half so many slangs as 
there was eighteen months ago. — Af^y 
hew : London Labour and London Poor. 

Out on the Aang, going about 
with a hawker's license. Of 
gypsy origin. 

Matty's got his slangs . . . now a slang 
means, among divers things, a hawker s 
)iiotast,—CkarUsG. Leiand: Tk* English 
Gy^sUs. 

The term Aang, as connected 
with any kind of theatrical per- 
formance or show, is of gypsy 
origin. The gypsies modified 
the Hindu snoangia (to easily 
passes to /, t,g., very, London 
swells, vtfioy ; children, vdiy) into 
the English Aang, One thing 
is certain, it has always been 
regarded as a gypsy word and 
used as one of them. It may 
be remarked that while many 
of the words such as **multee 
kerteever," "fake," &c., are to 
be found in common slang, they 
are used *'on the daangs** or 
among showmen, with special 
application, and a large propor- 
tion of them actually originated 
in shows whence they passed to 
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common slang. The word, in 
the sense of langm^^e or lingo, 
has been hitherto nsed to mean 
"argot," "vulgar language," 
" abuse." It is clear that in the 
sense of argot it is gypsj, the 
tlang language originally mean- 
ing the language of the ilanga, 
or shows, just as "langage 
de Targot " meant the language 
of the brotherhood termed 
"argot," being afterwards short- 
ened into argot and general- 
ised. But slaiigt as " abuse " or 
"vulgar language," is of an 
Anglo-Saxon and Scandinavian 
source, and while there appears 
to be every reason to believe 
that the word slang, as tradi- 
tion asserts, is of gypsy origin, 
there is also ground to believe 
that it has drawn something 
from another source. "Slang 
or vulgar language," according 
to Skeat (Etymological Dic- 
tionary), "is from the Nor- 
wegian sUng, a slinging, a de- 
vice, a burden of a song. 
SUngja, to sling ; tiUngja kiefUn, 
to Hang, abuse (literally to sling 
the jaw); tleng-jenanm, a dang 
(i.e.f an abusive name) ; ileng- 
jeord, an insulting word; all 
from slengja, to sling." This 
is all, however, based on the 
assumption that dang means 
nothing but abuse, or "the 
slings and arrows " of vitupera- 
tion, while it has never at any 
time meant that, or even " vul- 
gar language," so much as what 
in Hindu is called hhdi, a 
tongue used for purposes of 
concealment. A man may be 



abused to the utmost, and in 
▼ulgar language at that, with- 
out a word of tlang being em- 
ployed; while on the other 
hand, one might translate the 
New Testament into Romany, 
which is the very slang of 
slangs, or Shelta, or even cant- 
ing itself, with the utmost 
propriety. Yet it is very pro- 
bable that while »lang, in the 
sense of bMt^ or jargon, is of 
gypsy origin, it owes something 
in the meaning of " abuse " to a 
northern source. It may, how- 
ever, be fairly admitted that 
the Anglo* Saxon danga {ciroum" 
actio), and toidanga {dubieta$) 
(not noticed by Skeat), some- 
what favours the association of 
9lang with "double meaning'' 
(Glos. Alf.). To conclude, it 
should be noticed that the 
common English word sling is 
allied to dang as abuse, or 
depreciatory language. Sling- 
ing off is much used among the 
lower orders with the signifi- 
cation of casting insinuationa, 
making innuendoes. 

In NoUt and Q^erie$ we 
find the following :— " Henry T. 
Riley supposes this term to 
descend from the time when 
the vituperative Dutch General 
Slongenberg ruled over part of 
the English forces. In cor- 
roboration of the conjecture I 
may add that the sailors of our 
Royal Navy still use to designate 
a soldier under the name dang^ 
* het is een dang* meaning it if 
a red- coat, whilst the substantive 
itself may very well have been 
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employed as a nom de guerre for 
the Dutch general I have just 
mentioned, and afterwards ap- 
plied to all soldiers indiscrimi- 
nately" (J. H. Van Lennep). 
This» needless to say, is very far 
fetched. 

SUns^der (American), to slander 
in a silly manner. Slangoosing, 
women's tittle-tattle, backbit- 
U3g> or gossip. 

There are points on which we disagree, 

And I will state the facts, 
I don't go round slam^atuUrtMg 

My friends behind their backs. 

— Tfu Brett mann BetUads. 

Slanfi: and pitcher shop, a (popu- 
lar), a shop where they sell the 
conmionest and cheapest toys, 
^., for Cheap Jacks — knock- 
'em-downs, prizes to give away, 
&c From ^Lang^ a show, per- 
formance, and jotYcA, street per- 
formance, or place selected by 
itinerants of all kinds, Cheap 
Jacks, &c. 

Slaii£^ boys (old cant). * ' Boys of 
the slang, fellows who speak the 
slang language, which is the 
same as flash and cant" (Parker, 
Variegated Characters "). 
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Slang cull (cant), master of a 
show. 

Slang^g (cant), explained by 
quotation. 

To exhibit anything in a fair or market, 
toch as a tall man, or a cow with two 
beads, that's called slanging^ and the ex* 
hibitor b called the "slang cuU." — Parktr: 
VarUgaUd Ckaracitn. 



The term has now a more ex- 
tended meaning. Vide Slahg. 

Slang -tree, the, the stage, 
the trapeze. Vide Slakg. To 
climb up the itang-tree, meta- 
phorically, to make an exhibi- 
tion of oneself in publia 

When I was a girl, and a nice girl I was. 

At least so the young men asserted, 
Society then was far better than now. 

If now it's correctly reported. 
The ladies of fashion felt no sudden passion 

To flash their good looks on the stage. 
No Lily or Langtry would climb up the 
slang'tree^ 

In hope to become all the rage. 

— CatnacA Braadstdt. 

Slang OS your mauley (thieves and 
roughs), shake hands. A varia- 
tion of " sling your daddle.' 
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Slang -whanger (common), a 
scurrilous or abusive persoiL 

The personal disputes of the miserablft 
sUutg-wkangers. — Irving: SaltnagundL 

Americanism for one who 
makes too constant a use of 
slang expressions, more espe- 
cially applied to members of 
Congress, and of other legisla- 
tive assemblies, who are ad- 
dicted to vulgarity of speech, 
or are incapable of expressing 
themselves in refined or deoor- 
ous language. 

Parson Brownlow is a local preacher and 
editor in Tennessee, and one of the tlang^ 
wkangtrs of the south-west. — Harptr^t 
Magaxitu. 

Slant (Australian popular), a 
chance. An Australian M.P., 
who had the very unenviable 
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nickname of Rogue, was ad- 
dressing the electors of Ballarat 
East, a constituency which in- 
cluded the rough mining popu- 
lation of Bungaree. The miners 
were there in great force, and 
would not allow him to get a 
hearing, until one of their num- 
ber persuaded the rest " to give 
the old brute a darU" when the 
speaker had the courage to ad- 
dress them as "Gentlemen of 
Ballarat East, and savages of 
Bungaree." 

Slant, to (thieves), to run away. 

We have collared the swag— let us t/ant I 

— Sporting Tinus, 

(Nautical), to slant across, to 
sail. "We had a good dant 
across the bay," t.e., a good 
passage. 

Slap, paint for the face, rouge or 
vermilion to colour the face. In 
allusion to " slapping," a rough, 
cheap way of colouring walls in 
a house. Hence to apply rouge 
in a hurry. 

As a suitable commencement to the renge* 
ful machinations 
Directed against Maudie and her 
"chap," 
She nullified the virtues of her toilet pre- 
parations ; 
Or, in other words, she doctored Mau- 
die's sUtfi. 

—Snorting Times, 

It is said that when Bath Mon- 
tague, a famous light comedian, 
who had had the misfortune to 
lose his hair when a youth, pre- 
sented himself to the elder Mac- 
ready, manager of the Biistol 



Theatre, the latter was very 
much disappointed at the ap- 
pearance of his new recruit. 
Montague, although a gentle- 
man, had been a brother 
" faker " with Edmund Kean in 
Richardson's show, and amongst 
other bad habits had accus- 
tomed himaftlf to the show- 
man's slang. " When I get my 
slap on," said he, "you'll see 
that I shall be all there I " 

" Good heavens I what does 
the man mean by dapf" in- 
quired Macready, who was as 
great an autocrat as his famous 
son. 

"Wait till night, Guv'nor, 
and you'll see I " 

When at night an elegant, 
rosy -cheeked youth, with the 
limbs of Antinous and the head 
and front of Apollo, bounded 
on the stage for Mercutio, the 
manager was amazed. 

" Good God I " he exclaimed, 
'* can this be Montague 7 " 

"No, Guv'nor," replied the 
airy youth, " I'm Mercutio. It's 
the fakements— the wig and the 
dapf that does it." 

Slap-bang^ (popular), a low eat- 
ing-house where you have to 
pay down money with a t2ap- 
hang. 

They lived in the same street, walked 
into town every morning at the same hour, 
dined at the same sla^bang every day.'^ 
SJuUkes by Box, 

Slap up (common), first-rate, ex- 
cellent, fine, spruce, fashionable. 

Might not he quarter a countess's coat 
on his brougham along with the Jones 
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or, more slap «/ still, have the tiK'O 
shields painted on the panels with the 
coronets over. — Thackeray : The New 
cowus- 

" Do you think he's one of our perfes* 
aioo T " inquired the Sandman. 

** Bless you I no — that he ain't," re- 
tunied the Tinker. ** He's a reg'lar tlap- 
K/fvell." — Aifisworth : Auriol. 

A poodle they will play with, just to ag- 
gravate their mash ; 
Their fan is more a weapon than a toy. 
They'll sport a slap-up carriage if he's not 
hard up for cash, 
And they glury in a much-bebuttoned 
" boy." 

— Bird o* Freedom. 

Slash (tliicTcs), an outside pocket. 
Properly a cut in cloth. 

Slate (common), abuse, quarreL 

Really these things are ordered much 
better in England. After a mutual x/a/r, 
a meeting generally takes place in Pros- 
fers' Avenue, or some equally lively loca- 
tton, and the results are somewhat deadly ; 
but not until the next day after the en- 
cotmter. — Fun, 

(American political), the list 
of people recommended to office 
bj a political party. (Old cant- 
ing), a sheet. In Dutch slang 
daatjty kUin linnengoodf small 
linen. 

Slate off (common), to have a 
ilate off J to be slightly deranged. 
A synonym for " to have a tile 
loose." 

Slater (common), a criticiser. 
Frequently an airy and unedu- 
cated youth, who endeavours to 
be facetious at the expense of 
the play and the players. 



Slate - smasher (American poli- 
tical), a President or leading 
statesman who will not attend 
to the nominations or recom- 
mendations of a party. 

If there be anything I like, it is to see a 
slaU smashed, or a caucus broken np. — 
Cma'mnati Weekly Inqtdrer, 

Slate, to (common), to pelt with 
abuse, to criticise, to " cut up" 
in a review. From provincial 
daUf to ridicule, to be ang^. 

Wy, it's worth a fair six d. a week jest to 
see 'em a slating Old Chips. 

—PutKk, 

" Don't think much of that," says the 
pit ; " I expect it'll be slated aX[ round." 

"The pit was right. The piece was slated, 
i.e., written down by the Press.— ^. Sims : 
Social Kaleidoscope. 

Also to knock a man's hat 
over his eyes, or to knock hinL 
(Sporting), to lay heavily against 
a man or horse in a race. 

Slathers (American), abundance, 
superfluity, '* no eUd of." 

Come along, old fellow, you're looking 
seedy: I'll tog you out — I'll stand a new 
rig for 3'ou, from a red feather in a new 
hat all the way down to high-heeled boots. 
I've got slathers of money, and I'm goin' 
to git more. It's high old times with me 
now — slatherin old times, I tell you. — 
Newspaper. 

In the Midland counties datter 
means to waste or spiU, but the 
principal meaning of the word 
is rather slovenliness or careless- 
ness. 

Slaughterer (booksellers), a man 
connected with the book trade, 
who buys np large cheap lots at 
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sales and redaces the material 
back to pulp. 

Slans^hter-house (popular), ^ne- 
rally a place of bnsincss or firm 
which pays starvation wages, 
the head of which is termed 
a "sweater." In particular, a 
place where journeymen cabi- 
netmakers, working on their 
own account, are sure to sell 
the articles (as a last resource) 
which they have been offering 
from place to place without 
success. 

Slavey (general), maid-servant. 

Or even if I was a slavey ^ 
I'd rather be that than a man, 

I'd Ket the first dip in the gravy, 
I'd get the first sop in the pan. 

— Song. 

Applied sometimes to a male. 

Then the boy Thomas, otherwise called 
slavey^ may say, there he goes again. 
. . . The slavey has Mr. Frederick's hot 
water. — Thackeray: The Newconus, 

Slaving^ gloke (old cant), a ser- 
vant. 

Sleeper (American), money which 
lies unclaimed on a gambling 
table. 

Sleeve-board (tailors), a hard 
word to pronounce, a jaw- 
breaker. . 

Slewed (common), intoxicated. 
A maritime phrase employed by 
sailors to denote the uneven 
course of a ship in the act of 
changing her tack or angle of 
progress, and thence supposed 



to describe the attempts made 
by a drunken man to walk 
straight. The word was very 
generally used in America wheca 
it was much less known in 
England. It is, however, of old 
Yorkshire origin. 

I feel my head begin to swim, 
I see a knock'kneed Seraphim, ' 
I hear old Nick— I know it's him— 
I'm drunk I 

I cannot feel my feet at all, 
I cannot see the nearest wall, 
I cannot hear the missus call — 
I'm boozed 1 

I feel that I have lost my purse, 
I see my wife — that's much worse — 
I hear the echo of my curse — 
I'm slewed! 

I cannot feel my way upstairs, 
I cannot see to say my prayers, 
I cannot hear my own choice swears— 
I'm screwed ! 

I feel a thump upon my head, 
I see a bedroom full of bed, 
I hear the naughty word she laud— 
She's drunk 1 

—S/orting Timtt, 

Also t^ued 

He came into our place one night to 
take her home ; rather slued^ but not too 
much. — Dickens: Martin ChuMtlewiU 

Slewer (American), a servant- 
• girl ; a vulgar word, only heard 
among fast young men. SLoor^ 
dure, Dutch slang, a poor, com- 
mon woman. 

Slick (studios) is synonymous of 
rapid, bold, dashing. A picture 
which is dashed off is some- 
times said to be too dick, 
(Popular), &8t, an Americanism. 

Never trust me if I ever seed a dianer 
go so slick t Yer don't need to canry a 
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noaebag when yer goes oat of a night, for 
yer can stow away enough for a week at 
woQst. — StKva^ London. 

SUck-a-die (thieves), a pocket- 
book. Yidt Dee. 

Slicker (American cowboys), a 
coat, greatcoat. From «2tdk, 
old form of AeeL Slick is in 
nniyersal ase in New England 
with the meaning of smooth, 
shining, hence applied to any- 
thing nice, neat, apt, or ap- 
propriate. 

Now, I'll wear this slicker and have a 
red handkerchief around my neck, and 
aliio wear this white hat, and for God's 
sake don't you shoot me. — St. Louis Globe 
Democrat, 

Slick, to (American), to swallow ; 
dielc it down, swallow it. Dutch 
dikken, to swallow down. Also, 
" dick it ap." Dutch dik-op, 
" one that will lick up, or swal- 
low down, almost everything 
that's edible" (Sewel, 1757). 
Swedish dika, to lick. 

Slide (American), "oh, let {t 
dide," or "let it rip," never mind. 
Though claimed as an Ameri- 
canism it is a very old Eng- 
lish phrase. Shakspeare in the 
"Taming of the Shrew" has, 
" Let the world didc ; " Chaucer 
in the "Gierke's Tale" uses, 
"Well-nigh let all other cures 
dide." To "let her rip" is of 
Western river origin. Steam- 
boats when racing were liable 
to come to grief on sunken 
trees and quays, but in the mad 
excitement of a race no account 
was taken of these dangers — 



it was all happy-go-lucky — "let 
her rip," if it so chances, so 
long as we ont-nm the rival 
boat. 

Slim (old cant), punch. *< A bob- 
stick of rum dim, a shilling's 
worth of rum " (Parker, ** Varie- 
gated Characters "). 

Sling a nasty pen, to (American), 
is said of a scurrilous writer. 
Slingt a nasty foot, is a good 
dancer. 

" I have rather a notion of Jenny. She 
slings a nasty foot,** meaning that she 
danced very well — Sketches Attributed 
to Datfy Crockett, 1834. 

Slingers (popular), bits of bread 
floating in tea. 

Sling^g off (popular), casting in- 
sinuations, making innuendoes. 

Sling one's Daniels, to (popular), 
to move on, to run away. 

He flung up his window with a furious 
bang . . . swore in horrible terms that if 
we did not that instant sling our Darnels — 
which the Trombone informed me was an 
equivalent for moving off— he would shy 
at us every heavenly article of crockery 
his apartment contained.— <rfV«»tiwM/.' In 
Strange Company, 

Sling one's hook (common), to 
begone. 

I used to go horse-racing once, 

At last I made a book. 
Though lots of men took people's coin, 

And then would sling their kook ; 
I paid my losses like a man, 

Till I'd lost about a " thou," 
But I haven't (sym :) haven't (sym :) 

I haven't for a long time now ! 

—Brtfadside Ballad. 
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Probablj originall j a sailor*8 
expression, as "sling jonr bunk," 
and the phrase would explain 
itself as the intimation to let go 
one's hold of a boat bj means 
of a boat-hook. 

Sling, to (thieves), to throw away 
so as to get rid of and escape 
detection. Thus a stolen hand- 
kerchief or any ill-gotten gains 
are "slung" or thrown away 
when pursuit is close. Also to 
pass to a confederate. 

Watching the "screw," getting his 
dyspeptical neighbours to sling^ him sur- 
plus "eighters" with "puddings" on a 
Thursday. — Evening News. 

(Popular), sling your daddle, 
give me your hand, shake hands. 
To ding J to blow the nose with 
the naked fingers ; generally to 
talk, to iiing, as to ding patter, 
tling abuse. 

But Jack could always sling touching 
patter, you never heard such a crying 
tongue. — New South IVales Paper. 

(Theatrical), to jerk or ding a 
part is to fill a part ; to ding a 
nasty part is to play it so well 
that another performer has a 
difficulty in rivalling it. (Ame- 
rican), to iling oneself round 
on the loose, to go about in a 
hurried, reckless manner. "Sling 
yourself,'* " let her ding,** used 
in the same slangy way by 
the Dutch dingeren, to hurry 
about. 

Sling your bonk (American), go 
away. Literally ' * sling up your 
hammock*" Hence to bunk, 
to go. 
VOL. IL 



Slippery (thieves), soap. Termed 
by French thieves gliuant, that 
is, dippciy. 

Slip, to (popular), to dip any one^ 
to g^ve him the dip. 

He told the other policeman that I had 
been with another girl, who slipped him. 
'Standard. 

To dip into any one, to attack 
him. 

Slither, to (Australian popular), 
to hurry away. Old provinoiaL 
Also"iHter." ^ii^^r is probably 
only another form of "slide," 
and so may be taken to mean 
slide off, slip off. 

Slither^ you and your brother, or they'll 
nab you both.— iVJrw South Wales Paper* 

Slobber (printers), badly distri- 
buted ink is expressed thus. 
The effect is to show a "rot- 
ten " or " scabby " appearance. 

Slog (popular), a blow, a fight 
with the fists. (Public schools), 
a large slice of anything. 

Slogger (cricketers), one in the 
habit of slogging ; that is, play- 
ing in an unscientific manner, 
striking the ball recklessly ; for 
instance, hitting to leg or long 
off a ball which ought to be 
cut at point. (Popular), a quick 
worker. (Common), a prize- 
fighter. 

The great slogger had offered, per ad- 
vertisement, xooo dollars to any enter- 
prising boxer who would stand up " fore- 
ninst" him for four xorxai^^Evening 
News, 

B 
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Also slugger. 

Muse, sing of the merriest mUI, betwem 

two pugilistic rivals, 
That yet has been seen in the ring, in this 

season of fistic revivals, 
Don't warble of Smith and Kilrain, or of 

Sullivan, known as the Slugger. 

.—Punch. 

Slogg^ers (Cambridge University), 
i.e., •* slow-goers," the second 
division of race-boats at Cam- 
bridge. Called "torpids" at 
Oxford. 

Slogg^g (popular), a beating, 
thrashing, and fight. Vvie To 
Slog. 

Slog on (printers). A compositor 
is said to have a dog on when 
he is making a spurt either for 
the purposes of making a good 
bill, or because the work he is 
engaged on is urgent. 

Slogf, to (popular), to strike hard, 
thrash. From the German 
tchlagai, or Gaelic 9loffan. Vide 
Slogoeb. 

This would produce the immediate entry 
of the night-officer, while the gentleman 
who occupied the apartment overhead 
would shower down sanguinary adverbs, 
and threaten to shg the jealous watch- 
maker the following day. — Exfenittg Newt. 

Slop (popular and thieves), a 
policeman, from back-slang, 
udoTpt police. 

I wish I'd been there to have a shy at 
the esclops. — May hew: Lotidon Labour 
and the London Poor. 

They found out as you're the parson as 

'tices the gals away. 
They say it's through you they peaches, 

and goes on the " Christian lay." 



I dragged 3roa in here and saved yoo, and 

sent out a gal for the tlc^i^ 
Ha, they're a-comin', sir 1 
—Ctorzt B. Stmt: Ballmdt o/Bmhyhn. 

Then the magistrate rose in a roaring 
rage. 
And said he, " You may think it fan 
The feelings of tloft to thus outrage ; 
Just see what you've been and done." 

—Toxical Titmt. 

Slope (alleged American). Of this 
word Hotten says, "It means 
to decamp, to nm, or rather to 
slip away. Some persons think 
it came originally from lope, to 
make off, and that the « pro- 
bably became aflized as a por- 
tion of the preceding word, as 
let *dope, let us run. It is purely 
an Americanism, and is possibly 
but an emendation of our own 
word dope. Lope, leap, and 
elope are kindred." It is a 
pity to spoil so much ingenious 
guess-work, but dope is only 
American in being old New 
York, or Hollands Dutch. " Hy 
sloop weg," he sneaked away, is 
given by Sewell (1754) as the 
perfect tense of duypen, to 
sneak or slink away, and weg- 
duyping, an evasion or sneak- 
ing off. Lope, leap, and elope 
may be near kindred, but they 
are only fourth cousins to dope. 

The defendant came up to him and told 
him to pack up and slo^. He obeyed the 
consuble's order. — Standard, 

Sloper's Island (London), the 
artisan's village near Long- 
borough Junction vras and is 
still so called from the frequency 
with which tenants "sloped" 
without paying their rent. This 
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was more especially the case at 
first, when the houses were let 
out as weekly tenements. The 
" village " was at one time sur- 
rounded by fields, hence its 
being called an " island ; *' now 
it is in the midst of a densely- 
populated neighbourhood. 

Slop over, to (common). "To 
dop over one's talk'* is to ex- 
hibit exaggerated effusiyeness 
of manner and words — to draw 
the long-bow with caddish 
servility or effrontery. A very 
subtle expression, and used in 
a variety of meanings, all of 
them, however, with something 
or all of the foregoing in them. 

Yes, to judge from the opening chapters, 
"When we were Boys" is an admirable 
essay in theartofx/(t7/^/M^<>vrr. . . . The 
sentimental parent and the schoolboys who 
allude to their fathers as "pa" are bad 
enough, but the picture of the "unspoiled 
London in^/nue" with her warbling voice, 
"luminous figure," and insufferable arch 
conversation, is calculated to make the 
angels wccp.-—G/06e. 

The expression is attributed 
to Artemus Ward. 

Slops (thieves), chests or pack- 
ages of tea. ** He shook a slum 
ef dopt,*' stole a chest of tea. 
(Popular), garments. Anglo- 
Saxon dopt a covering; Dutch 
tloove. Shakspeare uses this 
word with the meaning of 
breeches. Old English ilap, 
gown or cassock. 

Slosher (Cheltenham OoUege) if 
synonymous with "driver," an 
assistant in one of the boiid- 



ing-houses whose funotions con- 
sist in superintending erening 
work, dormitories, &c. 

Slosh, to (American), to fre- 
quent grog-shops in a half -tipsy 
state. 

Tim isn't good for mach now; all the 
good he ever had in him is last ooang 
out ; unce he's taken to sloshing about he 
hasn't done a lick, and isn't worth a.red 
cent.— ^/«M Times qfAlabatHO, 

Slouch (American), no <{otic^ on 
the shoot, an excellent marks- 
man. From English fZoticA, 
Danish doff^ stupid, clumsy 
man. 

Slour, to (thieves), to lock up, 
fasten up. A doured hoxter, a 
buttoned-up inside pocket. 

No slaured hoxter my snipes could stay. 
Fake away I 

— Aintwffrth: RookwootL 

From provincial dort^ to grasp, 
or hold fast. 

SlufiT (American), ingot of gold 
or silver; twenty-dollar pieca 
(Common), glass of spirits. 

He ordered the waiter to . . . bring 
alongside a short allowance of brandy or 
grog, that he might cant a sing into hit 
bread-room. — SmolUttl Sir L, Grtavts, 



Sluice-house 

mouth. 



(pugilistio)i 



Sam's sMee-koust was again severely 
damaged. — Pierce Egan: Book <tf S^orU, 

SI ulcer 7 (popular), a public- 
house. 

Slnidnflf one's b<^ (popular), 

drinking. 
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Slum (New England), explained 
by quotation. 

That noted dish to which our predeces- 
sors of I know not what date gave the 
name of slum, which was our ordinary 
breakfast, consisting of the remains of 
yesterday's boiled salt beef and potatoes, 
hashed up and indurated iin a frying-pan. 
'^Cdfus and Ckaract^rs tU College, 

Also known as apple dum, a 
broken-np dish of meat, from 
its resemblance to tlum or 
dump, broken, boggy earth, 
mud, dirt, which used meta- 
phorically in a deprecatory sense 
seems to have given birth to 
some of the cant significations 
of dum, as dum fake, which 
see; dunif formerly a cant 
word for a muddy, dark alley ; 
slummy, a servant-girl, &c. ; to 
dunif to hide ; slum, bad money, 
t.c, dirt, &c. (Thieves), a chest 
or package, a package of bank- 
bills, a trick ; to fake the dum^ 
to do the trick; up to dum^ 
knowing. Also nonsense. 

And this without more slum began. 
"-Jack RoMtUUts Diary. 

(Prison), a room, a letter. 
(Punch and Judy), the caU. 

Slum fake (Punch and Judy), a 
coffin. 

Slomg^ollion (American), a servant, 
one who represents another. 

Should in the Legislature as your slum- 

gullion stand, 
I'd have a law forbidding Dutch through 

all this 'varsal land. 

— Th« Brritmeuui Ballads. 

Slumgfuzzliag (American), de- 
ceiving, humbugging. 



But when Breitmann heard de story 

How de tillage hot peen dricked. 
He schwore by Leib und Leb«n 

He hot rader hafe been licked 
Dan pe helpt mit soosh slumgooxlin ; 

Und 'twas petter to be a schwein 
Dan a schwindlin honeyfoogUn snake. 

Like dat lyin' Yankee Twine. 

—The Breitmann Ballads. 

Slfimmy (popular), a servant-girL 

Slump, to (American), to recite 
badly, fail, bungle. Properly 
to sink in mire, hobble, and go 
about in an awkward manner. 

Slum the gorgner, to (thieves), to 
cheat on the sly. 

Slum, to (common), to go about 
low places, in dum^. 

It is stated that for some reason or 
another this person was in the habit of 
slumming; he would visit the lowest 
parts of London, and scour the slums of 
the East 'End.— Globe. 

People who have slummed Paris are 
acquainted with the dirty little wineshop 
in the Rue des Anglais. — Birdo Freedom. 

(Common and gypsy), to fol- 
low. Also to fill, crowd, over- 
do. A gypsy's remark to C. 
G. Leland, "This here gav is 
slummed up " — i.e., this town is 
over full (of gypsies). (Uni- 
versity), to keep to back 
streets to avoid observation. 
(Theatrical), to act in slumtf or 
low pieces, or very small towns. 
(Thieves), to hide as if in a 
dum or dark alley, pass counter- 
feit coin, pass to a confederate. 

Slungf (tailors), dung out on his 
hands and Imees, instantly dis- 
missed. 
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Slush (American), editorial slang 
for any kind of indifferent mat- 
ter, poetry, &c., to fill np with. 

Slushy (nautical), the cook; 
termed also " drainings," and 
** doctor." From slush, grease 
obtained from boiling salt pork 
— generally the cook's perqui- 
site. Sltish or tludge is also a 
term used in Australia. 

Sludge-Xam.^ are largely used in back- 
block stations. — KeighUy Goodckild. 

Smack (tailors), to have a great 
smack for one, to have a great 
liking for him. 

Smack calf's skin, to, to kiss the 
Book, on taking an oath in a 
court of justice. "It is held 
by St. Giles's converts," says 
Bampfylde Moore Carew, *' that 
to kiss the thumb instead of the 
calf -skin, or book, is to escape 
the guilt of perjury," 

Small cap O (printers). This is 
an epithet used to define an 
under or sub -overseer — from 
the fd|ct that SMALL caps are 
6ub<»mnate to the CAP, but 
superior to the smaller or lower 
case letters, t.e., the rank and 
file. 

Small cheque (popular), to take 
a sTnall chus^e is to take a dram 
of liquor. Very common among 
sailors. 

Small potatoes (American), an 
expression of contempt, small 
potatoes being of little value, 



as Bartlett remarks, except for 
feeding hogs and cattle. The 
full phrase is, ** Very small pota- 
toes — few in a hill, rotten in the 
middle, pithy at both ends — 
mighty stringy at that — ^the 
hills a great way apart — a great 
way to go and dig them — and 
nobody to do it I " The man 
who fulfills all these condi- 
tions may be set do^n as of 
the minimum quality of smaU 
potatoes. 

Smalls (Oxford University), the 
first examination at Oxford, one 
of little difficulty. 

Mr. Bouncer pointed to Mr. Four>in- 
hand Fosbrooke ... on his way from the 
schools, where he was making a very laud- 
able (but, as it proved, futile) endeavour 
to get through his smalis, or, in other 
words, to pass his little-go examination.— 
C. Bgde : Verdant Green. 

Cramming for smalls, . . . Julia re- 
minded her that smalls was the new word 
for little go. — Heade : Hard Cash, 

(Theatrical), explained by quo- 
tation. 

Minor companies with " fit ups," that 
is, companies carrying their own theatre, 
comprising scenes, props, curtains, wings, 
&c., who visit small towns and villages 
for one night performances, are said to be 
" doing the smalls," — Globe. 

Smash (prison), tobacco. Pro- 
bably so called from being 
passed in surreptitiously. y%dt 
To Smash. To sling the smuuh 
to bring in and give tobacco. 
SmasJi, also loose coin or change. 
(General), a smash means abreak- 
up, and is generally applied to 
monetary affairs ; sometimes it 
means to come to grief gene- 
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rally. (American), vide quota- 
tion of Smile. 

Smashed (army), cashiered, re- 
duced to the ranks. In general 
parlance bankrupt, mined. 

Smasher (thieves), one who passes 
counterfeit money or forged 
notes. Vide To Smash. 

And then he proceeded to inform me 
that the individual mentioned on the paper 
was a smasher, or in other words, a dealer 
in counterfeit coin or " sours."—/. Green- 
wood: Tag, Rag, <5r» Co. 

A cadee tmaihcr^ formerly a 
rogue who professed to be a 
tout to innkeepers, but who 
occasionally acted as a mMuker, 
There is a well-known pro- 
verb, '* Once a ttnather always a 
tmoiJier" showing how difficult 
is the reclaiming of this class of 
criminal. 

Smash feeder (thieves), a Britan- 
nia metal spoon, from which 
the best imitation shillings are 
made. 

Smash,' to (thieves), explained by 
quotation. 

Take the base coin, for example — ^he is 
always in want of recruits. Old hands, 
however skilled in smasMtHg—i.e., pass- 
ing bad money — will not do for him, they 
are known to the police. — Tkor Fredur: 
Sketches from Shady Places. 

To gnuuky literally to break 
coin by changing it. (Hence 
tifuu^ change.) In French slang 
"casser une pi^e," to change 
a coin. (Lawn-tennis), striking 
the baU hard. 



Lobbing, too, has been greatly impvowd, 
and altogether the back'Court plajrer, if he 
possesses the power to smash a short retam, 
can more than hold his own against the 
voUeyer. — Pastime. 

Smear gelt (old cant), bribe 
money, synonymous with " palm 
oiL" 

Smeller (popular and thieves), 
the nose. 

Come on, half-a-dozen of ye, and let me 
have a rap at your smellers.— C. Beds: 
Verdant Green. 

To her ken at once I go in. 
Where in a corner out of the way. 
With his smeller a trumpet blowing 

Tol lol, &c., 
A regular swell cove lushy lay. 

— Maginn : Vidocq's Slang Song. 

Also a blow on the nose. Ger- 
man cant has echmecker (lit. 
''smeller"), for nose. Italian 
cant, odoroso, lit. "full of smell,*' 
or eoffiante (blowing). 

Smelling cheat (old cant), nose, 
garden, nosegay. 

Smelling committee (American). 
'* Persons appointed to conduct 
an unpopular investigation. The 
phrase originated in the exami- 
nation of a convent in Massa- 
chusetts by legislative order" 
(Bartlett). To which may be 
added, that those who went 
''smelling about" the convent 
did not find the slightest trace 
of the alleged immoralities 
which they sought, while it 
came immediately to light that 
one of them was accompanied 
on this excursion by a kept 
mistress. 



Smelt — Smouting. 
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Smelt (thieves), half -a- guinea. 
(American), half-eagle, five dol- 
lars. In Dutch slang «me2t is tin. 

Smigfgfins (thieves), formerly 
the soup given on board the 
hulks. 

Smile (American), a drink of any 
alcoholic liquor. 

Your confirmed cock-tail drinker is not 
to be confounded with the common sot 
He is an artist. . . . With what exquiute 
feeling will he graduate his cap, from the 
gentle smiU of early morning to the potent 
"smash" of night. — F. Francis: Saddle 
Mid Moccasin. 

Smile, to (American), to take a 
drink of wine, beer, or spirits. 
Because men generally smile 
while so doing. 

" Say, stranger ! won't you smile f " Q. 
had been smiling unremittingly, I could 
not help it. But in America smiling^ 
" seeing a man," and " liquoring up," art 
all on^}— Richard A. Proctor: Notes on 
A tntricanisms. 

Smish (old cant), a shirt or 
chemise. 

Smiter (old cant), the arm. 

Smock-face (popular), a white 
face, a face without any hair. 

Smoke (popular), an appellation 
given to London for obvious 
reasons. 

I say, chum, do you know red-headed 
Jim. in your party?' He is from the 
smoke. — Evening News, 

Smoker or smoke -thell (Boyal 
Military Academy), a chamber- 
pot. 



Smouch (popular), one who ob- 
tains anything by unfair means, 
a cheat, a Jew. 

Vhile I, like de resht of ma tribe, shrug 

and crouch. 
You find fault mit ma pargains and say 

I'm A smouch. 

— Ingoldshy Legends. 

From Dutch smouM^ tmousjei a 
German Jew. "So called be- 
cause many of them being named 
Moses, they pronounce this 
name Moutyee, or according to 
Dutch spelling i/bv^'tf" (Sewell). 
Smoueh seems to be allied to the 
Boer's term tmous or tmouu for 
a trader. 

Smonch, to (old cant), still used 
in America. Vide Smouch. To 
obtain by canning, to steal ; 
also to take unfair advantage 
of one. 



"Why, Aunty, I don't think there's 
ten." "You numbskull, didn't you see 

me count 'em?" "I know, but" 

"Well, ni count 'em again." So I 
smouched one, and they come out nine, 
same as the other time. Well, she was in a 
tearing way— just a trembling all over, she 
was so maiA.—The Adventures o/HuckU' 
berry Finn. 

Smongfe, to (Hamilton Univer- 
sity), to absent oneself without 
leave. 

Smons (thieves), a Jew. The 
Boers thus call a trader. 

Smouting (printing), casual work 
away from office — now called 
' ' grassing." ' * Workmen, when 
they are out of constant work, 
sometimes accept of a day or 
two*8 work or a week's work at 
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another printing-house ; this bv- 
work they call $moutiny'* (li. 
Holme, 1 688). The fine for 
tmouting was half a bcnvcnue. 

Smonze, to (American), "to 
demolish as with a blow " (Bart- 
lett). To smash, German tchmeis- 

Smug^ (schools), an untidy (pro- 
perly tmug means tidy) fellow 
who does nothing but work. At 
the university an ill-mannered, 
ill-dressed, probably poor and 
generally unpopular student. 

Smug^g^g^s, snatchings, or pur- 
loinings ; shouted out by boys 
when snatching the tops, or 
small play property, of other 
lads, and then running off at 
full speed (Hotten). 

Smng^gled (schools), pencil 
sharpened at both ends. 

Smugf, to (schools), to keep in- 
doors, hard at work. (Thieves), 
to steal, to apprehend. From 
the meaning of smug'jcd, com- 
fortably hidden. 

Then two or three more coppers came 
up and we got smugged and got a sixer 
each. — Horslty : Jottings from Jail. 

Smut (popular), a copper boiler. 

Snabble, to (old cant), to steal, 
plunder, sometimes to kill 
SnahbUf as if snapping up with 
the bill of a bird. SnaM^ 
Swedish and Norse ; hence 
Yorkshire, a bird's bill. 



From prigs that stuMle the prancera 
strong 
To you of the peter lay, 
I pray now lu>ien awhile to my soog 
How my bow-man he kick'd away. 

—IlarUquin Sfu/pard^ mcUd mt 
Drury Iauu, 1734- 

Also to apprehend, imprison. 

But filing of a rumbo-ken, 
My bowman is snabbUd again. 
^Frisky Afclfs Sfing./rom " Harle- 

guin SkfJ^ard," acted mt Drmry 

LatUf X724. 

Snack (Winchester College), a 
racket ball. 

SnafiSed (popular and thieves) ar- 
rested, as if by the application 
of the snaffle-bit. 

Snaffler (old cant), a highwayman. 
From old provincial sne^ffle, to 
steal, rob. 

Snafi^g^-lay (old cant), highway 
robbery. 

I thought by your look you had been a 
clever fellow, and upon the snaffling-lay 
at least, but I find you are some sneaking- 
budge rascal. — Fielding: Amelia. 

Snag-catcher (common), a den- 
tist. 

Snaggling (thieves), angling for 
poultry. 

Snag on, to (American), to attach 
oneself to anybody. 

Two ladies had just snagged oh to me. 
—Howe lis: April Ho^s. 

Snake (tailors), a skein of silk. 
(Popular), to give one a fiuiire, 
to vex him. 



Snake — Snap. 
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Snake in his -boot, a (American). 
One of • the horrible symptoms 
of delirium tremens is the fancy 
that the sufferer is surrounded 
by snakes and reptiles, among 
other horrors. 

For instance, alcohol, which produces 
the phenomena humorously designated by 
our American friends as snaJtes in ones 
bootSy on the other hand, if used znedicin* 
ally, is death on snakes, or rather on snake 
poison. — Giabt. 

Snakes (society), "a caution to 
snakes^* something very singpi- 
lar. 

Snakes in Virg^inny, as sure as 
there's (American), equivalent to 
declaring the absolute certainty 
of anything. '* As sure as death 
or taxes," "As sure as I'm a 
sinner," " As sure as green com 
in July," are synonymous. 

Snakesman, little (thieves). " A 
boy thief, lithe and thin, and 
daring, such a one as house- 
breakers hire for the purpose 
of entering a small window at 
the rear of a dwelling-house" 
(Greenwood). Most probably a 
corruption of sneaksmanf which 
see. 

Snake, to (London slang), to 
steal in a wary manner. A 
metaphor on supposed wariness 
of snakes. More probably a 
corruption of sneak, which see. 
(Billiards), to tnake the show, to 
win the pool at billiards. 

Snam, to (thieves), to snatch, rob 
from the person. Also stealing 



anything that may be lying 
about and making off rapidly. 

Snap (American), in England 9na^$ 
is a share or a chance in a job ; 
in the United States the word 
is applied to a scheme, plan, 
project, or device. 

Free rides to brides is the latest " adver- 
tising snafi " of Canada railways. Brides 
encumbered with "children over four 
years of age," however, have to weigh out 
the full fare. — Bird o' Freedom. 

To give the snap away means 
to betray a plot, so as to lose 
the profits. 

When Dowling heard of Joe's stubborn- 
ness he knew there would be a raid. He 
removed his furniture, and when the 
"cops" came around they found nothing. 
Harrison blamed Dumphy for giving the 
snap away to Dowling, and determined 
to get even with the latter. — Chicago Tri- 
hune, 

A soft snap, a profitable affair, 
an easy position, a good thing, 
anything worth having. 

Frank, old pard ! I just want fifty dollars 
for an hotir or two— give it to you again 
to-night. I've got a soft xm/t/ on, can't 
miss it- — F. Francis: SaddU and Mac 
casin. 

From provincial English snap, 
catch, piece, share. (Popular), 
on the snap, or looking out for 
snaps, watching for windfalls or 
odd jobs. In the quotation it 
refers to eating and drinking. 

I somtered about on th* snap. — Punch, 

(American), snap company, a 
small, indifferent theatrical 
troupe. One gathered for an 
occasion, as if at a %nap, 'An 
itinerant troupe. 
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One ni;:ht, during the engaRCflient of 
a Mui/ cumpany at the Chestnut Street 
Theatre, a little lK>y camr down the stairs 
from the K^I^^ry during the first act, and 
inquir«rd for the manaf;er. llie manager 
was not in at the time, and the doorkeei>er 
inquired uhy he wished to see him. 
"Because," returned the lad, "I want 
my nicHicy kick." "Aren't you satisfied 
with the play?" was asked. "Oh. yes." 
he replied. "The play's Rood enough, 
but the fact is I'm afraid to stay up there 
all by myyclf." — Chica£>f Tribune. 

(Parliamentary), tnap division, 
a division taken by surprise in 
a tliin or unprepared House. 

Snapped (American), drunk ; pro- 
bably from tehnappt, often pro- 
nounced snapt. 

Snapper (American), an impudent 
tattler. SnapM vocren^ to be full 
of impertinent talk ; inappen^ to 
chatter impu<lcntly. Snippish, 
snappish, and snobbish have 
much in common, and the Dutch 
tnappery^ idle, foolish gossip, is 
very suggestive of snobbery in 
a colloquial sensa Feeble as 
this etymology may be, it is 
worth as much as that which 
would derive snob from sine 
obolo and sine nohilitcUet which 
as feats of philology may be 
ranked with Home Tooke's ex- 
traction of Fo-hi from Noah, 
Also " the snapping turtle." 

Snapper soup, pcppcrpot, tripe and 
ojrsters, chicken salad. Be pleased to 
have you call. — Philadelphia Press. 

Snapperhead (American), an im- 
pertinent fellow, one who snaps 
or answers too quickly or im- 
pudently. 



"Don't you 'woman' me, you young 
tmmpperkemd" said Mrs. Wayback, eyeing 
him with disfavour. ** I'm a lady, an' don't 
yoa forget it," and she flounced out. 

Soi^ips (East End), spirits ; Ger- 
man scknapfps, 

Snarier (popular), a dog. 

Snatcher (thieves), a thief of the 
younger and less experienced 
type. 

Snatcher, body (journalistic), a 
reporter or special correspondent 
of a newspaper who fastens on 
any eminent man whose actions 
are prominent, Jtc. 

The Body Snatchrr of the D. T. {Dmify 
Telegraph) has, we hear, been closeted 
with his " Peerage" and " Lempri^ " ever 
since. — The London Figaro. 

SoaveL Vvie Buknino Snavel. 

Sneak (cricket), a sneaky "daisy 
trimmer," "grub," "daisy cut- 
ter" or " undergrounder," is a 
ball bowled all along the ground 
instead of with a fair pitch. 
Though perfectly allowable, 
they are considered bad form. 
\idt Abea-Sneak. 

Sneakingf-budge (thieves), 
thieving, pilfering. 

Wild ... looked upon borrowing to be 
as good a way of taking as any, and, as 
he called it, the genteelest kind of sneak- 
.ing4fudge. — Fielding: Jonathan, Wild. 

Sneaks (thieves), explained by 
quotation. 

That way, and in less time than it takes 
a healthy poise to beat thirty, we are in 
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the regions of gloom, and our footsteps 
(or rather mine are — my guide wore a pair 
of what, in criminal phraseology, are 
known as sneaks^ and are shoes with 
canvas tops and indiarubber soles) are 
trespassing on a stillness instantly sug> 
gestive of death in the midst of life.— 
Greenwood: In Strange Company. 

Sneaksman or sneak-thief 
(thieves), a petty thief, a shop- 
lifter. 

Until at last there was none so knowing, 
No such sneaksman or buzgloak going, 
Fake away ! 

— Ainsworth: Rookwocd, 

Sneak, to (general), to steal; 
usually applied to pilfering, 
stealing in areas, linen from 
lines, in shops, &c. 

He was always hungry, and every time 
he acted as orderly managed to sneak from 
the tray the particles of food returned by 
prisoners whose appetites were not of the 
usual ravenous nature of the ordinary con- 
vict on " public works." — Evening News. 

" You're the bloke as smoked the kick> 
sics," says he. — Birdo' Freedom. 

Sneeze-lurker (thieves), a thief 
who throws snuff in a person's 
eyes in order to rob him. Hence 
probably the expression "to 
give snuff," beat, ill-treat. 

Sneezer (thieves), snuff-box, but 
become obsolete with the com- 
mon use of the article. A pocket- 
handkerchief. 

Fogies and fawnies soon went their way 
To the spout with the sneesert in grand 
array. 

—Ainsworth: Rookwood. 

(Pugilistic), the nose, a blow 
on the nose. (Tailors), anything 
that puzzles. (Army), a yery 



strict officer or martinet. (Ame- 
rican), a dashing, thorough- 
going fellow. Alluding to a 
horse's snorting. Compare with 
Snobtbb. 

Snell-fencer (streets), a street- 
salesman of needles. Vide 
Snells. 

Snells (popular), needles; from 
the English sndl, brisk, pierc- 
ing. 

Snick-fadge (thieves), petty thief. 
From to aniek^ to cut, hence to 
steal, and fadgt^ a &rthing. 

Snicktog^ (thieves),' to go shares. 
To tnickt to cut, and iog^ clothes, 
coat. 

Snid (thieves), a sixpence. 

Sniddy, snidey (popular and 
thieves), bad, unfavourable. A 
form of ** snide." 

Since Bill George was nabbed for liflin' 
them sax things is been very sniddy^ 10 
you'll be glad to learn as I have got on a 
new hook. — Evening News. 

(Army), dirty. 

Snide (common), bad, base, spuri- 
ous, false, mean ; as tnide ooin, 
tnide fellow. Also,"he'safntcIe." 

Sometimes the police will help the 
thieves by getting snide witnesses . . . 
who will swear anjrthing according to 
instructions. — Rev. A. MuruU: Skeufy 
Pastorals. 

But no matter how often they sold him. 
He failed to perceive that their motives 
^txesmde, 
For he always believed what they told 
him. 

—S/orting Tima. 
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** Say I you, look here, now i " he would 
explain to a native. " these 'ere men don't 
want none of your sttiJi outfits, but just 
good bronchos, and a waggon, and strong 
harness." — F. Francis : Sadd>'t and MoC' 
cmsin. 

In Dutch, tnydtn means to 
swindle, **as some inn-keepers 
do," meaning that thej cat, 
or, as Americans would say, 
" chisel " or ** gouge " strangers. 
" Men tnifdi de lujden lustig in 
die herbcrg," that tavern is a 
swindling shop. Snood, in Dutch, 
means base, sordid, Tillainoos; 
German tchmde. 

Snide-pitcher (thieves), one who 
gets a living by passing base 
coin. Such are looked down 
upon by thieves as of the lowest 
rank of the criminal fraternity. 

Snide-pitching (thieves), passing 
base coin. Vide Snide. 

Up comes old Andy, too, and says, 
" This 'ere young man's bin a snidt-pitck' 
ing with me, too," and he fishes out the 
dufier as I'd give 'im unbeknown. — Sport' 
ing Times. 

Snifter (American), to take a 
snifter, to take a drink; from 
inifft to smell something, to 
take a sniiT at some perfume. 
We find in English tnift, to 
snuff. 

I would sooner sni/t thy farthing candle 
mMA.-'L/Arbiay: Camilla, 

Snip (general), a tailor. From to 
«ntp, to cut with scissors. 

"Alton, you fool, why did you let out that 
you were a snip t" "I am not ashamed of 
my trade. "'-C. Kingsley: Alton Locke, 



(Turf), information as to the 
certainty of a horse winning a 
race. 

D. is in glorious form with his wires, 
and is certain to keep it up next week at 
the above meetings, fur which he knows of 
several snips. — Sporting Lift, 

(American), a small boy or 
girl, a small person. (Generally 
in a contemptuous sense, as if 
the «ni/> were conceited and 
ignorant. The writer supposed 
at first that this was derived 
from fnip, a tailor's cutting ; but 
he finds that in Bargoensch, 
or Dutch thieves' slang, the word 
means not only a young person, 
but also a heedless or foolish 
one. Shakspeare nses the word 
«ntp« with the meaning of fool, 
blockhead. In French hicaut 
(snipe) is a stupid girL 

Snipe (common), a long bill, or 
account. Evidently a play on 
a snipe's long bilL Also an at- 
torney, possibly because of their 
" comptes d'apothicaire,** or very 
long bills. 

(London), gutter-«nt/>e, a street 
arab. 

Snipes (thieves), scissors for cut- 
ting off pockets. From to tuip, 
to cut off with scissors. 

Snipe, to (American), to pilfer. 

Yes, it is bad indeed in some respects. 
I have to buy my own tobacco now ; 
Or beg it when I can from other boys. 
In place of sniping it from the old man's 
box. 

—Rom* : AVur Vork Sentiwl. 
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Snippeny, snippy, sniptioiis, 
snippish (American), used in 
several ways ; Tain, conceited. 

Snipptny folks are not popular, and E. 
P. Roe says that almost anything will be 
forgiven sooner than thinking one's self 
better than other people. — Detroit Fret 
Press. 

Also given to petty criticism, 
mincing and pert observation. 

Snip, to go (common), to go 
shares. Literally to divide, as 
with scissors. 

Snitch (old cant), nose. 

Snitched (horsedealers), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

A horsedealer . . . was showing a farmer 
a horse that was snitched, that is, glan. 
dered. It was a fine*looking animal and 
made up for sale. It was jigged, digged, 
and figged. — Hindley : Life and Athene 
turts of a Cheap Jack. 

Allied to provincial English 
to tnite, to blow the nose, or 
the cant term 9n\Xck for nose, 
the allasion being to the nm- 
ning from the nose. (Thieves), 
caught, arrested, i.e., tied up. 
To tniich is provincial English. 

Snitcher, snitch (thieves), an in- 
former, one who turns Queen's 
evidence, one who causes one 
to be " snitched,'' i.e., arrested, 
more probably from cant initoA, 
nose, a "nose" being a spy-^ 
informer. 

Then your blowing will wax gallows 
haughty. 
When she hears of your scaly mistake. 
She'll surely turn snitch for the forty 
That her Jack may be regular weight. 
•^Lord Byron: Don Juan. 



*' In Scotland," says Hotten, 
" 9MlcheT% signifies handcuffs." 

Snitch, to (thieves), to give in- 
formation to the police, to turn 
approver. Hence to arrest. 

Snivel, done a (tailors), wept, or 
told a pitiful tale. 

Snob (University), a townsman as 
opposed to a gownsman. ( Com- 
mon), a shoemaker. 

A shoemaker charged with removing a 
front tooth belonging to a brother mm^, 
against his will and consent, was ordered 
by a bench of magistrates to pay the com- 
plainant xos. as compensation for the loss 
of the vioxy.—Jack and JUL 

(Marlborough College), game 
of tnob, a kind of rough game 
of cricket, such as playing two 
together or at tip and run. 

Snobbery, hiding the (tailors), 
covering up the bad trade. 
Snob is a journeyman shoe- 
maker, also one who works for 
lower wages in a strike ; hence 
bad work expressed by the 
term tnobhery. 

Snob's-boot (tailors), sixpence. 

Snob's-duck (popular), stuffed 
leg of muttoD. 

Snob-stick (popular), a workman 
who refuses to join in strike; 
variation of *' knob-stick." Also 
termed a "snob." 

Snob, to (tailors), to do work 
badly, or in a slovenly manner. 
Snob is a shoemaker or cobbler. 
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Snock — Snort, 



the phrase therefore exactly 
corresponds to the French 
iavfUTf which means to do work 
badly. 

Snock him on the gob, to (Ameri- 
can), to hit him on the month. 
Gob is common English slang 
for mouth. Snoek, provincial 
£nglii»h for a blow. 

Snoddy (popular), a soldier. 

Snooker (Royal Military Aca- 
demy), a newly joined cadet, 
student of the fourth class. 
Possibly from to snook, to lean 
the head forward in walking, 
in allusion to awkwardness in 
drilL 

Snooks (common), the name of 
an imaginary person given as a 
derisive reply to an idle ques- 
tion, or when the name of the 
perpetrator of some action is 
refused. 

Snooping, to snoop (American), 
to pry into, to go about picking 
up bits of food. " I think it may 
be granted by everybody that 
of all petty presumers there are 
none like those who are habitu- 
ally given to what New York 
Americans call snooping, & wonf 
derived from the Dutch tnoepen, 
and meaning the going about 
and sticking one's nose into all 
kinds of places where it has no 
business to be." 

Snooze (thieves), a bed. 

Snoozing-ken (old cant), a 
brothel. 



Snopsy, snops (Amerioan), 
tehfiappt, i.e., gin. 

Fo* lean play de banjo, yes, indeed I 

can, 
I can play a time too upon de frying'pan, 
I can holler like a steamboat befo' she's 

gwine to stop, 
I can sweep a chimney an' sing upon da 

top; 
Oh, I can jump, an' I can hop^ an' take a 

little SHO^sy^ 
Oh, I can sleep just like a top, bekase ray 

name am Topsy. 

— Toj^'t Seng. 

Snork (Shrewsbury School), to 
do the whole of a paper in an 
examination. To beat another 
in argument or repartee. 

Snorter (society), a man who 
excels in anything. From the 
snorting of a high -mettled 
horse. (Cricket), a «norter, 
"corker," "stringer," or "clin- 
ker," a very hard ball to play; 
one that puzzles the batsman. 
(Popular), the nose, a blow on 
the nose ; a regular ^norier^ 
great hurry. 

Snort, to (Australian), to be 
enraged at a thing, to refuse 
to do a thing. This is a meta- 
phor taken from observing the 
horse. If a horse is afraid to 
do a thing — such as to swim a 
river, to go too near the edge of 
a precipice, to carry "game," 
or the like, he starts back and 
snorts, hence the expression. 
The French rendcler (to snort) 
is used metaphorically in like 
manner, and supports the ex- 
planation. 
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Snot (thieves), a gentleman. 
(Popular), a term of opprobrium. 
Much used bj schoolboys. 

Snot-rag (popular), pocket-hand- 
kerchief. 

Snotted (popular), being repri- 
manded, hauled over the coals. 
This corresponds to the French 
moucM^ used in the same meta- 
phorical sense. 

Snotter (thieves), a pickpocket 
whose specialty is stealing silk 
handkerchiefs. 5nott«r-hauling, 
stealing pocket-handkerchiefs. 

You could make a fair thing by snotter- 
hauling even if you cannot get on at fly- 
buzzing. — TempU Bar: Six Years in th* 
Prisons of England. 

Snottie (naval), a midshipman. 

Snottinger (popular), a pocket- 
handkerchief. 

Snout (prison), tobacco; a 
playful allusion to *' pig-tail," 
roll of twisted tobacco. Pri- 
soners will brave all risks to 
get it. The most elaborate and 
Machiavellian plots are always 
in progress in a convict prison 
to suborn officers, and to tempt 
them to become the interme- 
diary between the caged bird 
and his friends outsid& The 
officer who yields becomes "Mr. 
Wright" (which see), and the 
bearer of a clandestine letter or 
*' stiff '* (which see), his creden- 
tials; and armed with this he 
calls when off duty on the pri- 



soner's friends, who, if they are 
well-to-do, pay cash down as a 
bribe. The traitor warder buys 
tobacco at the market rate, 
charging the prisoner about ;^5 
per pound, over and above the 
personal douceur he receives. 
The tobacco is smuggled into 
the prison in small quantities, 
and passed by means of "traf- 
ficking" (which see) from the 
wholesale possessor to pur- 
chasers in exchange for food. 
Tobacco has also a price cur- 
rent in prison in food, generally 
bread, but meat, cheese, pota- 
toes are also passed. It is 
always used in chewing. . The 
term is also used by itinerants 
with the meaning cigar. 

Snow (thieves and tramps), linen 
hung out to dry on hedges or 
lines. The allusion is obvious. 

Snowball (popular), a negro. In 
French, "boule de neige." 

Snow-dropper or gatherer 
(thieves and tramps), a thief 
who steals linen hung out to 
dry. 



Snow-dropping (thieves), 
plained by quotation. 



ez- 



*'What do you mean by sncnv-dro^ 
^ngf" "Oh," said he, "that's a poor 
game. It means lifting clothes off the' 
bleaching line or hedges. Needy-mizzlers, 
mumpers, shallow blokes and flats may 
carry it 00, but it's too low and paltry for 
you." — Temple Bar: Six Years in thg 
Prisons of England. 

Also *' going inoving" 
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Snowj (thieves), linen. 

My pals used to send stiffs to the school* 
master, saying that I was wanted at home ; 
but instead of that we used to go and 
nmig tncwy that was hung out to dry. — 
H^rsUy : Jattinis/rom Jail. 

Snuff-box (popular), the nose. 

There's a crack on your tnuff-hox,—C. 
Bfdt : / 'erdant Crctn, 

Snuff it, to (popular), to die, like 
a candle snufted out. In French 
slang "mouchcr sa chandclle" 
means the sume. 

And I mean to live a good bit longer 
yet. Josh tieckett isn't going to x^at/f (V 
just for a crack on the head. — G. R. Sims : 
Xcifttes and I 'a^al-onds. 

Snuffler (common), a religious 
canter. 

You know I never was a snuffler : but 
this sort of life make^ one serious, if one 
has at all any reverence at all in one. — 
T, Hughes : Tom Drawn at Oxford. 

Snuff, to give (popular), to beat, 
thrash. Alluding to the pain 
caused by snuff thrown into the 
eyes of a person. French slang 
has the corresponding phrase, 
"foutre (donner) or coller du 
tabac," and the police expres- 
sion, " passer au tabac/' that is, 
ill-treat a prisoner so as to make 
him confess. Shukspcare uses 
the expression to take in fnt^, 
to be angry, vexed, like a man 
snorting with anger. 

Snuff, up to (general), knowing, 
expert, experienced in the ins 
and outs of life. Literally " up 
to scent," like a dog who can 



distinguish between the sezea 
of his own species by scent. 

He knew well enoag;fa 
The game we're after : socks, he's «/ U 
snuffl 
—John Poole : Hamlet TrmvesHe. 

Queer start that 'ere, but he was ooc too 
many for you, wam't heT Up to snn(f 
and a pinch or two orer. — DicJbem : Pick- 
wick Papers. 

I am pretty well up to newspaper snmff^ 
as it is, vx.'-Spcrting Timts, 

To put u^ to tnvjf is to initiate 
into mysteries of any kind, and 
generally to instruct in, make 
expert 

He was some ten or eleven jrears my 
senior . . . but having travelled aU my 
lifetime, was better w/ to snttff" than an 
ordinary man would be at fifty. — HimdUj: 
Life and Adventures of a Cheap Jack, 

The thieves knew where to draw the 
line, and chucked the lot away in the gar* 
den, among the other weeds. They wera 
w/ to snuffs but not to tobacco in this 
form. — Punch. 

Snuffy (popular), tipsy. 

Snuggeries (London), explained 
by quotation. 

Generally at one end of the hall is a 
long strip of metal counter, behind which 
superbly • attired barmaids vend strong 
liquors. Besides these there are snug^ 
geries^ or small private apartments, to 
which bashful gentlemen desirous of shar> 
ing a bottle of wine with a recent acquaint- 
ance may retire. — Greenwood: Seven 
Curses of London. 

Soaker (popular), a pelting down- 
pour of rain. 

lliat countryman was right when he 
prognosticated a soaker. The only in- 
dividual I met on the road going my way 
was a timid*looking old gentleman in a 
phaeton, who was well protected from the 
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nin with a mackintosh, knee-wnp, and' a 
gig umbrella.— /. Grttmoood: Tag, Rag, 

Also a confirmed tippler. 

An old soaker who was a pretty freqnent 
attendant at the Bell, at Bromley.— 5>tfrf- 
ing Timet, 

Soak, to (American), tnm, change 
gradually. This is old English. 

Said Tnrpin, " It is time to go, 
I've a very fine plant, boys, I know ; 
While Oliver soaks pale. 
We will rob the royal mail. 
Before the cock begins for to crow." 
^Broadsidt: Dick Tutfin, 

Hence to exchange, barter, 
pawn. 

The two youths made a call and the 
watch was soaked with a pawnbroker, and 
$30 obtained on it — Daily Inttr-OctaM. 

Soap (common), explained by 
quotation. 

Flattery is the confectionery of the 
world. In polite society it goes by the 
name of jmi/, and in general is designated 
"soft sawder." — Di/rou: Lastgk a$$d 
Learn. 

(American), money. (Boyal 
Military Academy), cheese. 

Soap-and-bullion (ftantical). A 
sailor's food is oftentimes of 
the poorest, not to say revolting 
description, and Jack has not 
been slow to signify his disgost 
thereat. The following are 
some of his choicest terms for 
such dainties : — '* Lobscouse, 
dandy funk, dogsbody, sea-pie, 
choke-dog, twice laid, hishee- 
hashee, toap-^md^mllian, dough 
Jehovahs, tommy, soft tack." 
VOL. XL 



A thin wateiy soup served out 
on some vessels. 

I have known many a strong stomadi, 
made food-i»oof by years of pork eaten 
with molasses, and tuscoit alive with worms, 
to be utterly capsized by the mere smell of 
soup*and-bouillL Jack calls it soe^-^md^ 
buliioHt one onion to a gallon of water, 
and this fairly expresses the character of 
the nauseous compound.— CZtir^ Rnssell: 
Sailor's LMiguagt. 

Soap-crawler (popular), a syco- 
phant. 

Stale, too, orful stale, my young josser. 

It's wot all soap-crawlers say, 
If a party 'as *• go " and " high sperriu •*— 

percise wot you praise me for, hay? — 
If he " can laugh aloud," as you say I can, 

better than much finer folk, 
WiU you ticket 'im " vulgar," for dob* it? 

Oh, you go 'ome and eat coke ! 

— Punch. 

Soapers (American thieves), men 
who practise the soap trick. 
" It is a simple conjuror's trick, 
and it is not difficult to under- 
stand. A number of cakes of 
soap are wrapped each in a 
piece of paper, and mixed up 
together in a travelling-bag, 
suspended by a strap round the 
neck of the operator. A five- 
dollar bill is wrapped around 
one of the cakes, and enveloped 
in the paper, like the others. 
It is then thrown into the bag, 
after having been marked by 
the thumb-nail, and the crowd 
are invited to pick it out of the 
lot at the cost of one dollar. 
Of course, the cake containing 
the money is not thrown into 
the bag at all, but is palmed 
(substituted by sleight of hand) 
by the head of the firm, who 

8 
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gives another cmke, limilarlj 
marked. When the capper (con- 
federate) bays a cake, he draws 
a prise" (Confidenoe Orooksi 
PhUaddjfJiia Preu), 

Soap, to (common), to flatter. 

And the tailor and robemaker. b e twee n 
washings with the inrinble soap, so TiMbty, 
toa^d oar hero in whatfis tinderstood to 
be the shop sense of the word. — C. Btd4: 
VmrdoHtGrun. 

(American), to bribe. 

If a knock down were needed in a case. 
Griffin would perform it promptly and 
expertly. The bloods (ttid the fine, 
and staged Griffin besides. — Ntw York 
HiraU, 

Sober-water (commonX a jocular 
appellation for soda-water. 

Soc (printers), this isan abbrcTia- 
tion of the word " Society.'* To 
be a member of the Soc, (com- 
positors*), hence not a *' rat.*' 

Society man (tailors), a member 
of the trade union. 

Sock (Eton), edibles of Tarious 
kinds privately imported. 

The consumption of tocky too, in school 
was considerable, and on occasion very 
conspicuous. — Pascot: Everyday Ltfe m 
4ur Public Schools. 

Hotten says the word is still 
used by the boys of Heriot's 
Hospital School at Edinburgh, 
and signifies a sweetmeat, being 
derived from the same source as 
'* sugar," ** suck." Swedish toek^ 
sugar. (Popular), credit. (Com- 
mon), to giTe one soel; or ¥kk»^ 



to thrash bim. l^om pgovinciiJ 
English to foeii^ to strlk& 

Sockdolager (Amerioan), a word 
inadequately explained bj ita 
imperfect resemUanoe to doxo- 
logy. A iocdtlager^ says Baxt- 
lett, is a conclusive argument, 
a " settler,'* and as tint onda 
eveiythlng, and as the dozology 
is sung at the end of the reli- 
gioos service, ezgo, th^ are the 
same. As it is Tery commonly 
applied to a settling blow — two 
out of three of Bartlett*s illna- 
trations of it refer to such — ^it 
probably owes its beginning to 
9ock, to strike. In Dutch a sBtdb- 
daddyk (or daddffke^waak) means 
"a plain case," admitting no 
further argument ; bat it is very 
doubtful whether this has any* 
thing to do with it. A mk- 
dualertje, a bag of dollars, 
would come much nearer than 
''dozology" — and as it is an 
effective settler to most dispotes^ 
a great deal might be said in ita 
favour, but similarity of sound 
and even of meaning is not 
always conclusive. The most 
probable derivation is 9oek, a 
hard blow, and dde, to give. 
It is, however, poasible that the 
origin of the much discussed 
word is the Iceland mmkdolgr, 
which Jonao in the gloaaaiy 
appended to the Latin TViion 
of Nialls Saga, defines as mean- 
ing among other things dwdUum, 
a sudden attack, also a bad 
affair, evil, and another autho- 
rity gives it as impetus. Samk 
daigr is pconoanoed almost 
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exactly like 9o6hd6iag€r, It pro- 
bably came from the Swedes of 
Philadelphia, as it is an old 
word Iq America. 

Sam caught him a tremendom blow, 
clean bang in the left eye, one that nearly 
knocked him off his pins. Evety man 
in the room heard that sockdolagtr as 
plainly as he saw it — Bird<f Frttdom. 

Seeker (public schools), football 
played according to the Associa- 
tion Rules. 

Socketer (popular), one who 
obtains money, *'sooket-money/' 
by threats of exposure. In 
French ekaidtiwr. 

Socket-money (old), prostitute's 
^fee. Query any reference to 
putting the money in the tockei 
of a candlestick ! In France the 
fee is placed under the candle- 
stick. Also money extorted by 
threats of exposure. Probably 
from Kkt^ a payment made to the 
lord by his tenant for the priyi- 
lege of being a sockman or free- 
holder. Anglo-Saxon MMbe, a tolL 

Sock, sock down, to (American), 
to pay money down, to daf 
down money. A common ex- 
pression in Philadelphia. To 
tock it into a man, to press hard 
on him, to beat or strike, thrash 
or " larrup." Also applied me- 
taphorically on the Stock Ex* 
change. 

If any feller dares to sport with my 
Elixa Jane, 111 let him have it hot and 
short till death shall end his pain ; and if 
I find in any way that she is in the swim, 
111 take a fence rail ten feet long, sad 
f U mt0 kim.^Americtm /^ktt* 



To ioek into, for to beat, 
thrash, is a oommon exprenion 
in England. 

Sock, to (Eton), to eat. Vide 
Sock. 

We Eton fellows, great and small, 
** socked** prodigiously. By the way, I 
do not know whence that term sock^ as 
applied to what boys at some schools call 
"grub," and others "tick," U derived? 
for I question the theory which aiak«a k 
spring from " suck." 1 am rather disposed 
to accept the story that at the beginning 
of this century, one of the men, who sold 
fruit and tarts at the wall, got nicknamed 
"Socks," in consequence of his having 
discarded knee*breeches and stockings in 
flivoor of pants and short hooe. Thensa't 
nickname might then have spread to his 
business and to his wares by a process 
familiar to etymologists, till "socking** 
came to mean the purchase of good things 
not from "Socks" only, but from any 
other vendor. — BrinsUy Richards : Stvtm 
Years at Eton. 

To iock a fellow, was to give 
him something to eat or drink, 
outside his regular meals. Some- 
times a boy might say, 'My 
gOTemor has •ocked me a book.' 
... A boy has also been heard 
to ask another to ioek him a oon- 
strue of his lesson" (0. T. Buck- 
land, " Eton, Fifty Years Ago "). 

(Winchester), to hit hard, 
especially at cricket. It also 
means to beat, or defeat in a 
game. Sock is a provincialism 
meaning to hit hard, but 
much used by slang -talking 
people. 



And then he proceeded, in manner 

•pry. 

In his muscular arms to enfold him. 
And said, "Dub up, or eUe you'U gel 
nektd in the eye I " 

^S^orHniTimm, 
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Sodom (Oxford), Wadham Ck>l- 
lege. From a similaritj of 
sound. 

Soft (thieves), paper money. 
(General), foolish ; a toft, a fo6L 

It'll do yoa no good to sit in a sprinc 
cmrt, if jrou've got a s^ to drive yoo.— ^. 
£/M : Adam Btde. 

Soft ball (Royal MiUtary Aca- 
demy), tennis. 

Soft down on (common), in love 
with. 

Soft horse (tnrf), a horse with 
little stamina. 

Soft-sawder (common), flattery. 

So/lsavHl^r by itself requires a know, 
ledge of pointin' of light and shade, and 
drawin' too. You must know duiracter. — 
Sam Slick, 

Soft soap (common), flattery. 

He and I are great chnms, and a little 
sq/i soap will go a long way with him.— 
Hughts : Tom Brown at Oxford, 

Soft soap over, to (popular), to 
flatter, to wheedle. 

Soft tack (nautical), bread. Vide 
Tack. 

Spotless calico bags containing quarts 
and pints, and which were as eagerly pur> 
chased almost as the so/i tack and the 
green vegetables the bumboat folk bring 
alongside ships that have been long absent 
on sea service.—/- Greenwood i OddPeofU 
in Odd Places, 

Soft tommy (common), bread. 
Originally a sea-phiase. Tommy ^ 



food, provisions (various dia- 
lects), HalliwelL 



I've treacle and toffee, and ezoeUent < 
Soft tommy and soccokot dxips ; 
I've chickens and conies, and pcctty pol^ 
nies, 
And excellent peppermint drops. 
— fF. S, Gilbert: H.M.S, Pma/Sfrw. 

" Gringue," known to the polite as brend, 
has its duplicates in a^ tommtf or pcog. 
— Morning- Advertiser, 

Softy (popular), silly person, half- 
witted. 

She were but a so/fy after aU. — Jfr*. 
Gaskell: Sylvia's Levers, 

Sog^ (American), dnlness, a 
swoon, lethargy. Bast ^"g^itm 
t(K7, to decline in health ; tog, to 
hang down as oppressed with 
weight. To togg on, to vralk 
heavily; toggy, wet, swampy; 
hence the association of drop- 
sical, heavy, stupid. 

So help me tater (popular), oath 
or adjuration in common use, 
and of no definite signification. 
Synonyms, "So help me bob," 
*' S* help me, Bill Arline." "80 
help me greens." 

Soiled doves, prostitutes. 

Soiled doves from the shades of the 
Evangelist, a//ax strumpets from St John's 
ViQcA.'-SeUnrday Review. 

Solace (printers), a penalty or 
fine inflicted by the "chapely** 
according to Mozon, 16S3 — a 
term rarely met with now. • If 
the offender would not pay be 
was tdneed by his companions, 
i.c, whacked on that part (acoord- 
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ing to Shakspcare) "on which 
we sit down." 

Soldier (popular), a red herring. 
Vide Coming thb Old 8ol- 

DIBB. 

Soldiering (army), cleaning 
accoutrements, doing the rou- 
tine and irksome part of a 
soldier's duty. 

Soldier's wind (nautical), one 
that blows both ways— east and 
west. 

Sold up (common), poor or dis- 
tressed. 

Sole-slogger (popular), a shoe- 
maker. 

Solid dig (printers). A compositor 
is said to have a tolid dig when 
the copy in hand is very close, 
i.Cf few short lines or whites 
and usually without leads. 

SoUamon (old cant), the Mass. 

Oh, I would lib all the darkmans, 
By the sallamon, under the Ruffemans. 
— 7Vb« Roaritig Girl. 

Also talamon^ iolomon. Pro- 
bably gypsy tal or iol, oath, 
influenced by ioUmn (oath). 



Some pumpkins or some pun- 
kins (American), description of 
an important person; the con- 
trary to small potatoes, applied 
to persons of little or no account. 

Franklin was a poor printer boy, and 
Washington only a land • surveyor, yet 
they growed to be scmg pumpkin*.— Sam 
Slick : Naturt and Human Naiurt. 

I took to attendin' B^^icist meetin's be- 
cause the Presbyterian minister was such 



tmaU potatoei that it wasn't edifyin' to 
sit under lus preachln'.— fKbilnv Btdctti 
Paper», 

Something^ short (popular), spirits 
neat, short of water. 

When he thought of his friends whod 
grown portly on port, 
Who never on ale app«ued ailing ; 
If only he might dare to take tomttking 
skartt 
Would the teetotal ghosts all start wail- 
ing? 
A pub I Yes, he will! He's hopped in 
like a bird — 
But the curtain shall (all on our brother ; 
We'll only record that the last words we 
heard. 
Were, " Now, dear, Ict'sh 'ave jus* an- 
other I •• 

—Judy. 

(Generally "summat short." 

And as to the benjamin ... he would 
keep it long enough, unless the owner stood 
a drop of summat skori. —J. Height : 
Mornings at Bow Street. 

Sonk, sonkey (popular), a stupid 
fellow. From mitiket, a foolish 
fellow. Norfolk dialect. 

Son of a zaxL (popular). "An 
epithet conveying contempt in 
a slight degree, and originally 
applied to boys bom afloat, 
when women were permitted 
to accompany their husbands 
to sea ; one admiral declared he 
literally was thus cradled, under 
the breast of a gun-carriage** 
(Admiral Smyth). 

You may fancy his rage, and his deep de- 
spair, 
When he saw himself thus befooled by 
one 

Whom, in anger wild, he profanely styled, 
A stupid, old, snuff-coloured «m» of m 



t< 



gunV 



^Ingoldsif Legmdt, 
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Son of wax ( Amorican) a cobbl«r 
or shoemaker. Professor S. 8. 
Haldeman is said once to have 
addressed a party of these men 
with, *'How are jou, my mmt 
of wcucet t " The term is not re- 
garded as uncomplimentary. 

Soogtm (Irish tinkers), a hay 
rope. 

Soor (Anglo-Indian), an abusive 
term. Hindostanee, a pig. 

Soot-ba^ (thieves), an obsolete 
term for a reticnla 

Sop (popular), a foolish, soft man. 
Provincial sopet a simpleton. 

Soph, abbreviation of 9ophitte$; 
second year men are termed 
*' junior 9opht" third year men 
"senior $ophi" 

Sore leg (army), German sausage ; 
an unsavoury allusion to ita 
appearance. (Popular), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

" These pudding I believe, haV« nick- 
names?" 

" Yessir. The spotted is called S0fr Ug, 
and the plain 'sudden death."*— ^<n/ o* 
Frttdom. 

Sort (popular), that's my tort, 
that is my nature, character, 
that is my way of proceeding ; 
that's your «>rf, this is the 
course for you to adopt. A good 
9ort, or a good old tort, a good- 
natured person. 

Sorts. Vidt Out of Sobts. 



Soundings (printers). PresBmen 
are said to be in towtdmgt when 
they get near the bottom of 
their heap. In taking the last 
few sheets off the ** horse " their 
knuckles would touch or rap 
against the wood, hence the 
term. 

Sonp (legal), the prosecutionB 
which are given oat to the 
junior bar in court by the derk 
of the peace or arraign as the 
case may be. The custom is 
to give them out whether the 
prisoner pleads guilty or noC» 
but in some places only pleas 
of " not guilty " are given out. 
They frequently fbrm the first 
" brief" which a young barrister 
gets. (Printers), bad and sloppj 
ink is thus terxned. (Burglars), 
melted plate; it is sometimes 
called white <oii^ 

Sonper (popular), one who 
pretends conversion to obtain 
soup-tickets. (Thieves), soi^scr 
or nipfr, a watch. 

Soop-shop (burglars), a place 
where melting-pots are always 
kept ready, the price not being 
paid to burglars and thieves 
who have come to dispose of 
plate till the recognition of the 
plunder is no longer possible. 

Sonr on, to (American), to treat 
unkindly, to act unamiably. 

**How'$ your giri, Charley ?" "Oh. it's 
all up with us 1 •• "How's that?" "The 
hot weather was too much." "What had 
that to do with you?" " Well, she imw^M^ 
on me."— JWw Vprk St 
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Arthur-^** Mj best girl $ound on m% 
3resterday." Georgt-^**! don't woodcr. 
I always said she was a little pickle."— 
Ahiumae. 

Sonr planters (coinen), rogues 
who pass o£f conntexf eit coin. 

Publicans, we were given to understand, 
are usually the unfortunate tradesmen 
fixed on as a mark, barmaids being easily 
thrown off their guard by the customer's 
innocent appearance and manner. But a 
safer plan, and one more admired by the 
tour ^lanttr herself, is to perambulate 
streets of tradesmen's shops with her com- 
panion, with a sharp look-out for spoony 
shopmen and hobble • de • hoys entrusted 
with the till.—/. Greenwood: Rag^ TV* 
^Co. 

Soars (coiners), counterfeit coin. 
Roman coins and such old money 
are called onion • pennies, or 
imwKg (provincial), onions are 
also tourt^ and the connection 
between bad money and •owrt 
appears evident. The phrase 
*'to plant the fotin," i.e., to 
pass bad coin, strongly sup- 
ports this explanation, further 
strengthened by the Italian cant 
term argumt^ literally wwmM^ and 
French slang wqwrn^ both mean- 
ing m<Hiey, coin. Again, the 
term may owe its origin to the 
acids used in electro-plating. 
But that is mere conjecture. 
"Sometimes when coiners are 
hard pressed, if there is no 
other way of getting rid of 
the mmn^ they aeoretly swallow 
them. The shilling wiMf^ in the 
opinion of ' smashers,' is the 
handiest, and pays better than 
the florin or half-crown, be- 
cause when it comes to that 
value people examine it more 



closely. Shilling 9wit9 of a 
superior kind generally cost four 
shillings a doEen first hand." 

And then he proceeded to inform me 
that the individtial mentioned on the paper 
was a "smasher," or, in other words, a 
dealer in connterfeit coin or jMSfv.— /. 
Greenwood: Tag, Rag^ 6* Co. 

To plant the tmun^ to pass 
base coin. 

Southerly buster (Australian)^ a 
piercingly cold southerly wind. 

The climate of Sydney, always a de- 
testable one, is never the same for more 
than a few hours. I have often seen a 
day there open with a hot scorching wind, 
which lasts perhaps until one o'clodc 
Suddenly a fierce, cold wind, a touikorly 
busUr as it is called, sweeps up from the 
ice>fields of the Southern Sea, and blows 
perhaps for two days, perhaps only for a 
few hours. — Finch Hatton : AdvameeAuS" 

Souths (Stock Exchange), Lon- 
don and South-Western Bailway 
Ordinary Stock. 

Sot (general), a sovereign. 

Sow-belly (American ranoheros), 
bacon. 

Sow's baby (popular), a sixpence, 
hog being a shilling. 

Span£:e (Boyal Military Am- 
demy), new, as a tpange war hat, 
war helmet. Blegant swell, 
^ you look j^pofi^" FromiQMm- 
gle, provincial ipanged, varie- 
gated, shiny. 

^MOgle-shaker (theatrioal), bar* 
lequin. Also *' spangle-guts.' 



If 



28o 



Spanish — Sparkle. 



Spanish, or Spanish blnnt Hot- 

ten defines this as money, and 
suggests that it is a rdic of 
buccaneering days. In America 
it is correctly limited to silver 
coin. It is a relic of the old 
word Spanish-boards, or dollars. 

Indeed there's not one in the langoacv 

that I know 
Save its synonyms, S^amsk bltrnt^ stumpy, 

and rhino. 

— Ingoidsby LtgtmU, 

Spare a mb (tailors), oblige me 
with some, or after you with 
it ; possibly alluding to ironing. 

Spark (American), a lover, a 
" beau." Flame is an old Eng- 
lish word for a sweetheart; in 
America it is more peculiarly 
applied to a lady-love. * * Where 
there is flame, there will be 
»parlc9" originated the applica- 
tion of the latter word to men. 
From this is derived *' to tpark 
it," and " to go a tparking" 

When the dew b just a sprinkling. 
And the stars begin their twinkling. 
And the day dies into darking, 
That is jost the time for sparkmg. 

—BroadsitU Ballad, 

I was about eighteen years of age, when, 
for the first time, I took it into my head to 
go a sparking. One of my neighbours a 
few miles off had a pretty daughter that, 
I thought, wotild just suit me. — YoutKt 
Compam0H, 

A tipark in England was for- 
merly applied, like bean, rather 
to a gay and stylish fellow than 
a lover. 

Our attention has been called to them 
and their doings by an indignant *' Stall- 
bolder," whose plaint we publish in another 
column. " Stall-holder " is exercised in 



qicrit, and with reason, by the bdiavioar of 
certain sMrkt, or "bucks,** or "bUtods,'* 
or "Corinthians," or "Macaronis" (their 
name changes with the centuries, bat their 
nature u eternally the sameX who mnfca 
too mnch noise in stage-boxes and stall% 
together with their " femak oonpaniaas." 

The Ber. A. Smythe Palmer, 
in his "Folk Etymology," re- 
marks : " SfOfrk, as a name for 
a self-sufficient fop or conceited 
coxcomb, has probably no direofc 
connection with the glittering 
particle of fire which we call a 
fparl;, any more than flnnkej 
has to do with QermanyWnJbe, a 
spark. Mr. Wedgwood connects 
the word with provincial Eng- 
lish wprag^ ipraek, quick, brisk, 
as of a lively yonng man (com- 
pare tpraie, vigour, sprightli- 
ness), and <dearly further points 
oat a connection with Icelandic 
$parkr, apnOatt, lively, sprightly, 
also a dandy. See also Pro- 
fessor Skeat's notes to 'Piers 
Plowman,' p. 39S." 

Oft has it been my lot to mark 
A proud, conceited, talking tpmrk. 
— /. Merrick: T/u Ckamtieam, 

No " double entendres," which yoa t^mrk$ 

allow. 
To make the ladies look— they know not 

how. 

^Dryden: Ltvt TriumpAamL 

According to Skeat, from same 
root with ipwrkt a small particle 
of fire. Originally noisy. Ice- 
landic jpniJba, to crackle. 

Sparide (thieves), a diamond. In 
French (not slang), brUUmL 

I got her purse and found the ring. I saw 
\xw9M9i\igsp0rki4. Iaotioedtbeaae,uid 
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at once went in front of a jeweller^i win- 
dow to compare those in the window with 
my prize. -"iitvxiMr^ Nirw$» 

Also tpark. 

Jadc'i conTenation is essenUally dia- 
mondy, and he speaks casually of having 
seen, whilst over yonder, a trifle of a 
quarter of a million's worth of sparks in a 
bucket. —S/<frtiM£- Tt'mts, 

Spark prop, diamond breast- 
pizL 

My pal said, " Pipe his s/ark prop." So 
my pad said, " Front me, and I will do him 
for it" — Horsley : Jottings from Jail, 

Sparkle np, to (popular), to hasten, 
be quick. 

Sparring bloke (popular and 
thieyes), a pugilist 

It was while using one of those pUices 
I first met z. s/arring bloke ^ who showed 
me how to spar. — HorsUy : Jottmgs/rom 
Jail. 

Sparrow catchins^ (popular), going 
out tpamno catching is for a girl 
to go out for the purpose of find- 
ing a lover. 

Spec (common), a venture. 

Off I posted to the Cunly lawyer fit to 

break my neck. 
And he philanthropically took the matter 

up on sp€c. 

— Ftnmy Folia. 

(Popular), an occupation gene- 
rally with an idea of uncertain 
profits. 

They were " little doll " men ; poor de- 
luded wretches, three of thrice as many 
hundred who, quite new to the Epsom 
game, had heard that little dolls were the 
best s^ out,— Gfrmmood : In Strmmgt 
Comfmmy, 



Other meaning explained by 
quotation. 

Throughout lower London, and the 
shady portions of its suburbs, die window 
of almost every public-house and beer-shop 
was spotted with some notice of these 
specs. There were dozens of them. There 
were the " Deptford Spec" and the " Lam- 
beth Spec^" and the '* Great Northern 
spec" and the "Derby Spec" but they 
all meant one and the same thing— a lot- 
tery, conducted on principles more or lew 
honest, the prize to be awarded according 
to the performances of certain race-horses. 
'^GreoHwood: Severn Curses o/LofuUm, 

Specklebellies (provincial), Dis- 
senters. 

Specks (costermongers), damaged 
oranges. 

Specs (common), spectacles. 

No matter for that. He had called for his 

hat, 
With the brim that I've said was so broad 

and so flat. 
And his specs with the tortoiseshell rim 

and his cane. 

—Ingoldsby Legends, 

Speech (turf), private information 
on a horse. In French turf 
slang iuyau^ ie,, private in- 
formation whispered, "dans le 
tuyau de Toreille." Speech it 
used in such phrases as "get 
the $peech" ** give the ipeeeh,** 

Speeler (American), a gambler. 
German ipie{«r. 

Speel, to (thieves), to run away, 
to decamp. Probably an abbre- 
viation of ** gpcd the drum," 
to make off to the highway, take 
to the- highway. Sped is from 
(German epiden, to play, and 
"drum" is cant for highroad. 
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80 that the phrase is a play on 
these two words, and corres* 
ponds to the French cant " jouer 
des trimoires/' trimi^ road, being 
from the same root as " drum," 
which see. It has been sug- 
gested that this term is from 
proTincial English tpeel^ to climb. 

Spell for (popular), to long for. 

Spellken, spielken, or spell 

(cant), a theatre. Probably from 
the German tpiden^ to play, and 
ken^ a place. 

Who in a row like Tom could lexui the van, 

Booze in the ken, or at the sptlVun hostle. 

— Byrom: DonJ% 



Spell oats, to (American). ** He 
can't tptlX oaUy* said of an ig- 
norant fellow. This originated 
in a practical joke about 1S48. 
One man would leave a grain of 
oats with another, who was in 
the joke, and then meeting an- 
other friend, would say, " Have 
you seen Jones? He has an 
<xU for you." The victim, not 
understanding the sell, would 
go to Jones and ask for a note, 
the result being, of course, a 
treat. 

When men couldn't s/eU eaix^ they were 
not given votes, 
Their place was to work, not to worry. 
And Brummagem Rads didn't pander to 
cads, 
For office there wasn't such hurry. 
The friends of rebellion were one in a 
million, 
They injured no woman or child. 
E'en traitors weK Trojans, dreamt not of 
explosions. 
And Parliament was not defiled. 
— Song: In the Good Old Times Long 
Ago (fubiithtd by Francis Bros, 



Sphere (football), the balL 

Spice, to (old cant), to steal, 
rob, from an obvious metaphor 
like **salt," referring to over- 
charge; "pepper," to ill-treat, 
fta ''To ipiM the swell," to 
rob a gentleman; the tpiee, 
highway robbery ; tpicert a foot- 
pad; tpiotr-high^L^fhigh'tpicert 
a highwayman. 

On the high-toby s^ico flash the mnsde. 
In ^nte of each gallows' old soout. 
— Byron: D^njt 



Spifi^ spifiy (common), tip-top^ 
first-class, fashionable, spmce. 
From provincial BngUsh Mpijf, 
dandified. 

But, my gradoos 1 if I am't got the 
spiiffiest lot o' items for ]rou about the 
French church outfit, 'n as usual I haven't 
left myself enough room to do 'em full 
justice, so must put it off till next w«ek, 
when look out for a screamer. — Son Frmm/- 
Cisco News Letter. 

A 9piff, a swell. (Trade), a 
small commission on sales in 
retail shops. 

Spiffed (Scotch slang), slightly 
intoxicated. 

Spiffer. Vide Spiff. 

Spike team. Vide Unioobn. 

Spin (Anglo-Indian), abbreviation 
for spinster. Vide Pucka. ^ 

Spindigo (American), said of one 
who has come oat badly, as 
from an examination at college 
or a speculation on the Stock 
Exchange. Probably from the 
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English anny slang tpmf to 
rejeot from an ezaznination ; 
$pindU, the third swann of bees 
from a hive ; tpinny, thin, slen- 
der. To this some feoetions 
person has probably added tn- 
digo, to give it a soffloientlj 
blue tone. 

Spink (Boyal Military Academy), 
milk, specially condensed milk. 

Spinningf-honse (University), the 
ordinary prison of the Vice- 
Chancellor's conrt at the nni- 
versities of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge. 

Spin, to. Vide Spun. 

Spit (popular), a facsimile. "He's 
the very spit of his father or 
mother." " Er ist seiner Mutter 
wio aus dem gesichte g^esoh- 
nitten " (Londonitmen). French 
'* c'est son p^e tout crach^" 

Emma has a baby boy, 

To own it I decline ; 

Bat people cry and wish me joy 

Because they think it's mine. 

Oh, James, whoa James I 
Whoa James, for shame on yoa 1 
Oh, James 1 whoa James I 
James, it's the 4/fV of yoo I 



Spit cnrls (American). FtettBow- 
Catcheb. 

Spithead nigfatingalet (naval), 
boatswains, and boatswains' 
mates, on accoont of their calla. 

Spit sixpences, to (oommoo), to 
have one's month parched np^ 
be thirsty. French "oxaoher 
des pitees de diz sons." 



He had thought it rather a dry dis- 
ootirse ; and bqpnning to t^tt tix^emcts% 
he gave hints to Mr. Wildgoose to stop 
at the first pablic-hoose they should oome 
Xa.--GrmftMi S^iriiumi Qtdxtie, 

Sidash (common), complexion 
powder, as rice powder, Jto. 
To ip2(M&, to paint the face. 
Provincial English tjgUiU^ 
SpUUchy, painted ; said of a 
woman's face. 

Splashing (popular), talking with- 
out sense or talking too mncb. 

Splash np, to do it (popnlar), to 
do it in fine styla 

SpUithers, hold yonr (tailon), 
hold your tongue. 

Splathever (tailors), one who 
talks much of hima^lf or any- 
thing. 

Splice the main brace, to (nauti- 
cal), to serve out an extra allow- 
ance of grog in bad weather, or 
after severe exertion ; drinking. 

Sluice, to (Winchester College), 
to throw or fling. (Common), 
to marry. 

The moral obligation of matrimony was 
fulfilled, and they were indisaohibly 
t!^icid,—Smomg€ Lamdtm, 

Imagine lus feelings, if ytta. are human 
(and tpUcOU pity \&awBird0* Ftudfm, 

Split (thieves), a detective ; from 
to jrpftt, to inform. 

Two splits (detectives) got mto the train, 
and I got ready to have a go for it if they 
put their hands upon me, but I got out •& 
right.— Z7as(r Tekgn^ 
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(Coxmnon), abbreviated from 

two brandies or whiskies, and a 

soda tpliU i-c-t shared. 

So be sought him a bar where the thorough* 
bred tart 
Regaleth itself on the longest of x//i/x. 
— Bird o' Frttdom. 

Split Cair (popular), tell the truth ; 
a variation of to tj^il^ to divulge, 
inform. 

Split-fig (popular), a grocer. 

Split out, to (thieves), to separate. 

There is a recler over there who knows 
roe, we had better split out. — HorsUy : 
Joitittgs from Jail, 

Split, to (common), to let out a 
secret, to inform against one's 
accomplices. 

If I tell you all about it, will you pro- 
mise that you won't split f — Greenwood; 
The Little Ragamuffins. 

On the* hold business. Just to have a 
chat. When are you going to split on 
3rour old pal 1—G. Sims : Rogues and 
Vagabonds. 

** You needn't think I'm going to split," 
she said indignantly. — Fergus IV. Hume: 
The Mystery of a Hansom Cai. 

To go at full tplit, or to go as 
hard as one can split, means to 
go as hard as ever one can at 
full pace. Used by slangy Aus- 
tralians as well as in England. 
Old English tplit, force; '* to 
make all split" an old phrase 
implying great violence of ac- 
tion. 

We had run him for seven miles and more. 
As hard as our nags could split, 

—A. L. Gordon: Wolf and Hound. 

Splodger (popular), a lout, awk- 
ward countryman. 



Splodgy (common), coane, re- 
ferring to comfdezion, with 
pimples. 

Splurge (American), a dashing, 
brilliant display. At Princeton 
University a student who re- 
cited a lesson badly was said to 
"fizzle," when he did it credit- 
ably he ** rowled," but to show 
a perfect mastery of the subject 
was to splurge, 

A new wrinkle at seaside resorts u the 
splurging of fair women on borrowed 
dresses. They only differ in degree from 
many other fair women who own their 
dresses, but whose fathers and husbands 
sometimes have to borrow the mmnty to 
pay for them. — St. Paul Globe. 

To cut a splurge is synonymous 
with " cut a dash.*' 

Spoffskins (society), a lady of an 
accommodating disposition, who 
makes morganatic arrangements 
of a temporary character. 

Spofiy (common), applied to a 
bustling busybody, a fussy 
"finick." From provincial Eng* 
lish spoftc, to busy oneself over- 
much about a matter of little 
consequence. 

Spondulicks (American), a term 
for specie or money. It would 
appear to have some connection 
with Dutch spaunde, "chips," 
also slang for money, and th&r^ 
is also a word ociik, bad, 
wretched. The term probably 
originated in New York, in some 
confusion or perversion of these 
words. This word has become 
common among turfites. 
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Sponge, throwing^ op the (com- 
mon), to give up, snbzoit, ac- 
knowledge one's defeat; from 
the costom in the prize-ring. 
The principal second keeps a 
sponge during the fight, where- 
with to cleanse and re&esh his 
principal's face between the 
rounds ; thus his throwing up 
the tponge, as it were, because it 
has become useless, is taken to 
be indicative of his side giving 
up the struggle. This is an 
almost recognised phrase. 

The party . . . told him that he must 
either return to France or thnno up ik* 
sponge. General Boulanger refused to do 
either. — Daily TtUgraph. 

Spoof (turf), deception, swindle, 
sell. Properly a childish kind 
of game like " tiddly winks." 

Next day I put all my oof 
On to Gold (sixteen to one), 

And now I hear the cry oi spoofs 
The race is o'er, and he's not won. 

— Bird o* Fftedom, 

Spoof has been defined by Sir 
P. Ck)lquhoun as "an unintelli- 
gible shibboleth, invented to 
indicate an idiotic game— « 
selL Exactly as ' the loud laugh 
proclaims the empty mind,' so, 
to be an adept in the <poo/cult, 
indicates, as the first qualifica- 
tion for that dubious distinc- 
tion, softening of the brain." 
This term owes its orig^ to 
the game of tpoof^ played on a 
draught-board with counters, 
which have to be whisked on 
the top of the adversary's own 
counters by means of a small 
stick. It has been suggested, 



however, that ** wpoof is from 
provincial English fpoffle, to busy 
oneself overmuch about a matter 
of small consequence, to rage 
over a trifle, as a ' great cry and 
little wool,' t.«., a cheat or selL 
Hence disappointment, deceit." 

Love he used to think, I've said before, a 
riddle ; 
To-day he says the mat tTiniimg is oof. 
And thxU lovers play a very second fiddle 
To markers at the noble game of j/0^ 

—Sporting Timtt, 
'Tis oh I to be the people's " pug," 

Who is paid at halls to spar. 
Who 's a lovely, unscratched, scarless mug. 

Who lives like a La-di-da I 
Big battles he fights which are always 
drawn, 
But draw much golden oof, 
He boasts of his biceps and "Boston" 
brawn — 
"Tb oh I for the game of spoof, 

^Bird o* Frudom, 

Also the confidence-trick 
swindle. 
Also to play apoo/. 

The alligator and crocodile are just in 
the prime of life at tea There are par- 
rots in the gardens who {are seventy-five 
years old, and still cheerful, and the swan 
begins to think about putting away youth- 
ful follies at aoa I hope the keeper who 
told me all this knows that it is wicked 
to play spoiff on Sunday. I believed all 
he told me, and kept saying " Really" in 
such a sweetly innocent way, that he may 
have been tempted to put the pot on.— 
Re/trte. 

Spoof, to (turf). Vide Spoof. 

"T," said the Wicked Nobleman, hav- 
bg previously arranged to spoo/xht crowd 
with the wocd " taJnt"^Sporting Times. 

Hb railway carriage he will choose and 
pick. 

Till he spots a likely lot. 
To royally spoof vx the three<ard cridc. 

And to lift of a cosy " pot" 
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Aad he pattefs the while of nryitcrioiu tips 
And doUan be cops for ** stable ** snips. 

— Bird ^ Frudom, 

Spoon (common), courtship ; 
$poan$ together, mnch in love 
with one another. Fid^ Spoonkt. 

She and I, dootcber know, are great t^^^ns, 

—Punch, 

(American), "to do business 
with a big ipoon " is the same 
as " to cut a big swath ** (Bart- 
lett) ; that is to saj, on a large 
scale. Also to help oneself 
fully, which is the orig^ of the 
German phrase, "Er isst mit 
grosscn Loffel " — " He eats with 
a large spoon.' 



i» 



Spooney. There appear to be 
two separate or distinct words 
of this spelling, probably with 
different roots. A case of 
spoons, or of two persons who 
spoon on one another, is a term 
existing out of English, in 
Welsh, Arabic, and German 
{Idffdn, to play the gallant, also 
eat with a spoon ; Idjfdt gal- 
lantry, and spoon), without any 
reference to weak-mindedness 
or folly. It is usual in Wales, 
Norway, and Sweden, as in 
Algeria, to make a newly-mar- 
ried couple a present of two 
spoons both carved out of one 
piece of wood joined, or a kind 
of double, and the writer has ' 
in his possession specimens of 
several kinds. The idea in this 
seems to be that as spoons in 
a set match and fit together 
exactly, so should man and 
wife. A tpooney, meaning a 



■illy person, had originally no 
oonnection with love, though it 
became natural enough to as- 
sociate silly fondness with affec- 
tion. Vide To Spooh. 

Too don't mean to say yoa have been 
doing the j/ # tm<f w h at yen call malring 
low — haiFe yon?— C. BuU: Vgrdmmt 

The originalmeaning of fpooiMy , 
foolish, possibly owes its origin 
to the phrase *'not past the 
spoon," i.e., childish, that is, 
spoon-fed. 

"Can't 3Poa see it ain't open yet, 
iP m nt yt" demanded the nmcible land- 
bdy.— /. Grtemwmd: Dick Tem^. 

Spoons (American), equivalent to 
money, means, or a fortune. 
" She has the tpoont,*' indicates 
an heiress. 

Spoon, to (common), to court, 
make love, to woo. Sometimes 
with an idea of foolish fondness, 
which was the original meaning. 

"Yoa're not a bad-looking fellow. S/m^m 
some woman, you'll soon be all ri^t.'* 
Some short time passed on, when the two 
met again, the broker in fine leather. 
" Took your advice, old man. S^oatud a 
deoced ugly woman. Doing welL Look 
at my ooaX"'-'Bird ^ Freedom, 

** To fpoon, borrowed probably 
from some of the provincial 
dialects, seems to be akin to 
Anglo-Saxon tptmere {tpanere), 
an allurer or persuader; tponumg 
{tpanung), persuasion, sedoc- 
tion; jpatum (past participle 
9ponen), to entice, or solicit; 
the primitive form of v^oh 
was probably spyaofi, implied 
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by Teutonic tm-ipttiui^lA, in- 
exorable. Thus the original 
meaning of tpoon would be ' to 
be sednctive or alluring * in one's 
looks and manner, to woo'" 
(A. Smjthe Palmer). 

(Cricket), to strike the ball in 
such a way with a slack and 
almost horizontal bat that it 
rises up in the air. 

They " pulled," they spcaneeL, they, in 
short, committed every fault of which the 
cricketer can be gnilty. — Daily Telegraph, 

Spoops, or spoopsy (American), 
a soft -brained fellow, or one 
whose manners are objection- 
able. 

Seniors always try to be dignified. The 
term spoopsey, in its widest signification, 
applies admirably to them. — Yaie Toma- 
hawk. 

Spoopsy is from English pro- 
vincial poop, a puppy. The 
ending sy is very often irregu- 
larly applied in America, as 
Jimsy for Jim. 

Sport (popular), a man who gives 
himsc^ up to sport, a betting 
man, turfite. Originally Ameri- 
can. 

Leastways I don't mean that exackly; I 

like you too well ; you're my sort ; 
But you ain't took my measure kerrect, 

I'm a Tory, a patriot, a sport. 
So wy should you round on me thosly ? I 

call it a little mite mean. 
If I took and turned Radical now; but 

oh ! no, 'Arry isn't so green. 

Sporting^ door (University), outer 
door of chamber. Also " oak." 
Vide To Spobt. 



Sport, to (common), to exhibit, 
wear, as ** sport a new tile." 
"To sport one's oak," to shut 
the door against visitors. Vide 
Oak. 

Mr. Verdant Green had for the first 
time s/orted his oak. Under any circum- 
stances it would have been a mere fom, 
since hb bashful politeness would baT6 
induced him to open it to any comer.— 
C. Bedt: Verdant Green. 

Spot (common), to have a vacant 
spot, to be crazy ; to be on tAe 
spot, or to be "all there," to 
be thoroughly au fait of some 
business, occupation, or game. 
To be in form, or lucky, to be 
smart. An officer is said to be 
on the spot when he is thoroughly 
acquainted with his duties. "Off 
the spot" is the reversa The 
metaphor is from a billiards 
phrase, on or off the spot 
stroke, the most paying stroke 
at billiards. To hQ on the spot, 
therefore, is to be doing the 
spot stroke skilfully or luckily. 

Spotted (army), spotted mysteries. 
Potted preserved beef, which 
may contain unknown ingre* 
dients, or be made of bad meat. 

But w^at do I care ? Not a pennorth of 
spotted; and when customers come in and 
ask for a fourpenny plate with plenty of 
gravy, I take the money — always look 
after the coin, you know. — Broadside 
Ballad. 

(Army), spotted dog, tometimes 
applied to a currant pudding, 
but by soldiers used for a saa- 
sage or saveloy. 

(Popular), spotted donkey, 
coarse plum-pudding, sold at 
cook-shops. 
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Spotter (American), spy in the 
employment of the police. 
French indieateur. 

It is shrewdly suspected that there are 
r^nlarly paid $potUrx who watch in the 
Pkso del Norte establishments and note 
the castomers who go with their pur- 
chases into the street cars, and point them 
oat to the United States inspectors when 
tbej reach American ItxnUxrj.—^Ub* Dt' 
it. 



Spot, to (common), to see, notice, 
make a note of anything, pick 
out, identify. 

But I preferred pecking and prowlingt 
and spotting the mugs making love. — 
Punch, 

The next tipster avows he will forfeit a 
large sum of money unless he s^ots tlM 
identical winners, "first and second." Of 
coarse, nothing can be more transparent 
than bombast of this sort ; but here it b 
in black and "vMwA.—Gnenwood : Seven 
Curses ofLtmdon. 

There are certain movements of indivi- 
duals, as the extension of a hand, the 
methods of carrying a cane or a parasol, 
that mark the persons, so that, disguise 
themselves as they may, a trained detec- 
tive would spot them anywhere, or under 
any circumstances. They are involuntary, 
and all the training in the world would not 
change them an iota. — Illustrated Bits. 

Also to lay money down for 
gambling, setting it on the 
spots. 

Spouter (popular), orator or 
preacher. Also a whaling term 
for a South Sea whale. 

Spout, to (common), to pawn. 
Viit Pop. 

He went out one Monday morning and 
spouted his watch to raise funds. ^J. 
Wight : Mornings at Bow Street, 



The dons are going to tp^ut the coDcfe 
plate.~7*. Hughes: Tvm Brpum eti Ox- 
ford, 

I hold it truth with him who says 
That sometimes 'tis as well to ^out 
One's watch, and not to get it oat 

TUl after lapse of many days. 

— Bird o* Fretdom. 

To shout as a street vendor. 

I was out with the missis and the moke 
a spouiin' my wares. — Birdo' Frtedoms. 

To tpovA also refers to noisy 
talking or oratory. 

At its case, of an " uncle " of his, who'd a 

spout. 
That horrid word spout no soooer came 

out 
Than Winifred Pryce would torn her about. 
And with scorn on her lip, and a hand on 

each hip. 
Spout herself till her nose grew red at die 

tip. 

— IngoldAy Legends. 

In the following quotation a 
play is made on the word. 

A very interesting article on sponges has 
been written by one of our Consuls on the 
Syrian coast. It appears that these inte- 
resting, but lowly organised creatures, 
exist only by spouting, in fact they are the 
Grand Old Man of the sea. — Moonshine. 

Spout, up the (common), in pawn. 

And his pockets, no doubt, being tamed 

inside out, 
That his mouchoir and gloves may be pot 

up the spout. 

— Ingoldshy Legends. 

In America there is a poetical 
paraphrase of this term in very 
common use. It is " where the 
woodbine twineth," because in 
country houses there is generally 
a woodbine growing on the 
water-spout. It was invented 
by the notorious Fiske in refer- 
ence to bonds hypothecated. 
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£/p iht tpout is in allusion to 
the spout up which pawnbrokers 
send the articles ticketed. When 
redeemed, they return down the 
spout, i.e.f from the store-room 
to the shop. 

As for spoons, forks, and jewellery, they 
are not taken so readily to the smelting* 
pot, but to well-known places where there 
is a pipe (s^cuf) which your lordships 
may have seen in a pawnbroker's shop. 
— Shafl€ibury^ The Times. 

There were three of these floors, and the 
$pout from the shop penetrated to the 
topmost. On every floorway a sharp and 
active youth, whose business it was to 
discover and send " down the spout " 
the ransomed h\ind\ts.—Cfrfmv0<Hi: In 
Strange Comp<Mny, 

Sprat (popular), mj wprai^ «.€., 
my young man, my sweetheart. 
Swedish tprattf beau, coxcomb, 
dandy. (Popular and thieyes), 
a sixpence. 

I got more pieces for the wedge. I 
got three and a sprat (3s. 6d.) an ounce.— 
Horsley : Jottings from Jail, 

Sprats (popular), effects, furniture, 
t.c., "sticks," from provincial 
English tpraUf small wood. 

Spread (popular), butter. (Gene- 
ral), a meal, banquet. 

At the conclusion of the exercises on 
class days all adjourned to the spreads (as 
the cold collations are called) in the vari* 
ous rooms and halls. — Life at Harvard 
{U.S.) College. 

Next day I was present at a spread at 
the Mission Hall of a much more gratify- 
ing description. Next day was Wednes- 
day, and for a very long time past, on 
this day, the good missionary among the 
savage tribes of St. Luke's has somdiow 
contrived to raise from the charitable 
money enough to- give the children— 

VOL. II. 



poor, neglected, literally half-starved little 
fledglings of the surrounding rookeries— a 
hot dinner, a smoking-hot dinner, and as 
much as they can eat of it. — Grunauoodl 
Ik Strange Company, 

(Aperican), a bed covering. 

Spread eag^le (nautical), a person 
seized in the rigging ; generally 
a passenger thus made to pay 
his entrance forfeit. (Cam- 
bridge), pulled and grilled fowl, 
a fowl opened down the back, 
and served up with mushrooms, 
&c. (American), as an adjec- 
tive it applies to oratory. 

The king was satisfied ; so the duke 
got out his book and read the parts over 
in the most splendid spread-eagle way« 
prancing around and acting at the same 
time, to show how it had got to be done ; 
then he gave the book to the king, and 
told him to get his part by heart. — Thg 
Adventures 0/ Huckleberry Finn. 

Spread eagUi the operations of 
one who buys an amount of 
stock on time, and then bar- 
gains to sell the same stock 
within the same time at a 
higher rate, expecting to re- 
ceive a profit from the differ- 
ence, without expenditure of 
capital, but who, as by his bar- 
gain the option neither of re- 
ception nor delivery is in his 
bands, is at the risk of being 
obliged both to buy and sell at 
a disadvantage in order to f nlfil 
bis bargain. 

Spread-eagle-ism, an American 
phrase, first applied to exagger- 
ated, extravagant, and vulgar 
paliriotio speeches in laudation 
of the American Union, its pre- 
sent greatness and its future 

T 



290 



spread-eagle-ism— Sprifiler. 



probabilities ; first suggested by 
the eagle as the personification 
of the country, in the same 
manner as the lion is the 
heraldic emblem of England, 
the unicorn of Scotlaoi, the 
cock of France, the double- 
headed eagle of Austria, and the 
black eagle of Prussia. Accord- 
ing to the definition in the 
North A merican Review, as quoted 
by Bartlctt, *' A compound of 
exaggeration, effrontery, bom- 
bast, mixed metaphors, plati- 
tudes, defiant threats thrown at 
the world, and irreverent ap- 
peals to the Supreme Being." 

Spread oneself, td (West Ameri- 
can), to boast. 

Now he was another man, and for the 
benefit of the " tenderfoot " he s/readAim- 
ulf. — F. Francis : Saddle and Mocassin, 

Spread, straddle (Stock Ex- 
change), Americanisms for " op- 
tions." 

Spree (Winchester), said of one 
giving himself airs. ** He's 
gpree " means he is a conceited 
person. Applied to dress or 
other articles it means smart, 
stylish, in good form. (Gene- 
ral), on the spree f on a frolic, 
bent on amusement generally 
involving feasting. This word, 
both as a substantive and adjec- 
tive, is provincial English, used 
slangily. 

She shouted out " Hansom " — I thought 
she meant me, 
For I'd never rode in one before — 
She said to the cabman — "We're out on 
iti^ spree." 
— /. Antkony: The Girl at the Park, 



In Dutch, 9]prtifeMt is a 
betrothal or marriage feast, 
which was of old in Holland 
the great spree of all others in 
a man's life. Sprei/eett, trouuh 
feest, tpreiefit trouvfen, huwen; 
ook vrijen (Wordenboek van 
Bargoensch and J. Teirlinck). 
Spreiing^ the act of l^trothing 
or wedding {trouving, daad van 
trouwen ; vrijage)^ is both in 
sound and in fact very nearly 
an equivalent to " spreeing." 

Spreeman (Winchester College), 
a junior who is permitted to 
work hard, generally one who 
has been there some time. 

Spreeners (Winchester College), 
onceit. 

Springfers, the. In America the 
62nd got this name from their 
rapid pursuit of the enemy after 
the battle of Trois Rivieres. 

Springer up (tailors), a tailor who 
sells cheap ready-made cloth- 
ing. The clothes are said to 
be "sprung up" or "blown 
together. " 

Sprint (sporting), a short dis- 
tance race. Provincial English, 
iprirU, lively, such a race being 
run o full speed. Also sprint 
race. A sprint is a professional 
walker. 

Sprinter (American), one who is 
making great exertion in nm- 

ning. 

The young desperado ran like u.^^rmterf 
but the young lady kept well up with 
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Finally, after a chase of about eight bkx:ks, 
a gentleman jumped from hit buggy and 
stopped the thief.^ATMMf CUjf Timts, 

Sprint, to (sporting), to walk in 
matches, and to ran in short 
distance races. Vide Spbint. 

" Now that your son has returned from 
collese, do you feel repaid for your out* 
lay for his education. Did he take any 
prizes?" "Oh, yes, mum, yes, indeed. 
He got a medal for what he calls s/rint» 
SMg-, and he must be high up in mathe- 
matics, for he says he's learned four new 
carres."—ScraMtaH Truth, 

Spront (Tale University), any de- 
partment of knowledge is so 
called, e.g,, botanj, mathematics, 
classics, are each and all of them 
>»pro%Lt9, (American), a bunch of 
sprouttt the five fingers of the 
closed fist. Also the chambers 
of a revolver. 

Sprug (Scottish), a sparrow. 

Sprung^ (naval), a man in liquor 
is " sprung, slewed, or half -seas 
over" or "dead-oh!" accord- 
ing to the stage of intoxication. 
Sprung, like a boat full of water, 
which springs a leak. 

As she went along, the boys bid her be 
of good cheer, for she was only a Uttle 
s^ung. — Dickens, 

Spry (American), active, nimble. 
From provincial English tpry, 
nimble ; Swedish tprygg, very 
active (Skeat). 

He rejoiced, for he said, " My black- 
guards will be s^ry and busy, and full of 
work."—S/ortiHg^ Tima, 

Spod (American thieves), base 
coin, bad money. From ipvc^ 
a bad or raw potato. 



Spnd (popular), a dwarfish, round, 
potato-shaped person. Also a 
baby's hand, so called because 
round and plump. 

Spoddlns; (costers), a street seller 
of potatoes. 

Spudgel (American), to move or 
run away speedily. Same as 
West of England ipuddU, 
Spudgy, quick, speedy. Dutch 
tpoedig, speedy; tpoediglyk, ra- 
pidly. 

Spuds (popular), potatoes. Query 
from the implement, the tpud, 
with which they are dug up. 
Spud is used by Swift with the 
meaning of '* short knife." 

Span (medical students), having 
failed at examination. 

Sponk-fencer (popular), a lucifer- 
match seller. Vide Spunks. 

Spunks (popular),lucifer matches. 
Spwnk is an excrescence on the 
bark of trees, used sometimes 
for tinder. 

Spur, to (thieves), to annoy. 

The only thing that spurrtd me was 
being such a fiat to bring them 1y>me.— 
Horsley: Jottings /rom Jail. 

Squabash, to (popular), to kill. 
From squab and hath, both mean- 
ing to beat, ill-treat. 

Harry the Sixth, who, instead 

Of being squabask'd, as in Shak^Mare 

we've read. 
Caught a bad influenza, and died in hk 

bed. 

'^Ing9ldshy Ligmds. 
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SquabbU — Square. 



Squabble (printers). This is a 
term for the more technical one 
"broken." Type when disar- 
ranged and mixed, as if qnar- 
rcUing, is said to be tquabbUd, 
if., in "pie," or "squashed." 

Squad, defined in quotation. 

Squady applied generally to little parties, 
of little sense — as an awkward sqnad^ a 
blackguard squari^ a squandering squmd^ 
&c— /. Wight : MomtHgt at Bow Strut, 

(Public schools, &c.), the pi- 
squad, i.e., pious $quad, a set 
who profess to be very pious 
and good. 

Sqnaddle (American), to depart 
rapidly, begone, cut and run, 
or skedaddle. 

And at once released the prisoner, 
Sternly bidding him to sqitadtf/e, 
J ust as fast as he could make it, 
Ere the starry night came on. 

— In NeveuLa. 

Sqaantum (American), a common 
expression in New England is, 
" She looks as if she came from 
iqwatitum.^^ i.€., from some rus- 
tic, out-of-the-way place. Bart- 
lett suggests that the term is 
probably derived from some 
Indian place-name, and states 
that squantum was a Massachu- 
setts Indian name for the deviL 
Also a picnic. 

Square (thieves and popular), 
honest, straightforward. 

They considered themselves much better 
than many square (honest) people. who 
practise commercial fra\xds.^^reatttH>ad : 
Seven Curses of London. 

" Take my tip and turn square, from 
a hook who's going to be lagged," would 



be in comnKm parlance, " Take my adirioe 
and get your living honestly, says a pick- 
pocket who is expecting penal senritode." 
-^Horsley : Jottings frosH Jail, 

This word has recently ac- 
quired extensive currency among 
the criminal classes, and the 
functionaries whose business it 
is to cope with them ; to tquaart 
is to adjust, to settle, to make 
straight, to discharge a liability. 
"On the tquare,* fairly and 
satisfactorily, honestly. The de- 
rivation has long been known 
as coming from the freemasons^ 

When I was an apprentice, I lived izpon 

the square. 
My boss gave me no money, which I 

thought was hardly fair 

iTk€ Cross Boys Song-); 

and the phrase, in its metaphori- 
cal sense, would not be jostly 
liable to the reproach of being 
slang, were it not for its use by 
the dangerous and disreputable 
classes to describe the kind of 
honour that is supposed to exist 
among thieves and law-breakers 
in their intercourse with each 
other. (Society), square, to run 
on the, to be straight, honest, 
reliable. 



I, 



quare backdown (si)orting), 
a shuffle of more than usual 
palpableness. 

The fight to a finish between Rillen 
and Conley, which was to have taken 
place on March x, is off. Killen made the 
plea that, owing to the bad condition of his 
hands, he could not fight until a later day. 
An agreement was reached January 4 to 
withdraw the forfeits and declare the fight 
off. Killcn's action is regarded by all 
sporting men as a square dacJtdowm, — 
iVw Vork PoUct GautU, 
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Square, to (general), to bribe, 
conciliate. "Squaring his nibs," 
silencing aAjbodj by a bribe. 

* There was in the Manchester detective 
service one man who could not be t^ttartdt 
and had an inconvenient habit of keeping 
information to himself, and Smith was 
frequently employed by other detectives 
to get up bogus cases in order to throw 
discredit upon this official. — Evemng 
Ntwx, 

Squarehead (thieves), explained 
bj quotation. 

"Honesty among thieves" is un* 
doubtedly the production of a squarghead 
or sham thief; a good thief will rob any* 
\)fAy.— Confessions o/Joe Bragg. 

Also Australian prison slang. 

Square meal (common), solid, 
complete meal Original! j Ame- 
rican. 

I hear that when the members of the 
the Metropolitan Asylums Board visited 
Leavesden a few days ago, they were 
regaled with a squa$nt meal of the most 
sumptuous description. — Truth, , 

Square rigged (nautical), well 
dressed. 

Square round, to (Winchester Col- 
lege), to make room at the fire 
for some one. 

Square up, to (general), to put 
oneself in a fighting attitude, to 
pay a debt. 

Square with, to be (common), to 
be even with him, or to be rs- 
venged. 

Squarson (clerical), a combini^ 
tion of ''squire " and " parson " 
— a squire in holy ordecs who 



works his parish, or rural parson 
of means and position not over- 
shadowed by resident squires. 

Squattle away, to (American), to 
depart. Probably suggested by 
ducks aquattling or " splashing " 
as they hurry off. 

Squatty, squaddy (American), 
short, stout, small, and tat. 
Squat, a short, stout person in 
several English dialects. 

Tombdlin's wife being a very small sguMi, 
Out of the water soon she got. 

—Old Ballad of Tombdlin, 

Squawk (American, but of Eng- 
lish origin), to squeak or squall 
in a loud, harsh tone. Generally 
associated with the sounds 
uttered by poultry in rage, pain, 
or fear. A wretched failure, an 
abject ** fizzle." 

Jokes may be divided into the first-rate 
good, the first-rate bad, and squawks. A 
squawk awakens in you a sense of horror, 
or of shame for the roan making it, and 
causes you to be thankful that you are not 
in his moccasins. — Henry P. LelatuL 

Squeak, a narrow (common), a 
narrow escape. Metaphor from 
a pig escaping through a small 
opening. 

It was a narrow squeak for me, as the 
bullet cut off a lock of my hair, and passed 
clean through my hat. — O'Reilly: Fifty 
Years on the Trail. 

Squeaker (bird fanciers), a young 
pigeon. 

Squeakers — young pigeons— and yoa 
take 'em to the public • house, and yon 
enters 'em for the race.—/. Grtenmood: 
Dick Temple. 

(Popular), a pig. 
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Sqneak, to (thieves), to confess, 
inform. 

I never will whiddle, I neTer will squemk^ 
Nor to save my colqoarroD endanger thj 
neck. 

— Rttoure^ my dear DelU. 

This verb is obsolete, for to 
break ^ilence, for fear or pain, 
to speak. 

If he be obstinate put « civil question to 
him upon the rack, and he sqtuaks^ I 
warrant him.— Dryden. 

Squealer (Wellin^on College), a 
small boy. (Thieves), an * in- 
former, one who gives informa- 
tion that may lead to detection. 

" 5>omebody saw him ? " 

" Ye*." 

" And th.nt somebody has been arrested 
and confessed ? " 

•♦ No ; oh, no ! " 

*' No squealer yet ? " 

** No : that's straight. I see you doubt 
it, but it's true." — Chicago Daily Inter' 
Ocean, 

Squeal, to (thieves), to lodge in- 
formation with the police. A 
** State's evidence " man is a 
" squealer." The term is, how- 
ever, becoming quite common 
as expressing the imparting of 
knowledge of any kind. Vari- 
ants are — to blow on, to give 
away, to let out on, to go back 
on. 

A pal squeals on his chum, and detec- 
tives will capture him in short order. — 
Sub-head in Abilene {Kansas) Ceuette. 

Squee - gee (American ; English, 
vee-jee), aristocratic, refined, ex- 
tremely elegant and fashionable. 

No minister in the city, not even the one 
who officiated at the d^tirch where the 



fiunily attended, was t^mee-iee (i 
is a Gothic word meaning high- toned) 
enough to conduct the services. — Awuru 
cmn News/a/er. 

Squeeze (thieves), the neck, a 
crowd, silk. 



After the place got well where I 
chived, me and another screwed a place 
at Stoke Newington, and we got so — 
squeeze (silk) dresses, and two sealskin 
jackets, and some other things. — HortUy : 
Jottings from Jail. 

The latter asked Fife if he had been to 
see the squeeze (silk) that morning. Fife 
answered " Y^"— Daily TeUgra^, 

Squeeze-oXovX, neck-cloth. 
Squeezer (thieves), gallows. 

For Larry was always the lad, 
When a friend was condemned to the 
squeeser; 
But he'd pawn all the togs that he had. 
Just to help the poor boy to a sneezer. 
— The Death of Socrates, 

Squelcher (png^tic), a settling 
b{ow. Old provincial. We find 
tquelch f(ft a heavy fall in 
Hudibras. 

There's a squelcher in the bread-haskeC 
that'll stop your dancing, my kivey l—C, 
Bede : Verdant Green. 

Figuratively a settler in argu- 
ment or vituperation. 

This last retort would have been a 
squelcher. — Et>enxng News. 

He was keeled back, I remember, in a 
strong chair, with his feet on the front of 
the table, and a clip full of pa^r on his 
knee, and in that position he used to write 
hu leading articles. Squelchtrs^ some of 
them.— 7"-*/ Golden Butterfly. 

Squib (costermongers), a head of 
asparagus. (Painters), a paint- 
brush. 
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Sqait>ob (American), a term ap- 
plied usually in contempt, but 
sometimes in indifference to 
anybody. From provincial Eng- 
lish tquyhMUf a fuss, a needless 
ceremony. Hence a man who 
is finicky and fussy. 

Squiffed (common), slightly in- 
toxicated. 

He never tells his wifelet what the natare 

ofthe"bi2"is; 
And when he rolls home rather sqtiifftd^ 

just as the day \s, dawning, 
Do you think he ever tells her what has 

kept him out till morning I 

— Sportit^ Times. 

Also iquiffy. 

It was melted so soon, I am rather afraid 

That our hero was squiffy ^ or worse : 
And some might have fancied that most of 
it laid. 

— sporting Times, 

Squinny (American), to cause a 
laugh, to laugh, wink, and smile. 
Sqyiiway, proyinoial English, to 
squint ; i^tttn, a wink. 

Squinoy-eyed (common), a mo- 
dem street phrase of general 
application in an offensive sense, 
but rather out of vogue. 

Squintings (tailors), being without 
food or anything requisite. The 
French say of anything longed 
for, *' cela le fait loueher.' 
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Squirm or squirt (public schools), 
small obnoxious boy. (Ameri- 
can), to get a J9vt>m on, to begin 
moving, to bestir onesell Pro- 
perly to wriggle. 

Tom oat your bundle quick, fel ft tfmirm 
on you l—Detrvii Free Preee, 



Squirt (Harvard Univenity), a 
showy recitation. Hall says: 
" From the ease and quickness 
with which the words flow from 
the mouth, being analogous to 
the ease and quickness which 
attend the sudden ejection of a 
stream of water from a pipe. 
Such a recitation being generally 
perfect, the word Bquirt is very 
often used to convey that idea. 
Perhaps there is not, in the 
whole vocabulary of college 
cant terms, one more expressive 
than this, or that so easily con- 
veys its meaning merely by its 
sound. It is mostly used col- 
loquially." Also a fop. 

If they won't keep company with eqnirte 
and dandies, who's going to make a monkey 
of himself?— ilf^«sM/; Jeneie Cemrf' 
ship, 

(Stock Exchange), a man who 
hangs about the market with a 
paltry order, and who will not 
deal fairly. (Common), a doctor 
or apothecary (nearly obsolete). 

Squirt your dye (American). This 
means, " Now, do your best, 
your turn for action has come 1 " 
A phrase borrowed from the 
dyer*s workshop. It is generally 
heard as " Now then, wquiH.yowr 
dyer 

Squish (University and public 
schools), marmalade. The term 
is used at the Royal Military 
Academy. 

Stab (billiards), to make a alab 
shot is to cause your own ball 
to stop dead on the spot oocu- 
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*Siab — Staggers. 



pied by the object ball, or only 
to run through it a very little 
way. 

'Stab, on the (printers). A 'man 
employed on regular work, and 
at a fixed weekly wage, is said 
to be on the ''establishment,*' 
and this word is very commonly 
shortened to 'stab. 

Stab rag (popular), a tailor. 

Stab, to (theatrical). "iSito6 your- 
self, and pass the dagger." A 
jovial synonym for " Help your- 
self, and pass the bottle.' 
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StMg (Stock Exchange), a man 
who applies for shares or stock 
in a new company with the 
intention of selling as soon as 
possible at a premium. 

A stag there was — as I've heard tell. 
Who in an attic used to dwell. 
Or rather — to use a fitter phrase — 
Who in an attic used to gaze ; 
And being blest, like many I know. 
With little conscience, and less rhino, 
Took to that frailest of all f^ ways. 
— Atkin: House Scraps. 

(Thieves), one who has turned 
State's evidence, an informer. 
To turn ttagt to peach, betray, 
turn informer, from the mean- 
ing of to sttig^ to watch, hence 
to spy and inform. Also, a 
shilling. 

Stag^ dance (American), a peculiar 
buffoon dance performed by 
men alone. Vide Stag Pabty. 

After supper a universal stag dance of 
not less than fifty couples came off. This 
is a peculiar load of afiair, in whidi the 
daooers arrange themselves in tvo k»g 



lines, facing each other, inside of a 
of candles, half buried in the ground, and 
above these three muskets forming a tri- 
pod, and each bayonet having a candle 
pattering on its point. Drums, fifes, and 
▼iolins formed the orchestra. The cadets 
started with a simultaneous bound, tnvolT- 
ing themselves inextricably, and at last it 
became a mere competition who ahookl 
work his legs and feet most excruciatingly. 
^Tks Wist Point Scra^Book. 

Stasfe-dooring (theatrical), hang- 
ing about the scenes or doors 
reserved for actors. 

Mr. refused to put the diortis ladies 

into tights, and the public was gently but 
firmly made to tindostand that ttagie- 
dooring was not adiowed, that supper par- 
ties were forbidden. — Evening News. 

Stage wait (theatrical), keeping 
the stage waiting so as to sus- 
pend the progress of the play. 

One night, some years ago, there was 
what we call a stage wait — the next per- 
former had not arrived. — Snorting TJtmes. 

Stagger (popular and thieres), 
one who looks, watches. 

Staggerer (common), applied to 
anything wonderful, astounding, 
that ttaggert one. 

Jobson showed me what hi rightlycalled 
a staggerer. Highland scene, cattle life> 
size ..." Had to get a Pickford's van to 
take it to the Academy." — Moonshine. 

Considering the slowness of the wicket 
yesterday, this in itself was a notable fea- 
ture of the innings, but the greatest stag- 
gerer was that one man made more than 
half of the total— ^/or. 

Staggers, hnngiy, explained by 
quotation. 

Shall I let the chances of stealing a tax^ 
nip off a stall, or a loaf out of a baker's 
bflUTOv, go past mei while I keep "^figM 
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on, looking ont for an honest way?— 
itraight on, and straight on, till I get 
the hungry itaggtrt {you never had the 
hungry staggtrs^ Mr. Magistrate), and 
tumble down on the road 7 I'm not such 
a fool, thank'e. I don't see the pull of it. 
— Seven Curses 0/ London. 

Stag mag (theatrical), stage 
manager. 

Stag party (common), a party of 
men. A simile obviously bor- 
rowed from the groups of 
younger stags who are driven 
away to associate by them- 
selves, when the stronger and 
older males monopolise the 
females. 

" I have observed," remarked Cyn, ** that 
among animals it is the strongest, bravest, 
and best who monopolise the favours of 
the females. A stag party of deer con- 
sists of the feebler bachelors, the fools, so 
to speak, of the herd. But in humanity the 
rule is reversed. Nineteen out of twenty 
of the ladies' darlings, the regular mashers, 
the dear Berties, are the very refuse of 
our sex, so far as brains are concerned. 
You may find stag ^rties of the most 
manly and intelligent men, in which there 
axe some who never had a bonne /brtunef 
and those who have enjoyed them had to 
work hard enough for their happiness ; while 
a drivelling fool of an opera*singer, or a 
small actor half idiotic with vanity and 
ignorance, will be overwhelmed with love- 
letters from all sorts and conditions of 
belles."— rAtf Stag Club. 

I lose myself in a little party of old 
bricks, who, under pretence of looking at 
the pictures, are keeping up a small stag 
party at the end of the room. — Mac$ 
Sloper (C. G, L.) in th^ KnkJUrbocker 
MagaMme, 

Stag, to (popular and thieves), to 
look, watch. Alluding to the 
fixed, intent staring of a stag. 
Suggested to be from Swedish 



BUiga, to stop, as staying to 
listen. 

Lest the transaction may have been 
'tagged by some impertinent bystander 
or a trap, he mounts his box and drives 
away. — Jon Bee: A Living Picture qf 
London for 1828. 

So you've been stagging this gentle- 
man and me, and listening, have youT— 
H, KingsUy : Geoffry Hamlyn. 

Stairs without a landing (thieves), 
the treadmill. 

Well, 111 tell you. Our last lodger^ 
about two years older than you he was, 
and as clever a little fellow as ever tamed 
his hand to diving — he lasted as a lodger 
of mine only nine weeks. He's lodging 
now at Coldbaths Fields — getting up the 
stairs without a landing, lliree months 
of it, and twice privately whipped. Bad 
for him, bn't it 7— The Little Ragamuffins. 

Stakes (thieves), stolen handker- 
chiefs. 

Stake, to (American), to provide 
for. A phrase derived from 
the picketing or staking out 
of horses and mules in frontier 
life. 

There is no doubt that he had plenty of 
money and plenty of clothing when he left, 
for his family staked him. It is known 
that he had $55 on the night preceding the 
murder.^-CAiira/v Herald. 

Stale bear (Stock Exchange), a 
man who has sold stock whioh 
he does not possess, and has 
not bought it back. A bear 
who has been short of stock for 
a considerable period (Atkin, 
'* House Scraps "). 

Stale boll (Stock Exchange), a 
man who has held stock for a 
long period without profit. 
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Stale — Stamp-backs. 



Stale drunk (common), is said of 
a man who has been drunk at 
night, and has taken too much 
stimulants in the form of spirits 
the following morning. 

Stale whimer (old cant), a bastard. 

Stalk, the (Punch and Judy men), 
the gallows. 

Stall (popular), trick, excuse, de- 
fence, humbug, pretence. Early 
English, a snare, or decoy. 
Also«ea/«. 

For two pins, wretches, I'd smash you all. 
It's nice, on my word, such things I ne'er 

heard. 
You've been hiding my bird for a stall, 

—Broadtid* Ballad: The Masker 
and the Parrot. 

(Thieves), explained by quo- 
tation. 

" Little Burks (as he was called^ the 
police detective, who was discharged for 
acquainting the thieves with all that was 
transacted in the dete<^Te deportment, 
wouldn't mind acting as a stetll in a 
robbery." 

"What's that?" 

"Why, cover a robbery. If he saw a 
mob of thieves at work he would get his 
brother policeman away on some pretence 
till the job was over, and then claim his 
share in the svrzg."—Etnden£e given by 
an old Police Officer. 

Stalling ken (old cant), a broker's 
or receiver's place. 

Stallion (circus), a piebald horse 
(doubtful or varied in its appli- 
cation). (Common), a lascivious 
man. 

Stallsman (thieves), an accom- 
plioe who takes ohaigo of the 



plunder ; froip to " stall off,** 
take away. 

Stall, to (theatrical), to act a part. 
(Popular), to lodge or put up at 
a public-house. (Thieves), to 
screen a robbery while it is 
being perpetrated, to surround 
an intended victim in a crowd 
while a confederate operaties. 
(Old cant), to make, arrange ; 
" stalling to the rog^e,*' admitting 
a new member. Also to conceal* 
to carry off, put by as booty. 

I met a dell, I viewed her well. 
She was benship to my wat^ ; 

So she and I did stall and cloy 
Whatever we could catch. 

—The Emglisk Rogue. 

Stall your mug (popular), go 
away, make yourself scarce. 
Thieves use this expression gene- 
rally with the meaning of go 
home, take shelter. 

Stamp (printers), separate types 
are commonly called — especially 
by outsiders — stamps. (Ameri- 
can), a peculiar way of throwing 
dice out of a box. " I have seen 
three sixes thrown thrice in 
succession by stamping,** 

Stamp-backs (gambling cheats), 
explained by quotation. 

It is absolutely and utterly impossiUe 
to distinguish the microscopic dots and 
lines of the ordinary marked card while it 
is being dealt off the pack, and no man 
ever lived who could use them to advan- 
tage. The first of the kind produced wttm 
the old-Cashioned stamp-iaeks, but players 
soon found out that no system of maurks 
were eligible while the cards were in aM>- 
tioD, and they dropped thKOw—Stmr, 



Stampers — Stand. 
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Stampers (thieyes), feet, Bhoes. 

Strike up, piper, a merry merry dance. 
That we on oar stampers may foot it and 
prance. 

'—Bro&m€ : Jovial Crew. 

Stamps (old cant), legs. " Stamp* 
in the Harmans/' legs in the 
stocks. 

Stander-up (American thieves), a 
man who robs intoxicated per- 
sons under pretence of aiding 
them to go home. 

They gave Chandler the name of being 
a sfamder-u/ of drunken men. The proper 
mode of standin^-up a tipsy man, accord- 
ing to the rules, is to place your right arm 
under the left arm of the sleeper close to 
the shoulder, placing the hand on his wabt* 
coat, just above his left vest pocket. As 
you raise him .with the right hand, press 
your hand hard against his body so that 
he will not feel the watch slipping from 
his pocket into your left hand. — Phiia- 
delphui Press. 

Standing dish (society), a com- 
mon expression for any one who 
is constantly lunching, dining, 

or calling at a house. " Mr. 

is always lunching here, be is 
quite a standing dish," Gene- 
rally speaking applied to any 
one or anything which often 
makes its appearance before the 
public. 

Lottery started with the call of Cigar 
and Peter Simple (the grey), whose oppo- 
nents also included those statuUng ditfus^ 
Charity and Seventy>four. — Sporting 
Times. 

Stand in, to (general), to have a 
share in a bet or any specula- 
tion. 



Here, hand me the flimsies, and ttmmd 

in with me, 
111 do a good turn to a friend of old 

Flo's. 

—Birdo* Freedom, 

Mr. •— , I believe, was asked to stand 
in with him, but the Jove of the Lyceum 
declared that the prices were ruinous. The 
result, however, was an enormous success. 
—^tar. 

Take a side in a dispute. 
(Thieves), have a share of the 
proceeds of a robbery. 

If I lend you these I shall want to stand 
in ; but I said I can't stand you at that ; 
I will grease your dukes if you like.— 
Horsley : Jottings from Jail. 

Stand-offish (society), a noLi ms 
tangere manner. 

A hundred 3rears since Versailles was 
almost divided into two camps. The 
quarter of Notre Dame almost proudly 
assumed the title of ahe patriotic quarter. 
Its denizens gave the first deputies of 
France a cordial welcome, while those of 
St. Louis stood aloof. It is solemn and 
respectable, one might almost say sttutd* 
offish. I ts doors keep people at a distance, 
and its windows seem to look with a kind 
of contempt on the passers-by. — Evening 
News. 

Stand off, to (American), to put 
off by means of a trick. 

Loop-holed I Well, the man who built 
this place expected occasionally to have to 
stand pirate Mexicans who had followed 
stolen stock into the valley.—^. Francis : 
Saddle and Moccasin, 

Stand on one's hind legs, to 
(popular), to show anger, to take 
a thing in bad part, or to lose 
one's temper. French #« eabrer. 

Stand on velyet, to (racing), to 
have all your bets secnred, and 
on the winning side. 



/ 
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Stands — Starting. 



Stands on his ears (American), 
an expression which, like stand- 
ing on his head, or throwing 
somersaults, denotes exhilara- 
tion of spirits. 

Man springeth up as the toad-stool, and 
iiMtuUtk upon his earx when he is yoony, 
bat as he groveth older he wrinkleth up 
with worry, and his beauty (adeth away. 
— Thamuu P. Montfori. 

Stand to (common), to treat to. 

If you like to stand a can of beer, yoa 
may enter the smithy and have a chat 
with them ; but idle only on your part. 
--Greenwood : In Strange Company. 

Stand me a drink before I go ; it is an 
arduous task I have to perform. — Bird #' 
Freedom. 

Star (auction), an article not pro- 
perly belonging to the sale 
introduced into an auction of 
goods. 

Starcher (common), stiff white 
necktie. 

Star-gazer (popular), a horse that 
keeps its head high when trot- 
ting or galloping. Also a hedge 
prostitute. 

Star-gazers (American), "ladies 
of the. pavement, who walk by 
night, not so much, however, to 
study the heavenly bodies, as 
to dispose of their own." "Bats, 
night - hawks, owls, astrono- 
mers, nocturnes, moonlighters, 
moths, nightlies, nymphs of 
darkness." 

Stark-naked (old slang), raw 
gin. Also "strip-me-fiai«(i." 



His " bingo " was unexcepciooablc ; and 
as for his Stark-naktd^ it was voted tlie 
most brilliant thing in nature.— Zjr/tMi : 
Peud Clifford, 

Starling (police), a person marked 
for the police. From a play on 
tpoUedf marked out. 

Star-queller (theatrical), is a term 
applied to an actor whose im- 
perfect acting mars that of 
better actors. 

Starring (prison). ** Some crack 
a pane in a shop-front and by 
passing the wet thumb along, 
they can direct the crack as 
they please; then removing 
the glass they can remove the 
goods" (Chesterton's "Revela- 
tions of Prison Life "). A lump 
of putty is sometimes placed 
on the window and then struck 
with a life-preserver. The glass 
is thus broken without noise, 
even that of falling glass. 

Star the glaze, to (popular and 
thieves), to break a window 
pane ; to star in that sense is 
provincial English. 

So, in fractional arithmetic, it is con- 
sidered highly improper to star the gieue, 
in falling through the sashes of a grapery, 
when on the look-out for grapes.— Z^i^nptsr .* 
Langh and Learn, 

Start, the (beggars and tramps), 
London. Grose gives it as being 
Newgate. (Popular), a rum «<af^ 
an odd circumstance. 

Starting (popular), a reprimand 
or beating. 



Star — Stay. 
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Star, to (theatrical), to perform 
as a ttar with iziferior actors. 
Also to itar it. 

To use A bit ci theatrical slang, Mr. 
<— — u starring' it with success in Wales, 
and is not likely to forget the extraor^ 
dinary moonlight demonstration at Single- 
ton Abbey.— /'a// Afall Gautte. 

(Billiards), to itar is to recdve 
one or more additional lives in 
the course of the pool game, 
on payment of an additional 
entrance fee. 

Staniben (gypsy), imprisoned. 

Where is Ansclo W.7 He that was 
siaruben for a gry?— C. G. Ltland: Tk€ 
Gyfties. 

Vide Stubibbn. 

Starve 'em, Rob 'em, and Cheat 
'em, slang names for the con- 
tiguous or united towns of 
Stroud, Rochester, and Chat- 
ham. *' So called," says Grose, 
"by soldiers and sailors, and 
not without good reason.' 



n 



Stash, to (common), to cease, 
stop, stay, leave ofiL As this 
word agrees in every particular 
as to meaning with the gypsy 
haUht it is possibly an anagram 
of it, or a corruption of to stcmeh^ 
which formerly had the limited 
meaning of to stop. 

What to the heel do you stath at ? Ill 
chive you.— /^« ^r/ ; A Living Pictun of 
London. 

Stationery (theatrical), paper, or 
orders in a theatre. 

Staving, rip-staving:, rip-staver- 
ins: (American), to i<at«^ ie., to 



break into, as to stave a cask, 
is correct. From this comes to 
«tove, to burst through, or press 
onward. " The world will jtoiw 
right on," "Where are you rtav- 
ing to?" Hence ttaving, dash- 
ing on, proceeding brilliantly, 
doing well, as a staving businesa 
** Ripping and staving along" 
may be heard sometimes. "Rip- 
snorter, Hp'Staver, a tearer, driver, 
dasher " (Bartlett). Vide Rip. 

Stay (American). " To be sta/ged 
with is to be courted by a 
man '* (Bartlett). To stay with 
a woman is to carry courtship 
to the extreme. (Common), to 
stay is said of a horse or man 
with powers of endurance. 

M. Camot . . . has been unquestion- 
ably the most hard-worked citizen m this 
country ; yet he has amazed his entourage 
by his staying iiowcn,— Daily Tsltgra/k, 

Stayer (sporting), one not to 
be discouraged. An athlete or 
horse who has powers of en- 
durance. 

The distance was half-a-mOe, and con- 
siderable interest was taken in the race, in 
which a fine contest was expected to ensue 
between the holder, H. C S., and J. N., 
who has previously been known as a short- 
distance swimmer rather than a stayer, — 
Pastimg. 

Gonfalon livtopped by his penalty, and 
b nearly certain to give way to Theo- 
phrastus, who is a rare old staytr,'^ 
Rt/ere*, 

Stay ont (Eton), meaning the re- 
verse. 

Sometimes Blazes had a lazy fit, and 
put himself on the sick list for a day. This 
was called sts^ out, for the reasoo that 
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Stajhtape — Stem-windtr. 



ooe had to stay in. — Brinslfy RicMmnb : 
Srvm years ai Eton, 

Many things at Eton were called by 
misnomers, in the construction of which 
the lucus a non lucendo principle came 
oat rery strong. Thus, when we stayed 
in, we said we were staying omt i when 
"absence" was called, we had to be 
frtsent : a third of a year was called a 
kml/t &c %iz.^Sk€t£ky Memcria of Eton, 

Stay-tape (trade), a dry goods 
clerk or salcsmaxL 

Steak, a two-eyed (popular), a 
bloater, or ** soger," or red her- 
ring. 

Steamer (American), a tobacco- 
pipe. 

Steaming (popular), a pudding 
steamed. In Manchester a po- 
tato-pie is called a steam-engine. 
The term is much used in the 
army. 

Steel, prison slang for Coldbath 
Fields, from the Bastille. A 
name it earned rightly from its 
abominable management in the 
early part of the nineteenth 
century, and wrongly from the 
ignorant outcry which greeted 
the introduction of the separate 
(or silent and solitary) system 
of imprisonment. 

** And the Steei—thc place to which Mr. 
Eggshells alludes in connection with his 
retirement 7 " 

" Coldbath Fields," responded Mr. Bad- 
ger, promptly, "quod — gaol — prison — 
that's the Steel."—/. Greenwood: Dick 
Temple. 

The term has been extended 
to any prison, lock-up. 



He pitched into the policeman, was 
logged off to the sttgl^ had up before 
the magistrate, and got a month. — Thtr 
Fredur: Skttdusfrom Skmdy Places. 

Steel-bar drivers (popular), 
journeymen tailors. Termed 
also " flingers." 

Steel-pen (common). A tUd-pen 
coat is a dress coat. 

As regards the coat, the Emperor has 
sternly set his iace against the *' swallovr- 
tail," "claw-hammer," or steel-pen gw 
ment which, for the last sixty years, has 
been Tmercilessly inflicted on civilised 
society all over the world.— Dmify Teit' 
graph. 

Steep (American), extreme. "A 
j<*«p price.** iSeecp grade, a rather 
difficult undertaking. DeVere 
remarks that tUtp is not only 
used in its literal sense, but by a 
kind of bold hyperbole applied 
to things generally. Mensx)eak 
of " a jtecp price for a farm," 
and complain of " a lAup tax to 
be paid." The French have 
raiit (steep), for anything diffi- 
cult to perform, to believe, or 
to stomach. 

At the election in Minnesota one hun- 
dred and ten Winnebago Indians, wearing 
their blankets, voted the Democratic 
ticket; but the agent thought this was 
rather steeps so he afterwards crossed that 
number from the list.— CAi^vv Tribtuu, 

Steeple-house, Puritan for 

church. 

Stems (popular), the legs. 

Stem-winder (American), applied 
to anything quite perfect and 
finished, ''with the latest im^ 
provements." 



Step — Steward. 
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"Denver." 

*' Yes, sir, 3rou'rc right, Denver. Now, 
there's a booming city — regular stem' 
wiruUr. Ever been to Denver?" 

''Yes, siree. Denver is a pretty slick 
sort of a place. Didn't stay there long, 
€tLV'-~Am€rica» Newspa/tr, 

Step down and step ont 1 (Ame- 
rican), an intimation to cease, 
or a hint that a man has the 
worst of it. 

Step it, to (common), to nmawsj. 

Mr. Curtis slipped into his pockets nine 
silver knives, and some dessert spoons and 
forks, and then we regret to say he sUPPed 
it^ but he did so like a gentleman. — Daily 
TtUgraph. 

The last dull rays of the rushlight were 
gleaming, 
Poor Snip and his wife, just as usual, 
were tight : 
That the landlord would seize they had 
long been a-dreaming, 
So they made up their minds to just iUp 
it that night. 

—Frtd. Perry: Ballad, 

Stepper (prison), the treadmilL 

Stepping it (army), desertion. 
When a soldier absents himself 
with no intention of retoming, 
he is said to have iUpped U hj 
his comrades. 

Stepping ken, a dance-house. 
English, but now more nsed in 
America, where the dance-honse 
is much commoner than in Eng- 
land. It is a dancing-hall fre- 
quented bj sailors, and the 
lowest classes of men and wo- 
men of all kinds. The shameless 
debauchery practised in these 
places is of the most ouM 
description. 



Stereo (printers), any one relating 
stale news to his companions, 
would be told it was ttereo, i.e,, 
already " cast." Vide Gbobgb 

HOBNB. 

Steven (thieves), money. Vide 
Steveb. 

I rather fancies that it's news, 
How in a mill, both men should lose ; 
For vere the odds are thus made even. 
It plays the dickens with the steoem, 
— Ainswcrth: Rooktv^atL 

Stever (popular), a penny; Dutch, 
ttuiver, English stiver. 

But now I've grown to man's estate, for 

work I've never cared, 
I've " prossed " my meals from off my pals, 

ofttimes I've badly fared ; 
Last night I had a single brown, a faggot 

thought I'd buy, 
I dropped the x/revrdown the sink, and 

then said with a sigh, 
" I can't get at it." 

— Cainach Press Broadside. 

Stew (old), not wholly obsolete, 
for a brothel ; a f<«io-holder, the 
keeper of a house of ill -fame. 
The name of 8tev> originated 
from such establishments being 
generally held in conjunction 
with places where hot baths 
were kept, and where the men 
who frequented them, if afraid 
of infection, might resort to 
the hot bath and induce copioos 
perspiration, by way of possible 
purification. A prostitute was 
often called a tUw^ in the seven- 
teenth century. 

Steward (American cadet), the 
doctor at West Point, United 
States Military Academy. 
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Siick — Sticks. 



Stick (general and American), 
an inefficient person. 

If you've ^t any sticks working in this 
office I want them discharged lit once. I 
can't allow any but first -class men in thb 
department— CAxicA^tf Trihune. 

An awkward and uninte- 
resting actor is often called a 
itxck. (Thieves), a crowbar. 
Burglars that "work with the 
ttiek*' are looked down upon 
by those that " work with the 
'screws.'" 

"What tools will you want?" "We 
shall want some twirls and the stick.'''— 
Hartley : Jottings from JaiL 

(Silver trade, Ac.), ttick, lot 
candlestick, also a candle. 

Sticker (popular), a batcher or 
slaughterer. 

Sporting with feelings, 'tis too bad. 
Although a butcher's boy, 

For stickers may be made to smart 
With love's cruel alloy. 

—W. B. : Sportinz witk Young Kill 
Bulls Heart. 

Stick-hopper (sport), hurdle- 
racer. 

First Fiddler is being tanght hurdle- 
jumping at Richmond, where they are re- 
ported to have two or three very promising 
stick-kop^trs. —Evening News. 

Sticking (theatrical), or "dead 
stick," when all concerned get 
muddled. 

Stick in, to (cricket), or to keep 
up one's wicket, is to avoid 
getting out by careful play 
without attempting to make 
runs. 



Stick it np, to (popular), to put 
a charge down to any account, 
to score. 

Tl&e old man has died and left in his will 
That all is for me so I'll pay every bill. 
Though some stick it «/, now I'll pay 

money down. 
And ride in my carriage all over the town. 
—CkmrUs Skeanl: I'm a MilU^nmire. 

Sticks (common), furniture. 

To the individual whose average earn- 
ings are perhaps half-a-crown a day, for- 
nished lodgings are of cotirse out of the 
question, and so none will permit him to 
occupy a room in a private house, anles 
he has at least a few sticks by way of 
security for the payment of a week's rent. 
— /. Greenwood: Tag^ Rag, &• Co. 

To tide over till then is a work of some 
difficulty, but the sticks and the " ward- 
robe " of the family have paid the rent op 
to now.— George R. Sim* : How tk€ Popr 
Live. 

A poor woman owed zzs. 3d. for rent. 
A broker distrained on her goods. They 
were sold at auction for £%, zs. 9d., the 
expenses amounting to £2^ 4s. Among 
other items zos. had been charged far 
advertising her miserable sticks. — Dedfy 
Teltgrapk. 

(Printers), another slang term 
for bad or hard printing rollers. 
(Racing), hurdles. 

Some little time back Trap was smart 
over sticks^ but now, I fear, he is no flyer ; 
and of the others, Lowestoft, if he can 
jump, might have to be reckoned with, 
while both Never and Windsor did better 
at Croydon than is imagined. — Eveuimg 
Hews. 

(Cricket), the stumps. 

Every ball on the sticks^ 
And the wicket playing vilely op to aU 
kmds of tricks. 

—Birdo' Fretdom. 



(Old cant), pistols. 



Sticks— Stiff. 
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Sticks and stones (popular), one's 
ttickt and sUmet are one's house- 
hold goods and possessions, equi- 
valent to Lares and Penates. 

Stick, to cnt one's. Vide Cut 
One's Stick. 

"That lad," said he to the sergeant, 
when the lad had gone out, *'that lad's 
apprentice to a cu«>tomer of mine. I stip- 
pose he's cu this stick," — TAe Gaol Cradle, 

Stick, to stick, to be stuck. This 
word, in the sense of to cheat, 
to be taken in, or as signifying 
loss, is English, but like many 
slang terms it has been very 
much extended and developed 
in the United States. Thus any 
and every kind of miscalculation, 
or error, or mistake, involves or 
results in being tixick^ or in a 
tiick. A man left with a certain 
number of unsaleable articles is 
ziuck to that amount, and so on. 
There is a story of a country 
fellow, who, having gone into 
an auction, was told after it 
was over that he must })ay for 
an immense quantity of goods 
which he had purchased. 
"Why, I didn't buy no goods," 
he replied. " Yes, you did," 
replied the auctioneer. " Every 
time I winked to you, you 
nodded again, and that was a 
bid." •♦ 'Twan't no bid," cried 
the countryman. "You kep a 
winkin' at me, as much as to 
say, * Yes, you see how I'm goin' 
to tiick somebody this time,' 
and I nodded back, meanin' 'I'm 
darned if you don't, mister.'" 
(Popular and thieves), to tiidk 
up, to deceive, cheat, disappoint 
VOL. n. 



Now don't stick me up (disappoint); 

meet me at six to-night.— /^<^rTi>r • Jot' 
tings /ram Jail, 

(Australian), to rob, to en- 
trap, to take violent possession 
of. To Miiek up literally sig- 
nifies to stop. "Stop," in the 
days of highwaymen in England, 
had a similarly disagreeable con- 
notation. Australians talk of a 
bank being stuck up, ue,, rob- 
bed, of being stuck up by bush- 
rangers, &c. 

Why, they stucJk it/ Wilson's Station 
there, and murdered the man and woman 
in the kitchen ; they then planted insid* 
the house, and waited until Wilson came 
home at night with his stockman. Then 
they rushed out, and knocked old Wilson 
on the head, and drove a spear through 
the man's side. — A. C. Grant: SuskLifit. 
in Queensland. . \ 

A man talks of being stueh up 
when he does not see how to 
score at billiards, when he is 
puzzled for an answer, in fact, 
when he cannot get on in any 
matter. 

Sticky-fingered (popular), thiev- 
ish or covetous. The metaphor 
is obvious. In French cant 
poisser (to make sticky, clam), 
signifies to steal; poisseur or 
poisse, a thief. 

'* You're as sticky-Jlnj^ered as a Scotch- 
man." 

" Why a Scotchman in particular?" 
** Because he keeps the Sahbath, and 
everything else he can lay hands on." 

A dialogue heard after the 
joke came out in Punch, 

Stifif (general), paper of any kind, 
so called from its stiffness; a 
promissory note, nsed in oon- 

IT 
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tra«t with ** hard," which signi- 
fies cash, or hard money. To 
do a '* bit of itiff'* is to accept 
or endorse a bill. 

Could not otherwise obtain hi« share of 
the plunder than by takin;; paper from 
P., ie , «///f, in the form " I promise to 
pay."— /*!• Bee: A Living Fictun ^ 
London, 

(American turf), explained by 
quotation. 

" >\'hat do they mean by a st\ff in the 
race?" 

*' That meant cenerally a horse that on 
public form should win the race, and that 
either the jockey, trainer, or horse has 
been ' fixed ' so that he will not win. I 
have heard the term 'bookmaker's stiff* 
used, and it mean^ about the same thing* 
and is played at the expense of the public 
and in the interest of the bookmakers."— 
St. Louis Re^ublicaK, 

(Popular and thieves), a letter, 
a secret or clandestine com- 
munication between a prisoner 
and his friends outside, or 
between one and another. It 
is written on a sheet torn out 
of a library book, or on whitey- 
brown, with a scrap of pencil 
picked up and cautiously se- 
creted, or a piece provided by 
an oflicer in connivance. 

*' You've got a ' new chum ' in your 
party?" 

" Yes ; lie's got a fiver. He is a draper, 
from Leicester. He says you used to be 
his lawyer." 

" Ask him to write me particulars of his 
case." 

** Oh, yes ; Ml swag it in. I have a 
piece of 'cedar' which I'll lend him to 
write the stiff" — Evening News. 

(Popular), a 9t\ff, a corpse. 

I've been terribly scared myself. I re- 
collect one night, something like this, I 



had gone oat about eleveo o'dock to gM 
the stiff oi a man who had diad of ooa- 
vuapuosi.—CMe Dtm^ctmt. 

Stiff-fencer (streets), a street seller 
of notepaper. VHt Stjft. 

Stiff for (sporting Australian), cer- 
tain for. The metaphor here is 
something that cannot be di- 
yerted (or averted). After the 
Melbourne Derby and Cup of 
1880, Grand Flaneur was oon* 
sidered ttif for erery race for 
which he was entered. 

Stiff on (taUors). Vide DXAD- 

HOBSB. 

Stiff 'un (popnlarX a corpse. 
(Turf), a horse certain not to 

run. 

The shilling you sent me, dearest mother. 
Has caused yonr boy some weeks of 
mental pain, 
I backed a stiff 'um with it, dearest mother, 
You shall have it when the Gee-gees ran 
again. 

—tVkm tke Gf-gee» nm Agmim. 

The latter, seeing how seasitive the 
market is nowadays, and how ioclinod 
racing men are to follow what is dooe bj 
layers who have the reputation of Uvioc 
out of stiff '$ms, kept his place in a way 
that can only be r^arded as auracnlovi. 
•^Re/erte. 

There are two bookmakecs 
in Melboame nicknamed "the 
Undertakers,*' because of their 
fondness for laying against ttif 
^unt, which, in this case, means 
horses that are certain not to 
run. 

Stilting (thieves), synonymons 
with " high flying/' explained 
by quotation. 
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" Don't say another word." said he : 
"am I anything in the police, indeed I 
You are a nice sott of chap to try your 
hand at stilting! " (first-class pocket-pick- 
ing). " Why, what d'yer mean by it T 
How lontf have you been about?" — 7'A# 
Little Ragamuffins. 

Stilton (common), that's the SiyL- 
ton, a rendering of " that's the 
cheese." 

Stinger (common), a hard blow. 

Stingo (popular), strong ale. 

... to prove his trust in native stingo, 
quaffed off a 6agon of it. — Daily TtU- 
graph. 

Stink cupt>oard» a cupboard in 
a chemical laboratory through 
which a strong upward draught 
passes, and into which any evil- 
smelling and noxious prepara- 
tion is pLiced during the pro- 
cess of its manufacture. 

Stinkious, gin ; a word in use in 
the early part of the eighteenth 
century. 

Stinks (schools, &c.), chemistry, 
a lecturer on physical science, 
especially chemistry. When a 
man took his degree in natural 
science, he used to be said at 
Cambridge to '*go out in a<»iU;<." 

Stinky (army), a farrier or shoe- 
ing smith. Query so called from 
the unpleasant smell^of burning 
hoof, &c., so often accompany- 
ing the fitting of new shoes to a 
horse. 

Stir (thieves), prison. Abbrevia- 
tion of '*8turiben*' (which see). 



Stiver (American), to run away, 
be off rapidly. Dutch «<uitwn, 
to fly, rush away. 

Stock actor (theatrical), an 
artuite who is a regular member 
of a stock company. 

Stock cards, to (cardsharpers), 
to arrange cards for cheating 
purposes. 

Stock, long of, explained by 
quotation. 

Long of stock is an American term for a 
holder of sec\irities who anticipates abilit j 
to sell at a higher price than thit at which 
he purchased. — St, Jamtss Gazitte. 

Stodge (Charterhouse), the in- 
side of a roll or the crumb 
of new bread. (Popular and 
thieves), food. Siodgt is pro- 
vincial for soft food, pottage, 
&c., of any kind. From ttodge, 
thick, slimy mud. 

Stodger (common), a great eater, 
gormandiser. (Charterhouse), 
a penny bun. 

Stodge, to (common), to gorge 
oneself with food. * 

Stolen ken (old cant), a broker's 
shop. 

Stomp drawers (old cant), 
stockings. 

Stone broke or stoney (general), 
term in very common use among 
men in the fashionable world 
to express that they are in 
extreme financial difficulties and 
on the verge of bankruptcy, 
if not already bankmpta. The 
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term is perhaps derived from 
"stone-breaking/* in that the 
solid mass of rock, broken np 
into small fragments, and only 
useful for mending roads with, 
is a decided come-down for 
a granite rock. Or it is an 
allusion to "rock" or "bed 
rock " dollar, last dollar. Origin- 
ally American. The term is now 
in general use. The writer heard 
it from the lips of itinerants, &c. 

At your mute call the people flock, 
The banker for his pounds pawns stock ; 
The widow for the mite pawns frock ; 
The milkmaid sweet, she pawns a crock ; 
All stotuy broke — with not a *' rock," 
Ye three brass balls. 

— Ditroit Fret Press, 

We shall see scores of punters who went 
stoney over Manchester working away at 
Croydon this afternoon. — Evemng News. 

Stone-jug, the, originallj New- 
gate Prison. Now any prison. 

In a box of the stotu-jug I was bom. 
— Ainswortk : Jerry Juniper's Chemt. 

'*The elders of the Eirk in 
Glasgow used of old to go out 
of church and make a sweep 
round for absentees and idlers, 
who on Monday were placed in 
the stocks or pillory, which 
being called (from the Latin 
iuguniy a yoke), the jougif the 
treatment was styled ' clapping 
them in the jougs^* hence stone 
jougi ot jug. Parish jugi in 
Scotland consisted of an iron 
collar fastened by a chain and 
padlock to one of the entrance 
piers of the churchyard gate. 
This was the iron jug, and a 
prison in which the offender 
is confined bodily becomes, by 



an easy association of ideas, 
the Hone-jvg," ** It is remark- 
able that the nse of the phrase 
ttone-jug for prison', finds a 
parallel in Greek. The Scho- 
liast on the niad, on the word 
Eeramos, gives the meaning, 
a prison, as a Cyprian usage" 
{Notei and Queries). Grose calls 
it a " stone doublet." 

Stone-fence (common), brandy 
and ale. A yariation of " breaky 
leg.** 

Stook (thieves), pocket-handker- 
chief. Probably Yiddish, from 
the German t^uri:, a piece. Stook- 
hauler, a pickpocket who steals 
pocket-handkerchiefs. 

Stoop, the (old cant), the pillory. 

Stop, on the (thieves), explained 
by quotation. 

You have heard of working cm the stop, 
most likely, whidi means picking pockets 
when the party is standing still. — Teti^tt 
Bar. 

Stop-lay. Two or more well- 
dressed pickpockets promenade 
singly, until they select a person 
that will answer their purpose. 
One then inquires of him the 
direction to a place somewhat 
distant. On being told, he pre- 
tends not to understand his 
informant, who, becoming inte- 
rested in his desire to be ex- 
plicit, draws closer to the in- 
quirer. At this instant one or 
both the others walk up, and in 
an instant the obliging man is 
relieved of a part of his property 
This is called the iUp4ay. 
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Stormen (society), a hot member 
of society, a man who is ex- 
tremely proficient at anything, 
a lady who is &8t and peculiar 
in ways and language ; the 
origin of the word is a storm 
which bears down everything 
before it. 

Stotor (old cant), a heavy blow ; 
Dutch tUxU, a blow, thrust, or 
push. "Het schip stiet op en 
onder sohip "— '* The ship fell 
foul upon another ship." 

Stouts (Stock Exchange), Arthur 
Guinness, Son & Ca Shares. 

Stove-pipe (popular), a silk hat. 
French "tuyau de poele.' 



f> 



Stow, to (thieves), to live. 

Yoa may have a crib to sicw in. 
Welcome, my pal, as the flowers in May. 
—IK. Ma£iM : Vidccq's Siang Song. 

(Popular), stop, cease. 

* Stow that gammon," interposed the 
robber. — Dickon* : OUver Twist. 

Stow it, Emma . . . It's only a lark . . . 
Lark or linnet, you stow it, or I shall have 
to show you dowDStairSk— /. Grtemwood: 
Low-Lift Ditps. 

Stow that kid, stop that non« 
sense, humbug. 

I am a Devonshire clergyman's daughter, 
and just left my home with an officer— 
oh, stow that kid. Here's half a dollar, 
which is precious near the last— ^S^^ffMy^ 
Timss. 

To tU>w, not to talk about. 

You maunders all stow what you stall, 
To mm coves what so quire. 
— J'Mjf .* Clear Out, Look Sharp, 

Stow magging,^ ttow your 



whids, ttow your gab, hold your 
tongue. 

" Oh I stow your gab, now, old 'un, do ; 

Oh ! stow your gab," said she ; 
" And, though it's nowt to do wi' you, 

I'll tell what's ailin' me." 

'-Scraps. 

(Nautical), to 9tow one's jaw- 
ing tackle, to hold one's tongue. 

But 'tain't for a British seaman to brag* 
so I'll just st4fw my jawin' tackle and be* 
\ay.^^i/&ert : Ruddigorg, 

** To itow comes from old Eng- 
lish tiewent to restrain; akin 
to stay, stop, stand. Compare 
Shetkuid sUno t hush 1 silence I " 
(A. Smythe Palmer). 

Straddle, spread (American), a 
Stock Exchange term for " op- 
tions." This term is also used 
in England. 

The well-understood operation of put 
and call b in danger of being henceforth 
known as straddle or spread. — St. James's 
Gazette. 

Straddle, to (American). When 
a candidate for office, "or any 
other man," in America does 
not take sides distinctly with 
one party or the other, he is 
said to be " on the fence," or to 
ttraddle it. 

Their view of the message is that the 
President has convictions on the subject, 
but lacks the courage to give expression 
to them in a fighting way ; so he straddled. 
^Chicago Tribune. 

Straight (American). In the 
United States a straight drink 
means one of unmixed spirits, 
e.g., whisky straight, is the same 
as neat. But Mr. Hotten Is 
quite wrong in saying that it is 
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peculiar to clram-drinkera. It 
is used in many strange ways. 
Thu<<, if cigars are labelledt 
" Ten cents apiece, straight,** it 
means that no deduction will 
be made for buying a number 
of them. To vote the itr*iighi 
ticket at an election is to do so 
without scratching, that is to 
say, without taking off the name 
of any candidate and substi- 
tuting another. 

In ini/.as.ves mixtures are relatively 
cheaper than straifht goods. — AVw York 
Price Current. 

But refu<iin(; to t.ike e'en a moment of rest, 

He exccctiingly rapidly fell, 
By dint of dispo<>ing of gla^ after glas-s 

Into that Bacchanalian state. 
Into which you will almost be certain to 
paM 
If you go in for taking Scotch straight. 
— Bird o' Freedom. 

Straighten the screw, to (thieves), 
to bribe the jailer. 

I've knowed what it was to go starvin* 
on skilly and toke for a month, and then 
'ave a cold mutfbn chop, as was sent in by 
a pal as 'ad straightened the screw, shoved 
in throui;h my trap. — Sorting Times. 

Straight griffin, the (popular), 
♦•the straight tip," or hint. 

The Old Temple Bar was to London a cu»s, 
But I think the new griffin's a jolly sight 

worse, 
Our sage city-fathers grandmothers appear 
To raise such a griflS". at which people jeer. 
Now here's the straight griffin — it won't 

long be here. 

— Ballad : Oh lor, ok lor, oh dear. 

In explanation of this verse it 
may be .said that Old Temple 
Bar was removed because it 
was considered ugly by all who 



regard everything ugly which 
is not brand-new, bat chiefly 
t)ecause it waa in the way. A 
monument, representing a ^fm^ 
was raised on its site, to com- 
memorate itr— which monument 
is quite as much in the way aa 
'*the Bar" ever was, and, in 
the opinion of everybody, except 
perhaps its mannfactnrer, twice 
as ugly. 

Straight racket, on the (thieves), 
leading an honest life. 

Plenty of cases might be cited where 
wrong 'uns who were wanted went to a 
chief of police, demaiyded truce on promise 
of amendment, and most scrupaloasly ob- 
served the conditions of the treaty. " Wm 
you leave me alone if I take #w the strmigkt 
racket f " is a question often answered in 
the aiErmative. — Rtfertt. 

Straight tip (racing), sfiwt^Al is 
probably only a slang form of 
' ' right." Latin and Greek have 
each a word meaning both 
straight and correeL StraiglU tip 
originally meant correct in- 
formation as to what horse 
would win a race, but is nsed 
slangily for "good advice" or 
*' correct information about any- 
thing." 

He was a real good fellow, and would 
give them the straight tip.^A. C, Grmmt: 
Busk Life in Australuu 

Strain your taters, to (common), 
to urinate. The play is on kid- 
neg potatoes. Also *' to scatter." 

Strap (popular), credit at a pub- 
lic-house or other place where 
drink is retailed. The woid is 
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common among small dealers, 
but has not yet extended to the 
classes immediately above them. 

I was once told by a brassfounder that 
out of thirty-six men in the factory where 
he was employed no fewer than thirt3'-two 
were on the books of a public-house to 
which the men regularly resorted, as there 
they could get x/ra/, i,e.t credit — Daily 

I've tried to get fried fish on strap^ 

But found it was no use. 
For when I said she was a duck, 
She said I was a goose. 

— r. W. Barren : Bhw Me up 
an AppU'Tree. 

Strap is a Yorkshire term. 
The idea is probably that of 
a man in debt, metaphorically 
bound by a ttrap or tightening 
his belt as if hungry. The 
French use the term serr4 
for needy. (American), hard 
strapped^ in great trouble, much 
distressed for money. Viiit 
Black-Strap. 

Strawer (public schools), straw 
hat. 

Strawing (streets), "'selling' 
straws in the streets for a penny 
and 'giving' the purchaser a 
paper (indecent or political), or 
a gold ring ; neither of which, 
the patterer states, he is allowed 
by Act of Parliament to sell" 
(Hotten). 

Straw, in the, to describe a 
woman in childbed. "Halli- 
well and Wright give the ex- 
pression as an archaism, but 
without instances of its nse. 
It is not found in the older 
phraseological dictionary. Hot- 



ten derives it from the uses of 
the farmyard, Webster from 
the supposed practice of making 
beds of straw. The more pro- 
bable derivation is that given 
from the practice of laying 
down straw before a house in 
which a lady is confined. I 
believed that the expression 
was only applied to persons of 
condition. I am reminded of a 
characteristic witticism uttered 
by a celebrated judge, many 
years ago, in connection with 
this practice. He was on cir- 
cuit, and going 'in state' with 
the high sheriff to the court- 
house, the street in front and 
round the court was found 
covered with straw. Some 
curiosity was expressed by the 
sheriff to know why this was 
dona The learned judge said 
he supposed it was on account 
of the gaol delivery " (G. B. B., 
NoUt and Queries), 

Streaked, streaky. Bartlett gives 
this as American : "To feel 
streaked, is to feel confused, 
alarmed;'' Hptten as English 
slang for irritated or ill-tem- 
pered, and derives it from its 
being '* said of a short-tempered 
man who has his good or bad 
times in streaks." The Dutch 
say, *' Daar loopt met hem een 
stredc door," f.e., a sireak runs 
through him, which Sewell 
translates as, "He has a weak 
place in his head." 

Streaks, to make (American), to 
decamp ; also "make tracks.*' 
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Street ganger 
beggar. 



(thieves), a 



Street pitchers (popular), any of 
the class of people who make a 
"pitch " or stand in the streets 
to sell articles or give an enter- 
tainment or performance of 
some kind. 

Stretch (thieves), a year. Com- 
pare with *' length" (six months' 
imprisonment). 

I did not fall again for a stretch. This 
time I got two moon for assaulting the 
rcelers when canon. — Jion/ejr : Jottings 
Jrom Jail. 

"All right, Sam." "How much, Toby?" 
"Three stretch" by which the sympathetic 
Sam knows his friend means " three years." 
"^rteKwood: UmUr-currents qf London 
Life. 

One of them called out, "We may get 
a stretch (twelve months) for it," and an- 
other replied, " No, we can't, for loiter- 
ing." One then called out, '* We may get 
'a drag ' (three months), after the remand." 
— Daily Telegraph, 

(University) a walk. 
Stretched (thieves), hanged. 

The night before Larry was stretchtd^ 
The boys they all paid him a vistL 

— Death o/ Socrates. 

Stretcher (common), a falsehood. 

Stretcher fencer (streets), a street 
seller of braces. 

Stretch-hemp (common), a candi- 
date for the gallows. 

Stretching match (thieves), an 
execution by hanging. 

A long, an audible breath of relief passes 
like a wave orer the crowd. Th^ look at 



one another. After all, Billy would be 
•ared his stretching mmtck, and the girl 
vould die game. — Senags London. 

Strides (theatrical), trousers. 

Strike, to (old cant), to steal 
money. 

The cutring a pocket, or pickiog a purse, 
is called striking. — Greene : Arto/Comeym 
catching. 

(American), to borrow or ex- 
tort money. From provincial 
to strike, to tap a barreL Com- 
pare with French slang taper. 

I may strike yoa for $io next week. — 
Thejud^e. 

Strike a bright, to (popular), to 
have a piece of goo^ fortune. 

Strike a jigger (thieves), to break 
open a door, or pick a lock. 

Strike a light (popular), to open 
an account of the minor sort, 
generally applied to ale-house 
scores. This is said to have 
originate with printers. 

Strike it rich, to (American), to 
find a rich vein. 

To increase the unfounded enmity 
against the boy-miner, and give it sudi 
basis as envy would rate enough, he found 
a vein, struck it rich, as the saying goes. 
-^ff. L. Williams: Buffalo BiU. 

Strike me blind (nautical), rice. 

Strike me lucky I (popular), an 
exclamation used when conclud- 
ing a bai^gain; from the old 
custom of striking hands and 
leaving a luck or earnest coin 
In that of the seller, formerly 
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termed God's penny. In France^ 
when letting apartments or a 
hoase, it is customary to g^ve 
the concierge a silver or gold 
coin as denier d Dieu, 

Strike oil, to, to come upon, dis- 
cover oil. Hence to be very 
lucky, to hit upon a fortune. 
A metaphor borrowed from an 
American phrase. 

Dr. Stanford has undoubtedly struck oil 
with this novel adaptation of our national 
melodies. — LcfuUm Figaro, 

Strikers (American), persons who 
in politics and elections simply 
aim at personal profit. 

My dear boy, you do not understand 
these matters yet. The mugwumps do 
not form a party or nominate a ticket. 
They sit in judgment on the other fellowik 
They are not political striktrt. lliey are 
political kickers. They want no offices 
for themselves, but they demand the best 
services for the State. — Boston Herald. 

Stringer (cricket), a very hard 
ball to play, one that puzzles 
the batsman. Possibly alluding 
to a ball that comes in direct on 
the stringed handle of the bat, 
consequently one hard to play. 

String, to (printers), to mislead, 
or put one on the wrong scent ; 
to hoax a person would be to 
string him, t.f., to lead him. 
(Provincial), to get in a string, 
to deceive. (Billiards), players 
string at the commencement of 
the game for choice of balls and 
option of breaking, by playing 
both together from the two 
comer spots in the D. They 
play to hit the top cnshioOy 



and rebound back into baulk. 
The winner is he who gets his 
ball nearest to the bottom 
cushion when the balls have 
come to a rest. To string is 
therefore to play up and down 
the table, literally to put on a 
line (as to «^rtfi^ beads). A com- 
mon expression in America is 
" to get in a string" applied to 
any kind of fortunate series. 
The French have the slang term 
"se faire enfiler" (literally to 
get strxmg or stringed), mean- 
ing to have an unlucky series 
at cards, hence to lose much 
money. 

Strippers (gambling cheats), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

Stripptrs were also great favourites— 
that is to say, packs in which the high 
cards were a little wider than the rest, 
and cut slightly wedge shape, so that they 
could be drawn out at wilL — Star, 

Struck aU of a heap (popular), 
astounded. 

For a second he stood struck all qf a 
ktap^ as he explained to his wife afters 
wards. Then he burst into a roar of 
laughter. — G*orgt R, Sims : Tke Doll's 
Secret. 

Strummel (cant), straw. Gypsy 
strammdi 

The bantling's bom ; the doxy's in the 
strummel^ laid by an autumn (autem) 
mort of their ovm crew that served for 
midwife. — Broome : Jovial Crew. 

Hair, called also " thatch.'* 

With my strummel faked in the newest 
twig. 

— Aituworth: RookwootL 

Strummel or strummel laker 
(cant), a hairdresser, barber. 
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Stubble your whids (thioTes), 
hold your tongne. 

StuhhU your wkidst 
You wants to trick I. 

Lend you my quids T 
Not one, by Dickey. 

—Lytton: Paul Clifford, 

Stuck, to be (popnlar), to be 
moneyless. Vide Stick, to 
Stick. (American), to be at a 
disadvantage, to lose in trade, 
to lose by miscalcnlation. 

"We're the only Eastern folks in the 
Yonkville Stock, unless Mr. Sloper will 
Cake a few shares — and, of course, any 
body else may be stuck, atnd be darned." — 
Mac€ Slower, by C. G. Lelaud: Knicker* 
hoclur Ma^atinf, March 1856 (cited by J. 
R. Bartlett). 

Studding (Winchester College), 
explained by quotation. 

StuckltHf was a kind of flat pastry made 
of chopped apples and currants. And the 
speciality of it was that the apples must be 
that year's apples. They used to be sent 
up from Devonshire or Cornwall, and some- 
times were with diflficulty obtained. — T. A. 
Trollcpt: H'kat I Remember. 

Stuck on tt (American), fond of, 
addicted to. To get ttMck on a 
girl, to fall in love with her. 

Spring's the best time to buy stock. 
Tom 'em on to your range when the grass 
it green, and there's plenty of it ; they get 
stuck on it then, and stop there — you 
don't hare no trouble locating them. — F. 
Francis : Saddle and Moccasin, 

Stuff (American), a ttuff^ a weak, 
worthless person, one without 
energy. In low slang used for 
an honest, respectable citizen. 
(Common), money. 

Has she got the stuffs Is she richf— 
ShtfidmH: Tkt RivaU. 



(Prison), tobacco. 

When was I at the steel? Had I got 
any stufff That screw was all right. He 
would sling some stuff for a quid. — Even- 
img Nevus, 

Stuff-s^ownsman (legal), a jonior 
or barrister nnder the degree of 
Queen's Counsel is so called. 

Stug^gy (publio schools), thick* 
set. 

Stumer (London slang), a ficti- 
tious or dishonoured cheque. 
From German ttuwmty ttumau, 
dumb, in imitation of the Eng- 
lish "dummy," meaning both 
" dumb " and " sham." 

My collection of writs, pawn-tickets^ 
unreceipted bills, stumers^ letters from 
tarts, unpublished operas, and correspond- 
ence. — Spotiing Timts. 

Stump (old cant), strength. 

Now my kinching-cove is gone, 
By the rum-pad maundette none ; 
Quarrons both for stum^ and bone, 
Like any clapperdogeon. 

—The Rum-Moris' Song. 

Stumped (common), defeated in 
argument, nonplussed, puzzled, 
confused. Literally bowled out. 

To be all " abroad," to be stum/ed, not to 
know where 
To go, so disgraced as not to be ^ placed,'* 
Or, as Crocky would say to Jem Bland, 
"to be nowhere." 

—Inzoldsby Legends, 

Also bankrupt, in poverty. 
Stumper (cricket), wicket-keeper. 

Since then he has enjoyed the reputa- 
tion of being one of the finest stumpers 
that England has ever produced. "Sports' 
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Stump, on the (common), or to 
ttumpt to go about speech- 
making on politics or other sub- 
ject. Originallj American, al- 
luding to an orator who har- 
angues the populace from the 
ttump of a tree or other eleva- 
tion. 

The temptation, in short, would be far too 
severe, and would, too, so often pre- 
vail. 

That members, as 'tis far too much on the 
stump ^ would be always henceforth 
on "the rail." 

— LandoH Figaro, 

Stumps (common), the legs, 
synonymous with "pins." 

Sec — see— the fine fellow grows weak on 
the stumps.— Lytton : Paul Clifford, 

"Shove on more coke!" yelled the 
engine-driver. "Shovel it up, shovel it 
up, you butter-fingered bungler ! Move 
your stumfiSf I say, or I'll help yon 1 " and 
he did, wiih a heavy boot. — C. H. Rou: 
The Husbands Boat. 

Stump-spouter (Canadian), an 
itinerant "orator." 

They were downright Tories— thought 
most things would grow better and stronger 
in the long run for being let alone a bit. 
If a constitution was to grow up strong, it 
didn't want forcing with a lot of stump- 
spouter^s rubbish, an9 so on, and to on.— 
Phiilipps- Wolley : TrotHngs ^a TemUr- 
foot. 

Stump, to (common) to defeat, 
literallj bowl out. 

He was determined, he said, to stump 
the exammers.— C. B^: Vtrdant Crun. 

(Popular), to^paj, or Mtwmp 
up. 

Why don't you ask. yoor old govenior 
to stump up f—Sketchts by Bog, 



Only a pound I it's only the price 
Of hearing a concert once or twice, 

But common prudence would bid yoa 
stump it. 

—Hood: TaU of a Trumpet. 

Why didn't he stump up the ochre? 
— Punch. 

Also to ^ump the pewter. For 
derivation vide Stumpy. 

Stumpy (popular), cash, coin* 
money. 

Reduced to despair, they ransomed 
themselves . . . till they was reg'larly 
done over and forked the stumfy.^' 
Sketches by Boz. 

Down with the stumpy; a ti«xy for a 
pot of half-and-half.— C. Kingsley: Alton 
Locke. 

Stumpy is that which is paid 
on a ttumpt synonymous with 
"paid on the nail." "In the 
centre of Limerick Exchange," 
says O'Keef e, " is a pillar with 
a circular plate'^of copper about 
three feet in diameter, called the 
naiL On this metal desk the 
earnest of all Stock Exchange 
bargains has to be paid." A 
similar custom prevailed at 
Bristol, where were four pillars 
called nailt in front of the 
Exchange for a similar purpose. 

Stunner (common), splendid, ex- 
cellent, quite out of the way ; 
applied to a person or thing. 

Who's the buyer of coat? Here's a 
stunner for three-and-six, ' half-a -crown, 
two bob, anything.—/. Greenwood: Low 
Life Deeps, 

(Popular), a snrpriser. 

A six-and-thirty tonner 

Not inaptly called a stunner^ 

And known as the Woolwich InAuit - 
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Stunning (common), astonishing, 
excellent. 

Yoa were justly reprored. The wxird 
stuHMtti£ U decidedly sUng. — Htnughold 

She certainly was a shmmng girL— 
Punch, 

Stan ont of the regnUmi (thieyes), 
to ttun a man out of his regulars, 
is to cheat him out of his rights, 
deprive him of his share in the 
plunder. 

Storiben (thieves). In America 
tturbin. In England any prison, 
in America the State-prison. 
The common canting stir or 
$iur is an abbreviation of this. 
It is a pure gypsy word, from 
the root ttar-ava. Correctly 
ataripen in gypsy. Stardo in 
gypsy means " imprisoned." 

My mush is lelled to sturihetty 
To sturihtttt to sturihon^ 
My mush is lelled to sturibon^ 
To the tan where mandy jins. 

Sub (popular), to do a tub is to 
borrow money, probably an 
abbreviation of subtraction. 
Also a small advance of pay in 
this sense from subsidy or sub- 
sistence. (Anglo-Indian), alL 

Suck (common), a swindle. (Uni- 
versity), a parasite. (Old cant), 
beer, a breast-pocket. 

Suck-casa (costermongers and 
itinerants), a public-house. 

Suck t%g (popular), a silly person. 
" Go along, you 9uck egg,^' 



Sucker (American), a greenhorn, 
a gullible person, a dope. A 
term much used by thieves and 
gambling cheats. 

Sach men always take it for granted that 
an Englishman b a tucktr. It is as well 
to foster the belief, for the amusement of 
hearing them ingeniously unfold their mag- 
nificent schemes. — F, Francis: SmddU 
Moccasin. 



Perhaps I'd better buy land, waiting for 
a rise and a sucker, buy horses with de- 
fects, sellin' 'em for sound, buy shares of 
railroad stock, or mines, anything to beat 
some one else and get the better of them. — 
Bird o* Fresdom. 

From mcktr^ a fish which is a 
synonym for stupidity, or from 
tudb'n^, young, new to. 

My enemy are but fatc/blMtf criticks, who 
would fain be nibbling ere their teeth had 
come. — Dryden: A U for Lev*. 

I suppose you're a young barrister, a 
smckittg lawyer. — Thackeray: The New* 
ccmes. 

Also a sponger, a sycophant, 
same as English suck. A per- 
son who ing^tiates himself into 
the favour of the landlord of a 
large hotel, praises or puffs the 
establishment in the newspapers 
and makes himself agreeable to 
the guests, does odd jobs for 
his patron, and lives rent-free 
and board-free at his expense. 
The same sort of person was 
once called a sponger in Eng- 
land, and a somer in Scotland, 
though both were confined to 
private practitioners, and un- 
known to hotel-keepers. 

Sam . . . you're a nigger, but thar's 
more real white man under your black skin 
than could be found in an acre of such 
varmints as that sttcher.—Americams mi 
Heme. 
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Sack in, to (common), to cheat, 
swindle. 

I up wid a rock and I hit him on de shin, 
And dat's de way I sucked him in. 

— Nigra Song. 

Snckins^ the monkey (common). 
The phrase is used by all who 
have to do with wines, beer, 
&c., as inching the liquor (but- 
reptitioQsly) oat of a cask, or 
barrel, through a straw, or other 
thin tuba From spirits con- 
veyed in cocoa-nuts, commonly 
called monkeyi (Marryat, *'Petcnr 
Simple "). 

Suck, to (American Uniyersity), 
to make use of cribs and helps 
to translation. (Common), to 
sponge, draw information from 
a person. (Society), to tuck 
up to, to toady, flatter, make 
up to. This word has been bor- 
rowed by society from school- 
boy slang. 

Sudden death (Anglo-Indian), a 
fowl served as a spatch-cock (t.«., 
a split and grilled chicken). It 
was so called because it was 
often killed and cooked within 
half -an-hour. Budden deaths as 
food, recalls the German pro- 
verb,'* Tod ist des Lebens Bothen- 
brod." (Popular), in tossing, to 
be decided by the first call, is 
to ^otudden death, (University), 
a crumpet. Vide SOBB Lbo. 

Sndfl, In the (thieves), embar- 
rassed, nonplussed, at a loss to 
know what course to take. 

Snety Isaac (popular), a pudding 
of only duff, and without plums. 



Sugar (common), money. (Ame- 
rican), flatteiy, praise, gam- 
mon. 

Sugar-bag^ (Australian black- 
fellows), a nest of honey; also 
"chewgah bag.'* This is the 
name the blackfellows give to 
the honey-stores of the wild 
bee, of which they are inordi- 
nately fond. 

The regular sharp chop-chop of the 
tomahawk could be heard here and there 
where some of them had discovered a 
sugar-bagf or a 'possum on a tree. — A. C. 
Grant ; BtuA Lifi in Quetnsland. 

Sugar off", to (American), used 
when speaking of a large for- 
tune. 

Josh Billings comes of a wealthy family, 
Shaws of Lanesborough in Massachusetts, 
and it is estimated that hb estate would 
sugar off^ as they say in Vermont, about 
$300,000. — Harftf^s BoMoar. 

Sugar, to (rowing), pretending 
to row hard but in effect shirk- 
ing. 

Suit (thieves), a watch and seals. 

Near to these hopeful youths sat a fence, 
or receiver, bargaining with a douter, or 
pickpocket, for a ruit^ or, to speak in more 
intelligible language, a watch and seaU. 
—W. H. Ainswortk: Jack Skt^pard. 

(Popular), wiit of mourning, a 
pair of black eyes. (American). 
Whiskers or moustachios, as 
being a pair or a match, are 
often in the United States odled 
a 9iwi, Hence a head of hair 
has received the same name. 
*'A full-blown wii of whiskers 
and moustachios, with head to 
match." Very naturally derived 
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from 9uite as a series, a guH at 
cards, a tuiu of rooms, a tuit of 
cards, tuitt being frequently 
pronounced tuit, 

Sokey (servant -girls), a kettle. 
A serrant-girl is frequently 
addressed as Sukey by the lower 
classes. 

Snlky (common), a one-horse 
chaise, with only room for one 
person. Used now only in 
trotting matches. 

Snmmer s^ame (American gam- 
blers), playing merely for amuse- 
ment or benefit of another 
person, but with his money. 

Snmpsy (legal), an action of 
aziumptit. 

Sumpsy is a pet word among lawyers for 
an action of assumpsit. — Morning Advtr- 
iiur. 

Son (common), in the mn, hav- 
ing too much drink. (Naval), 
*• getting the wun over the fore- 
yard," taking a forenoon cup 
of grog at six bells, or eleven 
o'clock. 

Sunday -face (popular), the be- 
hind. 

Sunday-man (low), the lover of a 
street girl, her bully. Formerly 
a man in debt, who went out 
on Sundays only, for fear of the 
bailiffs. 

Sun dog^ (nautical), the name 
given to the phantasmic mir- 
age of a mock sun shining near 



the real sun — a phenomenon ob- 
served in some latitudes. 

Sundowner (Australian), a tramp. 

The Australian shepherd, like the tmn- 
dffwnrr, is almost a thinf of the past.— 
Tk4 Graphic. 

Vide OVEBLAND HAK. 

Sunshades (Stock Exchange), 
Sunehales Extension of the 
Buenos Ayres and Rosario Rail- 
way Company Shares. 

Super (theatrical), supers, or 
supernumeraries. In the dic- 
tionaries a supernumerary is 
described as " a person or thing 
beyond the number stated, or 
beyond what is necessary." If 
this description be accurate, 
then the word supernumerary 
is utterly inappropriate to de- 
scribe the humble but valuable 
auxiliary popularly known by 
the name of 9uper, The tuper 
is as essential to the business 
of the historical, the melodra- 
matic, or the operatic theatre 
as the actor or the vocalist. 
The tuper is the valiant soldier, 
the faithful follower, the gro- 
tesque retainer of the panto- 
mime. He it is who seizes the 
hero, and loads him with chains, 
and drags him to the deepest dun- 
geon beneath the castle moat ; 
or presently leads him to storm 
the castle, to cut off the giant's 
head, or the dragon's tail, and 
anon quaffs his health from a 
gorgeous empty goblet of papier 
mdcJU what time he comes 
crowned with triumphant lau- 
rels to rescue the lady of his 
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love, to marry her, and to live 
happy ever after. He it is who 
carries the ** wood of Birnam " 
on his shoulders to ^ high Dan- 
sinian Hill," who patiently bears 
** the blows and buffets of out- 
rageous fortune" at the hands 
of that rascal Joseph Rum- 
buster, the clown. The 8uper*» 
work begins with the rehearsal* 
and ends with the performance, 
and he keepd the wolf from the 
door (though Qod knows hoW 
he does it I) at eighteenpence or 
half -a-crown a night. Amongst 
the tuperi you will find the idle, 
the dissolute, and the drunken ; 
but amongst them you shall also 
find the modest, the gentle, the 
industrious — the broken gentle- 
man, the disbanded soldier, the 
disappointed author, the ruined 
tradesman, bearing their fallen 
fortunes with equanimity. Most 
of these poor fellows are unpre- 
tentious, uncomplaining; and 
very few are unwilling, or un- 
intelligent. Upon all important 
occasions, by special permis- 
sion, detachments from House- 
hold troops, the Grenadiers, the 
Coldstrcams, and the Guards 
officiate as iuptrs. During the 
run of Henry V,, at the Queen's 
Theatre, the actor who played 
the king had the honour of 
having amongst his body-guard 
four stalwart six-footers for his 
squires, gallant gentlemen who, 
although reduced to the ranks 
from adverse circumstances, had 
all held commissions in Her Ma- 
jesty's service, and fought in 
famous battles. 



He is only an amateur x»/#, who goes 
on in the "angry populace" scenes.— 
CretHtvcm /akes. 

At the Philadelphia Academy of Music, 
at the close of the performan^, the tu^ert 
and ballet -girls demanded their wages, 
but they were not forthconung.— ^mImi 
JoumaL 

(Thieves), vratch. 

You must know where to dispoie of a 
iu/er.—TempU Bar. 

(Thieves and popular), iuper 
and dang, watch and chain. 
Also used by itinerants, strol- 
lers, &c. &C. (Australian np- 
country), the superintendent 
of a station or run. CJolonial 
slang is addicted to abbrevia- 
tions — e.g., prof, for professor, 
comp. for compositor; and so 
uses iuper, not in its ordinary 
sense of supernumerary at a 
theatre, but in the sense of 
superintendent of a sheep or 
cattle station. 

Curly Johnson, the m^er, despised him, 
and never neglected a chance. 

To annoy and degrade the poor wretch 
who replied with not even a glance. 
— JVVw SimtA H^aUs Fa/gr. 

Super master (theatrical), the 
superintendent of the iupen at 

a theatre. 

Supers (medical), explained by 
quotation. 

Dr> Oliver Bimie's consulting-room was 
generally pretty full in the morning, aad 
always with paying patients. He had 
long since passed the tn/tr stage of the 
profession. Lest any intelligent reader 
should be unacquainted with this phase 
of medical practice* let me explain that it 
is the custom when young doctors are 
anxious to work up a reputation for being 
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fashioaable for them to enf^age a (<ew 
tnptrs^ that is, to give advice gratis to a 
few selected persons, on condition that 
they come once or twice a week and help 
to make a crowd in the waiting-room. — 
C Sims: Roguts And yofoinmd*, 

Snper-screwinsf (thieves), steal- 
ing watches. 

Snponch (old cant), a landlady. 

Supplejacks (ap-conntry Aus- 
tralian), creepers, lianas. The 
derivation is obviously from the 
toughness and pliancy of these 
lianas, which in Victoria are 
rare, bat are commoner in the 
warmer parts of Aastralia and 
New Zealand. 

Supplejacks^ cyclopean, 
Binding huge tree to tree, with strength 
of mesh 
No apic elephant could tear apart ; 
While up the bank, in their spring glory 
fresh, 
The blue lobelia with yellow heart. 
And waratah with flame<hued royal crown 
Proclaim the beauties round Australia's 
own. 

—D. B, W. Sladen: A Pott 
o/Exilts. 

Sura (Anglo-Indian), this is com- 
monly called toddy, the fer- 
mented sap of several kinds of 
palm, such as the cocoa, pal- 
myra, and wild date. Sanskrit 
f ttra, vinous liquor (Anglo-Indian 
Glossary). 

Snrat (popular), an adulterated 
article of inferior quality. From 
the mixing of cotton with twrai^ 
an inferior article. 

Surf (theatrical), a fourth or fifth- 
rate actor or musician who 



blends some other daily occupa- 
tion with his nightly employ- 
ment at the theatre. (Popular), 
Mf/, or <er/, a sycophant 

Snt (tailors), satisfactory ; said of 
anything gratifying, fortunate. 

Swab (naval), an epaulet. 
Swack-np (common), a falsehood. 

Swad (American), a crowd, a num- 
ber, a mass, or bunch. Dutch 
twadij a swath, a row of mown 
grass; 9wod (Sussex), a bushel 
basket for measuring fish; a 
tiroti of fish. 

Swadder, swaddler (old cant), a 
pedlar. 

Swaddler. In America this term 
is specially applied to men who 
are paid by pickpockets to preach 
in public places and collect a 
crowd in which they may ply 
their craft. In England any 
street-preacher. In America 
men who pick a quarrel with 
a man and at the same time 
beat and rob him. Orig^inally 
a contemptuous term for Metho- 
distsSised by Roman Catholics. 
"It happened that Cennick, 
preaching on Christmas Day, 
took for his text these words 
from St Luke's Gospel, *And 
this shall be a sign unto you; 
ye shall find the babe wrapped 
in «tra(f(22tn^-clothes, lying in a 
manger." A Catholic who was 
present, and to whom the lan- 
guage of Scripture was a no- 
velty, thought this so ridiculous 
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that he called the preacher a 
twaddler in derision (Sonthej, 
"Life of Wesley"). In old 
cant a twaddler was a pedlar. 
Hotten gives the definition "a 
Roman CSatholio who pretends 
conversion." 

Swaddy (popular), an opprobrious 
name for a soldier ; in old cant 
twadf iwadkin, Swad is a Lan- 
cashire term, thought to be from 
pe&'twad, nsed bj old writers 
for a silly fellow, a country 
bumpkin. 

Did sweare that he would kill and slay, 

I, mary, would he doe. 
If any swad besides himselfe Cure madam 
owle did wowe. 
— IVafnrr: AlHon^s Engiand, 1599. 

Again, it is possible that 
it owes its origin to the cant 
term twadder, a pedlar, alluding 
to the soldiers tramping about 
with a knapsack like a pedlar's 
pack, or to the provincial twad, 
a sword. 

Swag (old cant), a shop. 
(Costers), a large collection of 
miscellaneous goods. Hence 
fiM^-shop (also termed a ntag), 
twag-haiTOw, (Thieves), booty, 
plunder. Swag -ahop, a re- 
ceiver's place, also two^hovey. 

"It's all arranged about bringing off 
the mwsf, is itT" asked the Jew.— C. 
Dickens: Oliver Twist. 

Twas awful to hear, as she went along. 
The dark allusion, or bolder brag 
Of the dexteroQS dodge, and the lots of 
svt/ag. 

—Hood: TaU o/a Trumpet, 

" We must do it to-night, r«ss," said 
the elder, soon after dusk. "The smtm/^s 

VOL. IL 



all in jewels, and a grab'll collar the kc"— 
G, R. Sims: Roguea emd VmgmbotuU, 

A mess of sausages may apprise a re- 
manded dog-stealer, " it is all right ; the 
animal is dead, and hu body effectually 
disposed of;" "toad in the hole'* may 
convey to a suspected burglar the glad 
tidings that the hidden swag" has not at 
present been discovered.—/. Gr$emw0od: 
Undtn nr renis o/Londrnt Lift, 



Speak to the tattler, bag the 
And finely hunt the dummy. 

— C. Hindley: Li/e and Tisma ^ 
Jtumes Cainmeh. 

Swag is provincial for a 
quantity or lot, a portion of pro- 
perty. Scottish 9wag or twoAk^ 
from old German tvoeig, a flocks 
The Australian twagman, ie., tra- 
velling artisan or journeyman, 
"humps his noag,** i.«., carries 
his tools and luggage in a bundle 
on his back. 

I feel in the race of life of late, 

I've been handiciq>ped badly by careless 

fate, 
Who has put on my back a twaf. 

—KeigkleyGoodekild: Tkr9i«gk 
ike Fence. 

Also a small valise. 

I would advise anybody to take as little 
as posuble in the way of artides of toilet, 
I mean brushes, combs, ftc, as if, later 
00, he wishes to travel on horseback, he 
will find how little can be squeesed into 
a stuaf. — Comkiil Magaaitte: IVitk a 

Swagnum (Australian), a tramp, 
a travelling artisan. Swag^ 
bundle. The bond-fide travelling 
artisan is properly the two^nnan, 
but the word is often used as 
equivalent to a sun-dowiMr, i^ 
a tramp. In old cant tm ig w mn , 
a tramp, a mendicant bearing a 
wallet, a pedlar. 

X 



322 



Srvag-chovey — SwatchcL 



Swag-chovey bloke (thieves), a 
marine-store dealer who bnjs 
stolen goods. 



ringr Bob (theatrical), an 
impudent buftoon. 

'Tis the miserable art 
Of the rile buffoon, who to please the pit, 
Provokes its laughter, but lets down his 

part, 
Winks at his audience while he slaps his 

fob, 
And turns Charles Surface into Swa£rg'er. 
fng- Bob ! 

— Lord Lytton {tkt present) : 
GUnavertL 

Swagsman (thieves), an accom- 
plice who takes charge of the 
plunder. 



, to (thieves), originally to 
carry off as plunder, but ex- 
tended to carrying off anything. 

The next witness is a policeman, who 
deposes that he was in a public -house, 
where he overheard the prisoner say that 
he had had a good haul, and got over a 
hundred ounces of plate, which he swaggtd 
away. — Evening^ News. 

By arrangement they each undertook 
to twag out their literary treasures, so 
that each man would only have the statu- 
tory number of books in his cell which 
were allowed by the authorities. — Even- 
ing News. 

Swallow the cackle, to (thea- 
trical), to learn a part. 

Swanker (public and military 
schools), one who works hard. 
Vide To Swank. 

Swankey (West-Indian), a bever- 
age compounded of molasses, 
vinegar, and water — a favourite 
drink with fishermen. This 



term has now become com- 
mon throughout the States and 
the Dominion. 

"Roll along here," shouted the cook. 
"Tumble up, and get your JwoNi^, boys. 
It's as good as ever yon cocked a Hp at.** 
And at the word each man, his face glow- 
ing with excitement and exercise, took his 
turn at the stoastkey pail. — Newfo undian d 
Fisheries. 

Swank, to (public and military 
schools), to work hard; old Eng- 
lish iwinke^ to labour ; swinked 
or iwenkt, tired with work. 

The swenJki grinders in this treadmill of 
an earth have ground out another day. — 
CarlyU. 

Swan-slins^er (theatrical), a 
tlinger of **the sweet Swan of 
Avon, " otherwise a Shakspearian 
actor. 

Swapped off (American), cheated , 
taken in, done, *' sold." 

Den Brer Fox know dat he been sva/ 
12^ mighty bad. — i/Hc/e Remus. 

That was the time that you got srtMi/t, 
And looked so awfully wambler-cropt. 
— A Poem : Simon Darky. 

Swartwout (American), a verb of 
local (New York) origin or usage, 
signifying ** to abscond," ** to 
vamoose," **to skip." A Mr. 
Swartwout once decamped from 
that city, carrying with him a 
large amount of public money 
— hence its origin. 

Swat (Royal Military Academy), 
t.r., «?«'a<, work in general, but 
especially mathematics. 

Swatchel (Punch show). Punch. 
Also the show. Swatckd box 
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the show itself; twoUchel cove, 
the showman. Swatehd is pro- 
vincial for "to beat with a 
switch." Hence probably the 
nickname given to Mr. Punch, 
whose principal occupation is 
plying his stick. 

The various slang names used 
by the Punch and Judy show- 
men are — " Mozzy " for Judy ; 
" darkey," the neg^o ; " vampo," 
a clown ; ** vampire," a ghost ; 
** buffer figure," dog owner; 
''scrappers," fighting men; 
"crocodile," a demon; "filio," 
a baby ; ** buffer," a dog. 

The "frame" is the entire 
machine ; '* peepsies," the pan 
pipes ; the " nobbing slum," the 
bag for collecting money; the 
"letter cloth," the advertise- 
ment ; " tambour," the drum ; 
" stalk or prop," the gallows ; 
" slum fake," a coffin ; " slum," 
the call. 

Swat, to (University), to sweat, 
to work hard. 

Sweat (public schools), fagging. 
(American), in a twtat, in a 
huriy, impatient. 

Besides, he was in a sweat to get to 
the Indian Ocean right oS.—Httckleberry 
Finn. 

Sweat-box, the cell where pri- 
soners are confined on arrest 
previous to being brought up 
for examination before the ma- 
gistrate. 

Sweater (common), explained by 
quotation. 



At the outset Mr. ^— is careful to 
distinguish between a contractor and a 
sweater. Both are contractors, but the 
sweater is a contractor and something 
more. Both exact from the workmen 
under them a certain amount of work for 
a definite wage, but there the likeness 
ends; for whilst the contractor pays an 
ordinary wage for an ordinary day's work, 
the iweater "exacts from men emplojred 
by him and working under his immediate 
superintendence the performance of an ex- 
cessive amount of work in return for an 
unreasonably low remuneration." — Even- 
ing News. 

The great sweater ii the public ; and as 
long as the public continues to encourage, 
or rather to compel, the " unscrupulous 
employer " to use the over-stocked labour 
market as he is using it now, so long will 
the existing evils endure. — Daily TeU- 
grnph. 

(Boating), a thick woollen 
jersey originally used in boat- 
ing. (Stock Exchange), a broker 
who cuts down commissions. 
A broker who works for such 
small commissions as to prevent 
other brokers getting the busi- 
ness, whilst hardly being profit- 
able to himself (Atkin, "House 
Scraps "). 

Sweat gallery (Winchester Col- 
lege), the juniors who had to 
do some "sweat" or fagging. 
Each prefect had a water-car- 
rier, who brought him cold 
water on Sunday; a clothes*- 
brusher, who had to brush his 
clothes; a valet to bring him 
his books, and warm water in 
winter. 

Sweating (thieves), a primitive 
way of scraping gold off coins 
by shaking them in a bag. An- 
other mode explained by quota- 
tion. 
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Sweating — Swell. 



By far the most scientific fbna of i 
ing U that which is called swemtii^^th^ 
modern equivalent for the ruder art of 
" dipping, ** so fully detcribed ia MacMi* 
lay's History. Here the galvanic battery 
is brought into requisition, the metal being 
dissolved equally from all the surfaoeaof 
the coin operated upon, and that, too, 
%ritbout impairing the sharpness of** iaaga 
or superscription." Sufficient metal for 
the ttueater's purpose being removed, the 
coin is polished afresh. — Tk^r Frtdnr : 
Sketches from Sketdy Placet. 

(Schools), working. (Com- 
mon), extracting money from a 
person, employing workpeople 
at starvation wages. 

In Bavaria, it appears from the reports 
of the German Cactory inspectors, neariy 
sixty per ceiit. of the working classes work 
from ten to eleven hours a day, and over 
forty-nine per cent, work from eleven and 
a quarter to sixteen hours daily. It b the 
immigranu fifom countries like this who 
have made sweaiint possible. — Evtning 
yews. 

Sweating shops, establishments 
where this is practised. 

It is the women and children firom the 
factories at the East End and the sw0atii^ 
shops in the neighbourhood who are poor- 
ing in now. — Sims : Social Kaleidosc0/€. 

Sweat one's duda, to (thieves), 
to pawn one's clothes, that is, 
extract money from them. 

l*bey sweated their duds till they rix it. 
— Death o/Socratet. 

Sweat one's guts out, a vulgar 
expression, meaning to work 
very hard. 

Sweep the board, to (oommon), 
to take all. (American), to 
scoop the pool. 

Games have introduced others as bandy 
and sweep the board, — Standard, 



Sweet (thieves), in thieves* slang, 
an intended victim is sweei if 
he does not suspect the trick 
which is about to be practised 
on him. If he suspects, they 
try '* to sweeten him '* and " to 
keep him wmtti '* until their ob- 
ject is aooomplished. 

Swe eten er (auction), a maa who 
runs up prices at an auction. 

Sweetmeat (oonmion), a very 
young kept mistress, aprecocions 
votary of Venus. 

Sweet on (common), in love with. 

Swell (general), a showily dressed 
pretender to extreme fashion. 

This isn't the moment, when all eneelt' 
dom is at her feet, for me to come forwazd. 
— Thackeray: Newcomts. 

There were the swell mbA the mob. 

Suoell . . . seems to have the greatest 
amount of vitality ; but it is unquestioo- 
ably moribtmd. — GMe, 

This word threatens to be 
superseded by its more 'modem 
synonym of moMher and dmde. 
Both tvell and masher have had 
many predecessors, some of 
which still linger in popular 
parlance, such as beau, dandy, 
brick, macaroni, Bond Street 
lounger, Mohawk, Corinthian, 
and bloke. Swdl survives as an 
adjective in the sense of showy, 
brilliant, pretentious, as a twdl 
carriage, a iwell house, a ntdl 
waistcoat, a swdl dress, a iweU 
turn-out, a twdl watch-chain, 
and many others. 



Swell — Smm. 
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Bullingdon Club is the most aristocratic 
and the swelltst in Oxford.— TVw/A. 

Swell is evidentlj from the act 
of being puffed up with pride. 
French slang »e gonjler, to feel 
proud of some achievement, 
congratulate oneself. It is the 
exact equivalent in meaning of 
the Italian gov^Ume, synonjmous 
with zerbinoUo and damerino. It 
is also used of any one who is pro- 
ficient in anything, who is high 
up or excels in his profession. 
Our distinguished admiral who 
bombarded Alexandria has the 
nickname of "twdl of the 



ocean. 



»» 



There was a very large attendance of 
swfils, including &uch magnates of the 
world of sports as the Dukes of Beaufort 
and Portland, 8tc.—S/orting' Tfmes. 

A nodi at Eton is thus de- 
fined by T. R. Oliphant, author 
of "Eton College" :— " It is very 
hard to define exactly what is 
meant by a mxU at Eton; but 
it usually implies a boy who, 
brought into notice either by 
athletic prowess or scholarship, 
or high standing in the school, 
by this means becomes ac- 
quainted with the leading mem- 
bers of the school, and is 
found on acquaintance to de- 
velop considerable social quali- 
ties, which make him hand and 
glove with all the Eton mag- 
nates." 

Swell block (American Univer- 
sity), a coxcomb and dandy; 
also those who assume and pre- 
tend overmuch. 



Swell head (American), a vain, 
arrogant man, one who g^ves 
bimgAlf airs. Also a man who 
is drunk, spirits in excess giving 
the feeling as if the head were 
heavy and swollen. 

Swell-mob (common), well- 
dressed, genteel sharpers and 
swindlers taken collectively. 

He is renowned for his acquaintance 
with the twell-mo^.—CkarUs Dickens. 

Swell mobsman (common), one 
of the twdl-mob (which see). 

Swells (Winchester College), 
services on Sunday, saints' days, 
kCf when college men used to 
wear surplices. 

Swell, to (Winchester College), 
to make a iwdl or mess; to 
bathe, wash, ftc. 

Swelter, to do a (popular), to 
perspire. 

Athletics ain't 'ardly my form, and a cut- 
away coat and tight bags 

Are the species of togs for yours truly, and 
lick 3rour loose flannels to rags, 

So I let them as liked da a swelter. 

— Punch. 

To tiodter is an old English 
word used by Shakspeara 

Swift (printers), a fast and expe- 
ditious setter of type; quoted 
by Savage's Dictionary, 1S41. 

Swill, to (Shrewsbury), to take a 
shower-bath. 

Swim (common), to be in the Mvim, 
to be in the popular onrrent 
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Swim — Swing. 



either in opinion, specolAtion, 
or fashion, on the move with 
the rest. To be one of an 
association, an affair. 

*' Look here/' said the indiiptant gentle* 
man in the brown pot hat, "why wasn't 
I in this rttfim f " 

**What twimf asked hU Criterion 
friends. 

"Why, this 'ere fight?" 

— Sorting Timts. 

One's particular pursuits. 

But hus, Charlie, hus? I likes horder, 

and likeways I'm partial to law, 
Weu it means keeping my rwiw€ all clear, 

and a muzzling my hencmy's jaw. 
Wy, nothink could easy be nicerer, then, 

don'tcher see, dear old pal ; 
But supposing that game interferes with 

my larks, or my lush, or my gal ? 

— PHMCk. 

(Angling), the section of water 
one selects to fish in. (Thieves), 
a good nriin, a good run of 
luck, a long time without police 
interference. 

Swimmer (old cant), a guardship 
on the river. A thief who, to 
avoid conviction, consented to 
be sent on board ship to serve 
the king, was said to have been 
twimmered. 

Swimming market (Stock Ex- 
change), in other words, when 
the market is firm and buyers 
feel no hesitancy in operating ; 
the reverse of a ''sick market." 

Swim, to (thieves), to make a 
man 9w%nK for it, is to cheat 
him out of his share. 

Swindle. This word is used in 
sporting circles to describe a 
speculation, or any dealing in 



which there is an element of 
chance. When a proposition 
if made to toes for a diink by 
spinning a coin, the phrase is 
generally ** let's have a moindU,** 

Judge Pigott summed up in 
a case. "As to the second 
plea that twindU had not a 
libellous meaning, this was in 
a great measure carried out by 
the plaintiff himself, who bad 
advertised that he was gretting 
upatKrimf^ In sporting circles 
they certainly did deal with an 
extraordinary vocabulary, and 
apparently did not use this 
word iwindU in Dr. Johnson's 
sense." 

In another case, Davey v. 
Walmsley, the following bit of 
evidence was tendered. 

Mr. Hawkins — " Is the word 
tmndle commonly applied to 
things like ' specs.' *' 

Witness (Mr. Paul Walmsley, 
Editor, Hoeing Inveitiffoior) — 
"Certainly! I never heard 
them called by any other name. 
It i# a regular byword with 
us as a racing phrase. Lot- 
teries are announced and com- 
monly known as stnndUs" 

Swinger (Charterhouse), a box 
on the ears. 

Swing-tail (old oant), a pig. 

Swing, to (common), to be 
hanged. 

Whether it be direct infrynging 
An oath if I shed waive his xtainghign 
—Butler: Hudihras, 

If I'm caught, I iStaXX swtttg : that's wt- 
XAxn.—Skttchtt by Bo*, 



Swipe — Swizzle. 
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Swipe (popular), at cricket a 
hard hit with fall swing of the 
bat. Also a blow. Provincial 
English smp€i a blow. 

"You might drag me to if 3^11 

liked, if you'd on'y let me get one fair 
nvipe at him," growled Mr. Perks, sav* 
agely. — The LittU RagamuffiKS. 

Swipes (common), the cheapest 
kind of beer-tap droppings. 

We smoked our pipes. 
With no such swipes. 
When we were blithe and bold. 

— Punch, 

At schools, beer good or bad 
is invariably termed nripea. Also 
tea or weak tea. 

Tea! sutipesl After all, miss, it's your 
way, and no doubt you don't know no 
better. — Goldtn Buiterfiy, 

A vwi'pt^ properly an imple- 
ment for drawing water for a 
brewery, hence probably swipes, 
for weak beer. 

Swipe, to (American), to ap- 
propriate. Frequently said of 
actors or exhibitors who take 
the '* gags'* or *' games" of 
others, and pass them off for 
their own. 

You can't copyright a gag. you know, 
and as soon as we get off anything good 
the other fellows sxtfi/e it and it's all over 
everywhere before we have time to get 
clear round. — PhiUuUlphia Press. 

Swipey (popular), intoxicated. 
From "swipes." 

Swishing (Eton), explained by 
quotation. 



Flogging, or, as it is called at Eton, 
swishing, is to be abolished at that aris- 
tocratic seminary. — IllustraUd London 

Ngws. 

SwUhtd, flogged. 

Swiss admiral (naval), a person 
who personates a naval digni- 
tary at a watering-place. The 
French have the derisive term 
amiral Suisse for a naval officer 
who has never navigated, who 
is employed on terra firma, or 
for some suspicious indivi- 
dual who pretends to have 
held a high rank in army or 
navy. 

Switch in, to (American), to 
bring in expeditiously, to in- 
troduce with promptness, and 
execute with despatch. " Now'a 
your time, boys ; svfitch in and 
let them have it I " 

. . . Men were sent to cut out the 
Chicago, but being denied admittance to 
the cellar under the pavement went to 
work and broke through one of the man- 
holes from the street, and were busily 
engaged switching in their own service 
when the Chicago Company's men ap- 
peared on the scene. — Chicago Tribuno, 

Swivel eye (common), squinting 
eye. 

Young Arthur Orkintrooler, him with 
the swivel eye and the pink wart on his 
blushing hroyr. —^S^rting Times. 

Swizzle (common), drink. 

Humph I you've turned a teetotaller now, 

I suppose. 
And should I sing "heyt ho! and a 

bottle of rum," 
You'd not join in the song— or the twitsU t 

^'^Pwuh. 



\ 
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SwtMMU — SyaUtey^sider, 



Also 

No, perceMJom, dnr boy, ain't my fiul. 
Bat poUticml picnics with fireworks, and 
plenty of nois, ain't 'aif bad. 



To awizdt Ib provincial for to 
drink, and twitde it ale and beer 
mixed. (West Indian and Ana- 
tralia.) Mr. Finoh-Hatton thna 
graphically deeoribee a drink 
which is said to make a man 
wish he had a throat a mile 
long and a palate at every inch 
of it :— 

'* Never having heard of a 
twixde, which is a drink peculiar 
to Mackay, I believe, I watched 
his proceeding with interest. 
First of all he put two inches 
of Jamaica ram into the bottom 
of a tnmbler, into which he 
shook a few drops of Angostura 
bitters from a bottle with a 
small hole in the cork. Next 
he added a small teaspoonf ul of 
brown sugar, and a squeese of 
a lemon, and filled ^e tumbler 
two-thirds full of water. He 
then took a small stick with 
three prongs growing the re- 
verse way up at the end, and 
whirled it round in the tumbler 
between his hands, with a dex- 
terity only to be acquired by 
constant practice, till the de- 
coction was foaming to the top 
of the glass. Handing it to 
me quickly with directions to 
'drink i\ while fiszing,' he 
watched it going down, with 
one eye shut, and an expression 
of sympathetic interest on his 
face. 'How's that for high?* 
he asked, as I set down the 



glan with a sigh of satisfac- 
tion.'* In America fwinle is a 
mixture of rum, molaases^ and 
water, and the Australian drink 
described above is nothing but 
the old American rum cock-taiL 

Swissy, swizsle (nautical), grog. 

Tlie drink to be discovered in Dibdin's 
•oogs would make a sea large enoogh for 
several comHned fleets of that age to have 
floated on. The sailor had nothing to do 
but to sing in all weathers, beat the French, 
and drink the twiM^.—W. Clark RusuU, 

Swop (popular), to get the noop, 
to be disCnissed from one's 
employment. Especially used 
among linendrapen' assistants. 

Swot (University and public 
schools), explained by quota- 
tion. 

So moch for work or «w0f , as the Har- 
rovian, in common with other boys, some- 
what inelegantly terms the more important 
part of instruction he receives at sdiooL 
— Ptucot : Eturydmf L4/i in tmr Pnblic 
Schools. 

A noot, one who works hard. 
At the Royal Military Academy 
fwcU or twA, applies specially to 
mathematics. (Shrewsbury), in 
9,wx]iy in arage. 

Sycher (popular), a contemptible 
person. 

Sjdnej-tider (Australian), a con- 
vict. There never were any 
convicts sent to Victoiia after 
its separation from New South 
Wales, while Sydney was ori- 
ginally a convict setUement. It 
was therefore natural to talk 
of a convict as being on the 



Tab — Tail'buzzer. 
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AB, the (popular), the 
Tabernacle of Mr. 
Spurgeon. 

Tabby party 
(common), a party consisting 
entirely of women. Tabby is a 
colloquialism for an old maid 
or gossip. 

Tabs (tailors), the ears. 

Tack or sheet (nautical), a man's 
saying that he will not start 
tack or theet, implies resolution. 

Tack or tackle (public schools), 
food; sometinies applied to 
drink. Ficie Hard Tack. Hard 
tack is properly a large kind of 
hard crackers much used for 
food on board ship. 

Tackle (old cant), a kept mistress. 
(Thieves), a watch chain. Red 
tackle, a gold chain. 

• 

One day I went to Croydon'and touched 
for a red toy and red tacAU, with a large 
locket — Hartley: Jottings from JmiL 

(Nautical), clothes. 

Tacky (printers), according to 
printers' vocabulary, a roller is 
in good condition when it is 
todty, that is, a little sticky to 
the touch of the finger. 

Tad (American), originally pro- 
vincial English. In English, 
tad is an excrement (Wright). 
Hence in the United States, and 
perhaps in England, it was 
commonly appUed contemptu- 



ously to the frequenters of 
brothels. It is now more widely 
extended. Bartlett gives * * little 
tad%, small boys; provincial 
iadde, a toad, hence applied to 
any small person. The French 
have crapaud for a little boy ; 
ies erapaiidtj the children; old 
tads, grey-bearded men." 

Taffy (American), flattery, "soft- 
sawder,'* "soap," "gammon," 
persuasive and unctuous hum- 
bug. 

Tag (theatrical), explained by 
quotation. 

And the tag- is the end of the play — the 
last lines spoken, in rhyme or otherwise- 
just as this sentence is the end of this 
article. — Gloh*. 

Also the end or catch word of 
an actor's cue. Tagt, a species 
of improvised jokes (called by 
French actors " cascades '*), 
allied to **tack." Danish tdk, 
a supplement, appendix. 

Tail (common), to have one's taH 
down, to be discom'aged; to 
have one's tail out, to be angry ; 
to get one's tail up, to plnok up 

spirits. 

Tail-block (nautical), a watch. 
Properly a rope-stropped block, 
having an end of rope attached 
to it as a tail by which it may 
be fastened to any object 

Tail-buzzer (thieve8),a pickpocket 
who devotes his attention to the 
pockets in the tails of a coat. 
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Tailed — Take. 



Tailed, vidt Long-tailed One. 
A carious coincidence ocean in 
French cant. Tailbin is an ac- 
commodation bill, from old word 
talle, tail ; and tailbin (TalUqve, 
a bank note, (TalUtiue in this 
instance signifying saperior, 
genuine. 

Tailing^ (ap-country Aastralian), 
herding. 

Mustering now proceeded with steady 
vigour, and Desmard was allowed to gain 
experience in tailing those already brought 
in, along with two old and experienced 
hands, who were much amused with their 
companion's eccentricities, and who never 
tired of relating his peculiar sayings. — A. 
C. Grant. 

TaU-piece in the steel (thieves), 
explained by quotation. 

llieir conversation, though not the most 
elegant, was least of all concerning the 
wretched trade they followed ; indeed, the 
subject was never mentioned at all, except 
in melancholy allusion to Peter or Jerry, 
who had been recently "copped," and 
was expected to pass a teul- piece in the 
steel (thrct months in prison).—/. Green- 
wood: Seven Curses of London. 

Tail-pulling^ (publishers), amethod 
of publication explained by quo- 
tation. 

It came out in evidence yesterday, in 
the case of Mackay r. M'Lean, that the 
publication of the literary productions of 
private individuals, who like to contem* 
plate their own handiwork in print, is 
technically known among those who do it 
as tail-pulling. That seems an odd name 
to give it, because no animal we are ac- 
quainted with likes having its tail pulled ; 
unless it is on the principle of the little 
girl who " wagged the dog's tail to give it 
pleasure. " — Globe, 

Tai-pai (pidgin), a large ticket, a 
great chop, first, slangilj '* boss." 



Dcy lock urn up in Uttee house thlee day 

till alio done. 
An' den Wang-ti come oat tmi-feu^ fint- 
chop, an' Numpa One. 

Tai-pan, typan (pidgin), literally 
*' great series," if., the first of 
a series, a leader, a head*man, 
or "boss." 

My fyfesn must make fun of me, 
When all his crowd can s e e — 
Ah ! well, perhaps they do not care 
For a little clerk like me. 

—China Putsch. 

Tai-pay (pidgin), great-beer, tue., 
porter (Canton). 

Take (printers), a synonym used 
by compositors to signify the 
portion of copy that &lls to 
their share. A "fat" iakt is 
considered a good one. 

Take a figure (printers). This is 
an appeal to the ballot instead 
of "jefling," or "throwing** 
with the nine quadrats. To 
settle shares of good or bad 
work, or other matter, a man 
would select a number of figures, 
according to the number of men 
concerned, shake them up in his 
apron, and each individual would 
take, ajigurtt the highest, or Woe 
veradt as agreed on, having the 
choice. 

Take a rise. Vide RiSB. 

Take beef, to (thieves and popu- 
lar), to run away. Vide Beef. 

Take down, to (thieves and popu- 
lar), to get the best of one, to 
deceive, humbag. 



Take — Takes. 
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Well, Governor, I think there is some 
credit due to me for taking you dcwn. 
Any fool can do an ordinary swindle, but 
it is not any one who would attempt to iakg 
doum the Governor of a convict prison. — 
ExffMstig- Ntws. 

Take it in snuff. This old slang 
phrase, which dates from a time 
long anterior to the supposed 
introduction of the tobacoo 
plant into Europe by Sir Walter 
Raleigh, occurs in plays of the 
Elizabethan and Shakspearian 
era. It does not appear to haye 
originated in the habit of snufF- 
taking, nor would the apposite- 
ness or appropriateness of the 
phrase have been palpably appa- 
rent if it had done so. Sniffs in 
its primary acceptation, means 
a movement of the nostrils, ex- 
pressive either of annoyance or 
displeasure at a disagreeable 
smell, and by metaphorical ex- 
tension a sign of scorn or anger 
at any person or thing that is 
offensive to either the moral or 
physical sense. It is curious to 
note how often the consonants 
sn are found as the initial sound 
of words that express anything 
disagreeable, and that are mani- 
fested by the action of the nose. 
Among others, sneeze, snore, 
sneer, snort, snarl, snigger, &c., 
all more or less suggestive of an 
unpleasant meaning. 

Take it out of him (popular), 
thrash him welL 

Take it ont, to (popular), to 
obtain value for expenditure, 
labour, &o. 



Take my hat (American). In the 
United States, when any man 
narrates a story which is so 
incredible or extravagant that 
the auditor must confess that 
he cannot outdo it, the latter 
often exclaims, " Take my hai /" 
In a pamphlet entitled *' Three 
Thousand Miles in a Railway 
Car," tjie author tells us that 
in a jovial party of men they 
had a small hat which was 
made from a champagne cork, 
and that when one of them 
told the last best story the hat 
was g^ven to him, to be re- 
tained until another told a 
better, when it was handed 
over to the latter. "Saw my 
leg off" was an equivalent or 
synonym for the same phrase. 
When the story was remark- 
ably good it was usual to add 
" close." 

Taken on (turf), another term 
for welshed. 

The old man has been taktn on to the 
extent of a Avtx.—Bsrd o' Fretdom. 

Take one's hook. Yid^ Hook. 

She asked him to come in the house. 

Then begged that he would stay 
And take some tea along with her. 

And on the Indian drum play. 
She told me I could tak* n^ hook^ 

And leave the place at once ; 
I was no good — a chcunp ci wood, 

In fact, a perfect dunce. 



Takes the glov off (taUors), it 
takes away the profit, or materi- 
ally detracts from its value. 
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Take — Taking, 



Take the biscuit, to, a variation 
of " take the cake." Vide Cakb 
and Bun. 

I think yoo will admit this fairly takes 
tht Hscuii for a detective story. — S^^rtmg 
Timus. 

Take the cake, ta Vide Cake. 



the diploma (American), to 
take the prize, take the cake, to 
be pre-eminent. 

Take the field, to (turf), to stake 
one's money against the favour- 
ite, thus backing all the rest 
against a single horse. 

Take the n% off the bush, to 

(American), precision and excel- 
lence in action or thought. An 
illustration drawn from the 
wild life of the Far West, when 
at improvised shooting competi- 
tions the hunters and trappers 
would hang a rag on a bush as 
a target, and few of them would 
miss lifting it. 

Take the starch out, to (Ame- 
rican), to take the starch out of a 
man is to extinguish his conceit,' 
nerve, or pluck. It is widely 
applied to weakening, refuting, 
or deterioration of any kind. 

The forthcoming Women's Bible will 
imke more of the starch out of St. Paul, 
so to speak, in one edition, than the com* 
bined assaults of infidels hare done in 1800 
years. — Chicago Tribune. 

Take up a collection (American). 
This is often heard humorously 
applied to any one who in an 
emergency, not being able to 



do any good, nevertheless sug- 
gests something which has 
some shade or colour of a rela- 
tion to the subject. Also to a 
man who avails himself of th^ 
least excuse to raise money. It 
is said that when some men 
were in a boat in a storm on 
Lake Superior, and expected 
every minute to go down, as 
none of them knew a prayer or 
a hymn, they did the next best 
thing they could as "a religious 
exercise," and took vp a collection. 

The President's sole reoommendaticm 
with reference to the CiTil«Senrtoe ques- 
tion, is that the salaries of the Ciril Senrice 
Commission be inq«ased. We suspect 
Mr. Oeveland of being the man who, in a 
unking boat where some religious se r ricgs 
were suggested, enthusiastically declared 
himself in favour of taking u^ a coUocUom, 
—Philadelphia Press. 

Take up one's connectiofis, to 

(American University), to leave 
college. 

Taking: the nap (theatrical), 
making pretence to be struck, 
by slapping the hands together 
unseen by audience, d la clown 
and pantaloon. Vide Kkap, To. 

Taking: the stage (theatrical), 
assuming a commanding posi- 
tion in the centre of the stage, 
or crossing from the right hand 
side to the left, or viee vendL 
The movement with which a 
well-graced tragedian, in a bnrst 
of passionate emotion, dashes 
from one side of the stage to 
the other, or down to the foot- 
lights and up again. An almost 
exploded artifice, and one which 
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requires an artist of great skill 
to accomplish with precision. 

Taking up one's bed (tailors), 
leaving the shop for good. 

Talent, the (racing). The ring is, 
in racing phraseology, iKt talenL 
Common in Australia. 

And sinks from view ior ever, while tkt 

taUni 
Declare they never saw a sight so gallant 
—New South Waits Pa^. 

Talk a donkey's hind leg off, to 

(American), to talk to no pur- 
pose. 

They may talk a donJUy't hind leg off^ 
and I wouldn't send a single line to the' 
New York papers to tell them what was 
said nor what they wore.— T'A^ Golden 
Butterfly. 

Talking through one's neck 

(Australian), talking foolishly. 
A young lady, who had been 
impressing the dangers of foot- 
ball upon her small brother with 
more ardour than discretion, 
wound up with, ** If you were 
my son I wouldn't let you go 
to a boarding-school at all with- 
out I had you safe home every 
night," which was met with a 
contemptuous " Oh, you're talk' 
ing through your iicci*." 

Talk, to (stable), said of a horse 
that roars. (American), tall talk^ 
explained by quotation. 

The word cheek, at syoonymoiM with 
conceit or impudence, is, notwithstanding 
its relative antiquity, still largely patron- 
bed by the lovers of argot; but were it 
not for the obliging correspondent of— if 
we mistake not— the Daily Telegraph, 



tail talk, a Transatlantic phrase of appar- 
ently similar import and of undoubted ori- 
ginality, mi^ht never have been naturalised 
among us. — Belgrta/ia. 

The expression is now com- 
mon in England. In quotation 
taU refers to an incredible story. 

The new Enoch Arden story which has 
turned up at East Greenwich is certainly 
tall. It reminds one instinctively of the 
American tree so high that it took two 
men to look to the top, one beginning 
where the other left off, and forty men to 
believe the XaXc.—Daiiy Telegraph. 

(Pedestrian), the term is ap- 
plied to a great rate of speed. 

Tally (popular), to live tally is to 
live as man and wife though 
not married. Hence a tally wife, 
** femme de la main gauche." 

Talosk (tinker), weather. 

Tambour (Punch and Judy), the 
drum. French. 

Tame cats (society). Thus de- 
fined by the Saturday Review : — 
" There is a class of men, who 
are not at all young by any 
means, who in soolety are termed 
tame catt ; these men present 
rather a ludicrous spectacle for 
their foolishness. They are by 
no means vicious, but they are 
by no means manly. They con- 
tinue to attend all entertain- 
ments till they are well on in 
the sere and yellow leaf ; they 
have no occupations ; they are 
neither men of letters nor of 
arts ; they are not political ; 
and, last of all, they are in no 
way sportsmen, neither shoot- 
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ing, hunting, drfving, nor fish- 
ing. The raiton d'ttrt of their 
existence seems hard to define ; 
their daily occapation is wan- 
dering round from house to 
house, and exchanging gossip 
and scandal with old ladies 
and young alike. They have 
the entr^ to many houses 
where they are welcome at all 
times, and are not looked upon 
as eligible husbands for the 
daughters of the house ; they 
are made use of to fill up vacan- 
cies at dinner, theatre parties, 
&C., and, above all, they arc 
essentially good-natured.*' 

Tame cheater (thieves), a false 
player. 

Tan (gypsy), a tent, a place, a 
resting-place. A word of very 
general application. To tan, to 
encamp or rest. "Eek tan to 
hatch ••— " No place to rest." 
•* Chiv a tan apr^"— *• Pitch a 
tent." "Einn^ IxSro bdvol se, 
huller the tan pari the w&ver 
rikk i^i the bor "— " When 
there is a great wind, move the 
tent to the other side behind 
the hedge." {Tana, Hindu.)— 
Oypty Saying. 

Tangle -footed, tangle -legged 

(American), drunk. Tangle-foot 
(from tangle- footed), bad whisky 
or spirits. Derived from the 
idea that a man when intoxi- 
cated has a tendency to entwine 
or tangle his feet together, or 
to get them locked in every 
obstacle in the way. 



*« 



Drink a pint of Umglffoot, 
Yooll catch jrour boot 
In c i re r y root." 



TEni (gypey). small, young; 
tomrdni, young lady ; taiM/pen, 
childhood, youth. 

Tanner, a sixpence. Hotten says 
of it, "Perhaps gypsy tamno 
{t&tyo), little, or Latin ttntr^ 
slender." It is more likely to 
have been derived directly by 
the ancestors of the gypsies from 
the Indian silver coin tanga 
or i/inui, which has been rated 
from fivepence (Malcolm, 1815), 
to sevenpence-halfpenny, which 
is its present value in Turkestan 
(Anglo-Indian Glossary). This 
would make its average value 
sixpence. The obvious deriva- 
tion is the Sanskrit tanka, a 
weight of silver equal to four 
moshas, a stamped coin. The 
word has been in use over a 
vast extent of territory. The 
threepenny piece {Twpftny hiUo) 
is the only coin which is speci- 
ally called little in gypsy, and 
it is most unlikely that a six- 
pence would be called a par- 
ticularly small coin while four- 
penny, threepenny, and even 
twopenny silver coins were in 
circulation. 

Old Alec don't like to win with favour- 
ites. I shall 'ave my Um$ur on Timothy. 
— Sporting Times. 

Tanning (common), a beating. 

Tan, to (common), to beat or 
thrash. Exists in several Eng- 
lish dialects, with variations. 
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sach as tan hasty tan baste, taned, 
but is used slangily. French 
slang, tanner le cuir. Exists in 
gypsj as tanner, from tanava, I 
beat. Hindu tan, abuse. 

Tanyok (tinker), halfpenny. 
(Query tdni, little, Romany, and 
nyolc, a head 7) 

Tap (tailors), getting the tap of 
the job, getting the upper hand. 

Tape (popular), liquor. Red tape, 
wine. White tape, gin. Vide 
White Tape. 

Oh ! those jovial days are ne'er forgot ! 

But the fa^e lags— 
When I he's dead, you'll drink one pot 

1 o poor old Bags ! 

—Lytton: Paul Clifford, 

(Sporting), a small telegraphic 
machine kept at clubs, public 
offices, and some of the public- 
houses where sporting goes on. 

And Ascot week ! ye little gods 

And fishes ; ay, a deluge' 
Might swamp us as we took the odds 

From ring-men in their hell huge. 
Then wise in time at home we'll stay ; 

The tape shall see us punting. 
From Ascot tempests far away, 

The oof bird we'll be hunting. 

— Topical Tinus. 

Gambling will be all the go 

By-and-by ; 
Tapes you'll find in every show 

By-and-by. 

— Atkin : House Scraps. 

(American), explained by quo- 
tation. 

His white tie was not of lawn, but of 
that most approved Bond Street pattern 
known as tape. — American Magaxiue. 

Tape-worm (Stock Exchange), a 
nasty name for a man who 



walks about the House collect- 
ing prices of different stock to 
telegraph on the tape. 

Tapper (old cant), bailiff, tipstaff. 
In provincial English it means 
an innkeeper. 

Tapping the admiral, secretly 
boring a hole through a spirit 
cask and sucking the contents 
out through a quill or straw. 
An admiral died aboard ship 
some distance from England. 
He had wished to be buried at 
home, and to preserve his body 
the officers placed it in a cask 
filled with spirits, and securely 
nailed the head of the cask 
down. During the voyage home 
an Irishman of the marines was 
continually drunk, and it was a 
great mystery to see where he 
got his liquor from. For some 
drunken breach of discipline he 
was ordered to be flogged, but 
he was promised forgiveness if 
he would tell who had supplied 
him with drink. Upon that he 
confessed that he had been *' so 
hard up for a dhrink, that 
bedad he*d tapped the admiral** 
i.e., made a hole in the cask and 
sucked out through a tobacco 
pipe the spirit in which the 
admiral's body was preserved. 

Taps (American). " To be on one's 
taps is to be on one's feet, lite- 
rally on one's soles ; on the 
move, or ready to move. A 
metaphor preserved from the 
shoemaker" (Bartlett). To tap 
is provincial English for to sole 
shoes. 



336 



Taps — Tart, 



(American cadet), a bngle- 
calL 

7a/i had sounded (at lo p.m., after 
which no one it permitted to cross the 
sentinel's posts without the countersignX 
"Th* IVesi Point Sera/ Book. 

Tap the cUret, to (pugilistic), to 
give a blow on the nose which 
draws blood. 

He was thoroughly ccmTersant with the 
sporting slang of I'intinnabulums Life 
when he told Verdant that his claret had 
been repeatedly tapped. — C. Bede : Ker- 
dmnt Green. 

Ti4> the wire, to (American), to 
obtain surreptitious possession 
uf the electric telegraph wire and 
extract the information with 
which it is charged. General 
Morgan, the Confederate officer, 
once when tapping the wire was 
in ignorance of the name of 
the station in the hand of the 
Federals, and to obtain the in- 
formation he adopted the fol- 
lowing ruse. He telegraphed, 
** A gentleman in the office bets 
me two cigars you cannot spell 
the name of your station.'* 
Answer, " Take the bet. Le- 
banon Junction — is this not 
right ; how did he think I would 
spell it ? " General Morgan re- 
plied, " He gives it up ; he 
thought you would put two b's 
in Lebanon." Answer, "He is 
a green one." Vide Teleqbam, 
Milking a. 

Tap, to (thieves), to break into 
a house. 

The most difficult part of all is to dress 
so as to escape a description which the 



police have of your onial appearance. 
Often they will redress themselves under 
a tree, in a field or a bam in the vidatty 
of the house they are about to taPf but as 
a role they dress as becomes a poor speci- 
men of the middle class. — Tii'Bitt. 

Tap tub, the Morning AdverH»er, 
80 called by vulgar people from 
the fact that this daily news- 
paper is the prinoipal orgaa of 
the London brewers and pabli- 
cans (Hotten). 

Taradiddles (society), &lsehoods, 
travellers' tales or yams. 

Tar brush (naatical), any one of 
mixed blood is said to have bad 
a touch of the tar hrw^ 

Tare, tear (American), a frolic, 
spree, riot, bender, batter, or 
rampage. 

I'm on a rare (rearX 

I'm on a tare; 
On a high old ctrcumbendibtu, 

Such as will be 

A sight to see, 
When the boys pull into the rendyrooe. 
— Amtrican New^aper. 

Tanyin (tinker), rope. 

Tart (common), a young lady, an 
actress of smart personal appear- 
ance and fine manners. There 
seems some doubt as to whether 
the term is an aspersion on the 
lady's character or not, as may be 
seen from a case of an actress 
who brought an action against 
the Sporting Timet for calling 
her a tart^ which created much 
amusement at the time. 



Tart — Tats, 



337 



The word tart also designates 
a mistress or girl with whom 
one has had only casnal inti- 
macy, or even a wife. Also 
any girl or woman. Formerly 
one's mistress was termed '* my 
jam," or *' my little bit of jam." 
The term is apparently from a 
simile between a sweet jam tari 
and a girl (compare "cherry- 
pie " for a girl)» bat it has been 
suggested that it originated in 
the song " Good - bye, sweet- 
heart.'* Tart was originally 
schoolboys' slang, probably ab- 
breviated from tartar in this 
instance. 

I remember, I remember, though Tune's 
progress is so fleet, 
How I doated on my juvenile sweet- 
hearts, 
And I remember that I thought them so 
superlatively sweet. 
That I spoke of them admiringly as 
tarts. 
But runv! Well, times have altered, and 
I'm not prepared to say 
If a girl's "a tari" or not— so here 111 
pause, 
For it's probable that if I called a girl " a 
tart " to-day, 
She would summons me next week to 
show just cause 1 

— Snorting Times. 

The latest synonym for tart is 
"bun." Tart is a word gene- 
rally recognised and understood 
in the United States. It is 
sometimes used as an uncom- 
plimentary epithet, an abbre- 
viation from tartar. 

Tartlet (London), usually applied 
to a lady of the demi-monde, or 
even quart-de-monde. A dimi- 
nutive of ** tart." 
VOL. IL 



E'en tartUts are stale, be they ever so 
tasty — 
The magic has fled from their langoorotis 
looks: 
They're but fairies in fake, their com- 
plexions seem pasty — 
I've no wish for a place in their very 
best books. 

—Birdo" Fretdom. 

Tashi shingomai (tinker), to read 
the newspaper. 

Tasser (gypsy), to suffocate, 
drown, or strangle. "BengtoMfr 
tute 1 " — " May the devil strangle 
you I " 

Tat-box (gambling), a dice-box; 
UU% are dice. 

Tatch (popular), a hat ; a corrup- 
tion of "thatch." 

Taters. VHt Stbain your 
Tatebs. 

Tater-trap (popular), for potato- 
trap, month. 

Up goes the jug to Ginger's tattr-tra^, 
— Brighton Beach Loafer. 

T a t o 1 8 (Winchester College), 
tutors in Commoners who came 
into course in alternate weeks 
to be present at meals and 
Toys, and for names - calling, 
and to go round galleries at 
9.15. 

Tats (canting), old rags. Gypsy 
tat or tat$t not only rags, &o., 
but coarse sack-cloth. Hindn 
t&t, sack-cloth. Hence iaUert 
in English. Milky taU, white 
linen. 

Y 
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Now I'll te:l you about the /a/-gath« 
buyin^;; ras» they call it, but I call it 
boancing people. --Maykcsv : Londam Lm' 
hour and iJU Lotuton Poor. 

Tatter (tramps), a rag-gatherer. 

Tatties (Anglo-Indian), a frame 
composed of thick jangle grass, 
the inside being interlaced with 
layers of slender fibrous roots, 
on which water is constantly 
thrown to cool the air. 

As a rule, during the very hottest monthi 
all the doorways situate od the sides of the 
buildings towards which the breeze may 
be blowing are usually fitted with portable 
arrangements called tatties. — BrunUet 
PAittrum : Life im tke Kattks. 

Tattle or tattler (thieves), a watch. 

A fomblc, a tattle^ and two pops 
Had my bowman whun he was ta'en. 
— Frisky Molts Stm£. 
I have made a grab at a bunch of onions 
to-night, but the jockey wore a guard to 
his tattler. — Discottsolate IVilliam. 

To s\)csk, to the tatder, to steal 
a watch. 

Speak to the teUtler^ bog the swag, 
And hncly hunt the dummy. 
— C. HindUy: Life and Titnes qf 
fames Catneuh. 

To nim a tattler, to steal a 
watch. Tattli r, a dog that barks. 
In French argot " tambour " or 
'• alarmiste." 

Tattogeys (old cant), players who 
play with loaded dice. Vide 
Tat- BOX. The tattogey was the 
dice-cloth. 

Tattoo (Anglo- Indian), a pony. 

Taut hand (nautical), a strict dis- 
ciplinarian, a martinet. 

Sir Hannibal regulated his household 
as he did his ship ; he was, in truth, what 



is termed a tmmi ksnd; at the souiid of 
his stump cook and housemaid hekl their 
peace, while his lady-wife scarcely dared to 
blest herself without permission. — Scrm^^ 

TaT (gypsy), string, thread, fine 
cord, strip, lace. 2V2, thread. 

Tax coUector (old), a high- 
wayman, a bandit. 80 called 
from the forcible extraction 
of money and kind from bis 
victims — a sarcastic reference 
to the similar tactics of "the 
powers that be." In America a 
" road agent." 

Tea-boardy (studios), an epithet 
applied to an inferior picture, 
which reminds one of the old- 
fashioned lacquered tea-trays 
with landscapes on them. 

Tea chop (nautical), small craft 
used to bring a cargo of tea 
alongside the ocean-going vesseL 

Teach-guy (costers), back slang 
for eight shillings. 

The exception to the uniformity of the 
" gen " enumeration is in the sum of eight 
shillings, which, instead of " teaich-gen," 
ii teaich-guy. — Mayhew. 

Tea-fight (society), an eyening 
party. 

Tea-kettle (popular), tea-kdUt 
grooms, or coachmen, are those 
who do general work. Tea-keUU 
purgers are scullery-maids. 

A decent allowance made to seedy 
swells, tea-kettle purgers, head>robbers, 
and flunkeys out of collar.— yl Tmiitr's 
Advertisement. 

Team (Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities), the pupils of a 
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coaoh or private tutor. It fre- 
qaently, indeed uBually hap- 
pens that a "ooach" of repu- 
tation declines taking men into 
his team before they have made 
time in public. (American), it 
is remarkable that team, as now 
used in America to signify a 
company or party, or number 
of people, is old Saxon, or, as 
Ettmtiller defines it, ** Tedm, 
longus ordo cujosvis generis/' 
a series of any kind." 

*'He N6e bearh and his vlfe 
and his tedme at tham miclan 
fl6de " — " He preserved Noah 
and his wife and his team 
{iuboUs, offspring) in the g^eat 
flood." Hence to team with, 
associate. "Godes beam tpm* 
don vid manna dohtru " — " And 
the children of God teamed 
with the daughters of men" 
(Ettmtiller, Anglo-Saxon Lexi- 
con). 

Teapot (American), a mispronun- 
ciation of depdt, i.f., a railway 
station. 

Then outspoke a man unnoted 
Hitherto : " I heard the fellow 
Say just now to the conductor 
Ere we reached the second tta/aif 
That be reckoned he must hook it 
This here time a little sooner 
If he hoped to get his portion." 

— Ih Ntvada. 

(Cricketers), a Veapoi stroke, 
hit up in the air giving an easy 
catch, a result of '* spooning." 
(Prison), smashing the (eajK)^, 
losing the privilege of tea from 
bad behaviour, and returning 
to the third-class. Having 



one's itapoi mended, being re- 
stored to the higher class and 
its privileges. Also called "get- 
ting it down the spout." 

Teapot sneaking (thieves), steal- 
ing plate, teapots. 
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Teapot tfuakin^ your mark T ** 
'* Something hclitx "Sporiimg Times. 

Teapot soak (thieves), a thiet 
who steals plate, teapots, &c. 

Ttapot ioakt will have the twitters. 
Garrotters oft will suffer pain. 

—Fun Abtumack. 

Tearing his seat (tailors), trying 
to do more than he can. 

Tear up, a (criminal), explained 
by quotation. 

Going a day or two back into the casual 
ward of my union, I found a policeman 
standing waiting in the day room. Guess- 
ing that he had come to remove a casual 
to the police court, " What is it this time? 
Anything serious?" I asked. "Oh no, 
sir ; only a tear »/," was the reply. This, 
of course, was so far satisfactory ; but as it 
is possible that among the readers of the 
St. Jameses Gazette there may be some 
who are unacquainted with the accepted 
method of obtaining a fresh outfit among 
the casual poor, it may be worth while to 
explain a little further. But first let us 
visit the unfortunate creature that the con- 
stable has come for. 

In a small room, some seven feet by 
four, the furniture of which consisted of a 
bed and a wooden stool (it is usual to call 
these rooms " cells," and it must be con- 
fessed that " cell " u more accurately de- 
scriptive of the facts than " room " or 
" cubicle," which has also been suggested 
as the proper termX we found a broken- 
down, dejected-looking man of about forty. 
He was dressed in a brown doth coat that 
had seen better days, a pair of almost new 
corduroy trousers, and boots which, though 
not new, were stout and serviceable. At 



340 



Teaser — TelUbox, 



his feet, in n henp on the floor, lay some 
filthy rags of cloth and cotton, the remnants 
of what had recently been his garments; 
on the top uf them the sole and a frai^ment 
of the upper part of one of his boots. ITie 
heap was the result of the tear «/. — St. 
Jtuiuts Gazette. 

Teaser (pugilistic), a maddeniDg 
blow. 

The latter planted a teeuer on S;im's 
mouth, which produced the claret in 
streams. —Pierce Egan : Book o/S/orts. 

Tease, to (prison), to flog ; to 
nap the ticu^, to l>c flogged. 

Teaspoon (six)^-!), live thoosand 
pounds. 

Tec or teck (popular and thieves), 
explained by quotation. 

The "detective" was always an untold 
terror, because he could not see him, and 
every susi/icious man was to him a teck. 
He despised the "bobby " or the " copper," 
but he had an untold dread of the tecA'. 
— Evening News. 

" HuUoh, father ! " cried Shakspeare, 
"look herel Isn't that the 'tec that we 
see so often at the races ? " — G, Sims : 
Rogues and Vagabonds. 

Teck (Harrow school), mathe- 
matics. 

Teddy Hall (Oxford University), 
St. Edmund's Hall, Oxford. 

Teejay (Winchester College). 
When a new man comes, he is 
given by his house-master to an 
old man to be protected and 
instructed in notions. From 
the French jtroUgL 

Teek (Anglo-Indian), exact, close, 
precise, parsimonious. Hindu 
thick. 



Teeth (nautical), to hare one*8 
"back iedk afloat/* to be very 
much intoxicated. 

Teeth-drawing (medical stnd- 
ents), wrenching off knockers. 

Teetotal hotel, her Majesty's 

(prison), a prison. 

Teleg^ram, miUdng a, a telegram 
is said to be fMlktd when the 
message sent to a specific party 
is surreptitiously made use of 
by others (Dr. Brewer). 

They receive their tel^rams in cipher 
to avoid the risk of their being ntilked by 
rival journals. — TJU Times. 

Telescoped (Australian popular), 
suppressed, silenced. TeUBCoped 
signifies '*shut up'* like a tele- 
scope is shut up, ef. " shut up ** 
itself. Possibly also when they 
use it, people may think of it 
in its railway-accident sense of 
one carriage being forced into 
another. 

At first the widow flew into a rage and 
used indignant language to her pastor, 
who felt quite telescoped. — New South 
Wales Paper. 

T^-ll-man (pidgin), tailor. 

Tell-box (American gamblers). 
The icll'boxis an improvement on 
the "gaff" {q.v.\ and has a fine 
spring attached to it. The ob- 
ject of it is to cheat the dealer. 
The dealer plays with a pack of 
cards which the player has had 
a chance to handle, and he nebs 
the backs of certain of them 
with sandpaper. The roufi^h 
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card adheres to the smooth one, 
and the fact that it does not 
move a hairsbreadth in the 
box enables him to know the 
card that is covered, and he 
plays accordingly. He can also 
play in the same manner with 
a new pack of cards without 
sanding them, as certain cards 
require a greater amount of 
ink than others (New York 
Slang Dictionary). 

Tell Chapman to crow I (Ame- 
rican). About fifty years ago, 
it was made the subject of a 
political revelation or scandal 
that an eminent Democratic 
politician (we think it was John 
Van Buren) had written to an 
associate bidding him "teU Chap- 
man (an editor), io erovo" i.e,, to 
make a bluster and brag in his 
newspaper. This caused a great 
deal of laughter, and from that 
time " (Troir, Chapniaiif crow / " 
became a byword. From this 
originated the custom of an- 
nouncing political victories by 
putting pictures of crowing 
cocks at the head of the column. 
Once an editor, named John 
Du SoUe, in Philadelphia, an- 
nounced a Democratic victory, 
only unfortunately " a little too 
previously," as it appeared a 
few hours after that the Demo- 
crats had lost the battle of the 
ballot . More unfortunately still, 
Colonel Du SoUe had ordered 
the •' rooster " crowing to be put 
at the head of the "grand vic- 
tory and overwhelming defeat," 
but in the haste of *' making 
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up," the typo put it in upside 
down, so that the cock of 
triumph appeared like that de- 
scribed by Washington Irving 
as sprawling ignominiously on 
his back. From that time, per- 
haps, even here and there to 
the present day, a defeat is 
announced by reversing the 
gallant bird. 

Teller (pugilistic), a well-planted 
blow that tells. 

Each cove vos teazed with double duty, 
To please hb backers, yet play booty, 
Ven luckily for Jem a teller 
Vos planted right upon his smeller. 

— Aifutuorth: Rooktuood. 

Temples (Winchester College), 
explained by quotation. 

On the last night of term there is a bon> 
fire in Ball Court, and all the tetn^les 
or miniature architectural excavations in 
"Mead's" wall are lighted up with 
candle-ends. — Everyday Life in our PmB' 
lie Schools. 

Temps. For this there is no Eng- 
lish equivalent. HofFman, trans- 
lating Robert Houdm, writes 
that it is "the opportune 
moment for ciTecting a given 
disappearance or the like, un 
known to the spectators '* (" Con 
juring and Magic "). 

Ten-cent man, a (American), a 
small, narrow-minded, or trifling 
man. 

You can get more wind out of a ten- 
cent fan than you can from a $500 one. 
It's the same way with a ten-cent man, — 
Detroit Free Press. 

Tench (thieves), abbreviated from 
House of Detention. 
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Ten — Thanks, 



I fell at Isltworth for beinfi foand in a 
oooienratory adjoining a pariour, and got 
remanded at the tench. — Henley: J0t- 
Hngs/rvm Jail. 

Ten comnumdmeots (popular), 
fingers or nails. 

Tender-foot (American), one who 
is new to the country, a gnreen- 
hom or "griffin.'* Applied in 
the West to those whose feet 
are not yet accustomed to muoh 
walking, or probably to those 
unused to moccasins. 

Stehbtns fell an eaxy Tictim to the 
cigarette and smoked incessantly. The 
effect of the habit on him was not noticed 
until one day he fired at a ttnder.ffot 
from the East, three times in snccession, 
and missed htm every time. — Detroit Free 
Press. 

How an American ever expects to 
digest his food is a problem to a tender- 
foot, as they call us new-comera. — Pful' 
Ufs-WoUey: Trottingsefa Tender-fodt. 

A yell as I put my naked foot on a 
cactiis, and thus made my first acquaint* 
ance with a noteworthy member of the 
flora of the sandy prairies is a reminis- 
cence of that night, and I realised in a 
substantial form the nickname that is 
given to the new-comer out West of 
tender-foot or pilgrim. — A. Staveley Hill: 
From Home to Honte. 

Tenner (prison), a sentence of ten 
years' penal servitude. 

The speaker, in a staf^e whimper, would 
continue : "It's all riRht. Don't turn 
your head." Afier another journey round 
the rinff, he would again hiss : " How long 
have you jjot ? " 

* ' A tenner and my ticket," would be the 
reply. — Evening Nnvs. 

(Common), a ten-pound note. 

*' No money?" •' Not much ; perhaps 
a tenner." — Hughes: Tom Brtnvn at 
Oxford. 



AMili#(holdingoat hb hand): " Ei 
M.P. : *' Yes ; a inmer. 111 settle after 

the race." 
B.: *' All right What name T " 
M.P. : "Brown-Smith, R.H.A." 
B. : ** Oh, one of your bloomin' initiab 

U enoogh I '^—Sp^rHmg Tmu*. 

Ten-8trike (Americany, a fen-iertiat 
is the highest "< count" whioh 
can be made at the game of 
ten-pina. Applied to a very 
lucky hit at anything, or to an 
unusual stroke of success. 

Oh, TOt tsh an dis earthly pliasT 

Oh, vot ish man's soodcceasT 
Oh, vot ish vmrions kinds of dingi T 

Und vot ish hoppinetsT 
Ve find a pank-note in de shtreet. 

Next dings der pank Ish preak, 
Ve falls and knocks oar ontiidi in, 

Ven ve a temrsktrike make. 

—The Breitmmmn BeOlmda. 



Ten np I (Stock Exchange). If a 
broker's credit is at all shaky, 
or it is thought he is unable to 
carry out his contracts, he is 
required to lodge ten per cent. 
of any stock bought before the 
contract can be considered valid. 
This is called Un up, 

Teni (tinker), coaL 

Terry (tinker), a heating-iron. 

Tertians. Vide Bbjakt. 

Teviss (costers and tramps), a 

shilling. 

Thanks, no (society), an expres- 
sion meaning one does not in- 
tend to be taken in. There are 
variations of this, as **Not in 
these boots," ftc. 



Thari — There. 
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Thari (tinker), to talk, language, 
conversation. Also bug. ** Can 
yon tliari Shelta, sublee?" — 
"Can you talk Shelta, man?" 
" Do yon grani the Minklan 
f/ianT' — "Do yon know the 
tinkers' tongnc f " 

Thatch (popular), a person's hair ; 
well thaiehedt with a good head 
of hair. Also a straw hat. 

That-side (pidgin), there. " That 
sidey sittee he compladore." 
Thii-side, here. " Hab makee 
stop fhu iide." 

That's too rich for your blood 
(American), too good for any 
one. 

You go a ▼isitin' Miss Perlcinblower I 
You makin' calls on a judge's daughter I 
Thai's too rich/or your blood— 'wYij^ they'll 
jest tell the servant to carry you out on a 
chip and heare you into the bam* yard. — 
l^'cwspaptr Story : MS. AmericamtmSp 
by C. Leland Harrison. 

That's where your toes turn in 
(American), one of many popu- 
lar expressions, equiyaJent to 
**That is where you make a 
mistake." 

" My frens," continued the speaker, "de 
rich man walks on welwet ca'pets, an' he 
sots doun on stuffed cheers, an' he has 
Saratoga 'taters ebery meal. He jists rolls 
in ham an' eggs, an' he walks all ober fri* 
cassed chicken. De poo' man walks on a 
bare flo', sots on a hard cheer, an' his 
'taters am biled wid de hides on. Yet who 
am de happiest 7 You will say de rich man, 
of co'se— but da(s vuhaf' ytr toes turn im, 
—Detroit Fret Press, 

Theatre (thieves), a police court. 
(Army), Irish theatre, the guard- 
room. 



Theddy, tedhi, thedi (tinker), fire. 

There's no knowing what an 
ox may do (American). This, 
which was' once a popular ex- 
pression, may still be heard 
occasionally in New England. 

"There was once a Yankee 
in Montreal who was about to 
race horses with an Englishman 
for a thousand dollars a side. 
Two days before the run was to 
come off, the Yankee learned 
that his horse had not a ghost 
of a chance to win. While 
walking about town, he saw an 
immense prize ox adorned with 
ribbons, preceded by a band of 
music. This gave him an idea. 
He went to the Englishman, 
and proposed a preliminary ex- 
amination of both their ' beasts.' 
The Englishman assented, and 
said. • Well, show your horse.' " 

" ' Horse I ' said the Yankee. 
•I ain't got no horse. Why, 
Squire, don't you know — ^my 
critter's an ox. Didn't you see 
him goin' about town this arter- 
noont' 

** The Englishman was bewil- 
dered. He had seen the ox, 
and believed the Yankee. ' The 
race is off I ' he exclaimed. ' I'll 
run my animal against any 
horse, but there's no knowing 
what a d d ox may do I ' 
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There you ain't (popular), this 
expression expresses a failure. 
It is the converse of "There you 
are" {q.v,). 

I saw a lady, I rote my cadie, 
1 went like thn, and then 1 did a wink. 
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There — Thimble, 



I said you're ta»t>', very tasty, 

Then pru{K>^d adjourDing for a drink. 
But fthe Wiu ktuck up, and turned her 
Do«e up, 
And tried to look as though she were a 
saint, 
I did just what I thought, but she %rasn't 
quite my sort. 
So tturey<m ain't, tktrtyou €unt^ tktrt 
you asm't. 
—Music //ail Ba/laJ {Francis ^ Day). 

There you are (popnlar), meaning 
that you arc all right. *' Manage 
it properly, and t/iere yoit are,** 

Nod politely, but do it nicely. 

And if the chance occurs, just do a wink ; 
Don't Ijc hasty, but if it'K tasty. 

Try within your own her arm to link. 
While you're talking, and onward walking. 

Be careful that you do not go too far, 
And if the girl's the proper sort, and you 
do just what you ought, 
Why, tkirrt youare, thert you are^ there 

y^m arc. 
—Music //all Ballad {Francis ^ Day). 

Thick (popular), cocoa. (Common), 
intimate. 

** You haven't been round to see me so 
often as you used to?** 

" No ; I've made a new set of acquaint- 
ances." 

•* What's that to do with it?" 

"Well, you see, they're very thick. The 
consequence is, I'm either hoodman or 
getting over an attack of D.T." — Bird o' 
Freedom. 

To lay it on Hdck^ to flatter in 
an exag^enitetl manner. (Win- 
chester College), a thidc, a stupid 
fellow. 

Thick 'an (common), a sovereign. 

** Have you suflicient confidence in me 



have never seen, which was tokl to me for 
noChing by a man that it didn't belong to 
~S/oriin£ Times. 



to lend me a sovereign ? 



It 



Oh! >-es. 



I've the confidence, but I haven't the 
thick 'un."—Atkin : House Scraps. 

I forfeited three thick 'ufts entrance fee 
at Alexandra Park over a horse which I 



murderiiis^ (army), the 
(now extinct) military train. 

Thiering-irons (old), scissors. 

BUI placed his canister under the tkiev- 
ii^inms, while Dick and the barber gaTc 
play to their velvets.—/. Burrowes: Life 
in St. George* s Fields. 

Thilly (tinkers), a make-weight. 

** You're welcome to your fun this 
momin', Jim," replies Jack, " but wouldn't 
you have the halt, and that bit of a spavin 
your baste have, go agin one another T and 
maybe you'd give us a pair of specs a blind 
hone could see wud, by way of a tkil/y; 
for 3rour hunther will soon want that same 
sort of a spy-glass." — Sporting Times. 

Thimble. This, in canting, gene- 
rally means a watch. The 
gypsies, however, apply it to 
both watch and pfirse; and 
this confusion of terms is also 
to be found occasionally among 
thieves in America. It is pro- 
bable that the Romany word 
meaning purse is by far the 
oldest, since in Hindn zomiif 
is a purse or wallet. Gypsy is 
popularly supposed to be a mtf- 
Xangt of many languages; but 
in the Anglo -Romany about 
forty -nine words out of fifty 
are not merely Hindustani, but 
to a very great extent indeed 
Hindi • Persian, approximating 
often much more closely to an 
old form than modem Hindu 
itself. This was the opinion of 
the late Professor S. H. Palmer. 



Thimble-rigger — Three, 
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Thimble-rigger (common), a 
sharper who practises the tAtm- 
bU-rifjf a cheating game, played 
thus : A pea is x)laced on a table, 
and the man rapidly covers it 
successively with three or four 
thimbles, which are then laid 
on the table. You are then 
asked to point out the thimble 
which is supposed to cover the 
pea, but which is concealed 
under the cheat's nail or up his 
sleeve. 

The iK>or trumpery beggars — conv^ed 
clowns, and dog-stealers, and tramps, and 
thimbU - riggers — a poor out - at - elbows 
crew.—/. Greenwood: Dick Temple. 

Thimble-twister (thieves), a thief 
who steals watches from the 
person. 

Things, the (thieves), base coin. 

Thin 'un (popular and thieves), 
half a sovereign. 

Thirteen clean shirts, getting 
(prison), three months' impri- 
sonment, shirts being changed 
once a week in prison. 

Thoker (Winton), a large, thick 
slice of bread, baked after being 
soaked with water. 

Thoke, to (Winchester College), 
to rest. Old provincial English 
(koky^ sluggish. A thokt is rest, 
lying in bed. (Winchester), to 
lie in bed late. But "to thxikt 
upon anything" is to look for- 
ward with pleasurable anticipa- 
tion to its enjoyment. 



Thomyok, tomyok (tinker), 
magistrate. Literally great 
head. 

Three-by-nine smile (American), 
a laugh or smile to the fall 
extent of the jaws. A pan on 
the word benign. 

*'Papa, don't you think yotuig Mr. 
Canter has a benign smile?" 

" Yes, my dear, scoen-by-nine. I never 
see him do it without wishing to throw a 
shovelful of com into his mouth." — Niw 
York Journal, 

I found Mrs. Langtry engaged in 
practising a new fall, and she smiled a 
three-hy-nine smile on me. — New York 
Morning JoumaL 

Three cheers and a tiger (Ame- 
rican). In the United States, 
after three cheers are given, it 
is usual to add a howl, called 
"the tiger" in order to in- 
tensify the applause. ' Bartlett 
gives a very meaningless ac- 
count of doubtful authenticity 
as to the origin of this phrase, 
saying that a man once cried 
to the Boston Light Infantry, 
" Oh, you tigers" and that they 
began to growl. The true 
origin seems to be as follows : 
Once the famous wit and poli- 
tician, S. S. Prentiss, being 
on a stumping tour, came to a 
town where there was a small 
menagerie on exhibition. This 
he hired for a day and threw 
it open to all comers, availing 
himself of the occasion to make 
a political speech. The orator, 
holding a ten-foot pole, stood 
on the tiger's cage, in the roof 
of which there was a hole, and 
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Three — Throttie. 



whenever the moltitade ap- 
pUaded oneof his "points" with 
three cheers, Mr. Prentiss poked 
the tiger, who uttered a harsh 
roar. From t his ikrft cheer t and 
a tiger spread orer the coontry. 
The writer had this anecdote 
from a relative of Mr. Prentiss, 
and can vouch for its authen- 
ticity. 



«« ' 



Three cheers and a tiger** are the in> 
icparable demonstrations of approbation 
on all festive ;tnd joyous occasions in New 
York. — Boston Ettnimg Post. 

The phrase, which was new 
in 1842, has become common 
since that time, and has ex- 
tended from New York to erexy 
part of the conntrj where 
political and social gatherings 
are held. 

Three - decker (booksellers), a 
three-volxune noveL 

Three draws and a spit (com- 
mon), a jocular phrase for a 
cigarette. 

Three-legrs^ed mare, the gallows, 
because originally formed of 
three parts. 

For the mart with three Ugs^ boys, I care 

not a rap, 
Twill be orer in less than a minute. 

— A insrvorth : Rookwood. 

Also called the "triple tree." 

Three-pair back (popular), a back 
room on third floor. 

So they eloped together from the work- 
house, and took shelter in a three-pair hack. 
— /. Height : Mornings at Bow Street. 



Three-ply (American), a Mormon 
name for a man with three wives. 
How the tkrte-pLjf system works 
is set forth in the following 
extract. 

Other wives again, through policy, and 
for their children's sake, become good girls, 
and jog along in misery as best they can. 
Bot when the lord after some time — shorter 
or longer— becomes somewhat cooled off 
in his affection for the "second," or per- 
haps sees another woman who strikes hb 
fancy, he at once feels the necessity of his 
still greater exaltation in both worlds, and 
becomes a three-ply. — New York Hermld. 

Three ride business, the crack 
way of running over hnrdles, 
in which joat three strides 
are taken mechanically between 
each hurdle. 

Three sheets in the wind (com- 
mon), originally a sea phrase; 
intoxicated, or nearly so. 

Many of these votaries of Bacchus were 
three sheets in the wind,-~Pumck. 

It should be enacted, in addition, that 
the drunkard should wear a badge, . . . 
kt the heralds invent a cc^;nisance for 
three sheets in the wind, — lUustreUed 
London News. 

A woman who scrubs 

Over lathery tubs. 
Though not of a bibulous mind. 

Has no cause to faint 

If folks make a coroidaint 
Of her having three sheets in the wind. 

— Bird o' Freedom. 

Three X's (army), the 30th Regi- 
ment of Foot, from the Roman 
numerals XXX. 

Throttle (popular), throat. 

Sam's throttle napt a rum one, bat the 
latter put in his one two with heavy effect. 
—Fierce Egan: Book 0/ Sports. 



Through — Tib, 
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Through a side-door (common), 
" the child came through a tide- 
door" i,e,, is illegitimate. 

Some wicked wretches say, but I 

My indignation smother, 
That I came thnmgh a side-daor^ 

Into this world from the other. 
—H. WiUon : Tkt Blessed Or^hoM. 

Throwing off (American gam- 
blers), a term used by gamblers 
when a capper is the partner of 
a sucker (dupe). The icapper 
can lose when he pleases, thereby 
throxoing off the sucker (New 
York Slang Dictionary). 

Throw off the belt, to (American), 
to stop a machine, to cause any- 
thing to cease. " Oh, just throw 
off the lelty and stop your wheels," 
i.c., cease talking. 

There seems to be a tolerably fj^eral 
demand that the controller of Lord Tenny* 
son's poetical machine should throw off" tfu 
belt.—Detnrit Free Press, 

Throw up a maiden, to (cricket), 
to bowl an innings without any 
runs being made by the batsman. 

Thrums (costermongers), three- 
pence. 

Thrups (popular), threepence. 

Thugs (American). This word is 
in the United States applied to 
the adherents of the natire Ame- 
rican party and others by their 
opponents, also to roughs and 
villains generaUy. 

Thumper (common), a gross false- 
hood. 



Thumpers (showmen, itinerants), 
dominoes. 

Thumping (common), very large. 

Thunderer, the (joumalistio), the 
Timet newspaper. This sobri- 
quet was given to the chief 
London daily because of the 
unusual force and vigour dis- 
played in a series of articles 
formerly contributed to its 
columns by Captain Edward 
Stirling. 

Thundering (common), very large, 
superlative. 

Yonns women employed in drapery 
establishments may be interested to leani 
that if their employer accuses them of 
telling tkundering^ lies, they are justified 
in leaving their situation without notice. 
—Globe. 

He took me into his confidence, with the 
professed object, as he himself declared, 
of proving to me " what a tkumdering fool 
he had been."—/. Greenwood: Tag-f Rag, 
^Co. 

Thunder-mug (American low), a 
chamber utensil. 

The first place our Sophomore got in his 
scenic work was on the slab fence opposite 
the Presbyterian Church. On the topmost 
slab he traced, in burning letters a foot 
long, "T. Williams and Son seU Bugs, 
Jogs, Rugs, and ThmuUr-Mufs. " A few 
ornamental flourishes that would have 
made Michael Angelo look about for a 
place in which to lie down and die, com* 
pleted the first venture. — l/e'd Pmint, so 
He Would: An American Story. 

Tib (old cant), a goose. 

On red shaaks and tihs thoo shalt every 
day dine. 

— ^//Mmr, «nrf dtesr Dell. 
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Tibby — Ticker. 



ALso " /•6 of the buttery." Tib 
\b pronncial Euglltih for a cxilf. 

Tibbj (popular), the head. 

I'm a chickaleery bloke with my one, two, 
three, 
Whitcchapel is the village I was bom 
in, 
For tu get m« on the bop, or my tibiy 
drop, 
You must wake up very early in the 
momin*. 

— The ChickaUery Cirve. 

It has been suggested that 
/i/»6y, or a thick skull, is dis- 
coverable in tibbadf thickness, a 
blockhead, explained in Shaw's 
Gaelic Dictionary published 
more than half a centur}' afi^o. 
More probably from tab^ tib, 
end piece. To ** drop on the 
tibby " is to startle or alarm any 
one, to take him unawares. 

Tib's Eve, on (popular), on the 
Greek Kalends, ue,, never, at 
no time. 

Tichbome's own (army), the 6th 
Carabineexs. 

Tick (common), credit " What is 
the damage of the ti'dk," what 
is the amount of the bill on 
credit. Tick is old English, now 
used slangily. 

I confess my tick is not good. — Sedlty: 
The Mulberry Garden ^ 1668. 

What, Timon, does old age begin t' ap- 
proach 

That thuu thus droop'st under one night's 
d<:bauch, 

Hast thou lost deep to needy rogues on 
tick^ 

Who ne'er could pay, and must be paid 
next week? 
— The Earl 0/ Rochester s Work*. 



When you've got lots of money 
You're a brick, brick, bride ; 
When 3rou've got lots cX. money 

All your friends to you will stick ; 
Bat when you've got no money 
All the world has lost its hooey, 
And you'll find your name is Dennis 
>^'hen you want ttck, tick^ tick. 

— Broadnde BeUlad*. 

Some dads leave houses to their sons. 

Mine ne'er left me a brick. 
And so just like my watch, by Jove, 
I always go on tick, 

—G. W. Hunt: The Custom 
o/tke Country, 

In the seventeenth century a 
ticket was a tradesman's bill or 
written acknowledgment of a 
debt or score, and hence the 
phrase on tiekety on trust, on 
account, on credit, on tick, sig- 
nified the same. In French 
slang the equivalent Is *' avoir 
I'ardoise," alluding to the slate 
on which accounts are recorded 
at wine shops. 

Your courtier is mad to take silks and 

velvets 
On ticket for his mistress. 

— Cotgrmve. 

No matter npon landing whether you 
have money or no— you may swim in 
twentie of their boats over the river upon 
ticket.— Decker: Gulfs Horn Book, 1609. 

Also a watch. Same in Ger- 
man cant. In French cant 
•* tocante." 

You knuw you'll buy a dozen or two of 
wipes, dobbin cants, or a farm, or a tick 
with any rascal. — Parker: Variegmied 
Characters. 

Ticker (thieves), a watch. 

For seven long years have I served them. 
And seven long years I have to stay, 

For meeting a bloke in our alley. 
And taking his ticker away. 

— Inscribed on a Prison IVali, 



Ticker — Tick. 



349 



"And alwa3rs put this in your pipe, 
Nolly," said the Dodger. " If you don't 
take foRles and tickers— i( you don't take 
pocket-handkerchers and watches — some 
other cove will." — CharUs Dickens : Oliver 
Twist. 

As it is, we're doing proper, and nicking 
our ten or a dozen tickers in the course of 
a single afternoon. — Funny Folks. 

(American University), one 
who does not know what he is 
talking about. 

Ticket (common and American), 
that's the tieket^ that is the pro- 
per thing, exactly what is re- 
quired. In this sense ticket is 
the equivalent of the French 
itiqueiU, of which the original 
meaning is label, notice posted 
up, hence arrangement, cere- 
monial. 

Quite the real ticket if the dons as 
wholesales the blncklead would make it 
up to sell in ha'porths and penn'orths. — 
Mayheut : London Labour and the Lon- 
don Poor. 

'• 'Deed, thai ain't the ticket ^ Miss Mary 
Jane," I says, "by no manner of means." 
— Mark Twain : Huckleberry Finn. 

" What's the ticket f " what is 
the programme? what is to be 
done? In French "quelle est 
la marche du bocuf gras?" 
alluding to the pageant and 
procession of the prize ox in the 
streets of Paris (now a thing of 
the past). (American), "what's 
the ticket on it?*' what is the 
price of it? what will be the 
result. (Theatrical), tkket night, 
a night on which the friends 
of the supers at a theatre 
are allowed to buy tickeU, on 
the understanding that it is 



some advantage to the supers, 
who have a percentage on the 
receipts. (Australian), to gO 
on a ticket, to be in favour of, 
to adopt the policy of. Pro- 
bably adopted from the United 
States. It signifies to make a 
thing one's policy. Thus Mr. 
Gladstone would be said to 
be "going on the Home Role 
ticket.'* 

Tickler (common), a small short 
poker used to save the orna- 
mental fire-irons. A regular 
tickler, a poser. (Popular), a 
whip. 

I don't recollect whether Mrs. Joe Oar- 
gery's tickler^ which was the terror of Pip's 
life, was minutely described in "Great 
Expectations." — Greenwood: In Strange 
Company. 

(American), explained by quo- 
tation. 

The drummer never travels without a 
tickler, which is not, as the name might 
seem to imply, a sportive term for a bowie* 
knife, but a small pocket ledger, in which 
are carefully noted all the debts incurred 
by the parties with whom the drummer 
does business; and which consequently 
enables him to refresh, or tickU, the 
memory of firms who are a little behind- 
hand with their payments. — Daily Tele- 
graph. 

Tickler, titler (gypsy and pro- 
bably provincial also), a butter- 
fly. Hindu tiUd, a butterfly. 

Ticks (sporting), debts. From 
tick, credit, or written acknow- 
ledgment of a debt. 

Tick up, to (popular), to put to 
one's account. 
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Tiddlywink — Tiger. 



It was bandad round, and everybody 
praised the ale. . . . Some adding that 
^ey would tick it up this time, but that 
the next time they happened to be pas»* 
lag they would be sure to call io and 
rob off the score. — //<wmA«A/ Words: 
Lod£Ml in Arw^att. 

Tiddlywink (pro\incial), a Icanng 
shop, where money is lent on 
goods without a pawnbroker's 
license. 

Tied his hair, that (tailors), that 
puzzled him, he had to give it 
up, could not do it. 

Tied his wool (tailors), vide Tibd 
HisHaib. 

Tie-drive, tie (American), timbers 
tied together, rafts. 

The " boys " are men engaged in land* 
ing ties thus floated down; and sitting 
around the red-hot stove, they make the 
evening jolly with songs and yams of ti*- 
driv€s and of wild rides down the long 
" V " flume.— /am/j Stevens : A rvunJ the 
World on a Bicycle. 

Tied up (popular), given over, 
finished. 

Tied up prigg^g (thieves), given 
over thieving. 

Tiffin (Anglo-Indian and pidgin), 
luncheon, at least in English 
households. Also to iiff^ to 
take luncheon. As there is 
no plausible or possible deri- 
vation of the word from any 
Eastern tongue, the authors of 
the Anglo-Indian Glossary be- 
lieve it to be a local survival 
of our old English colloquial or 
slang term. Grose (1785) de- 



fines t%ffi,ng as eating or drink- 
ing out of meal time, or, as 
Americans would say, ** drink- 
ing in between drinks.*' To 
take a little iiff is an old- 
&shioned term for such a mere 
bit and sup (especially the sup) 
in the United States (<t/, old 
English for a draught of liquor. 
Also i\S^t common in America), 
where it has certainly no Anglo- 
Indian connection. It is pro- 
bably an old derivations from 
the same root with *'tip" 
and *' tipple." To tig or take 
luncheon is correct. To dj^n is 
. generally used by lady-novelists 
who have not been in India, 
and it is denounced as ''bad 
grammar, according to Anglo- 
Indian use,*' in^the Anglo-Indian 
Glossary. The Anglo • Indian 
word ixffiu^ according to G. 
A. Sala, is in common use in 
hotel advertisements in South 
Africa. 

Lawn-tennis, picnics, and flirtation fill 
up the time of the poor expatriated wives 
and daughters from tiffin to afternooa 
Xxa^^Deuly TeUgrapk, 

Tiger (workmen). The navvies 
call streaky bacon by this name. 
Yidt Thb£E Chesbs and a 

TlOEB. 

(American), to fight the ixger^ 
to gamble with professionals. 
From the stripes on a faro table. 

Tiger Bay, one of the slums of 
London. 

As soon as her eyes are open in the morn- 
ing, the she^reature of Tiger Bay seeks 
to cool her parched mouth cot of the gin* 
bottle; and "— — your eyeSy let us have 



Tight — Tilbury. 
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some more gin ! " is the prayer she nightly 
utters before she staggers to her straw, 
to snore like the worse than pig she is. — 
Stvtn Curses of London. 

• 

Tigers, Bengal (army), the 17th 
Foot, from their badge. 

Tight (common), drunk. 

And I lie in such pose 

On my pallet to«night 
(With my boou unremovedX 

That you fancy me tij^i — 
And I rest so at large 

On my pallet to-night 
(With my head to its foot). 

That you fancy me t^At — 
That you frown as you look at me, 

Thinking me //^A/. 

— Funny Folks, 

He's had his day, and had his night, 
And now when he did get tight, 
He used to go it proper right. 
Did grandfather ! 
— C. //. Ross : Tht Hmltands 
Boat. 

In about half-an-hour they were as thick 
as thieves again, and the tighter they got, 
the lovinger they got. — Mark Twain: 
Huckleberry Finn. 

This corresponds to the French 
slang word **rond," dronlc, t.e., 
distended by drink. Mr. George 
Augustas Sala teUs an amusing 
story of Macready in connection 
with this word. To enable the 
reader to understand the point 
of the anecdote, it is essential 
to state that in America there 
is a harmless bird called a 
peep, which, in consequence of 
being purblind, flies in a groggy 
and erratic manner, continually 
striking its wings against the 
branches of trees. Hence it is 
popularly known as the boozy 
bird. 



While playing in Philadelphia, 
Macready was much distressed 
by the actor who played Horatio 
being very drunk. Coming off 
the stage, the star encountered 
the manager, to whom he pointed 
out the peccant player. 

*'Do you see that beast, sir?" 
inquired the enraged tragedian, 
pointing to the drunken Horatio. 

"I do, sir," replied the man- 
ager ; '*and I gpiess he's (1^^ as 
a peep." 

" Oh, indeed 1 " growled Mac. 
" I was not aware that that was 
the gentleman's name ; but it's 
my private opinion, sir, that 
Mr. Titus Peep is as drunk as a 
lord 1 " 

(Popular), ''blow me tight!'' 
an exclamation. A variation of 
"jigger me tight I" which origin- 
ally was probably obscene. 

" Good people, he disowns me — he's a false, 

deceitful churl I 
And if that's not right — well, bl<nu m4 

tight I " She was a vulgar girl ! 

— sporting Tinus. 

Tightener (general), a meal, or a 
hearty meal. 

Why I've cleared a "flatch-enork "(half 
a crowuX but "kool esilop" Oook at the 
police), namnius (be off), I'm going to do 
a tightener (liave my dinner). — Diprou : 
London Life. 

« 

(Popular), do the tightener^ to 
dine. 

Tight fit (Vermont University), a 
good joka The one telling it is 
said to be ** hard up.' 



I* 



Tilbury (old cant), a sixpence. 
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Tik — Time. 



TOe (common), m bat flometimes 
alBo used for any head corering 
by the lower ordeni. 

At a few minutes before ooe, Sam threv 
hu ttU into the ring. — Pitftt Egam : Book 
ofSporiM. 

}dbn. Lord Kinule, 

A «ta]»ari old Laroo. who actiof as 

heochman 
To one of oor early kings, killed a bif 

Frenchmaa : 
A feat which his Majesty deij^^ing to 

smile on, 
Allowed him henceforth to stand with his 

tile on. 

—Ingoldsby Legends. 

Tried to get to the bottom of the three- 
card trick, but fellow was too deep a card. 
Got my new tile flattened by a fellow 
taking me for a welsher. — Moonshine. 

The comparison of the head 
to a house or habitation is ob- 
vionsly appropriate and familiar. 
Thus the metaphor of a tiU^ as 
the covering of the house or 
head, is not incongruons. The 
hat, or tiltf as used in this sense, 
is erroneously supposed to be a 
corruption of pantile or sugar- 
loaf, because hats shaped like 
a sugar-loaf were sometimes 
worn. By a similar metaphor 
the hat, and sometimes the hair, 
wascallcdthc "thatch," and less 
commonly the "slate." The 
similarity in idea of many ex- 
pressions of the slang of dif. 
fercnt nations, is exemplified in 
this as in other instances. Thus 
in French argot, ardoise, a slate, 
stands for hat or cap, as well 
as tile^ and in Spanish cant 
tejadot or Ueho^ is literally a tile- 
roof. Dr. Brewer thinks tile is 
from Saxon ti^f/, to cover, to 



which is due the English pro- 
Tincial Uag^ an article of bead- 
dress. 



TOe-friakiiifi: (tbieres), 
hats from balla. 



** What's the pcocTamme ? ** 

Dode to the Baby HipfM, Ust 

nftcnkooQ. 
*' Going oo a drcnlar tour." 
" Personally coodoctedT Black 

Case of tiU-friskimf, I suppoae?' 

if Frtedotm, 



Tile loose (common), to haTe a 
%He loo9e, to be slightlj deranged. 
Also a ** tile off ** or slate loose.*^ 



Qoestiooed by Mr. Finlay, 
the feather came from Mooat Calvaiy. 
She thought the major had got a tile iMve. 
--Daify TelegTwM- 

TiU-sneak (thieves), a rogue that 
robs tills. 

Tilt on, to (American), to tumble 
on, come across, meet. From 
to tilt up, or tilt over. 

If there are any blooming yotinc Beech- 
ert, or flourishing clerical codes, n^io expect 
a hen-reward for their derotion, let thca 
beware, lest when they ti/t oh something 
extra sweet, they tilt up. Tilting on and 
tilting up, my young friends, is by far too 
laTourite a vanity among you alL — Strmom 
h Don the Third. 

Timbers (popular), the legs. Also 
"stems," "pegs." 

Timber-tmied (musical), said of a 
person who has a heavy wooden 
touch on the piano, or other 
instrument. 

Time of day (popular and thieves), 
that's the iimt of day, that's the 
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thing, how matters stand, or 
ought to stand. 

Pop that shawl away in my castor. 
Dodger, so that I may know where to find 
it when I cut; that's the time qfday! — 
DidUns : Olivtr Twist. 

To know the timt of day, to 
be wide-awake ; to be put up to 
the time of day, to be initiated, 
made expert. Alluding to teach- 
ing a child how to tell the time 
from a clock. Compare with 
**to know what's o'clock." 

Then " Royal " Prcscot dares the fray, 
And teaches us the time of day. 

— St. HeUfCs lAUiitm. 

" To be fly to the timt of day" 
to be initiated, expert. 

Who should I meet but a jolly blowen 
Who ytrks^y to the time of day. 

~ iV. Maginn : Vidocg's Song. 

Timer (thieves), used in the phrase 
first, second, &c., timer. 

Time, to do (thieves), to serve out 
a term of imprisonment. 



money. Also 



Tin (general), 
"pewter." 

We never put tin on a horse to win, 
Lack of oof explains it partly. 

But the horse that will be in the final three, 
Is the one that races Smartley. 

^sporting Times. 

(Pidgin), thin, x.e., light, not 
heavy, short weight. Probably 
the origin of the American phrase 
"too thin," i.e., shallow, wanting 
in reason. " That excuse is too 
thin.^'' " You talkeo my t*at one 
catty ginger — t'at too tin he hllo 
samcc play, pidgin — you want- 
chee cheatee my, no can do." ' 
VOL. IL 



Tindal (Anglo-Indian), a native 
petty-officer of lascars, or the 
overseer of a gang of labourers. 

Tinge (tailors), special per- 
centage allowed to drapers' as- 
sistants when old or damaged 
stock is sold. 

Tin-horn lot, a (American, West- 
em), a term used to express 
contempt, implying that the 
one " contcmpted " is a small- 
minded, mean fellow. In Lon- 
don " tin-pot." 

There wasn't none of this small-minded 
scraping mid shaving, and adding up and 
keeping tally. Them as got it paid, and 
them as hadn't it didn't, and that's there 
was to it ; and if anybody said anything 
ugly about it, you just blowed the top of 
his head off, and set up the drinks, and 
there was an end of him. As to these here 
Califomians that's come out sin(}e then— 
they're a tin-horn lot compared, half Jew, 
half Chinaman, on'y fit to uke their plea- 
sure in a one-horse hearse.—/^. Francis T 
Saddle and Moccasin. 

Tinkers' news (common), news 
that has been heard or told be- 
fore. In Scotland the term is 
"pipers' news," the idea being 
that information supplied by 
these people soon gets stale on 
account of their peregrinatory 
habits. 

Tinkler (common), explained by 
quotation. 

"Hark I" cried the Dodger at this 
moment, •' I heard the tinkler:' . . . Tlie 
bell was rung %!g9Sai.— Dickens : Oliver 
Twist. 

French thieves call a bell 
** une retentissante." 

Z 
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Tin— Tip. 



Tin-pot (common), low, mean, M 
a rifi-po< game ; worthless, as in 
a a'fi-pol company. 

I shall have correspondents all over the 
world, and I shall hare tnformatioa of 
every dodge goin', from an emperor's am- 
bition to a tin-pct company bubble. — Thg 
G^UUn Butterjfly. 

Most of the men whom one met at the 
Castle had been under the patronage of 
sportsmen amongst the Upper Ten, and 
no tin-^t heroes cottld get a footing. — 
Sp0rting Li/e. 

(Naval), a contemptuous term 
for an ironclad. 

Tip (general), a bribe or gratuity 
to servants or others, in reward 
for services or information fur- 
nished or expected. From tipe, 
to toss, as money was at one 
time commonly thrown to ser- 
vants. The word is so exten- 
sively used as to be hardly slang. 

Even instances have come to our notice 
of men in a good position in society being 
blackmailed when returning home late, and, 
under the threat of being run in as drunk 
and disorderly, giving the necessary H^ 
rather than have to go to the police-station, 
and perhaps get their names brought pro- 
minently before the public. — Saturday 
Rtvirw. 

We do not desire to suggest that a 

judicious tx^ from Miss to Constable 

E , when he first addressed himself to 
her, would have released her from the 
further effects of his zeal. — Tht IVorld. 

In the sporting world, tip has 
also the signification of private 
information, on the chances of 
a horse winning, supposed to 
be derived from some trust- 
worthy source. Straight iipt 
direct information from the 
owner or trainer of a horse, 



and generally direct informar 
tion or hint cm any snbjeot. 
From tip, a cue, in showman's 
slang. 

I don't know how be knows about bones, 
bat he does ; he b generally right. He's 
a tout — makes it his living going round 
giving tips.— PaU Mall GoMttU. 

No matte/ what paper or toot 
Take only the /i> from " Truthful Ji 
He is up to all the dodges and games, 
And money's not wasted by "Trnthfol 
James." 

-Spprting Th 



(Popular), to sling the ftp, to 
give information, give a hint. 

Kim here, you confounded young josser, 

tk hile straight 
From the shoulder I xlingty&u tk* tip. 
As regards a bad habit you've taken of 

late. 

— Sloptr^x Vagarus. 

(Common), that's the Hp^ that 
is the proper thing to do; to 
miss one's f ip, to miss one's op- 
portunity, fail. (Old), a tip^ 
a drink. Provincial English 
diminutive, tipp2«. 

Miss (with a glass in her hand)— *' Hold 
your tongue, Mr. Neverout, don't speak 
in my tip."—Svuift : Palitt CmntruUitm. 

Tip and a bopatte (provincial), a 
shop in country villages, where 
everything may be had from a 
shirt to a lucif er match. 

Tip a, stave, to (conmion), to sing. 

Miss Amy can also tip you a statu 

with an ability something above the com- 
mon. — Fmm. 



Tip one*s boom off. 

Tip. 



Vide To 



Tipper ary — Tip, 
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Tipperary lawyer (Irish), a blad- 
geon or shillelagh. 

Next he produced a shillelagh — a real 
Tipptrary lawygr—andf taking off his hat 
and turning back his cuffs, he proceeded 
to wield it in a defiant manner, finally 
bringing it down with a sounding thwack 
on the lid of the japanned box.— Z^oi^ 

Tippcry (common), payment. 

In plain words, he wished to have the 
/»>/rry for his toggery.— /. Height: Morn- 
ings at Bow Sirggt. 

Tipping (American). "Tipping 
about on her toes." Used In 
Philadelphia to mean a mincing 
gait. This agrees, certainly by 
mere accident, with the Yiddish 
tippdn, to come and go (Hebrew 
tap<ypK)t walking with a minced 
or tripping gait. (Public and 
military schools), it is tipping^ 
it is first-rate, jolly. 

Tipster (turf), an agent who pro- 
cures special information for 
his clients on the condition of 
horses, their capabilities, &c. 

It is an open secret that tipsiers pay for 
their advertisements on an unusually high 
scale. — Bird o' Freedom. 

" Sir, I am a tipster!" he said proudly. 
" I seldom iitX. for myself." — SportiMg 
Times. 

Tip the double, to (common), to 
decamp. 

In plain words he fairly tipped *em the 
double i he was vanished. — /. Wig^t : 
Mornings at Bow Street. 

Tip the little finger, to (slangy 
Australian), to drink. The ex- 
pression is taken from the posi- 



tion of the little finger in 
emptying a glass. When a man 
takes to drink, or injures his 
position or business by drinking 
too much, Australians say that 
he is a little too fond of tipping 
the liUU finger. 

Tip, to (common), to giye, oonTey. 
There are many applications of 
this word in. English, which 
may be translated by "give." 
Thus "eip the wink," a silent 
request to act with caution, or 
to abstain from crediting all 
that is said. Very old. In 
CoUey Gibber's " Flora, or Hob 
in the Well," ii. 2, the servant 
says, "Know you, sir I Why, 
I bought one of your ballads 
for her, and she tipt the wink 
upon me, with as much as to 
say, desire him not to go till 
he hears from me." 

Sudden she storms I she raves! You tip 

the winh ; 
But spare your censure : Silia does not 

drink. 

— Po/e*s Moral Essays. 

At which words Sextus tipped me the 
wink, but I did not observe that Licinius 
was at all displeased with them. — Valerius. 

As we went by our house I wished I 
hadn't sent Mary Jane out of town ; be- 
cause now, if I could tip her the wink, 
she'd light out and save me. — Mark 
Twain : Huckleberry Finn. 

" Tip US your fin," shake 
hands. Also **tip us your 
daddle," or " your flipper," &o. 

Tip us your daddle. 
She tipped me her sweet little paw. 

Old Bottleblue tipped me his flipper, 
and 'oped I'd refreshed and all that.— 
Punch. 
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Tip — Tizzy. 



Tip me the cUnk like a dlmber mort or 
you are trim a ken for the gentry-cove, he 
u no lonswreanlo, or I am a kinchin. — 
Beacotufieli : Vetutia, 

To give a gratuity. 

*• Which they're the very moral of Chris- 
tyuns, sir ! " observed Mrs. Tester, who was 
dabbing her curtseys in thankfulness for 
the lart;e amount with which our hero had 
/«>/*-*/ her. ~C. Bedt: Verdant Grttn. 



'•What's the iij^V what is 
to be given or paid, same as 
* * what's the damage ? " (Popu- 
lar and thieves), to (/p the cole, 
to j>ay money. 

For when that he hath nubbed us. 
And our friends tip him no cole, 
He takes his chive and cuts us down. 
And tips us ii.to the hole. 

— The Life and Death of tfu Dark- 
man's Budge. 

To 'Wiji the cole to Adam 
Tyler," to pass the stolen money 
to an accomplice. To " tip the 
loaver," to pay money. 

. . . Just by sweetening them, smd then 
they don't mind tipping the loaver. — 
Afaykew : L<mdon Labour and tht Lon- 
don Poor. 

(Popular), to tip one's boom 
off, to depart, from a sailor s 
phrase. 

Tip-top (common), of the best 
kind, first-rate. 

Tip-top swells used to come among us, 
and no mistake; real noblemen, sir. — 
Mayhe'A*: Louden Labour and the Lon- 
don Poor. 

Pcrliaps a tip-top cracksman be, 
Or go on the high toby. 

— The Song of the Young Prig. 

Tip -topper (popular), a gentle- 
man, one of the best class, first- 
rate. Also "topper." 



Tip up, to (popular), to pay. 

" Come on," whispered Mouldy, first 
looking up and down to see that we were 
not observed ; "//> «/, Smiffield." 

*' Tip up I" I repeated, in amazement, 
seeing that he as well as Rip^ton were 
looking perfectly serious. 

*' Fork out," said the boy last mentioaed. 
^Tke Little Ragamuffins. 

Tire, to be tired (American), to 
be afraid of, alarmed at, timid. 

" Sir, I thank you for not giving him 
your gun (revolver). Perhaps yoo saved 
my life." Then getting ferocious, "Not 
that I'm scared at him." Then a short 
silence, and glaring fiercely at me, " Nor 
of you either. I've seen cow-boys, bigger 
men than you, and with bigger hats too 
— but they didn't tire me. No, they 
didn't tire me any." — Morley Roberts : 
The li^estem Avemus. 

Tish (Oxford MiUtary College), 
partition or cubicle. 

Title-page (printers), a face. A 
well - displayed title'' pcige is a 
handsome, open face. 

Titter (popular), a girL 

Only a glass of bitt«- 1 

Only a sandwich mild ! 
Only a stupid titter! 
Only she's not a child 1 

— Song: Only a Pen$^ 
Blossom. 

From tit, used by Dryden as 
a contemptuous term for a girL 
Wright gives tit as provincial 
for smart or proud girl ; a light 
tity a strumpet. Probably from 
titmouse. Tytmose, the pud. 
fern. (Halliwell). 

Tizzj (conunon), perhaps a cor- 
ruption from tester, an old 
English word for a sixpence. 



Tiezy — Toco. 



357 



There's an old 'oman at the lodge who 
will show you all that's worth seeing— the 
walks and the toy cascade — for a ti*^. — 
Lytton : Tht Ccuctons. 

Tizzj Poole (Winchester), an old 
term for a fives' ball. They 
cost sixpence, and were sold to 
the boys by a head porter named 
Poole. 

Toadsldn (American boys* slang), 
a five-cent postage-stamp. 

" Why, ma, don't you know what a 
totuUkin is ? " said Billy, drawing a dingy 
five-cent stamp from hb pocket. " Here's 
one, and don't I wish I had lots of 'em 1 " 
—Fitz-Hugh Ludlow: Little Brother. 

Toasting-fork or iron (common), 
a sword. 

If I had given him time to get at his 
other pistol, or his toasting-fork^ it was all 
up. — Hughes : Tom Broitm at Oxford, 

I served in Spain with the King's 
troopers until . . . and hung up my toast- 
ing-iron. — Thackeray', Pendennis. 

Toast, on (common), to have one 
on toast, to place another in a 
comer or dilemma. In America 
a very common phrase for any- 
thing nicely served. 

Toasty (studios) is said of a 

picture painted in very warm 

tints. French painters call this 

rdti, 

I 
Tobacco-curers (South Carolina), 

explained by quotation. 

*' Bams " were built or repaired, cheap 
thermometers — or terbacker kyorers, as 
they are called there — are bought, and the 
golden-leafed luxury — the bane of the 
revenue reformer — is cut from a thousand 
steep and stony hilkides, and hung in 
"chinked and daubed" air-tight bams. 
^Bird o* Freedom. 



Tobur, toba (showmen, &c.), the 
ground or field at fairs, hired to 
put the waggons on for show 
or circuses, or other al fresco 
entertainments, which does not 
amount to much, so that a man 
or manager is considered very 
bard up if he has not enough 
to pay the tobur. Gypsy tofter, 
the road, hence ground. 

Toby (cant), highroad. This 
word is as much in use as ever 
among "travellers," who now 
call it " tober." " Tober " is pro- 
bably the older word. Sec above. 

You are a capital fellow I and when the 
lads come to know their loss, they will 
know they have lost the bravest and 
truest gill that ever took to the toby.-^ 
Lytton : Paul Clifford. 

Toby consam (old cant), a high- 
way expedition. Toby^ highway. 

Tobyman (old cant), highwayman. 
Toby, the highway. 

All the most fashionable prigs, or toby- 
men, sought to get him into their set. — 
*tou: Paul Clifford. 



Lytton: Paul Clifford. 



Toco or toks (popular), to give 
toco, to thrash. From Italian 
tocco, touch, stroke, or stock, stick. 

The school-leaders come up furious, and 
administer toco to the wretched fags nearest 
at \\xnd..— Hughes : Tom Brown's School- 
Days. 

Dear Charlie, — Ascuse shaky scribble; I'm 

writing this letter in bed. 
Went down to the Square, mate, last Sun* 

day, and got a rare clump on the 'ed. 
Beastly shame, and no error, my pippin I 

Me cop it ! It's too jolly nun. 
When a reglar Primroser gits toko, one 

wonders wot DMjr/ there will come. 

"Pumh. 
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Toddle — Toffishness. 



Toddle, to (common), to be off, 
to walk. ProTincial EDglish, to 
walk with short iteps. 

"Then tMldle to bed as »oon as you 
Uke/' said Mr. Belcher. "Can yon fiod 
your way back?"— ZA^ LittU Rmgm- 

" We're a-going Hitchin way," said the 
companionable linker, "we'll toddle to< 
fcther.'*— /. Grtenroood: Ta^, Rag^ dr* 
Co. 

Toe-fil-tic (WintonK to tie string 
or cord to the toes of sleeping 
bovs with the object of waking 
them by pulling the string. 

Toeingf (pngilistio), Um,ng the 
scratch or mark, beginning the 
fight, that ist, placing one's foot 
on the scratch or line in a prize 
fight. 

Wednesday was "presentation day" 
at London University. The gentleman 
who gained the greatest applause on " tot' 
ini the mark " before the Chancellor was 
William Waterloo Wellington Rolleston 
Napoleon Buonaparte Guelph Satmders, 
B.A., and the clerk of the course was 
fairly out of breath when he had got to 
the end of this appalling cognomen. Even 
the sweet girl graduates smiled. — Sporting 
Times. 

(Common), toeing one, kicking 
one behind. 

Toff (popular), a dandy, a swell, 
one who appears welL Also 
toffci'y a well-dressed gay woman. 
Derived from the Yiddish or 
Hebrew <ojf, tov, <uw, literally 
good, and used in an extended 
sense which perfectly warrants 
its application to good or a fine 
appearance. Toff, good; Vofftr^ 
better; V^fftai, best; jom toff, 



good day, a festival ; toff peg, 
agoodgroschen; tof maU%9chim, 
fine clothes. A probable deri- 
vation is from to tiff, to deck 
oneself oat, or toft, a dressy in- 
dividuaL Toff, often applied to 
an over-dressed clerk or draper's 
assistant, who apes the swelL 
An old toff, an old beau. 

A magistrate recently Motcnced a 
woman, who made her hundredth appear- 
ance at the court, to fourteen days' hard 
labour. " You are an old #«^." warbled 
the lady, " and if yon fit thare kmg enooi^ 
I'll certainly treat you. I am now gomg 
to eat some bread and onions I have in ay 
pocket." " Saints preserve OS 1 ** groaned 
the magistrate. " Remove the lady with 
electric rapidity, gaoler, and get rid of 
those onions as quickly as possible," he 
continued. The gaoler obeyed orders, 
and as he re<ent«ed the cotut, a powetfal 
aroma floated round, and the worthy beak 
was heard to ejaculate " pah I "— /sn^. 

The sort of old toff us a cove would be 
proud of for a dad. — Punch, 

Up! sport-loving tojffit, tool your drags 
o'er the sward. 

And, forsooth 1 since a coster may dbow 
a lord, 

At Epsom, let coves who from White- 
chapel hail. 

Drive their nags and their baxrow dose • 
up to the raiL 

-Sporting 



Tofificky (popular), dressy, fine, 

nice. 

Toffishness (popular), explained 
by quotation. 

Taking the average, it may be set down 
at ten for each of the two hundred, or two 
thousand slices in all — thick slices, bear in 
mind : anything under an inch thick wouM 
be regarded with contempt by the bony 
young barrowman, and perhaps with an 
uncomfortable suspicion that you have de- 
signs to inveigle him into the detestable 
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wmys of gentility. He calls it ioffitkmtss. 
He is peculiar in his views in this respect. 
^-Grtenwood: In Strangt Company. 

Togged (popular), dressed. 

He was ioggd gnostically enough. — 
Scott : St, Ronan's WilL 

So I've iogg*^ in3rself up to the nines. 

— Punch, 

In London many female servants seldom 
remain long in one situation ; Just long 
enough to get togptd and fed up. Then 
my lady must have a spree for a few days. 
— Thor Frtdur: SktUhts from Skmdy 
Places. 

Shakspeare has toged^ gowned 

Toggery (popular and thieves), 

clothing. 

Next slipt off his bottom do'ing, 
And his ginger head topper gay. 
Then his other toggery stowing, 

Tol lol, &c., 
All with the swag I sneak away. 

— Bnrrowes: Vubc^sSong. 

But in Edward the First's days, I very 

much fear, 
Had a gay cavalier thought fit to appear 
In any such toggery—i^titxi 'twas term'd 

"gear"— 
H«'d have met with a highly significant 

sneer. 
Or a broad grin extending from ear unto 

ear, 
On the features of every soul he came 

near; 
There wu no taking refuge too, then, as 

with us, 
On a slip-sloppy day, in a cab or a 'bus. 
— Ingoidsty Legends, 

But take a pal's advice, and don't be over 
nice. 
Though your suit of toggery ain't a very 
flash 'un ; 
Yoifd better far put up with the rig than 
tear it up. 
And be measured for the latest " parish " 
fashion. 

— •/. Greenwood: A Night in a 
IVorhhouse. 



Toggy, togman (old cant), a coat. 

Togman (thieves), a cloak or 
coat. 

I towre the stnunmel trine upon thy 
nachbet and togman. — Harman : Ceeveai. 

Togs (common), clothes. 

Look at his togs ! Superfine cloth, and 
the heavy swell cut I Oh, my eye, what m 
game X— Dickens : Oliver Twist. 

"It mightn't spoil some sort of Ayr," 
I replied, with a scornful glance at poor 
Sam's wretched rags. *' I shouldn't like 
to get the soot over my clothes wot I wears 
of Sundays, so I tell yer. I'm going to 
have another suit to follow my trade in." 
— The Little Ragamuffins. 

My friend could play the fiddle and de- 
claim, and I can dance, whistle, and sing 
with anybody ; so, having obtained my 
pension, we bought an old violin and suit- 
able logs^ and started to do a bit of nigger 
minstrel business in the country, where 
such things are nearly unknown. — Thor 
Fredur: Sketches /rom Shady Pieces. 

Tog8 was nsed for garments 
in the time of Henry VIII. 
From the Anglo -Saxon tygan, 
or else from the same root with 
the Latin toga, a covering ; like 
tuffuriunij hut or rool Indo- 
Germanic tcg^ to cover; hence 
tegoj tegere. German dtuh^ a 
roof. "Thatch," and the Greek 
criyiff a roof, are of the same 
faniily. This word seems to be 
the same as the old term tugs, 
same meaning, as in under tug, 
a petticoat. Tug clothes, work- 
ing clothes. 

Also possibly from the Anglo- 
Saxon teog, material, staff, and 
tege, a binding, (tying {lig<Uura, 
rexut), Tpgan (Boswell), to tie 
together. Togged ont reminds 



/ 
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Tiddlywink — Tiger, 



It was banded round, and ererybody 
pcmiscd the ale. . . . Some adding that 
^ey would tick it up this time, but that 
the next time they happened to be pass- 
ing they would be sure to call in and 
mb off the score. — Uouukold Word* : 
Lodged in Hcwgate* 

Tiddlywink (pro\'incial), a leanng 
shop, where money is lent on 
goods without a pawnbroker's 
license. 

Tied his hair, that (tailors), that 
pozzled him, he had to give it 
up, could not do it. 

Tied his wool (tailors), v{d€ Tied 
HisUaib. 

Tie-drive, tie (American), timbers 
tied together, rafts. 

The " boys " are men engaged in land- 
ing tits thus floated down ; and sitting 
around the red-hot stove, they make the 
evening jolly with songs and yams of tie- 
drixHs and of wild rides down the long 
"V flume.— /am^i Stetvns : A rvund tAr 
World on a BicycU. 

Tied up (popular), given over, 
finished. 

Tied up prigg^g (thieves), given 
over thieving. 

TifiBn (Anglo-Indian and pidgin), 
luncheon, at least in EDglish 
households. Also to tiff^ to 
take luncheon. As there is 
no plausible or possible deri- 
vation of the word from any 
Eastern tongue, the authors of 
the Anglo-Indian Glossary be- 
lieve it to be a local survival 
of our old English colloquial or 
slang term. Grose (1785) de- 



fines tij^ng as eating or drink- 
ing out of meal time, or, as 
Americans would say, "drink- 
ing in between drinks.** To 
take a little tiff is an old- 
fashioned term for snch a mere 
bit and sup (especially the sap) 
in the United States (tiff, old 
English for a draught of liquor. 
Also iiftf conmion in America), 
where it has certainly no Anglo- 
Indian connection. It is pro- 
bably an old derivation # from 
the same root with ''tip'* 
and ''tipple.'* To tiff or take 
luncheon is correct. To tifin is 
x' generally used by lady-novelists 
who have not been in India, 
and it is denounced as "bad 
grammar, according to Anglo- 
Indian use," in^the Anglo-Indian 
Glossary. The Anglo - Indian 
word tifin^ according to G. 
A. Sala, is in common use in 
hotel advertisements in South 
Africa. 

Lawn-tennis, picnics, and flirtation fill 
up the time of the poor expatriated wives 
and daughters from tiffin to afternoon 
tea. — Daily TeUgraph, 

Tiger (workmen). The navvies 
call streaky bacon by this name. 
Yidt Three Cheebs and a 

TiGEB. 

(American), to fight the tiger^ 
to gamble with professionals. 
From the stripes on a faro table. 

Tiger Bay, one of the slums of 
London. 

As soon as her eyes are open in the morn- 
ing, the she-creature of Tiger Bay seeks 
to cool her parched mouth out of the gin- 
bottle ; and " -— > your eyes, let us have 
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some more gin ! " is the prayer she nightly 
utters before she staggers to her straw, 
to snore like the worse than pig she is. — 
Seven Curses of London, 

• 

Tigers, Bengal (army), the 17th 
Footj from their badge. 

Tight (common), drunk. 

And I lie in such pose 

On my (>allet to-night 
(With my boots unremovedX 

That you fancy me tight — 
And I rest so at large 

On my pallet to-night 
(With my head to iu foot). 

That j'ou fancy me tight — 
That you frown as you look at me. 

Thinking me tight. 

— Funny Folks. 

He's had his day, and had his night. 
And now when he did get tigfU^ 
He used to go it proper right, 
Did grandfather I 
— C. //. Ross: The HushamTs 
Boat. 

In about half-an*hour they were as thick 
as thieves again, and the tighter they got, 
the lovingor they got. — Marti Twain: 
HuckUberry Finn. 

This corresponds to the French 
slang word "rond," drank, i.e., 
distended by drink. Mr. Greorge 
Augustas Sala tells an amusing 
story of Macready in connection 
with this word. To enable the 
reader to understand the point 
of the anecdote, it is essential 
to state that in America there 
is a harmless bird called a 
peep, which, in consequence of 
being purblind, flies in a groggy 
and erratic manner, continually 
striking its wings against the 
branches of trees. Hence it is 
popularly known as the boozy 
bird. 



While playing in Philadelphia, 
Macready was much distressed 
by the actor who played Horatio 
being very drunk. Coming off 
the stage, the star encountered 
the manager, to whom he pointed 
out the peccant player. 

"Do you see that beast, sir?" 
inquired the enraged tragedian, 
pointing to the drunken Horatio. 

"I do, sir," replied the man- 
ager ; "and I guess he's iighl as 
a peep." 

" Oh, indeed 1 " growled Mac. 
" I was not aware that that was 
the gentleman's name ; but it's 
my private opinion, sir, that 
Mr. Titus Peep is as drunk as a 
lord 1 " 

(Popular), "blow me iighl l*' 
an exclamation. A variation of 
"jigger me tight/" which origin- 
ally was probably obscene. 

" Good people, he disowns me — he's a false, 

deceitful churl I 
And if that's not right — well, Slow me 

tight!" She was a vulgar girl t 

— sporting Times. 

Tightener (general), a meal, or a 
hearty meal. 

Why I've cleared a "flatch-enork "(half 
a crownX but "kool esilop" Oook at the 
police), namuius (be oflf)> I'm going to do 
a tightener (have my dinner). — Diprose : 
London Life. 

(Popular), do the tightener^ to 
dine. 

Tight fit (Vermont University), a 
good joke. The one telling it is 
said to be " hard up." 

Tilbury (old cant), a 8izx)ence. 
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Tile — Time, 



Tile (common), a bat, sometimes 
also used fot any head covering 
by the lower orders. 

At a few minutes before one, Sam threw 
hb tiU into the ring. — Pitrc* Egan : Book 
o/Sports. 

John, Lord Kinsale, 

A stalwart old Baron, who acting as 

henchman 
To one of our early kings, killed a big 

Frenchman : 
A feat which his Majesty deigning to 

smile on, 
Allowed him henceforth to stand with his 

tile on. 

—Ingoldsby Legends, 

Tried to get to the bottom of the three- 
card trick, but fellow was too deep a card. 
Got my new tile flattened by a fellow 
taking me for a welsher. — Moonshine. 

The comparison of the head 
to a honse or habitation is ob- 
viously appropriate and familiar. 
Thus the metaphor of a tHe^ as 
the covering of the house or 
head, is not incongruous. The 
bat, or (i^, as used in this sense, 
is erroneously supposed to be a 
corruption of pantile or sugar- 
loaf, because hats shaped like 
a sugar-loaf were sometimes 
worn. By a similar metaphor 
the hat, and sometimes the hair, 
was called the "thatch," and less 
commonly the "slate." The 
similarity in idea of many ex- 
pressions of the slang of dif- 
ferent nations, is exemplified in 
this as in other instances. Thus 
in French argot, ardoise, a slate, 
stands for hat or cap, as well 
as tile^ and in Spanish cant 
tejadot or teehOf is literally a tile- 
roof. Dr. Brewer thinks tiU is 
from Saxon tigd, to cover, to 



which is due the English pro- 
vincial ieag, an article of head- 
dress. 

Tile-frisldng (thieves), stealing 
hats from halls. 

"What's the programme?" said the 
Dude to the Baby Hippo, last Sattirdaj 
afternoon. 

" Going on a drcular tour." 

' * Personally conducted T Black Maria 7 
Case of tiU-Jrisking^, I suppose T "—A>«/ 
o' Freedom. 

Tile loose (common), to have a 
tUe lootCy to be slightly deranged. 
Also a *• tile off " or slate loose." 

Questioned by Mr. Ftnlay, witness said 
the feather came from Mount Calvary. 
She thought the major had got a tile hose. 
—Daily Telegraph, 

Till-sneak (thieves), a rogue that 
robs tills. 

Tilt on, to (American), to tumble 
on, come across, meet. From 
to tilt up, or tilt over. 

If there are any blooming young Beech- 
ers, or flourishing; clerical cocks, who expect 
a hen-reward for their devotion, let them 
beware, lest when they tilt on something 
extra sweet, they tilt up. Tilting on and 
tilting up, my young friends, is by far too 
favourite a vanity among you all.— ^rrm^w 
by Don the Third. 

Timbers (popular), the legs. Also 
"stems," "pegs." 

Timber-tuned (musical), said of a 
person who has a heavy wooden 
touch on the piano, or other 
instrument. 

Time of day (popular and thieves), 
that's the iimt of day, that's the 
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thlDg, how matters stand, or 
ought to stand. 

Pop that shawl away in my castor. 
Dodger, so that I may know where to find 
it when I cut; that's the ti$tu qfday!— 
Dickens : Oliver Tvnst. 

To know the time of day, to 
be wide-awake ; to be put up to 
the tinvt of day, to be initiated, 
made expert. Alluding to teach- 
ing a child how to tell the time 
from a clock. Compare with 
*'to know what's o'clock." 

Then " Royal " Prescot dares the fray, 
And teaches us the time of day. 

— St. Helens Lantern, 

" To be fly to the time of day,'* 
to be initiated, expert. 

Who should I meet but a jolly blowen 
Who wasy?y to the time qfday. 

— ]V, Maginn : Vidocq's Song. 

Timer (thieves), used in the phrase 
first, second, &c., timer. 

Time, to do (thieves), to serve out 
a term of imprisonment. 

Tin (general), money. Also 
"pewter." 

We never put tin on a horse to win, 
Lack of oof explains it partly, 

But the horse that will be in the final three, 
Is the one that races Smartley. 

^sporting Times. 

(Pidgin), thin, t.tf., light, not 
heavy, short weight. l*robably 
the origin of the American phrase 
"too thin," i.e., shallow, wanting 
in reason. " That excuse is too 
thin.'' " You talkeo my t'at one 
catty ginger— t'at too tin he kilo 
samce play, pidgin — you want- 
chee cheatee my, no can do." ' 
VOL. II. 



Tindal (Anglo-Indian), a native 
petty-officer of lascars, or the 
overseer of a gang of labourers. 

Tinge (tailors), special per- 
centage allowed to drapers' as- 
sistants when old or damaged 
stock is sold. 

Tin-horn lot, a (American, West- 
em), a term used to express 
contempt, implying that the 
one " contempted " is a small- 
minded, mean fellow. In Lon- 
don " tin-pot." 

There wasn't none of this small-minded 
scraping niid shaving, and adding up and 
keeping tally. Them as got it paid, and 
them OS hadn't it didn't, and that's there 
was to it ; and if anybody said anything 
ugly about it, you just blowed the top of 
his head off, and set up the drinks, and 
there was an end of him. As to these here 
Californians that's come out sinde then— 
they're a tin-horn lot compared, half Jew, 
half Chinaman, on'y fit to take their plea- 
sure in a one-horse hearse.— /*. Francis r 
Saddle and Moccasin. 

Tinkers* news (common), news 
that has been heard or told be- 
fore. In Scotland the term is 
" pipers' news," the idea being 
that information supplied by 
these people soon gets stale on 
account of their peregrinatory 
habits. 

Tinkler (common), explained by 
quotation. 

••Hark I" cried the Dodger at this 
moment, ''I heard the tinkler." , . . The 
bell was rung aisaisn.— Dickens : Oliver 
Twist. 

French thieves call a bell 
" une retentissante." 

Z 
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Tin— Tip. 



Tin-pot (common), low, mean, m 
a tifi'pot game ; worthless, as in 
a tin-pot company. 

I shall have correspondents all over the 
world, and I shall hare informatioa of 
every dodge goin', from an emperor's am* 
bition to a tin-pot company bubble. — Tki 
G^UUn Butterjfly. 

Most of the men whom one met at the 
Castle had been under the patronage of 
sportsmen amongst the Upper Ten, and 
no tin-pot heroes cottld get a footing. — 
Sporting L\fe. 

(Naval), a contemptuous term 
for an ironclad. 

Tip (general), a bribe or gratuity 
to servants or others, in reward 
for services or information fur- 
nished or expected. From tipe, 
to toss, as money was at one 
time commonly thrown to ser- 
vants. The word is so exten- 
sively used as to be hardly slang. 

Even instances have come to our notice 
of men in a good position in society being 
blackmailed when returning home late, and, 
under the threat of being run in as drunk 
and disorderly, giving the necessary tip 
rather than have to go to the police-station, 
and perhaps get their names brought pro- 
minently before the public. — Saturday 
Rtvirw. 

We do not desire to suggest that a 

judicious tip from Miss to Constable 

E- ■ , when he first addressed himself to 
her, would have released her from the 
further effects of his zeal. — Tht IVorld, 

In the sporting world, tip has 
also the signification of private 
information, on the chances of 
a horse winning, supposed to 
be derived from some trust- 
worthy source. Straight lip, 
direct information from the 
owner or trainer of a horse, 



and generally direct informa- 
tion or hint cm any subject. 
From tipt a cue, in showman's 
slang. 

I don't know how be knows about horses, 
bat he does ; he is generally rigbt. He's 
a tout— makes it his living going rouxKi 
giving tips.—PaU Mall GoMtttt, 

No matte/ what paper or toot 
Take only the tip from " Truthful Ji 
He is up to all the dodges and games, 
And money's not wasted by "Trotlifiil 
James." 

spirting Tix 



(Popular), to sling the tip, to 
give information, give a hint. 

Kim here, you confounded young josser, 

while straight 
From the shoulder I xlingty&u tk* tip. 
As regards a bad habit you've taken of 

late. 

— Sloptr^s Vagurifs, 

(Conmion), that's the etp, that 
is the proper thing to do ; to 
miss one*s ftp, to miss one's op- 
portunity, fail. (Old), a tip% 
a drink. Provincial English 
diminutive, tipple. 

Miss (with a glass in her hand)-— *' Hold 
your tongue, Mr. Neverout, don't speak 
in my tip." Swift : PoUt* Comftrsmtiott. 

Tip and a bopatte (provinoial), a 
shop in country villages, where 
everything may be had from a 
shirt to a lucifer match. 

Tip a, stave, to (conmion), to sing. 

Miss Amy can also tip you a stanfo 

with an ability something above the com- 
mon. — Fun. 

Tip one*s boom off. Fwie To 
Tip. 
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Tipperary lawyer (Irish), a blud- 
geon or shillelagh. 

Next he produced a shillelagh— a real 
Tipperary lawyer— and, taking off his hat 
and turning back his cuffs, he proceeded 
to wield it in a defiant manner, finally 
bringing it down with a sounding thwack 
on the lid of the japanned box. — Daily 
TtUgraph, 

Tippery (common), payment. 

In pbin words, he wished to have the 
/»>>^ry for his toggery.— /. Wight: Mom- 
ingt at Bow Strett, 

Tipping (American). " Tipping 
about on her toes." Used In 
Philadelphia to mean a mincing 
gait. This agrees, certainly by 
mere accident, with the Yiddish 
tippdriy to come and go (Hebrew 
tapoph), walking with a minced 
or tripping gait. (Public and 
military schools), it is tipping^ 
it is first-rate, jolly. 

Tipster (turf), an agent who pro- 
cures special information for 
his clients on the condition of 
horses, their capabilities, &c. 

It is an open secret that iipsiers pay for 
their advertisements on an unusually high 
scale. — Bird o' Freedom. 

" Sir, I am a tipsitrt" he said proudly. 
** I seldom J)et for myself." — Sporting 
Timti. 

Tip the double, to (common), to 
decamp. 

In plain words he fairly tipped **m the 
double i he was vanished. — /. Wight: 
Mornings at Bow Strut. 

Tip the little finger, to (slangy 
Australian), to drink. The ex- 
pression is taken from the posi- 



tion of the little finger in 
emptying a glass. When a man 
takes to drink, or injures his 
position or business by drinking 
too much, Australians say that 
he is a little too fond of tipping 
the little finger. 

Tip, to (common), to giye, convey. 
There are many applications of 
this word in. English, which 
may be translated by "give." 
Thus '*tip the wink," a sUent 
request to act with caution, or 
to abstain from crediting all 
that is said. Very old. In 
Colley Gibber's " Flora, or Hob 
in the Well," ii. 2, the servant 
says, "Know you, sir I Why, 
I bought one of your ballads 
for her, and she tipt the toink 
upon me, with as much as to 
say, desire him not to go till 
he hears from me." 

Sudden she storms 1 she raves! You tip 

tho wink ; 
But spare your censure : SUia does not 

drink. 

— Pole's Moral Essays, 

At which words Sextus tipped me the 
winht but I did not observe that Licinius 
was at all displeased with them. — Valerius, 

As we went by our house I wished I 
hadn't sent Mary Jane out of town ; be- 
cause now, if I could tip her the wink, 
she'd light out and save me. — Mark 
Twain : Huckleberry Finn. 



i( 



Tip US your fin," shake 
hands. Also "t/p us your 
daddle," or "your flipper," &o. 

Tip us your daddle. 
She tipped me her sweet little paw. 

Old Bottleblue tipped me his flipper, 
and 'oped I'd refreshed and all that.— 
Punch. 
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Tip me the clank like a dimber mort or 
you are trim a ken for the gentry-cove, he 
is no lanswreanlo, or I am a kinchin. — 
Beacotufieli : Vetutia. 

To give a gratuity. 

" Which they're the very moral of Chris- 
tyuns, sir ! " observed Mrs. Tester, who was 
dabbing her curtseys in thankfulness for 
the large amount with which our hero had 
tipped her.~C. Bed€ : Verdant Grttn. 



••What's the iijpV what is 
to be given or paid, same as 
* ' what's the damage ? ** (Popu- 
lar and thieves), to (/p the cole, 
to i>ay money. 

For when that he hath nubbed us, 
And our friends tip him no cole, 
He takes his chive and cuts us down. 
And tips us i;.to the hole. 

— The Life and Death o/tfu Dark- 
man's Budge. 

To *• ti}^ the cole to Adam 
Tyler," to pass the stolen money 
to an accomplice. To " ixjp the 
loaver," to pay money. 

. . . Just by sweetening them, smd then 
they don't mind tipping the loax'er. — 
May hew : London Labour and the Lon- 
don Poor. 

(Popular), to tip one's boom 
off, to depart, from a sailor's 
phrase. 

Tip-top (common), of the best 
kind, first-rate. 

Tip-top swells used to come among us, 
and DO mistake; real noblemen, sir. — 
At ay he iv: Loudon Labour and the Lon- 
don Poor. 

Perhaps a tip-top cracksman be, 
Or go on the high toby. 

— The Sang of the Young Prig. 

Tip -topper (popular), a gentle- 
man, one of the best class, first- 
rate. Also " topper." 



Tip up, to (popular), to pay. 

*' Come on," whispered Mouldy, first 
looking up and down to see that we were 
not observed ; **/// «i>, SmiflSeld." 

" Tip up I" I repeated, in amasement, 
seeing that he as well as Ripston were 
looking perfectly serious. 

*' Fork out," said the boy last raentioaed. 
^The LittU Ragamuffinx. 

Tire, to be tired (American), to 
be afraid of, alarmed at, timid. 

" Sir, I thank you for not giving him 
your gun (revolver). Perhaps yon saved 
my life." Then getting ferocious, " Not 
that I'm scared at him.** Then a shcHt 
silence, and glaring fiercely at me, ** Nor 
of you either. I've seen cow-boys, bigger 
men than you. and with bigger hats too 
— but they didn't tire me. No, they 
didn't tire me any." — MorUy RobtrU : 
The Western Avemus. 

Tish (Oxford Mihtary CoUege), 
partition or cubicle. 

Title-page (printers), a face. A 
well - displayed tUU*^page is a 
handsome, open face. 

Titter (popular), a girl. 

Only a glass of bitter I 

Only a sandwich mild ! 
Only a stupid titter! 
Only she's not a child I 

— Song : Only a Penny 
Blossom. 

From tit^ used by Dryden as 
a contemptuous term for a girL 
Wright gives tit as provincial 
for smart or proud girl ; a light 
txty a strumpet. Probably from 
titmouse. Tytmose, the pud, 
fern. (Halliwell). 

Tizzy (conunon), perhaps a cor- 
ruption from tester, an old 
English word for a sixpence. 



Zysay — Toco. 
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Lfim: TiiCaxtimt. 

Tizzy Poole (Winchester), aa old 
term for a fires' ball. They 
cost siipeoceT and vare sold to 
the bojs b J a head porter named 
Foole. 



ctnt sliunp from 



r 1 fiad givca 
-Hughi,: To, 



you knoir whil > 
ii 'pocket. "HcTc'i 
: .6i'/f'l BrtUur. 
iroD (common), 

1 lime lo gri « hii 



Toaat, on (common), to have one 
on tooAt, to place another in a 
comer or dilemma. In America 
a very common phrase for any- 
thing nicely served 

Toast? (studio?) is said of a 
pictnre painted in very wann 
tints. French painters call this 
rUi. 

Tobacco-carers (Sontb Carolina), 
explained by qnotation. 
"Bami" were buiU or repajrcd, cheap 

ihcy are called ihere— »re booghl, wid lh» 



TobuT, toba (showmen, &o.), the 
ground or field at fairs, hired to 

- pnt the waggons on for show 
or circoses, or other al frtito 
entertainments, which does not 
amount to much, so that a man 
or manager ts considered veiy 
bard ap it ha has not enongb 
to pay the lohxr. Gypsy (oAer, 
the road, beoce ground. 

Toby (cant), highroad. Tbls 
word is as mooh in use as ever 
among "travellers," who now 
callit "tober." " Tober " is pro- 
liablytbcolderword. See above. 



Toby coosam (old cant), a high- 
way eipcdition. TcAy, highway. 

Tobyman (old cant), highwayman. 

Tcls> Che highway. 

ALL iLic moil fasLiionabLi prigs, or laiy- 



ucep and iiony hiLLjidci 
"chinked and dubcd" 
—Birdt' Fmitm. 



Lyiion: PaulClifftrd. 

Toco or toks (popolar), to give 

toee, to thrash. From Italian 

tDeco,tonch,Bttol[c.or (Coal, stick. 

Tlie ichDol-lcadcn come up rnrioui, and 

adminiilei txita Ihe wnlclK J fa«i ntantt 

U\ajta.—Htitlin : Tom Brvmii Sclml- 

Dtar Charli*,— AscOK ihaliy Kiihble ; I'm 

writing Ihiilcuei in bed. 
Went down lo the Squan, inatc, lau Sbd- 

day, and (ot a tare dump en Ibe 'cd. 
BeaAtly ibaice, and no error, my (uppiaL 

Jff eop ]i ! It'i too jolly taoL 
When a reglai PHonaei (lu fttb, one 



358 



Toddle — Tqffishness. 



Toddle, to (common), to be off, 
to walk. Provincial English, to 
walk with short steps. 

"Then toddle to bed as soon as yoa 
like/' said Mr. Belcher. "Can yoa find 
your way back?" — ZA^ LittU Rmga- 

" We're a-going Hitchin way," said the 
companionable linker, " we'll toddie to* 
gethcr.'*— /. Greenwood: Tag^ Rof^ A» 
Co. 

Toe-fil-tie (Winton), to tie string 
or cord to the toes of sleeping 
boys with the object of waking 
them by pulling the string. 

Toeing^ (pugilistic), toeing the 
scratch or mark, beginning the 
fight, that is, placing one's foot 
on the scratch or line in a prize 
fight. 

Wednesday was "presentation day" 
at London University. The gentleman 
who gained the greatest applause on " tot- 
ing the mark " before the Chancellor was 
William Waterloo Wellington RoUeston 
Napoleon Buonaparte Guelph Saunders, 
B.A., and the clerk of the course was 
fairly out of breath when he had got to 
the end of this appalling cognomen. Even 
the sweet girl graduates smiled. — Snorting 
Times. 

(Common), Uiting one, kicking 
one behind. 

Toff (popular), a dandy, a swell, 
one who appears welL Also 
toffd'y a well-dressed gay woman. 
Derivfed from the Yiddish or 
Hebrew ioff^ tov, tuw, literally 
good, and used in an extended 
sense which perfectly warrants 
its application to good or a fine 
appearance. Toff, good ; toffer, 
better; toffett, best; jom toff. 



good day, a festlTal ; toff peg, 
a good groschen ; tofmaUutekim, 
fine clothes. A probable deri- 
vation is from to tiff, to deck 
oneself out, or toft, a dressy in- 
dividuaL Toff, often applied to 
an over-dressed clerk or draper's 
assistant, who apes the swelL 
An old toff, an old bean. 

A magistrate recently sentenced a 
woman, who made her hundredth s^>pear- 
ance at the court, to foorteen days' hard 
labour. "You are an old tofi^," warbled 
the lady, " and if you sit there kmg enoogh* 
I'll certainly treat you. I am now goiof 
to eat some bread and onions I have in my 
pocket." " Saints preserve us I ** groaned 
the magistrate. " Remove the lady with 
electric rapidity, gaoler, and get rid of 
those onions as quickly as possible," he 
continued. The gaoler obeyed orders, 
and as he re-entered the court, a powerful 
aroma floated round, and the worthy beak 
was heard to ejaculate " pah 1 **— /sMTyr. 

The sort of old toffas a cove would be 
proud of for a dad. — PttmcA, 

Up I sport-loving ioj^s, tool your drugs 
o'er the sward, 

And, forsooth 1 since a coster may elbow 
a lord. 

At Epsom, let coves who from White- 
chapel hail. 

Drive their nags and their banrow dose 
up to the rail. 

SAortitvr 



TofiBicky (popular), dressy, fine, 

nice. 

Toffishness (popular), explained 
by quotation. 

Taking the average. It may be set down 
at ten for each of the two hundred, or two 
thousand slices in all — thick slices, bear in 
mind : anything under an inch thick would 
be regarded with contempt by the booy 
young barrowman, and perhaps with an 
uncomfortable suspicion that you have de- 
signs to inveigle him into the detestable 



Togged — Togs. 



359 



ways of gentility. He calls it toffiskneu. 
He is peculiar in his views in this respect. 
— Crtenwood: In Stremgt C0mpany. 

Togged (popular), dressed. 

He was toggd gnostically enotiKh. — 
Scott : St. Ronan's WtlL 

So I've togged myself up to the nines. 

In London numy female servants seldom 
remain long in one situation ; just long 
enough to get togged and fed up. Then 
my Udy must have a spree for a few days. 
— Tkor Frtdur : Sketcfus Jirom Skmdy 
Placet. 

Shakspeare has iogtdy gowned. 

Toggery (popular and thieves), 
clothing. 

Next slipt off his bottom do'ing, 
And his ginger head topper gay. 
llien his other toggery stowing, 

Tol lol, &c., 
All with the swag I sneak away. 

— Burrcwet: Vidoc^sSong. 

But in Edward the First's days, I very 

much fear, 
Had a gay cavalier thought fit to appear 
In any such toggery-^'Cciax 'twas term'd 

••gcar"~ 
He'd have met with a highly ugnificant 

sneer. 
Or a broad grin extending from ear unto 

ear. 
On the features of every soul he came 

near; 
There was no taking refuge too, then, as 

with us, 
On a slip*sloppy day, in a cab or a "bus. 
— Ingoldtby Legends, 

But take a pal's advice, and don't b« over 
nice. 
Though your suit of toggery ain't a very 
flash 'un ; 
You'd better far put up with the rig than 
tear it up. 
And be measured for the latest " parish " 
fashion. 

— /. Greenwood: A Night m a 
lyorkkoHse, 



Toggjt togman (old cant), a coat. 

Togman (thieves), a cloak or 
coat. 

I towre the strummel trine upon thy 
nachbet and togman. — Harmon : Caveat. 

Togt (common), clothes. 

Look at his togs! Superfine cloth, and 
the heavy swell cut I Oh, my eye, what a 
game I — Dickens : Oliver Twist. 

" It mightn't spoil some sort of togs," 
I replied, with a scornful glance at poor . 
Sam's wretched rags. "I shouldn't like 
to get the soot over my clothes wot I wears 
of Sundays, so I tell yer. I'm going to 
have another suit to follow my trade in." 
— The Little RagamuffiMS. 

My friend could play the fiddle and de- 
claim, and I can dance, whistle, and ting 
with anybody ; so, having obtained my 
pension, we bought an old violin and suit- 
able togs, and started to do a bit of nigger 
minstrel business in the country, where 
such things are nearly unknown.—- TVl^^r 
Frtdur: Sketches /rom Shady Places. 

Tog» was used for garments 
in the time of Henry VIII. 
From the Anglo -Saxon tygan^ 
or else from the same root with 
the Latin toga^ a covering ; like 
tugurium^ hut or rool Indo- 
Germanic teg, to cover; hence 
tego^ tegere, German dach, a 
roof. "Thatch," and the Greek 
ffriyji, a roof, are of the same 
family. This word seems to be 
the same as the old term tugtt 
same meaning, as in under tug, 
a petticoat. Tug clothes, work- 
ing clothes. 

Also possibly from the Anglo- 
Saxon teog, material, stuff, and 
tege^ a binding, 'itying {ligaturaf 
rexui). Tygan (Boswell), to tie 
together. Togged out reminds 
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Tohcno — Toloben, 



us of itohjan, from the same 
root, signifying to adorn, trick 
oht. exomart (Be<5wnlf, 5871). 
Latin Uyja. 

Toheno, tohereno (cost^rmong- 
ers), pronounced toeheno or to- 
efierenot very nice ; literally a 
transposition of '* hot one." 

Toke (popular and thieves), bread. 
Same as " tack.'* 

One night coming home to the crib where 

he lived, 
Found two cripples a munching dry UJU 
as they sat. 

— /. Gremwoiui : A Night in a 
H 'arkhouse. 

For breakfast there is bread and scrap, 

And something she calls tea ; 
1 only know it's wet and warm 

And disagrees with me ; 
I wouldn't mind so much for that 

If the toke was not so thick. 
For each slice is two inches high. 

And hard as any brick. 

— Brvadsidt Baliad. 

Pieces of bread. 

He could devour as many surplus tokts 
as an elephant at the Zoo on an Easter 
Monday. — Evening News. 

Token (printers). Vide Bul- 
lock's Heart. Printers in 
working off sheets reckon their 
work bv tokens of two hundred 
and fifty impressions. 

Tol (old cant), a sword. Evidently 
abbreviated from Toledo, when 
the blades manufactured in that 
town had a world-wide reputa- 
tion. 

Merrily over the common he flies. 
Fast and free as the rush of the rocket, 



His crape-covered viiard drawn over his 

eyes, 
His tol by his side, and hu pops in his 

pocket. 

— Ainstoortk: Rookwood. 

(Costermongers* back slang), 
stock, share, or lot 

How is a man to sell fine cherries at 
4d. a pound that cost him sJd., when 
there's a kid alongside of him a selling 
his tol at 3d. a pound ? — Maykrw : Z^»- 
don Labour and the London Poor, 

Tol lol, happy, pretty welL 



ToU-loU-loU-kiss-me-dear (bird 
fancier), explained by quotation. 

"Just the same," put in old Master 
Nosey Warren; "just the same as the 
Middlesex finch calU hisself toU'loU-loU" 
kisS'me-dear ; it's the nat'ral note of 'em." 
--Greenwood: In Strange Company. 

Toll-shop (provincial), a prison, 
a variation of to2^6oofA. " The 
.prison was so called in Cam- 
bridge, as it still is in Scotland. 
Corbel uses the word as a verb, 
and explains it in a note, ' Idem 
quod Bocardo apad Oxon.' The 
English Dictionary g^ves it as 
meaning custom-house " (Lewis 
O. Davies). 

The Maior refused to give them the 
keys of the toll-booth^ or town prison. 
— Fuller: 11 istory 0/ Cambridge. 

Tolly (public schools), a candle ; 
from tallow. 

Tolly up, to (Harrow School), to 
keep a candle alight after the 
gas has been turned off. 

Toloben (old cant), the tongue. 
Also toUibont Udlibon, Possibly 



Toloben — Tommy. 
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from toU^ to ring a bell, and htnt^ 
well This derivation is sup- 
ported by similar metaphors: 
English slang "clapper," a 
tongiie, especially a busy tongue ; 
French slang "battant " (tongue 
of a bell), tongue; ** avoir un 
bon battant," to be a great or 
loud talker ; Italian cant " scam- 
panare" (literally to toll), to 
talk loud. Or from toZ (tell), and 
6cnc, well, or gypsy termination 
hen or pen to every verbal noun. 
The gypsies use tho term under 
the form of tdlloben. Again, 
tho term may owe its origin to 
tullt/f red silk, " red rag " being 
the modern phrase for tongue ; 
in French slang "chiffon rouge." 
Toloben rig^ fortune-telling. 

Tolsery (old cant), a penny. 
Literally the price of toll. " Tol- 
sey" is provincial for a place 
where tolls were taken. 

Tom and Jerry shop (popular), a 
low drinking-shop. 

Tomarter or tomato, a (Ameri- 
can), " he caught a tomarter that 
time." A substitute for " a tar- 
tar,** provided by Artemus Ward. 

Tom astoners (nautical), dash- 
ing fellows. From astound or 
"astony," to terrify (Smyth). 
Tom is tinker for great. 

Tombstones (popular), large teeth. 
Pawn tickets, all that remains 
of the departed property. 

The collection for master amounted to 
4|d., and a iombstont for ninepence on a 
brown Melton ovtxtotiX.—'S^ortiMg Timet, 



Tombstone style (printers), a 
slang term to indicate a parti- 
cular kind of display in setting 
up — similar to that used in 
monumental inscriptions. 

Tom- John, tonjon (Anglo-Indian), 
a sort of sedan or portable chair. 

Tommies (popular), a name for 
tomatoes. 

Now that the wholesome "love-apples," 
with their delicious sub-acid flavour, have 
become cheap, the masses in their thou- 
sands may be seen continually munching 
them, not only because the tommitt are 
nice, but because they are red. — Daily 
TeUgraph, 

Tommy (popular), bread, food. 
The usual name for food amongst 
navvies. Probably from Irish 
tiomallaint I eat. 

One finger is what you've got to look 
out for. The job what Rip's got will 
get us the coffee ; now, if we can find 
summat else while he's a-doin' of it, that'll 
be the tommy; which I hopes we shall, 
cos coffee wirrout tommy don't make 
much of a breakfast So keep your eyct 
open, Smiffield. — The Little Ragamuffin. 

Also inferior. Tom seems to 
enter into many disparaging 
phrases. The exchange of labour 
for goods. Tof/imy-shop, a place 
where a variety of articles, mainly 
food, are sold. From provincial 
English tommy t provisions. 

The proprietor keeps a "tienda** or 
tommy'ihop on his estate, just as tho 
Australian squatter keeps his store at hit 
station. — Daily Telegrt^k^ 

Also a baker's shop. Originally 
a store belonging to an employer 
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whose workmen were obliged to 
take out part of their earnings 
in tommy or food. 

Tommy Atkins (armj), a familiar 
term given by soldiers to their 
pocket ledger or small acconnt- 
book. The origin of this name 
arose from every document, 
paper, &c., being headed, for 
convenience sake, '*I, Tammy 
Atkint'* &c. In general par- 
lance the t«rm is applied to a 
soldier. 

Tommy Dodd, in tossing, when 
the odd man either wins or 
loses, as per agreement (Hotten). 

Tommy rot (common), rabbish, 
nonsense. 

Wen he sez my god's "go"— well he's 'it 

it. Great Scott 1 wot is life without 

"go?'* 
But "loud, slangy, vulgar"? No, 'ang 

it, young man, this is — well, there, 

it's hw. 
Me vulgar I a Primroser, Charlie, a true 

" Anti-Radical" pot ! 
No, excuse me, St. J., I admire you ; but 

this is all dashed tommy rot. 

— Punch. 

Tom-pats, in canting, shoes. In 
gypsy, feet. Hindu UU-pcUt 
trampled on. To paUer-alay in 
gypsy, is to trample on, alay, 
being an abbreviation of taU or 
tal. (Old cant), rum tom-patt a 
real clergyman, in opposition to 
the "patrico," which see. 

Tom Topper (popular), freshwater 
mariner, ferryman. Also " Tom 
Tug." 



ToagB (American), an old word 
used for boys' jackets and 
trousers. Probably a form of 
the old English togt, aided by 
the resemblance of trousers to 
Umgt, in the forked shape. 

(Medical), a familiar name 
amongst medical stndenta for 
the midwifery forceps. 

Tony catchy, tunnyketch, 
tawnykertch (Anglo - Indian). 
In Madras the domestic water- 
carrier, generally 
Tamil, tannir-jxufi. 



a woman. 



Too big for his boots (theatrical), 
a phrase invented by the late 
F. B. Chatterton, manager of 
Drury Lane, to denote an actor 
who, having made a hit, gave 
himself airs, and became obstn- 
perous and presuming. 

Too forth-pnttins: (American), 
too demonstrative or "too pre- 
vious." 

llie Taylor gush in Tennesiee b getting 
tiresome. At the latest ' ' rally " both were 
presented with pathetic speeches, and Bob 
g(tf a bass viol of red roses and Alf a ship 
of white roses, and both were nominated 
for Vice-President on the next Presidential 
tickets. These gentlemen are quite too 
Jorth-putting. llie public is fatigued and 
would fain seek repose. — Wathimgton PmU 

Toofered (gypsy), mended. 

Tacho, true. But an old coat can hold 
out better than a man. If a man gets a 
hole in him, he dies ; but his chukko (coat) 
can be toofered and sivred apr6 (mended 
and sewed up for ^\tx\—The EngUsk 
Gypsies. 

Tool (studios), artists give this 
appellation to their brashes. 
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(Popnlar), a poor tool^ a clnmsj 
fellow, a bad hand at anjthing, 
a whip. (Burglar), a small boy 
whom housebreakers employ to 
enter a house by a smaU aper- 
ture. 

Tooler (thieves), a pickpocket; 
moil-too^, female pickpocket. 
To tod is applied to stealing, 
picking pockets, and burglary ; 
derived beyond doubt from the 
gypsy word tooZ, to hold, handle, 
or take. In all the Continental 
Romany dialects it is tuUivjawa, 

Tool, to (general), to drive, to 
hold and manage the reins, 
to *• handle the ribbons.'* Pro- 
bably from an association with 
tooh and skilful handling. To 
do a thing in workmanlike style. 
Suggested to be from the gypsy 
tvlf indicative present tvUivava 
{vide TooLEB), I hold, also gene- 
rally applied to driving. TMltiro 
eAt6, hold your tongue ; tvl o kIx- 
varUf hold the bridle, ie., ride. 

He could tool a coach.— iL^^w; Tks 
Caxtons. 

A coach he'd tool. You've coaches still, 
IVe heard that they're not driven ill, ' 
But Where's the fun without the spill ? 
Says Grandfather. 
— C. H. Ross: Tht Husbands Boat, 

Mr. Carnegie was taking the peace 
gentlemen with him, and he is well-known 
to be a generous host. Who has not read 
of his coaching tours in England, when 
he tooled Mr. Matthew Arnold, Mr. John 
Morley, Mr. William Black, and other 
men of light and leading behind his teams 
of prancing nags.— /Vs// MtM GaM€ttt. 

(University), to tool along, to 
go or cause to go at a great 
pace. 



Too much \ajg (American), need- 
less disquisition, padding, super- 
fluity. 

l*here is a great deal of hag and a 
strong sense of too-muchness in this tale. 
It bulgeth.— lfV*/*n» Newsfaptr, 

Toother (pugilistic), a blow on 
the mouth. 

I found . . . two knuckles cut to the 
bone almost, so I must have got in one 
pretty good toother, — Snorting Life. 

Tooth-music (popular), mastioa- 
tion. 

Toot, on a (American), raising 
the devil, making a noise, on a 
spree. Toot, the devil (English 
provincial, Wright). Toot, to 
blow- a horn; Anglo -Saxon 
tutan, to swell, to grow; ianta 
(t.e., toot), to murmur, sound; 
getett, show, ostentation ; totjamt 
eminere, micaref to cut a shine. 
All agreeing with the modem 
forms. 

Too-too (society), exceedingly, an 
expletive. Thomas Scott, in hit 
" Fhilomythia,'* employs this 
phrase, which, after an oblivion 
of nearly three centuries, has 
been revived. Speaking of the 
weathercock, he says, " hia 
head was too -too great,*' and 
again, "his tail was too 'too 
weak," referring to its irregu- 
larities. 

Tootsies (common), feet, those of 
ladies and children in particular. 

Top I a signal among tailors and 
sempstresses for snnflbig the 
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candle. One cries f'>p / and all 
the others follow ; he who last 
pronounces this word has to 
snuff the candle (Hotten). An 
abbreviation of 'Woj) the glim." 
To to/) in to bum off the long- 
cotton end of a candle. (Ame- 
rican), first-rate. An abbrevia- 
tion of *' tip-to/)." 

The third suddenly becomes a very 
swash-backler of a young woman. Hither- 
to she has spoken English ; now she falls 
into an unknown dialecL " How u your 
mother, Jenny?" she is asked by the 
Tisitor. " Oh, top I "—Tkt YoutKi Com- 
foHton. 

Top - dressing (journalistic), a 
large-type introduction to a 
report, generally written by a 
man of higher literary attain- 
ments than the ordinary re- 
porter who follows with the 
details (Hotten). (Common), 
doing the hair, coiffure. 

The Roman Empercn- Caracalla, when 
he made a progress in Germany, tried to 
conciliate the fierce Teutons by having his 
sable locks cropped close to his head, and 
assuming a top-drtisii^ in the shape of a 
tawny rig. — Daily Telegraph. 

The coarseness of thy tresses is distress- 
ing, 

With grease and raddle firmly coales- 
cing, 

I cannot laud thy system of top-dress- 
ing. 
— /. B. Stephens : To a Black Gin. 

Shakspeare uses the word top 
for bead : 

All the starred vengeance of Heaven fall 
On her ungrateful top. 

Topee (Anglo-Indian), a hat of 
any kind. Hindu topi. Incor- 
rectly limited in popular English 



parlance to the 9ola (not tolar) 
helmet. 

Top o* reeb (costermongers* back 
slang), pot of beer. 

Top-heavy (common), drunk. Un- 
steady, like anything having the 
upper part too heavy for the 
lower, as of a boat or ship. 

Tbp-joint (thieves' back slang), a 
pint of beer. 

Top-lights (nautical), the eyes. 
In French slang, "quinquets;" 
Spanish cant, ** lantemas ; *' 
Italian, "lampante." 

Topped (thieves and popular), 
hanged, " may I be topped f ** 

Topper (common), excellent, as a 
topper at billiards. The toppen, 
swells, fashionable people. 

Bat I twigged that the toppers left early; 
Yoors truly ain't 'ooked for a flat I 

—Punch. 

(Thieves), head topper ^ a hat 
or wig. (Popular), tobacco left 
in the bowl of a pipe, a tall hat. 
(Pugilistic), a blow on the head. 

Vile Jem, with neat left-handed stopper. 
Straight threatened Tommy with a topper. 
— Ainswortk: RookwooeL 

Topper hunter (popular), poor 
men who pick up cigar ends 
and pieces of tobacco, which 
they chop up. 

Topping (popular), elegant, swell, 
great. (Nautical), pretentious, 
as topping the officer ; also 

. fine, gallant. 



Topping — Top. 
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Topping: cheat (old cant), the 
gallows. Topping^ hanging, and 
cheats a thing. 

Top-sawyer (general), a term de- 
noting excellence, superiority. 
It is derived from the rule of 
the sawpits; the top man has 
to work harder and is more 
responsible for the job than the 
man who stands below. This 
term is of many special applica- 
tions. (Sporting), a renowned 
horse, that excels others in speed 
and endurance. 

There will be at least a dozen runners- 
more, probably, should the favourite de- 
velop more fibrine in the blood — and far 
more interest attaches to the race than in 
years past, when there has usually been a 
toP'Sawyer'm the ^ti^.—Bird o' Frttdom. 

(Thieves), an expert thief, 
one who has gained distinction 
among his fellows by his achieve- 
ments. 

Wasn't he always a top-sawyer among 
you all? Is there one of you that could 
touch him, or come near him on any scent T 
— Dickens : Oliver Twist. 

lliey planned their work and executed 
it without any assistance ; not because 
they declined to associate with the old 
ones — as the candidate for platform em- 
ployment hastened to add, with undb- 
guised contempt for the whole race of 
paltry pretenders — but because they were 
unacquainted with any of the school, 
being themselves green hands and novices, 
who were ambitious "to be top-saivyers 
when as yet they were fit for nothing but 
to pick up chips." — /. Greenwood: A 
Converted Burglar. 

(Common), a rich person. 

" I'll marry a ioP-sawyer" he used to 
say, whenever his uncle broached the 
question of his settlement in life. " Why, 
bless ye, it's the same uckle and the same 



fly that takes the big fish and the little 
ontr—Whyte-Melville: M. or N. 

A great person. 

He had paid the postboys, and travelled 
with a servant like a top-sawyer. — Thack- 
eray : The NevKomes. 

Also applied to a thing. 

*' Well then," says 1, " I have made a 
spec, gineral, and such a spec too as ain't 
often made now-a-days nother. It's a 
top-sawyer one, I do assure you."— .SVun 
SlUk. 

Formerly a dandy, an ex- 
quisite. 

When the perfumed mane of the Persian 
lion flowed over his high coat-collar, and 
in conjunction with an exuberant pointed 
beard, imparted a formidable ferocity to 
his strongly-marked lineaments, his con- 
temporary, the London top-sawyer^ went 
about clean-shaven, save for a mutton-chop 
whisker or so, and with hair sedulously 
curled but symmetrically trimmed. — DtUfy 
Telegraph. 

(Costers), the largest and best 
fruit placed at the top of a 
basket. (Tailors), a collar. Also 
applied to the fore part of a gar- 
ment. 

Top shuffling (gambling cheats), 
explained by quotation. 

He will make up the hand he wants out 
of the discards, or else hold out the neces- 
sary cards until he gets enough, and it it 
his deal. Then he drops it on the top of 
the pack, and performs a very neat little 
piece of work known as top-shuffling, 
which consists in shuffling the lower half 
of the pack over the upper half without 
disturbing it. When this is over the hand 
he wants is still on top. The cut, of course, 
buries it, but by a very simple movement 
he gets the cards back in their original 
condition. This is called "shifting the 
cut," and can be done with one hand or 
twa Nothing then remains but to go 
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•iMsd and deal. Dexterity in orer^nfling 
and shifting the cut are the two thingi 
that modem gamblers cultivate in all thw 
leisure hours, and with these accomplish* 
ments, and coolness and nerve, little else 
b required. — Stmr. 

Tops, short for top-boots, also 
upper garments. 

Tom is the one to patter flash. 
And make the coreys latigh ; 

With whites and t^s he cuu a dash. 
And like a beak can chaff. 
— Pierce Egan : Book of Sports. 

Topsman (thieves), the execu- 
tioner. Yidt Topped. 

Topsj - boozy (popular), very 
drunk. 

Yes, that's it, yoa laughter-loving jokers 
and corkers I If you get ** screwed," 
UPsy-booxy^ or "three sheets in the wind" 
in a dedicated road, the blue^oated war- 
riors may nab you. — Tolty. 

Top-yob (thieves' back slang), a 
pot-boy. 

Top your boom. Tide Boom. 

To rights (common), in the 
proper way, completely. Vidt 
Rights. 

The comedy provides you with hilarity to 

Hghti! 
With Lottie Venne and Penley in the wild 

Arabian Nights. 

— Fun, 

Torpids, the eight-oared races at 
Oxford rowed in the spring, in 
contradistinction to the summer 
eights. It is in these races that 
the freshmen are able to distin- 
guish themselves, and qualify 



for their college boat in the 
next term. 

Torrac (costermongers), back 
■lang for a carrot. 

Tortle (American), a Philadelphia 
expression meaning go or walk 
away, or ''turtle off." In the 
"Charcoal Sketches," by J. C. 
Neal, one man advises another 
to put on his " skeets " (skates) 
andtor<2e. Barly English, foriyB, 
to twist or wriggle away. 

Tortoise, Pump and (army), ''the 
38th Foot, on account of their 
great sobriety and equally re- 
markable slowness when once 
stationed at Malta " (C^iaM6«rt'« 
Jnurwd), 

Tosh (public and military schools), 
a foot-bath, any bath. Perhi^ 
a corruption of "toe- wash ; " but 
it is curious to note that in 
Turkish-Persian torn is a copper 
basin used in the bath, from 
which "tosher" (which see) is 
probably derived. 

A tosh pan, an important 'utensil for 
periodical ablutions on stated nights, is 
also provided. — Patcoo : Ltfo in omr Pm^ 
Uc Schools. 

(Royal Military Academy), the 
tot)i-pond is the bathing-pond. 

Tosher (nautical), a man who 
steals copper sheathing from 
ships' bottoms, or from dock- 
yard stores. Probably from tost, 
a copper basin in Turkish-Per- 
sian. (Oxford), an unattached 
student. (Gyjwy, obsolete), food, 
victuals. Hindu tofAo, provisions. 



Toshing — V other. 
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Toshing (nautical). FtcieToBHBB. 

Tosh-soap (Charterhouse School), 
cheese. Vide Tosh. 

Toss (Billingsgate), a measure of 
sprats. 

Tot (popular), a small glass. 
(South African), a drink. 

Tot, or tots, old (army), old 
bones, the kitchen refuse which 
is often bartered to some bar- 
rack sutler who supplies in 
exchange the crockery for the 
barrack men. One of the slang 
names of the 17th Lancers — 
*• the Death or Glory Boys "— 
is the Old Tott, because they 
carry the device of a skull and 
crossbones. (School), tott^ addi- 
tion sums ; to tot up, to add 
up, abbreviation of "total*' 

Tote (popular), a hard drinker. 
From old English totted, drunken. 

As well we'd another old chum, 

By all of his mates called the Tfitt, 
So named on account of the rum 
He constantly put down his throat 

"He Hasn't Got Over it Vet 
{Franas &* Day). 

A teetotaller, an abstainer 
from all intoxicating drinks. 

Youll always find the sober Tote 

With a few pounds at command, 
He can buy a house to live in, 

Or else a lot of land. 
His home is peace and happiness, 

His children and his wife 
They never know keen hanger. 

Or hear wild drunken strife. 

• • • • • 

I think I've shown, dear friends, 
Drink leads to sin, while Temperance 
To every comfort tends. 



So look upon these pictures : 

The Toper and the Tote, 
And see which has most happiness, 

And which the better coat. 

—Broadside Ballad: The Toperand 
the Tote. 

Toted (American), led, or more 
commonly carried, to be made to 
act not of one's own free will. 

I cannot think Mr. Ulysses S. Grant will 
degenerate into becoming a puppet to be 
played by wires held in the hand by gen- 
tlemen from Illinois, or that he will de* 
generate into a kind of hand-organ to be 
toted around on the back of a gentlemao 
from Illinois.— ^r. Dotmeiys S/eeeh in 
Congress on the Impeachment e/ President 
Joknson. 

Tote, to (American), to carry or 
bear. Peculiar formerly to the 
South. Bartlett says that it 
has been " absurdly enough de- 
rived from the Latin toUit,** and 
thinks it is of African origin. 
Anglo-Saxon teohan, teon, to 
lead, carry, draw. " Tedh his 
nett on lande " — '* Drew his net 
on land.'* Also to take ; hence 
tdte?ian, **aUrahere" and tohU, 
" expediio*^ Hence in provincial 
English tath, taketh. It is not 
impossible that the Dutch Uat, 
to, or unto, may have influenced 
the formation of this word. 

Dey say fetch an' tote 'stead of bring and 

carry, 
An' dat dey call grammar ! — ^by de Lawd 

Harry! 

—Old Negro Song, 

I toted up a load, and went back and 
sat down on the bow of the skiff to rest. — 
Mark Twain: Huckleberry Finn. 

T'other side of Jordan (Ameri- 
can), a phrase expressive of no- 
where, the Unknown, or "gone 
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into de Ewigkeit." From a 
popular song of Methodist 
origin. 

" Oh, I looked to de north an' I looked to 
de souf, 
And 1 saw a mighty charret a comin', 
Wid forty grey hosses a-crackin' <»i de 

lead, 
To take us to de odtUr sitU cf Jordan. 
Oh, take off yer coat and roll up yer 

sleeve, 
Jordan am a hard road to trabble ; 
Take off yer coat and roll up yer sleeve, 
Jordan am a hard road to trabbel, I 
believe." 

T'other-sider (Australian popular, 
but growing obsolete), a convict. 
Cf. •• Sydney-Bider," "Van De- 
monian," &c. There never were 
any convicts transported to Vic- 
toria after its erection into a 
separate colony ; hence they 
can afford to speak contemptu- 
ously of convicts from the Syd- 
ney side, or Van Diemen's Land. 
The inhabitants of that island, 
to escape the odious old convict 
associations, h^ve changed its 
name to Tasmania. 

Tot rakers (popular), men who 
go about picking up odds and 
ends from refuse heaps. Also 
"to^- pickers." From tot^ any- 
thing very small. 

Tottie (popular), a girl, a fast 
girl A term of endearment, 
from English toty anything small. 

Totting^ (popular), explained by 
quotation. 

P'raps he's goin' sn-tottin (pickins up 
bones). — Greenwood: The Little Raga- 
mMjffins. 

Y'ldt Tot Rakebs. 



Tottie, tottlish (American), from 
"totter" (Bartlett). To walk 
unsteadily. Anglo-Saxon UaU^ 
vacillating, unsteady ; ieallrjan 
mid fdtunit tottering with the 
feet. 

Totty-headed (popular), slow to 
understand. English provincial 
tot, aifool, i.e., one with little 
brains; Suffolk dialect, totty, 
little. 

Touch (common), sjnonymous 
with cost or '* damage ; '* a 
penny ride in an omnibus is a 
penny touch. 

At night went to the ball at the Angel, 
a guinea touch, — Phillip : Diary. 

(Eton School), a present of 
money. Formerly a cant word 
for a slight essay (Sw^). 

Toucher (coaching), as near as a 
UmcheTf as near as possible with- 
out actually touching. The old 
jarveyg, to show their skill, 
used to drive against things so 
closely as absolutely to touch, 
yet without injury. This they 
called a toucher , or "touch- 
and-go," which was thence 
applied to anything which 
was within an ace of ruin 
(Hotten). 

Touch, to (thieves), to steal or 
to succeed in getting. 

One day I took the rattler from Broad 
Street to Acton. I did not tonck them, 
but worked my way to Shepherd's Bush. 
— Honley : Jottings from Jail. 



Touch — Towelling. 
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(Common), to borrow monej. 

He was down on his luck altogether, 
dead broke, his clobber seedy. He was 
altogether a woeful object when he ran 
against a wealthy friend whom he thought 
to touch. " No, my boy," said the friend, 
" I never give or lend money." — Bird o* 
Freedom. 



Toughs, old (army), the 103rd 
Regiment. The nickname was 
gained by hard service in 
India. Some of the nicknames 
of other regiments are as fol- 
lows : — •* Royal Goats," or 
** Nanny Goats," the 23rd ; the 
••Blood Suckers," the 63rd; 
" Mud Larks," the Royal Engi- 
neers. The '*Blmd Half-Hun- 
dredth," ••Fighting Fiftieth," 
or •• Dirty Half-Hundredth," is 
the 50th Regiment. l"he •'Supf le 
Twelfth," the 12th Lancers; 
the ••Dumpies," the 20th 
Hussars; the ••Cherry Pickers," 
the nth Hussars ; the *• Ragged 
Brigade," the 13th Hussars (not 
as incorrectly stated under 
Ragged Brigade) ; •' Pontius 
Pilate's Bodyguard " (the oldest 
of British regiments), the ist 
Foot ; the •• Rib-breakers," the 
3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards ; 
the ••Slashers," the 28th Foot; 
the *• Cheesemongers," the Regi- 
ment of Household Cavalry; 
the *• Steel Backs," the 58th; 
the ••Death or Glory Men," the 
.17th Lancers; the ••Excellers," 
the 40th ; the "Bloody Eleventh," 
the nth of Foot; the ••Die 
Hards," the 57th; the ••Old 
Dirty Shirts," the loist. The 
Military Train were the ••Mur- 
VOL. II. 



dering Thieves;" the ••Sprin- 
gers," the 62nd ; the ** Sweeps," 
Rifles, &c. 

Toure, towre (old cant), see. 

Bing out bien morts, and tourt and 

toure, 
Bing out of the Romevile fine. 

— The English Rogue. 

Tout (turf), an agent on the look- 
out for any information as to 
any circumstances as to a horse's 
capabilities or condition, or for 
anything else, hotels, railways, 
theatres, &c. 

The tout being haled before him, said 
that he had already "got three races" for 
his master I'nat morning. — Truth. 

Touting^ ken (old cant), a bar in 
a public-house. I*robably one 
frequented by inn touts. 

Xouzle (popular), the whisker 
worn bushy, or mass of frizzled, 
ragged hair. From toude, to 
tug at, to entangle, rumple. 

With spreads of pink shoulders ; slim twis- 
ters with touzles of tow -coloured 'air. 

— Punch. 

Tow (Shrewsbury School), a run 
in *• hare and hounds." 

After that last " all up," there is a tow 
or continuous run of from one to three 
miles. — Everyday Life in our Public 
Schools. 

Towelling^, to g^ye a (common), 
to thrash. Provincial English 
toKl^ to beat with a stick. In 
Norfolk a man who has been 
cudgelled is said to have been 
•' rubbed down with atblack- 
thorn toweV* 

2 A 
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Frankly shaking hu cane, bid him hold 
his tongue, otherwise he would dust his 
cassock for him. " I have no pretensions 
to such a valet," said Tom ; " but if you 
should do me that office, and over-heat 
yourself, I have here a good oaken towel 
at your service. " — SmolUtt: Hum/hrey 
Clinker. 

I got a toupelling^ but it did not do roe 
much good. — Mayhnu : London Labour 
and the London Poor. 

Towels, lead (old cant), pistols, 
with which to wipe a man out 
of existence. 

Tower-Hill • vineg^ar (old), the 
block. Executions used very 
frequently to take place on 
Towtr-UiU. 

Town bull (old), a bawd, a very 
licentious man, popular among 
women. 

Townie (army), a comrade who 
comes from the same town or 
part of the world. In French 
payi. 

Town -lout (Rugby School), a 
pupil who resides in the town 
with his parents. 

Tow-pows (popular), Grenadiers 
(Hotten). 

Towzery g^ang: (popular), swin- 
dlers who have sale-rooms for 
mock auctions of cheap and 
worthless goods. From towze or 
touse, to make a noise, a disturb- 
ance ; towscrf one that makes a 
bustle or stir. Hence *' Towser," 
a name for a dog. 



Toy (thieves), a watch; a white 
toy, a silver watch ; a red toy, a 
gold watch. 

Me and the other one went by ourselves ; 
be was very tricky (clever) at getting a 
poge or a ley, but he would not touch 
toys because we was afraid of being turned 
over (searched). — Hortley : Jottings fmn 
Jmil 

Toy -getter (thieves), a watch 
stealer. 



Toys (Winchester College), 
plained by quotation. 



ex- 



The clock striking seven, each Junior 
retires to his toys or bureau for an hour 
and a half during what is known as *' toy* 
time." — Pascoe : Everyday Life in our 
Public Schools. 

Toy -time (Winchester Collie), 
evening preparation. 

During what is known as tey'tifne, when 
the work of the next morning and the 
week's composition have to be prepared. 
— Pascoe: Ex>eryday Life in our Public 
Schools. 

Tracks, to make (common). VidA 
Make Tracks. 

You will be pleased to make trachs, and 
vanish out of these parts for ever.— C. 
KingsUy : Two Years Ago. 

He said he was a banker, did our smart 

Teutonic Max, 
And m.iny a quid he'd given her, before he 

made his tracks. 
•Twas only when the " thick 'uns" proved 
but Hanoverian Jacks 

That she knew he was a "smasher." 
— sporting Times. 

Track up the dancers, to (thieves), 
to go upstairs. Dancers, stairs, 
or iight of stairs. 



Trade-mark — Translated. 



She pawn! cverylhinE in the p1l« ; 
She drawt her tradt-Mittrk down my 
-^.Conull: Fatktr, TaitaS<«t. 
(Servant - girls), a Gemmt'B 

Tradesnuui, & regular (popular), 
a tenn of encomium meaning 
one who thorouglily nnder- 
staDdH his buainess, whatever 
hia profession (honest or the 
reTcrse) may be. 

Tnffickiiie; (prison), the inter- 
change of monc;, prulubited 
articles, food, between prison 
ofiiceis and prisoners, oiid be- 
tween prisoners themselves. 
Tlic practice in the former case 
ia an otTcnce at couiniun law, 
and when prosecniion follows 
may lead to impriiionment. Be- 
tween prisoners it is a breach 
of disuipline entailing dietary 
and other puDi»liacnt. 



dissipated men. The "bucks of 
the very first water" — themuslc- 
hall ideals. 

Your La-<l'-<liih>, 
At &uch chup lofli we've Laughed enouEh. 
I tmg ot swclU you koow so well. 

The slyle's lh< ume,— bul bdler iluff, 
Wiih glosay ha 



I il/aut, 

Yuu know them by their perfect laltl 
From fbi-famed I'oole of SavUe Row. 
—Muiic-IlaUIIal!ad: Tra-M-la. 

TrarapolJD (circas), a doable 
spring-board. This seems to 
be a very old term, from (mm, 
a «mall licnch (generally used 
fur setting a tuh on), Hereford- 
shire, and potiii'j, a plank. 

Trampoose (American), to woik 
or (ramp. ■' Tmrniiooiiny about 
allovcrtonn," gadding here and 
there. Krom tniiny, .ind an affix 



IBlly .< 






Tranldements. trollyboba (popu- 
hy Wright as •' ttollv-bags." 

Tranke (circus), the elongated 
bariel which a performer man- 
ages with his feet, and keeps 
up in the ait while lying on Lit 
back. It is eaid to be from the 
Spanish tranco, a threshold, as 
the shape is almost like that of 
one. But the ordinary Spanish 
word for threshold is vmbnd. 
The trick is very ancient, and 
was originally performed by 
kicking a spear in the air. 

Tra-la-U (i-opiilav), llie noaithiest Translated (popolar), second- 
and most extravagant chiss of band, as applied to shoes or 



Traia up. to (popular), to harry. 
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boots repaired and sold by a 
cobbler. 

Backer had to limp in his socks to the 
New Cut, and purchase a pair of tratU' 
lated crab-shells to go home in. — Snorting 
Times. 

(Tailors), is said of a coat 
which is cut down and turned ; 
also a garment made to fit a 
smaller man. 

Translator (popular), a cobbler, 
one who turns worn-out shoes 
into good ones, or "as good 
as new." It was an estab- 
lished word more than a cen- 
tury ago. Sewell, 1757, gives the 
Dutch tchoenJappen as its equi- 
valent ; literally shoe-patcher. 

It was not likely to occur to me that 
Sunday morning when I interviewed the 
kind-hearted old translator of old boots 
into new ones, in his kitchen in Leather 
Lane.—/. Greenwood: The Woodchopper s 
Wedding. 

TransUUora are also second- 
hand boots. 

He will part with anything rather than 
his boots, and to wear a pair of second- 
hand ones, or translators, as they are 
called, is felt as a bitter degradation by 
them all. — Mayknv: London Labour and 
tfu London Poor. 

Trap (popular), up to trap, wide- 
awake, not to be deceived or 
caught easily. The metaphor is 
obvious. 

Not the least mite »/ to trap. 

-^Punch. 

To smell trap, explained by 
quotation. 

They can discover the detective in his 
innocent-looking smock-frock or brick- 



layer jacket, while he is yet distant the 
length of a street. They know him by 
his step, or by his clumsy affectation of 
unofficial loutishness. They recognise the 
ttiff-neck in the loose neckerchief. They 
smell trap and are superior to it. — Seven 
Curses 0/ London. 

"You do not understand trap^* 
"vous n'y entendez pas finesse" 
(Beyer's Dictionary, 1 748). It is 
worth observing that, in gypsy, 
drah or trap (which words were 
pronounced alike by the first 
gypsies who came from Grer- 
many to England) is used for 
medicine or poison, and the 
employment of the latter is 
regarded, even at the present, 
as the greatest Romany secret. 
A gypsy said, **If you know 
drah, you're up to everything; 
for there's nothing goes above 
that." (Common), that trap is 
down, the attempt is a failure. 

Traps (thieves), a very old term 
for the police, detective force. 

"But where are the lurchers?" "Who?" 
asked Wood. "The traps" responded 
a bystander. "The shoulder-clappers," 
added a lady. — Ainszoorth : Jack Skep- 
Pard. 

"What's become of the boy?" . . . 
" Why the traps have got him, and that's 
all about it," said the Dodger sullenly.— 
Dickens: Oliver Twist. 

Trash (gypsy), fear, to fear; 
trdshenlo, afraid ; trdsfieno corro, 
an awful or fearful thing ; trds- 
hipen, terror; trdsherdo miUlo, 
scared to death. 

Trash a trail, to, is an expression 
used in the West, meaning to 
conceal the direction one has 
taken by walking in a stream, 



Traf — Trek. 
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or in fact taking water in any- 
way. The fox, deer, and other 
animals understand this mode 
of escape as well as man (Bart- 
lett*8 Dictionary). 

Trat (popular), a pretty girl, a 
"tart." Probably an anagram 
of "tart." 

Travel in the market (sport), 
how backed, what the odds are 
about a horse. 

These are to be found in the well>doinK 
and health of horses, in the way in which 
they have stood training, or in the manner 
in which they trax'el in the inarket^ and 
a host of other things. — Sporting Life. 

Traveller (tramps), a tramp. 

There are many individuals in Icdg* 
ing'houses who are not regular pattcrcrs 
or professional vagrants hcing rather, as 
they term themselves, travellers. — May- 
hctv. 

(Thieves), a thief who goes 
from town to town. 

Traveller, to tip the (common), 
to humbug. This refers to 
the wonderful talcs, like those 
of "Baron Munchausen," Bome- 
times told by travellers. 

Aha! dost thou tip 7ne the trmfeller^ 
my boy ? — Smollett : Sir L. Greaves, 

Traverse the cart, to. Yldt Cart. 

Tray (thieves), three months* im- 
prisonment ; obviously from the 
French, possibly vi& the lingo 
of the card-table. Also iray 
of moons. 

The other gentleman remained, was dis- 
covered, and did a tray of moons. — Sport- 
ing Times, 



Tray soddy mits (popular), three- 
pence halfpenny, a corruption 
of trox^ ct dcmi, used to express 
the amount of points in whist 
in Clcrkenwell, Saffron Hill, 
and the districts where there 
are a mixture of nationalities. 

Treacle (popular), to talk about 
treachy to talk about love and 
love affairs. (Publicans), thick, 
bad port. 



Treacle-moon 

honeymoon. 



(popular), the 



Treaders (popular), shoes. Dutch 
thieves' slang, trcder ; from tre- 
deriy to tread, step. Evidently 
from " tread." 

Tread the boards, to (common), 
to appear on the scene in order 
to compete at anything. 

Treat (popular), he's such a treaty 
i.e., he is such a cunning person 
or animal, such a nuisance. 

Treddle, a cant terfti for a prosti- 
tute (Wright) ; from tready the 
copulation of fowls. 

Tree-moon (tinker), three months, 
a "drag." Vide Tray, 

Trek, to (South African), to move 
away, depart. The expression 
" let's treky'* i.e., let's go away, 
is used in England. A figure of 
speech. Properly to yoke oxen 
to a waggon. 

The Boers of the Transvaal do not like 
it at all. They are selling their lands and 
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trekking away into regions* unpolluted by 
the presence of the. miner. — Fall Mall 
Gazette. 

Trials (Harrow School), examina- 
tions. 

Triang^les (popular), a cormption 
of delirium tremens. 

Trick and tie (sport), to be trick 
and tiCf or touch and go, is to 
be equal in a race, or other 
athletic performance. 

Tricks (Texas), one's personal 
belongings ; thus one has tricks 
instead of things in a house, 
and similarly tj-icks and not 
baggage on a journey. 

Trick with a hole in it, a (Ame- 
rican), an extraordinary device 
or performance. ** When it 
comes to making a duck-stew, 
I can show you a trick with a 
hole iri it." 



a tricycle ; 
bike 



Trike (common), a iincycie 
trikinQy cycling. Do you bik< 
or trike t do you ride a bicycle 
or tricycle. 



Trim a jacket, to (nautical), to 
ropc-cnd the wearer. 

Trimmer (cricketers), a ball de- 
livered in very good style. 
(Common), explained by quo- 
tation. 

What is a trimmer f — " A man who runs 
with the hare and hunts with the hounds," 
who tries to face two sides, and sometimes 
several sides at the one time ; one who 
sajrs to-day what he tries to explain away 
to-morrow, and re-explains away again 



the day following — a jelly-fish man, who 
IS a reformer, and at the same time a fossil. 
— Tafy. 

Trine, to (old cant), to hang. 

Now t ?Tire the cove that cly'd your duds 
Upon the chats ta tritur. 

— The Engiiih Rogue. 

From old English to trint^ to 
put in the aspect of a friW (old 
English trint^ triple), a triad, 
alluding to the throe beams of 
the gallows, formerly termed 
the ** triple tree," or ** mare 
with three legs." In gypsy trin 
(three) horx^o drum* means the 
cross or the crooked road. 



Trinkerman (nautical), 
Thames tidal fisherman. 



the 



Trip (theatrical), a dance. P<m dc 
deux, by harlequin and colum- 
bine, so called because they trip 
across the stage from one side 
to the other, and then make 
their exit. This dance usually 
commences each scene in what 
is called the harlequinade. 
(Thieves), a prostitute, concu- 
bine. Possibly in allusion to 
tripping about. The same idea 
occurs in old English trapes^ a 
slattern ; from trape, to walk 
about idly and sluttishly (Ger- 
man trappcn). ** Trot,*' an old 
woman, ** troU," " trull," &c. 

It was at one of these places I palled in 
with a trip, and stayed with her until I 
got smugged. — Horsley : Jottings frvtm 
Jail. 

I was fullied, and then got three stretch 
for the job, 
And my /rr/ — cuss the day as I seen 
h"r — 
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She sold off my home to some pals in her 
mob 
For a couple of foont and ten deaner. 

— Tfu Reftrtt. 

Tripes (popular), the belly. 
Triple-tree (old cant), the gallows. 

For whether I sink in the foaming flood, 

Or swing on the triple-tree^ 
Or die in my bed as a Christian should. 

Is all the same to me I 

^Meister Karts Sketch-Book, 

Tripper up (thieves), a thief. 

Troc (London), the Trocadero 
Music HalL 

He murmured o'er a glass of hock, 

"It's barely nine o'clock — 
Shall it be the Royal, Pav., or Trvct" 

And echo answered, " Troc 1" 

— sporting Times. 

Trolly-wag^ (popular), trousers, 
breeches. A corruption of the 
word trousers by costermongers, 
who naturally have the trolly 
uppermost in their minds as 
being the means of their getting 
a livelihood, and a further face- 
tious distortion of bags. Com- 
pare the synonym *' trucks." 
Or possibly from provincial 
" trolly-bags," intestines, tripe. 

Tronk (South African). This is 
a Cape Dutch expression for 
gaol, just as in English a prison 
is called a " stone jug." 

He informed me that he had just been 
in the tronk^ and on my asking why, re- 
plied, " Oh, for fighting .ind telling lies ! " 
— Lady Duff Gordon s Letters from the 
Cape. 



Tros-dab (costermongers* back 
slang), " I've had a regular tivt- 
dab" t.c, bad sort of day. 

Trosseno (costers), back slang for 
one sort, a '* bad one." 

" He's a recrular scab I " cried another ; 
and a coster declared he was "a trosseno, 
and no mistake ! " — Mayhnu. 

Trotter (University), a tailor's 
man who goes round for orders. 
In French slang, " trottin " is a 
young girl employed by dress- 
makers to do errands. 

Trotter boxes (popular), shoes. 

Trotter cases (popular and 
■' thieves), shoes or boots. 

"If ihe tottering Edifice were to be 
hanged privately, I presume they would 
not allow his sorrowing survivors to cling 
to his trotter cases," plaintively murmured 
Alexandry, the Blue-Eyed Blossom. — Aliy 
Shpers Half-Holiday. 

Trot, to (auctions), to run up, /.c, 
bid against. (Tliievcs), to steal 
in broad daylight. (Common), 
to trot out, to draw one out in 
order to bring into evidence his 
capability or foibles, the simile 
being a horse that is trotted up 
and down by a horsedealor in 
the presence of a purchaser. 

Trout, Nor-loch (old Scottish 
cant), a leg of mutton. Other 
quaint terms for different kinds 
of food are, " German duck," 
a sheep's head stuflfed with 
onions, a dish much affected 
by the German sugar-bakers in 
the East End of London ; a 
" Bombay duck " is a species of 
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drie<l fish in Western India. 
Shrimps are " Gnivescnd sweet- 
meats ; '' a red herring is a 
*' pheasant," a *' Yarmouth 
capon," also ** Norfolk capon," 
** Dunbar wet hers, " or '* Gourock 
ham." Potatoes are *• Irish 
apricots" or ** Munster plums," 
&c. ** Albany beef " in America 
is sturgeon; **Cape Cod tur- 
key" is cod. Herrings are 
"Taunton turkeys" or ** Digby 
chickens." 

Truck (nautfcal), a hat. From 
the cap on the top of the mast. 
(American), odd bits and ends, 
rubbish, plunder of little value. 
From provincial English truck, 
rubbish. 

No use to take truck and leave money. 
— Mark Twain : liuckUberry Finn. 

It also means by extension 
bad food, and corresponds in 
this instance to the English 
*' scran," broken victuals, food ; 
from %cramy refuse. 

Trucks (popular), trousers. Syno- 
nymous with '* trolly - wags," 
which see. 

True inwardness (American). It 
has always been the fashion 
in Loston to aflect a kind 
of transcendental metaphysical 
lanj^uage, and ** the true intoard- 
ness " of anything is a term pro- 
bably derived by some Carlyleist 
from the German innerlichJceit. 
It is also now used in England. 

Mr. Gerald Massey, the poet, who 
knows all the true imvardmss of the how 
and the why, the when and the where- 



fore of Shakspeare's sonnets, announces a 
course of lectures on all sorts of occult 
matters. — Entertainment Gasette. 

Truk, a prostitute of the lowest 
clxL«;s, defined by Grose as "a 
soldier's or tinker's female com- 
panion," and in Hotten's Slang 
Dictionary as "a dirty, slatternly 
woman and prostitute, the word 
being a corruption of troll, or 
trollop." In reality, the deriva- 
tion can be traced to old Eng- 
lish tmg, a prostitute ; ** trug- 
grin«7-place," a whore-house. 

Trump, a colloquialism signifying 
an excellent person, a fine fellow, 
from the card term (French 
triomphc). It verges on slang, 
but can hardly be classified as 
such. 

He passes by Waithman's emporium for 

shawls, 
And, merely just catching a glimpse of St. 
Paul's, 
Turns down the Old Bailey, 
Where in front of the jail, he 
Pnlls up at the door of the gin-shop, and 

^ gaily . 
Cries, "What must I fork out to-night, 

my trump. 
For the whole first-floor of the Magpie and 
Stump?" 

— Ingoldshy Lejynds, 

I stands a quart, like the truntp as I 
are. — Bird o Freedom. 

Trumped (common), defeated by 
superior skill in a device or 
scheme. 

Gambling supplies many like *' within 
an ace," "played out," trum/ed^ and 
" euchred." — Standard. 

Trunks ( theatrical), short breeches 
worn over tights. Also bathing 
drawers. 
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Trunk, shove his (old cant), to 
go away, trunk being the body. 

Trappo (gypsy), the body, the 
trunk. 

Trushull (gypsy), a cross. Sup- 
posed to be derived from tri^ula, 
the trident of Siva. Vide Pott's 
"Thesaurus." 

Try a smile. Vide Invitations 
TO Dbink. 

Trying it on a dog (American), 
a metaphor, as of anything of a 
doubtful nature put to the test 
by first giving some to a dog. 

" Bootle's Baby " will on the 7th of May 
be produced somewhere in the provinces. 
This is what the Americans call trying- it 
M$ a dog; if the dog don't die, the baby 
will come up to London and be on view at 
the Circus later on. — Sporting Times. 

Tub, very modem slang for a 
morning bath. The word has 
been adopted across the Chan- 
neL 

When I got home, and had my tuh^ and 
looked at myself in the glass, I found my 
frontispiece much disfigured. — Sporting 
Life. 

Formerly a bath was termed 
a bathing-tub. 

Tubbing (University), boating, 
generally in a broad boat, called 
a tub. 

If "up" at the University, we will pro- 
bably pass our time between "grinding 
hard " and tubbing on the river. — Morning 
Advertiser. 

So to the river he next day went, and 
made his first essay in a tub. — C. Bede: 
Vtrda$U Green. 



Also before a crew take to 
their racing craft they have 
some preliminary practice in a 
wide pair-oared boat, called a 
tub pair. This practice is called 
tuhhing. The same term is also 
applied to the coaching given 
to new oarsmen. (Prison), im- 
prisonment. " Nantes from the 
Rents (Fuller's or Tullwood's 
Rents in Holborn), smugged to 
rites, pilled, expects a tubbing ; " 
inscription in a prison cell. 

Tub-man, an appointment given 
to a barrister practising in the 
old Exchequer Court, which 
gave him a precedence in all 
"motions," or applications to 
the judge. This was a great 
advantage to its possessor, and 
was always given to one who 
had a good practice in that 
court. 

Tubs (American cadet), a sob- 
riquet for a very corpulent man, 
one who, so to speak, possesses 
a self-contained corporation. 

Tub-thumper (common), a street- 
comer parson. 

"But I know a lady friend, an awful 
nice girl, who's out of an engagement" 

But the tub-thumperhad fled. — Sporting 
Times. 

Dr. is a frothy tub-thumper, whose 

sermons (they are published in one of the 
London " religious" weeklies) are models 
of what pulpit eloquence should not be. — 
Evening News. 

"Tub-preacher" is an old 
term for a ranting, dissenting 
preacher. Also " tub-drubber." 
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Wwsm^ss and poetry a^rec as ill together 
as faith and reason; wi ich two latter, as 
has b en judiciously observ'd by the 
fam'd tuh-druhber of Co vent Garden, can 
never be brouqht to set their horses to- 
gether.—?'. Browns Works. 

Tub-thumping (common), street 
preaching. 

Another, nho waxed rather warm, was 
requeNted not to do any t^ih-tkumping. — 
Funny Folks. 

Tuck (schoolboys), food, especi- 
ally sweet-stuff, pastry. 

The slo^ger looks rather sodden, as if he 
didn't take much exercise and ate too much 
twck. — Hughts: Tom Browns Schooldays. 

To tuck is a provincialism 
signifying to eat, hence iuclc ; 
ftidb-shop, a pastry cook-shop. 

Come alon^ down to Sally Harrowell's ; 
that's our school-house /Mot-shop. She 
bakes such shining murphies. — Hughes: 
'Font Broivn's Schooldays. 

Tuck-'em-fair (old cant), place of 
execution. From tuck-up, to 
hang. 

He wa> tucked-up so neat and pretty. — 
Death of Socrates. 

Tuck in your twopenny, a re- 
commendation by boys playing 
at leap-frog to the one who 
stoops to bend his head. 

Tuck-man (mercantile), the part- 
ner who brings the money to 
a business is so called. From 
iuck^ food. 

Tuck on, to (popular), to tuck on 
a price is to charge exorbit- 
antly without reference to the 
real value of an article. 



Tuck out, tuck in (boys), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

The understood terms were a tnch out, 
which in Hale's Street is short and simple 
language for as much as can be eaten.— 
Greenwood: In Strange Cotnpany. 

Tuft (University), explained by 
quotation. 

The lad . . • followed with a kind of 
proud obsequiousness all the tufts of the 
university. — Thackeray: Shabhy-Genteel 
Story. 

As tuft and /«^-hnnters have become 
household words, it is perhaps needless to 
tell any one that the gold tassel is the 
distinguishing mark of a nobleman.— C. 
Bede: Verdant Green. 

Tuft-hunter (society), any one 
who seeks after and hangs on 
to the society of people of title. 
The derivation of the word is 
from the tuft or gold tassels the 
noblemen and fellow commoners 
used to wear at the University. 
The expression is now g^eial 
in society. 

He was at no time the least of a tnjh- 
hunter^ but rather had a marked natural 
indifference to \.\x{\&.—Carlyle : Life of 
Sterling. 

At last a lugubrious crew 
Rode pensively over the plain, 

Composed of the tuft-hunters^ who 
No Jubilee honours could gain. 

Levy-Lawson, he headed the train. 

And as they moved gloomily by 
The band played a sorrowful strain ; 

The soldiers were ordered to cry 
Boo-hoo I 

The soldiers were ordered to cry I 

—FuHMy Folks. 

Tug (Winchester College), usual, 
ordinary, common, stale, as 
tv^-clothes, every-day clothes. 
Also stale news. (Eton), a col- 
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leger or boy on the foundation. 
Tug was supposed to bo short 
for tug-mxxXXoxiy as the collegers 
were then allowed by the col- 
lege statutes to have no meat 
but mutton. 

The long-looked for St. Andrew's Day 
arriTeSy when the great match of coUei^ers, 
or, as the small oppidan would term it, tu£^, 
and oppidans is to be played. — Pascoe : 
Everyday Life in our Public Schools. 

Tuggery (Eton), explained by 
quotation. 

My interlocutor was a red • headed, 
9 freckled little boy of eleven, who had 
come iirom Aberdeen, '* to try for tu^ery" 
that is, to try and pass on to the foun- 
dation as a King's scholar. — Brinsley 
Richard: Seven Years at Eton. 

Tnlip (roughs), " Go it, my tulip T 
A street phrase during the tulip 
mania in 1S42, when one bulb 
was sold for £6^t>. 

Turn (American), stylish, " in pro- 
per form.** 

By the way, gold spoons and forks for 
dessert have come in again, and you get 
them everywhere. Indeed, no table seems 
to look quite iunt for a big occasion with- 
out them.-—/* '^. A'., in Chicago Tribune. 

\ Tnmasha (Anglo- Indian), an 
entertainment, a spectacle, a 
popular excitement. Arabic 
iamdthi, 

Tumbies (University), ablutions. 

Oor hero soon concluded his tumbies 
and his dressing.— C. Bedel Verdant 
Green. 

Tninbler (printers), a synonym 
for a printing machine, the 
cylinder of which has a peculiar 



rocking motion. (Thieves), cart ; 
to nap the flog at the tumbler, 
formerly to be whipped at the 
cart's tail. (Turf), a term ap- 
plied to a worthless horse not 
steady on its legs. 

Its representatives likewise cut a better 
figure than Tom Fergusson's three tunt' 
biers. — Sporting' Times. 

Tumble, to (American), agree to 
anything, assent. A variation 
of "fall in," to concur. The 
French have tomber d'accord. 

Now as for this speculation which you 
propose. It may be a very fine thing, but 
I don't tumble to it. — American News- 
paper. 

Also to understand. In this 
sense to tumble is very general 
in England among turfites, cos- 
termongers, roughs and thieves. 

"Eh, Johnson, ever see a nicer run o' 

sleighing?" 

"Yes, Mr. Green." 

"When and where?" 

" In the West Indies in 1857." 

Three weeks later Mr. Green meets Mr. 

Johnson and exclaims : 

"Ah I I tumble! Of course, it's winter 

ten months in the year down there. Ha ! 

ha 1 Good joke ! "—Detroit Free Press. 

" Well, any woman that's dyin' has to 
be braced up, an' if she's faintin' has to 
be brought to. Medicine is the thing. 
Patent medicine of course. S'pose you're 
doin' Frou-Frou — last act. Bottle of 
'Warner's Certain Cure' — big label — 
on the mantelpiece. Husband in tears 
rushes to bottle and pours out cupful : 
'Take this, my darling, my wayward 
child, it will keep you with us a moment 
longer, if it does not pull you through.' 
One line, twenty dollars a night — we 
dxyxd^tr-tumbleV 

"I am not a tumbler" she said, with 
rising \x\6\gQAi\on.—Grcen-Room Jokes. 
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Although I did not tmmhle to the real 
esience of the business for some minutes, 
yet 1 got in at the finish. — Snorting Tittus. 

••To tumUe to barrikin,** to 
understand long^oage. 

** I can't tumhle to that harrikiK^" said a 
young fellow, •* it's a jaw-breaker." — May- 
krw: L(md<m LaSs^ur and tfu London 
Poor. 

•• I tumUe to your barrikin," 
I understand you, I twig. To 
tumble to the dodge, to perceive 
the trick. 

Jack always believed that he had been 
robbed by one of his former " pals," who, 
in the language of the profession, had 
" tumbUd to the dodge."— 0<>>y» R, 
Sims : Tfu Dolls Secret. 

To tumble to it is to allow 
oneself to be taken in, to be- 
lieve a falsehood, implying a 
certain degree of eagerness. 
(Provincial), to tumhle to the 
racket, to get accustomed to a 
thing. 

Tumble to pieces, to, to be safely 
delivered, as in childbirth. 

Tnmp, to (American), a Maine 
word meaning to pull or draw. 
Bartlett thinks it may be Indian. 
Till this is established, it may 
possibly be regarded as related 
to the Anglo-Saxon tedn, to 
draw. Also a slang word, to 
poke, push into; so used in a 
song in an obscene sense. From 
tampt to fill np a hole in a rock 
for the purpose of blasting ; to 
plug. 

Tum-tum (Anglo-Indian), a dog- 
cart 



Tund (schoolboys), tundinff at 
Winchester School is thrashing, 
and Punch pnts into the mouthof 
a Wykhamist the confession — 

I like to be funded twice a day, 
And swished three times a week. 

Tunding^ (Winchester), explained 
by quotation. 

It was the prefect of hall who ordered 
the infliction of a public tnnding. . . . 
The following umple and truthful state- 
ment of what a public tundtng was may 
enable those who take an interest in the 
matter to form some reasonable opinioo 
whether the infliction of such punishment 
were a good or a bad thing. . . . Some 
dozen or so of bo3rs, who had the best 
capacities for the performance, were ap- 
pointed by him for the purpose, and the 
whole assembly stood around the dais, 
while the hymn TV dt^ro/undis was sang. 
When all were thus assembled, and before 
the singers commenced, the culprit who 
had been sentenced to a funding stepped 
out, pulled ofi* his gown, and received from 
the hands of one deputed by the "prefect 
of hall," and armed with a tough, pliant, 
ground-ash stick, a severe beating. — T. A, 
TroUope: What I Remember. 

I never heard of any case in Eton like 
the funding which, some years ago, 
brought our mother-school into disagree- 
able notice. — Pascoe: Everyday Life in 
our Public Schools. 

From tund, to beat, same as 
"to tan;" "tan," a switch; 
•'tancel," to beat 



T u n k e r (popular), 
preacher. 



a street 



Tunny or tumee (Anglo-Indian), 
an English supercargo. Sea- 
Hindu, and probably a corrup- 
tion of attorney (Roebuck, cited 
in the Anglo-Indian Glossary). 
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Tup, properly a ram, occurs in 
the slang phrase a "stray tup 
on the loose/' x.e., a man looking 
out for a girl. 

Tuppennies (London), women who 
for twopence will take articles 
to a pawnbroker's shop, deposit 
them, obtain the money and 
ticket, and take them to the 
owner. 

In those parts of London where pawn- 
shops and poverty abound there is a class 
of women who go by the name of two- 
ptmnies, and who make it their business 
to be intermediaries between the lenders 
and the borrowers of money on articles of 
proper t y. — 7Y/- Bits. 

Turkey merchant (tramps, &c.), 
a stealer of fowls. 

" Well make a Turkey merchant of you 
yet," said an old gypsy, " never fear that." 
— Beacottsfield : Vcrutia. 

Also a dealer in plundered or 
contraband silks. 

Turkey, to talk (American), to 
talk turlcy is to converse on pro- 
fitable business, to " talk iron " 
signifies the contrary. " Now 
you begin to talk turkey,*' said 
a man in Philadelphia to one 
who at last told him how much 
he was to have out of a certain 
transaction. It is derived from a 
well-known story. A white man 
and an Indian went hunting, 
with the understanding that the 
game was to be divided piece by 
piece. The result of the sport 
was two wild turkeys and three 
crows. The white man, who 
took it on himself to count out, 
began by allotting a crow to the 



Indian, then a turkey to himself, 
then another crow to the Indian, 
appropriating, of course, the 
second turkey. To which the 
native demurred, saying : " You 
talk all turkey for you, and only 
talk crow for Injun " (C. G. 
Leland). 

Turn (theatrical), length of per- 
formance of an actor or singer. 

'Twas plain that ere her turn had ceased, 
Her talent had, on him at least, 
Created a most palpable impression. 

— S^crttng' Times. 

(Stock Exchange), an Ameri- 
can term, very common in Wall 
Street, signifying a method of 
eluding the risks pertaining to 
an infringement of the usury 
laws — for example, when a 
broker "carries stock" (which 
see) for a client, in order to 
pay for it he often has to seek 
the aid of bankers or private 
money - lenders, hypothecating 
the stocks in return for an ad- 
vance. When money is tight, 
the bank, in addition to the 
legal interest which it is em- 
powered to charge, levies also 
an additional commission. This, 
in the slang parlance of the 
Stock Exchange, is called a 
turn. Also the profit on a bar- 
gain. 

Turned (prison), converted, by ab- 
breviation from turned square, 
the contrary of being crooked, 
or on the crook. A conversa- 
tion between two thieves was 
overheard in Clerkenwell Pri- 
son. "That chaplain!" "What 
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of him?" "He's a rum 'un; he 
come into my cell, and slid, 
'Look here, jou talk straight to 
mc, and I'll talk straight to jou.* 
Ah ! and he do talk straight, 
don't he ? I think he's one of 
us — tumid, you know." 

Turned up (thieves), arrested. 

Taming cart-wheels (popular), a 
feat performed by circus-clowna 
and street boys of rolling over 
and over in such a manner that 
only the palms of the hands and 
the soles of the feet touch the 
ground. In French, " faire la 
roue." 

The urchin who watches the passing 
"bus in order to mount it while the con* 
ductor is collecting fare> ; who gets a 
gratuitous ride bchinvl growlers and drays ; 
who sells mutches, and opens cab doors, 
and carries luggage, and directs strangers, 
and turns cart-wheels — precocious brat- 
lings of this sort are uell known to the 
true Londoner, who marvels at their ex- 
traordinary sharpness and unquenchable 
viulity. — Daily TtUgraph. 

Turnips (common), to get turnips, 
to be taken in, to be jilted. To 
"turn it up." 

One day I got a letter, 
It came from Ketsy Gay ; 

She said she'd given me turnip ; 
With another she'd run away. 
— Loniion : Tht Prize Songster. 

Turn one's coat, to, explained by 
quotation. This is an almost 
recognised phrase. French " re- 
tourner sa veste." A man who 
changes his political opinions is 
termed a *' turncoat." 

Thinking men of both parties who have 
hitherto strenuously opposed the introduc- 



tion of politics into monidpal elections, 
are beginning, as it has become the sQly 
fashion to designate a change of opinion, 
to turn their coats.-^St, Helen's Lantern. 

Turn one over, to (thieves), to 
search on the person. 

" What catch would it be if you was to 
$mm me averf So I took him into a 
pub which had a back way out, and called 
for a pint of stout, and told the reeler to 
wait a minute. — Horsley : Jottings freen 
Jail 

Turn out (society), a very fav- 
ourite word in London society, 
meaning entourage, get up. *'A 
very smart turn out" is often 
applied to a carriage which is 
weU and smartly got up, with 
good horses, harness, and every- 
thing well done. It is also ap- 
plied to people who dress well 

and look smart. "Mrs. 

is always so well turned ouL** 
(Popular), the name given by 
working girls to the toilette 
hired by them to go to pleasure 
gardens. 

"And what should you say it would 
cost a girl on an average who hired a full 
turn out on Monday and Saturday even- 
ingsr 

"If she was a regular customer, it 
wouldn't cost her more than two shillings, 
ostrich and all."—/. Greenwood: Tag, 
Rag <5y Co, 

Turn out slap, to (taUors), to 
execute work expeditiously. 

Turnover (trade), an apprentice 
transferred from one mxister to 
another is called a turnover. 

Turnpike sailor (popular), a 
vagabond who shams the ship- 
wrecked sailor. 



Turn — Twicer. 
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I became a iurnpikt sailor^ as it is 
called, and went out as one of the Shal* 
low Brigade, wearing a guernsey shirt and 
drawers, or tattered trousers — May hew : 
London Labour and the London Poor, 

Turn the g^ame ap, to (common), 
to give up one's occupation or 
pursuits, generally dishonest 
ones. 

Marston had lonj; ago announced his 
intention to turn the game up ; Brook 
had determined to get out of the country 
ioft a bit in case of accidents. — G. Sims : 
Rogues and Vagabonds. 

Turn turtle, to (nautical), to 
capsize. 

Turn-up (common), a prize-fight. 
Also a street fight. 

I'd describe now to you as " prime a 
■et'to," and " regular turn-up" as ever 
you knew ; not inferior in " bottom " to 
aoght you have read of. — Ingoldsby Le- 
gends. 

A sudden piece of luck. 
(Sport), bookmakers are said 
to have a turn-up when an un- 
backed horse wins. 

"Ah, well," said young Bob. "I sup- 
pose we shall still be allowed to have our 
private turn-ups, and I can tell you it's 
pretty warm work sometimes." — Punch. 

Turn up Jack (American), a 
phrase borrowed from card- 
playing. 

Mad dogs, mad cows, and mad men are 
reported as turning up Jack in almost 
every direction. — Milford {Miissach usetts) 
Journal, 

Turtle-doves (thieves), rhyming 
slang for gloves. 



Tusheroon (tinker, also canting), 
a crown. Also a "bull," a 
** cart-wheel." 

Tut - work (workmen), piece- 
work. 

Tweak (old), difficulty, perplexity. 
" He was in a sad tu)€ak*' Also 
a prostitute. 

Thence to Bantree, as I came there 
From the bushes near the lane there. 
Rushed a izveak in gesture flaunting, 
With a leering eye and wanton. 

— Drunken Bamaby's Journey. 

Tweedle (thieves), a spurious 
ring, used to swindle jewellers 
and pawnbrokers. 

Twelve apostles, the last twelve 
men in the mathematical tripos 
at Cambridge. 

Twelve godfathers, a jury who 
have to decide whether a pri- 
soner has been guilty of man- 
slaughter, justifiable homicide, 
or murder, t.c., to give a name 
to crime. 

Twelver (thieves), a shilling. 

Twicer (printers), a man that 
professes to work both at case 
and press or machine, is gene- 
rally termed a twicer. Country 
hands coming to town arc often 
looked on as such, for in their 
native places, owing to a limited 
number of hands and amount of 
work, they are expected to turn 
their hands to either. The 
Cockney printer as a rule follows 
but one branch. 
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fwtg — Twins. 



Twig^, in prime (popular), in first- 
rate condition, in high spirits. 
Tvng is provincial for brisk, 
actiTc 

Twi£^, to (popular), a Lincolnshire 
term, to understand, but com- 
monly used in slang with the 
further meaning of perceive, 
see, notice, observe. From the 
Irish tuiginiy I understand, dis- 
cern. Whitley Stokes compares 
Irish tuigim, old Irish tuceu, 
with old Latin tongire^ Gothic 
thagkjan, Icelandic thelclcja^ Eng- 
lish thi'nJc (Irish Glossaries). 

*' They're a twiggin of you, sir," whis- 
pered Mr. Weller. — Dickens: Fickwick 
Papers. 

A landsman said, " I twig the chap- 
he's been upon the mill." — Ingoldsby Lt- 
gends. 

I see you twig. — Punch. 

The giant kept dropping in, usually 
followed by a crowd of ragamufTins, whilst 
the gamin shouted in French the equi- 
valent of " Twig his legs Bill?" for he 
was dreadfully in-knccd. — Moonshine, 

Henceforth we'll speak with common 
throat, 

For common party ends combine. 
Here, put this primrose in your coat ; 

That orchid I will place in mine. 
Henceforth in concert we will jig, 

To Solly's piping— eh, my boy ? 
We can't afford to tiff, you tivig^ 

If we'd the Gladstonites annoy ! 

— Funny Folks, 

Also possibly from the Anglo- 
Saxon tvig-sprwc, geminata lo- 
qula, ambiguitas (Ettmiiller, 
Lex. Ang. Sax.), an ambiguous, 
double-meaning speech. Hence 
twedgariy to doubt. "Ne magic 
thiis n4 tveogan," I cannot doubt 



this, ue., I tung. Vide Hop THE 
Twig. 

Twilig^ht (schools), toilet. 

It was no use doing the downy again, so 
it was just as well to make one's iznligki 
and go to chapel.--C. Bede: VerdatU 
Green. 

Twine, to (prison), explained by 
following extract from Temjle 
Bar: — "Suppose you start in 
the morning with a good sove- 
reign and a snyde half-sovereign 
in your pocket. You go into 
some place or other and ask for 
change -of the sovereign ; or you 
order some beer, and give the 
sovereign in payment. Itislikely 
you will get half-a-sovereign 
and silver back in change. Then 
is the time to tvyine. You change 
your mind after you have rung 
your snyde half-quid with the 
pood one, and, throwing down 
the snyde half, say you prefer 
silver. The landlord or land- 
lady, or whoever it is, will pick 
up the snyde half-quid, thinking, 
of course, it is the same one 
they have given you." 

Yroxn. to twine, to twist or 
complicate. 

Twinkler (thieves), a light. The 
burglar is said to hold three 
things in abhorrence when found 
in a house* he intends to rob — a 
twinkler , a tinkler, and a tattler, 
alias a light, abell on the shutter, 
and a barking dog. 

Twins (American), a now almost 
obsolete New England term, 
meaning "dinner and tea at 



Twins — Tu)o-eyed. 
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onemeaL ThecaBtomof having 
liotn* in the short days of winter 
was formeilj tbtj conunon" 
(Bartlett). Id England such a 
meal is called bj commeroial 
traTellers "Box Harry" (Hot- 
tan), a term used in Lincolnshire 
to mekn economy of any kind 
after extravagtiDce. Probably 
from the idea of bsAting or rob- 
bing " old Harry," or the devil, 
who daneet in an empty pocket. 



Twiris (bn^larsj, skeleton keys. 
H* wu WT ludiT at iD&kiDg twirU, 
■ad Bied to inpply tlicm all wilh tulL— 
Hanky: JeHinftfitimJaa. 

Twist (common), a good appetite, 
allnding probably to the tout- 
ing or gnawing sensation in a 
faoDgiy man's stomach — to the 
pangs of hunger, which is oi- 
aoUy rendered by the French 
fllang phrase " avoir une crampe 
aapylore." It Is curious to note 
also the term "tortillcr,"toeat, 
literally to twist, coil. Formerly 
"tordre." "line fait que tor- 
die et avtUer," said of a glut- 
ton. Oliver Twist was appa- 
rently so called by Dickens on 
aocoDQtof bis "hero's" propen- 
sity to ask for " more," 
"An egg," cried ShakcbiicoD, who hu 



Twister (popolar), a blsehood, 
imaginary story ; " he can spin 
a tiffUter," he is cIbtoi at telling 
a falsehood. 

Twlstical (American), having a 
twist, tortaous ; hence perverse, 
unfair, dishonest. In North- 
amptonshire tviiUr means cross. 



Twist on the shorta (Stock Bs- 
ohange) , said when the market 
has been pnSed up by Irr^ular 
and artifloial means, and the 
lAorti (which see) have bean 
oompelled to settle at a miuooa 
loss, in consequence of being 
heavily undersold. 

Twlat, to (thieves), to hang. 

Twitch a twelve, to (American 
University), to get the highest 
namber of marks. 

Two d. (popular), twopence. A 
costermoDger will say, "111 take 

(WD d. for it." 

Two-eigh teener (American), a 
man or woman ot the fastest 
kind, the allusion being to the 
highest record in trotting 
matches, about two minutes 
eighteen seconds being the faat- 
eat time for a mile. 

T«o-er (popular), a fiorin. Also 



Two-ered steak (familiar), a 
dried herring or bloater. 
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Twofer — Two4hirfy, 



am goinc to have for breakfast ? " " What 
is it 7 " "A two-rytd sttak" which turned 
out to be a Yarmouth bloater. — Tk* 
Reader. 

Twofer (common), a term applied 
to a looso woman. 

Two fours (army), the 44th Regi- 
ment of Foot. 

Two-nick (printers), a vulgar allu- 
sion to infants of the female sex. 

Twopenny (popular), the tongu& 
*' Twopenny red rag." 

Why, you're going into Newgate Street, 

the Lord Mayor bawls, 
But John said ** Tuck your hifopenny'tn-^ 
I'm going around St. Paul's." 

— ^ Baliad : Tfu L<frd Msyof's 
Coachman, 

Twopenny damn, probably analo* 
gous to "not worth a curse," 
"a tinker's curse." The Duke 
of Wellington is alleged to have 
said that he did not care a two' 
penny damn what became of the 
ashes of Napoleon Buonaparte ; 
and a correspondent of NaUt 
aiid Queries J Series iii., 326, anxi- 
ous to redeem the Iron Duke's 
memory from the charge of pro- 
fanity, thinks that it was a cant 
reminiscence of his Indian ser- 
vice—a dam being a coin and 
weight which had become de- 
preciated in value to about two- 
pence ; hence a ttoopenny dam 
would naturally pass into ordi- 
nary speech. This, however, is 
very problematical. 

We don't — we quote, mind you, our con- 
temporary—we don't care a t^vofenny 
damn for the argument about Probate.— 
Star. 



Twopenny hop (thieves), a cheap 
danoe. 

The girl is invited to *'raflle%" and 
treated to twopenny hop* and half-pints of 
beer.— Ifajrilrtv : London Lnboura$uL the 
Limdon Poor. 

Twopenny rope (popular), ox- 
plained by quotation. 

" And pray, Sam, what is the twop e mtry 
rope f " inquired Mr. Pickwick. 

•* The twopenny ropCy sir," replied Mr. 
Weller, ** is just a cheap lodgin' • house 
where the beds is twopence a night t " 

" What do they caU a bed a rope for?" 
said Mr. Pickwick. 

" Well, the adwantage o' the plan's ob- 
vious. At six o'clock every momin', they 
lets go the ropes at one end, and down 
falls all the lodgers. Consequence is that, 
being thoroughly waked, they get up very 
quickly, and wralk away." — Dickms : PicJk^ 
xtnck Papers. 

The French have " coucher k 
la corde," to sleep in such lodg- 
ing-houses. 

Two -pipe scatter -gun (Cana- 
dian), a double-bore rifle. 

"Oh, dum your rifles!" said an <M 
settler to me. "Give me a two -Pipe 
tcatter'gnn and a spike-tailed smell-damp 
and I'm fixed." And this gentleman's 
neatly expressed opinion seems to be pretty 
generally received. — Pkillipps • IVol^y : 
Trottin£s of a Tenderfoot. 

Two pun' ten (trade), an expres- 
sion used by assistants to one 
another in shops when a sus- 
pected customer enters. The 
phrase refers to ** two eyes upon 
ten fingers," shortened as above. 

Two sevens (army), the 77th 
Regiment. Also " Pot-hooks." 

Two-thifty. Vide Full Dbivx. 



Two — Type-Slinger. 
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Two to oat ■hop, the p»wn- 
broket'a; iiiBllniioD,ujsaroao, 
to the three blae balls, the sign 
of that trade ; or, pecbaps, from 
it* being tvo to out that the 
gooda pledged there are ever 
Mdeemed. The bolU are not 
now of necessity blue, as they 
appear to have been in Grose's 
titne. The skuig of the present 
day for this canTccient banker 
of the poor, ifl "my onole" 
(in France it is "my aunt," 
Ma lanlt),aiid the act of pledging 
I* to "Bpoat" or to "pop." 

Two twos (array), the zznd Rc^- 
ment of Foot, formerly known 
H the "Red Enigbts," from 
being once served out with com' 
pleto suits of scarlet 

Tjbaia (old), Tytmm blossom, a 
young thief. To preach at Ty- 
burn cross, to be hung, allud- 
ing to the penitential Epeeches 
made on such occasions. 

That (oldiBDis ileme, or pmb at Tiien 
eTmit,—Stnii Civ. 

Also to fetch a Tyham, stretch. 
Tyhim show, hanging, banged. 
If I'm not tasEol " Viislq-n«, 
—TktSimgtfilH YmvPrif. 
A 7^m tippet, a halter. 

Tyconna, tjecana (Anglo- 
Indian), an underground room 
01 cellar, in which people can 
take refuge during the hottest 
part of the day. Persian tdk- 
JbUtM, netbei honte. 



Tyke, a d(^. This is old EngllBh, 
from Icelandic l\k, a bitcb, but 
only used now by slaug-tallciDg 
olasses. Shakspeare uses the 
WOrd(Z/enry V.). 

A towiie tyktt bbck, Ertm, uhI large. 
To gin [turn mutic was hit cbatgc 

—Burm: Tarn »' Shaxlir. 
When I K°( Ihen I found i> » hoi, 
became Iheic had been sa nuuiy fylat 

every double, aiid bills po&ted up about 
XL—HBrrllT : Jsltimpfnm J^il. 



Tyker, a mi 



And I liEh foi Ihe 1 
Ihe gamekeeper or 1 



Tyler, Adam. Vide Adam Tileb, 
to wbicb may be added : this 
probably has no reference to a 
man's name, adam being short 
for adamed, married, united ; 
heuceincoufederacy. A"mason 
and tylor" were swiijdlers in 
close association, the first being 
also called "masoner" (which 
see), a Torksbire term for a 
bricklayer- 
Type - lifter (printers), a term 
generally applied to fast com- 
posers of type. 

Type-«Unger (printers), an ejrpo- 
ditious but slovenly compositor, 
who composes rapidly regard- 
less of errors and blunders. 
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Typhoon — Unde. 



Typhoon (maritime), a storm. It 
is not generally known that 
the exact Hinda word Cu/oii, a 
storm, is used in the same sense 
by English gypsies. 

Typo (printers), a term of 
familiarity applied by one typo- 



grapher to another, the abbre- 
viation being apparent. Also 
French. 



tzing (London), excellent, 
elegant, dashing, synonymous 
with "slap up," "chic," but 
seldom heard now. 




GLIES (theatrical). 
ddirium tremem. 

Uhlan (tailors), a 
tramp. 

Ullag^es, a nautical term, meaning 
the remainder in a cask, which 
has leaked ; hence the wine of 
all sorts left in the bottom 
of glasses at a public dinner. 
Hotten suggests Latin uUut, 
any, but it is more probably 
from the French eoulage. 

Ultramarine (London), "blue," 
that is, more or less indecent. 

Woe to the cracker of a " risky " wheese ; 
pity the dancer of an uUramarifU step, 
for the order of the boot is kept ready be- 
hind the bar for these offenders. — Sorting 
Timts. 

Ultray (Punch show), very; uUray 
*cativa, very bad. 

**How are you getting on?" I might 
say to another Punch-man. " Ultray 
cativa," he'd SAj.—Mayhrtv. 

Unbleached American (Ameri- 
can), a negro, a man of colour. 
An expression which sprang up 
during the war. " Am I not a 



man and a brother f " was con- 



verted about the 
into "Am I not a 
hothtrt" 



same time 
man and a 



Uncertainties (printers), a vul- 
garism applied to babies of the 
female sex. 

Uncle (common), pawnbroker. 

"Dine in your frock, my good friend, 
and welcome, if your dress-coat is in the 
country." " It is at present at an tmclet* 
— Thackeray : The Newcomes. 

We find him making constant rdterence 
to an uMcU^ in respect of whom he would 
seem to have entertained great expecta- 
tions, as he was in the habit of seeking to 
propitiate his favour by presents of plate, 
jewels, books, ix^tches, and other valuable 
articles.— /Pibtncx .* Martin CkuxxUwit. 

Woe I woe 1 to that jock, 
My watch is in soak, 
More aid from my tincle 
I vainly invoke. 

I'm a wave on the sea of misfortune. 
And— what's frequent with breakers— 
I'm broke ! 

— Turf, FUU, and Farm. . 

It has been suggested that 
unde is from uncus, a book 
(French au douy in pawn), but 
it is evidently derived from 
a jocular allusion ,^to a fond 



Uncle — Unload. 
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uncle or a mysterious rich uncle 
— " oncle d'Am^rique " — as in 
Dickens's quotation. Uncles 
have always been considered as 
the natural prey of spendthrift 
nephews. The French term the 
pawnbroker " ma tante " or *• ma 
tante Dumont'* (du mont-de- 
pl^t^). Also "mon oncle Du 
Prdt." "Oncle" is a very old 
term for a usurer, and also means 
a jailer, prisoners considering 
themselves as being in pawn. 



(American), 
unlock the 



Uncork the swag 

deliver I literally, 
portmanteau. 

Once more, you bloke, will you uncork 
thai swag f — Detroit Free Press. 

Unctioii, blue (popular), mercurial 
ointment. Also " blue butter.'' 

Undergraduates (turf), horses 
that are being trained for 
steeple-chasing. 

It teems to me that the undergraduates 
comprise far better material than what is 
generally drafted from the ranks of the 
flat racers . . . the best of the lot are in 
the hands of trainers who lay themselves 
oat for the preparation of jumpers. — 
Refene. 

Undergrotmder (cricket). An un- 
dergroufKierf a *' daisy cutter," a 
••daisy trimmer," or "sneak," 
is a ball bowled all along the 
ground, without a proper pitch. 

Understandings (common), shoes, 
feet, in opposition to <op«, upper 
garments or tops of boots, and 
bottom clothing. 



The massive Kadoudja found a fitting 
exponent in Miss , whose short Cir- 
cassian skirt admitted of the display of a 
pair of shapely understattdings. — Modem 
SocUty. 

Understudy (theatrical), an actor 
or actress engaged to under- 
study, and to act, if necessary, 
the parts of principal perform- 
ers — so that, in the event of 
accident, or indisposition, the 
run of a piece may not be sus- 
pended. 

Her voice was no fortune, but it sufficed 
for the chorus in comic opera, and she was 
offered an understudy of a few lines in the 
preceding farce. — Society Times. 

Unicom (thieves), two men and 
one woman, or two women and 
one man associated to steal. 
From unicorn^ two horses abreast 
with a leader. 

Universal staircase (thieves), the 
treadmilL 

Well, the beaks got up to the dodge, 
and all the Spanish lurksmen in their turns 
got to work the universal staircase. — 
A fay hew : London Labour emd the Lon- 
don Poor. 



Unlimber (American), 
out with the money. 



deliver I 



No monkeying I unlimber! produce the 
scads. — Detroit Free Press. 

Unload, to (Stock Exchange), to 
selL (American), unload your 
boodle, empty your pockets, de- 
liver up the property. 

Cheese your patter 1 Don't you see I've 
got^he drop ? Unload your boodle.— Z>c- 
troit Fru Press. 
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Ufttnentionables — Upper. 



Unmentiooables. a sillj euphem- 
ism for troofiers. Also *' annt- 
terablcs, unwhisperables, ineff- 
ables, inexpressibles." 



Also mach ascd in England. 



Unregenerate chicken-lii 

(AmericanJ, a petty thief be- 
yond all hope of reform. Mr. 
StcTens applies this beantifol 
term to an Austrian gypsy. 

Unrigged (thieves and popular), 
naked ; rigged out, dressed. 

Unsalted (American), fresh, green, 
" young," or inexperienced. 

He was an untaUrd young man at the 
oyster festival given the other night by the 
Dorcas Aid Society of Christ Church, and 
he was seated in front of half-a-dozen 
fried. — IVashin^on Critic. 

Unsweetened (popular), gin. 

Those who are partial to the ttnrwett- 
ened or " Old Tom."— Bird o' Freedom. 

Up and down place (tailors), a 
situation where a man is re- 
quired to cut and fill up time 
in sewing. Up and down is old 
for ** in every respect." 

He was euen Socrates up and dovmt in 
this pointe and behalfe, that no man euer 
sawe hjrm either laughe or wcepc.--' C/dai : 
Erasmus's Apophthegms. 

Up a tree, treed (American), in 
difficulty, cornered, unable to 
do anything, 

A Something, apparently intermediate 
between man and monkey, now ornaments 
a Bowery museum. This Something is 
believed to be a primeval m — gw — mp. 
The modern m — gw — mp, it will be re- 
membered, has long ears, and he is arbo- 
real in his habits, lliat is, he's always up 
a tree. — New York Sun. 



How he lived I can't conjectore ; he 

always ar> a tree, 
Thoagh 'tis fair to state he often borrowed 

half-a-crown of me. 

"-FmmMy Foikx. 

Uphill player (cricketers), a player 
who plays a good losing game 
under disadvantage, one who 
never says "die." 

Up in his hat (Irish), drunk, cor- 
responding to English slang 
*' elevated." 

Upon my Sam (common), upon 
my soul. A piece of slang at 
one time very conmion in the 
mouths of women. 

.Upper Benjamin (popular), a top- 
coat. 

A greatcoat, a sort of upper Benjeumn, 
hanging on loosely and unbuttoned. — 
Sp<trting Times. 

Originally a cloak or upper 
garment was a " Joseph." The 
connection is obvious. 

Upper crust (common), the higher 
society. Originally American. 
La hauU, 

Since then our nearest synonym to chic 
has been " good form," & later outgrowth 
of British upper^crust slang. — Daily Tele- 
graph. 

(Pugilistic), the skin. 

Sam's nob had been in pepper alley, and 
his upper crust was rather changed. — 
Pierce Egan : Book of Sports. 

Upper Roger (Anglo-Indian), 
young king. "This happy ex- 
ample of Hobson-Jobson dialect 



upper— up. 



OOOQTB in a letter dated 1755, 
from Captoiia Jackion, at Syriao 
in Dunoa. It ia a coiraption of 
the Sanskrit yuwiA-ra/iA, 'young 
Ung,' the C»sar or Iieir-sppa- 
rant" (Anglo-Indian Glo«sar;). 
In a similar waj Surajab Duw- 
l»b waj commooly cnlled by tbo 
BOldiers Sir Roger Dowler. 



Upper storey (popuLu), tbc head ; 
raXt in tbo upptr ttorty. craxj. 
Also " appet works." 

Upright man (old cant), the head 
of a gang of mendicants. 

Upeet bit apple-cut (Ameticaii), 
generally heard in thLi form— 
"look oqt, or you'll upstt your 
apple-cart andspili the peachcB," 
it, ■'Take care, or you'll come 

Up Stakes (American). " vp ilnkit 
and off," meaning the same an 
"to cut stick," i.f., to depart in 



The reference appears lo be 
a palling up of tent-pegs ot 
■takes before decamping. 

Up the spout (common), in pawn. 
Hence imprisoned. 



Up to Dick (popular), a pbraso 
which has become very popular 
of late years, having very ex- 
tensiTO .application to many 

clever is up to Did. as is one 
who ia gifted with presence ot 
mind. One who is well o3, or 
rich, or generous, or vrise in 
managing matters ; also one 
who i> quick and ready to please 
is quite the same. It also means 
to he well, satisfied, or jolly. 
There is a popular comic song 
in which all of these applica- 
tions aie made to tljc phrase. 
It Is very evidently derived from 
the gypsy diet or dikt, which is 
also common in ordinary slang, 
meaning to see, to perceive. 
"He is dressed up to Ditl." 
I.e., so that it is worth while 
to see hlin, is an old popular 
phrase borrowed from the 
Komany. 

When, Is ! 1 dear reUlion dinJ, 

Who left oic foil of lin. 
I often Ihink wiih eraiitudi 

AboDl theduTDldflkk, 
Who IcA DIE cuh Id cu[ a duh. 

And set iH ■/ u Diet. 
Uf ffl Dili, boyi, V " Diet, 
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Up — Use. 



Be like me, a jolly brick. 
That's the style, boys, u^ to Dick. 
—Catnack Prtss Ballad. 

Also in good health. 

Up to dictioiULry (popular), 
learned. 

Up to sample (common), equal 
to anticipation, of sufficientlj 
good quality. 



ThU combat \& up to 



\pU. 
—Punck, 



Up to snuff. Vide Snupp. Up 
to muff appears to be literally 
'* up to scent," and a metaphor 
like " smell a rat," " up to trap," 
ftc. ; but it was perhaps first 
popularised as meaning "stylish 
enough to take snuil," when 
snuil was still a luxury, and 
afterwards applied to familiar- 
ity with fashionable usages, &c. 

Up to the door (popular), to the 
last degree, as fine as possible 
Probably a variation of ** up to 
the knocker." 

Yes, and we goes out respectable, I can 
tell you. None of your half-and-half 
turn-outs. I'm togged ufi to tkt dooTt 
a pair of respectable "round my owsers," 
a two quid " I'm afloat," a silk "wipe** 
tied round my " top-deck," and a "bruiser's 
cady " on the top of the nob. — T. Brtmm* : 
Caster /oe ; or, tkt Happy Trio. 

Up to the knocker. Vide 
Enockeb. This term usually 
occurs in the phrase " dressed 
up to the knocker," t.c., very 
elegantly dressed, which pro- 
bably arose from the practice of 
tying a glove to the knocker of a 



house when a lady was in child- 
bed, the idea of the height of 
elegance being, in the popular 
mind, inseparable from the 
wearing of gloves, specially kid 
gloves. Hence, up to the knoeher, 
supremely elegant, completely, 
to the last degree, proficient. 
" Up to the door" appears to be 
a variation of this. " Kid," in its 
meaning of " swell," and " kid- 
dily," fashionably, in fine style, 
skilfully, probably arose from a 
like appreciation of the use of 
kid gloves. Again, it is possible 
that up to the hnocker owes its 
origin to the "knocker" or 
breast-pin which was formerly 
in fashion, and which was like 
a knocker on a door. 

1 shall have 'em all on to-morrow— tidy 
sort of weskit, cuffs, collar, and dicky — 
all up to tk* knocker.—/. Greemwood: 
Under tke Blue Blanket. 

Up to the mark. V%dt Mark. 

Up to the ropes (London), saga- 
cious, knowing. 

Her style and her talk were decidedly 
"gay," 
And any one up to the ropes^ 
Will guess that, of course, in the usual 
way, 
I took her to supper at " Pope's." 

— Bird o' Freedom. 

% 

U.S. cove (American thieves), a 
soldier, a man in the service 
of the American government. 
" U.S. plate," handcuffs. 

Use at, to (thieves), frequent. 

I got in company with some of the widest 
people in London. They used to use at 
a pub in Shoreditch.— /Ti^rr/Q' .* Jottimgs 
front Jail. 



Usher — Vantper. 
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Very common in Western 
America. To itse roand a place, 
to haunt it. 

Usher (thieves), yes; from the 
Tiddish user, it is right, it 
is so. 

Whea I got into Shoreditch I met one 
or two of the mob, who said, " Hallo, been 
out to-day? Did you touch?" So I said 
MsJur.—Horsley: Jottings from Jail, 



Utilities (theatrical), minor parts 
for beginners. " Responsible 
iUUitiet " are somewhat more 
important parts than ordinaiy 
utUUici. 

Utter (society), excellent, most 
elegant. 

Uzar (gypsy), by chance. (Hindu 
usar, by chance.) 




iACCASHO (gypsy), a 
calf, also a lamb. 

V&g. (American), 
a vagabond. The 
Vagabond Act is always called 
in police circles the Vaj. Act. 

By the way, Billy, why ain't I in with 
the other vags. or the S. D.'s (Simple 
Drunks)? You're treating me as royally 
as a murderer. — Bird o' Frtedom. 

Vakeel (Anglo-Indian), a barrister. 

Valley tan (American), a kind of 
whisky sold in the Mormon 
country is known as vaJllty tan. 

Valleys (pantomime, &c.), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

Cascades and valleys are trundling and 
gymnastic performances, such as tumbling 
across the stage on •wheels and catching 
hold of hands and twirling round. — Majf 
hew : LotidoH Labour and th* London 
Poor. 

Vamos (American). The soldiers 
who returned from the war 
with Mexico brought with them 
several Spanish phrases, such 
as wiiROf , let us go, which they 



speedily changed to vamo, very 
properly described by Bartlett 
as "a curious grammatical 
perversion." With this came 
ranchf a farm ; hence the popu- 
lar saying, ''Let us vamos the 
rone A." 

Vamose, vamoose, to (common), 
to depart, run away. Vide 
Vamos. 

And he tfamosed with that clear con- 
science that belongs to him that giveth 
away his fellow-man: — Birdo' Frtedom. 

Vamp (thieves), a robbery. In 
for a vamp, convicted of steal- 
ing. 

V am per, a horse-dealer that 
"vamps" up, cobbles up a 
horse; that is, makes him ap- 
pear sound by certain tricks 
and devices. Tide To Vamp. 

By what process of diabolical conjura- 
tion it is contrived, it is, of course, im- 
possible for me to say, but it is beyond 
dispute that in the hands of the experi- 
enced \iQxyt^vamper the most wretched 
nsed-up screw in existence may, for a brief 
hour or so, be made to exhibit an amotint 
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Vamping — Vardo. 



of fire and cpirit that if pemsted in for a 
longer period would inevitably shake its 
ramshackle carcass all to pieces.—/. Green- 
wood: Undercurrent* of London Li/e. 

Also a thief. 

Vampiiis (musical), a musical 
term, introduced from America. 
''It means a plan of playing 
an accompaniment at sight, by 
simply knowing the key and the 
time to which the song is set. 
In the Western States men 
make a good living by teaching 
it in eight lessons, for which 
they charge ten dollars {£2)** 
{TU'BiU). 

The man at the shop had no guitar to sell, 
So I purchased a banjo, which did just as 

well ; 
The hour it was late, and the night it was 

damp, 
But my mind was made up, and I started 

to vam/. 

— Songhy Jm. Tabrar. 

Vampire (American), a man 
who lives by following men 
and women about until h^ has 
proof of their undue intimacy, 
and then blackmailing them. 
(Punch and Judy), the ghost. 

Vampo (theatrical), the clown. 

Vampoose, to (popular and 
thieves), to decamp. Obsolete 
English, romp, to go, to travel, 
influenced by vamoose. 

Has he vampoosed with the contents of 
a till ^^Ki$^sley: Two Yemrs Ago. 

Vamp, to (popular), to leave in 
pawn, to do a thing carelessly, 
slovenly, anyhow, so that it will 
pass muster for the time being. 



Vcmpcd is said of anything fal- 
sified, arranged so aa to make 
it appear genuine. 

Vanish, in conjuring, used almost 
invariably as a verb active. To 
vanish an object is to make 
an object disappear from sight 
of the audience. 

Van John, a common corruption 
of the game of vingt-ei-un. 

Vantage (printers). Vide Fat. 
An old term, according to 
Mozon, 1683, for good paying 
work — " fat" being the modem 
equivalent. 

Van-ts'ang-koon-«z (pidgin), 
the Pacific Mail Steamship 
Company of Shanghai. An 
American who heard this name 
remarked that the Van Zang 
coons must be of the Knicker- 
bocker Kuhn family to judge 
by their name. 

Vardo, wardo, a waggon. Ac- 
cording to Hotten this word is 
"old cant," according to fact 
it is old Romany, wardo being 
in some form or other found in 
all gypsy dialects. It is also 
applied to cards, and to a wheel, 
from the old gypsy wortifit a 
vessel. 

" Awer bflcdom dovo wArdo l^ski 
P&tserdo, tc y6v te y€\ kek pessur "— 

** But I sold him that waggon on credit, 
and he will not pay (for it)." 

(Roughs, itinerants, strollers, 
&c.) Vardo! or vardtrt look, 
From Italian vtd/ert. 



Varfnint — Ventilator. 
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Varmint (University), spruce, 
natty, good all round. 

A varmint roan spurns a scholarship, 
would consider it a degradation to be a 
ft\\GW.—Gradus ad Cantab. 

The handsome man, my friend and 
pupil, was naturally enough a bit of a 
swell, or varmint man. — Alma Mater. 

Varmint men (University), those 
who used, like Jemmy Gordon, 
to write themes for Cantabs 
too idle to do it themselves. 

Vamister (thieves), an ntterer of 
false sovereigns. 

Varsity (Oxford and Cambridge), 
a common pronunciation of nni- 
versity. 

With Lc Maitre only half a yard worse 
than 50} sec. for the Quarter, it doesn't 
lo«lc as if the Cantabs will have a smell at 
the Quarter, the Half, or the Mile, at the 
next * Varsity contest. — Sporting Life. 

Vaseline (Royal Military Aca- 
demy), butter. 

V^[ssavo, vessavo (gypsy), bad, 
naughty. 

" Awer tu shan vassavi iQbbeni 
Sir gorgiko tSX to be kambli " — 
" But thou .irt a bad harlot to be with 
child with Gorgio blood."— C^^r^^ Bor- 
row: Lavtngro. 

Vaolting-hoase (common), a house 
of ill fame. See " Ballads and 
Songs," seventeenth century. 

Velvet (thieves), the tongue; 
" especially," says Hotten, " the 
tongue of a magsman." This 
circumstance would support the 
derivation of magsman from to 



«7ui^, to talk persuasively. (Com- 
mon), men, especially racing 
men, who have succeeded in 
their speculations, are said " to 
stand on vdvet,** 

Ventilator (theatrical), a piece, 
or an actor who ventilates, i.e., 
empties the house. An amusing 
st6ry is told of a certain trage- 
dian, who was popularly known 
as the champion verUilcUar, 
While acting Othello in the 
Cork theatre, he beofljne dis- 
gusted with the coldness and 
want of sympathy on the part 
of the audience. Being ex- 
tremely short-sighted, the poor 
fellow could not distinguish 
whether the house was a good 
or a bad one, so he sent his 
dresser — a native of the Emerald 
Isle — into the pit to discover 
the state of the land During 
his rendition of the crucial 
scene in the third act, his per- 
formance was of such a char- 
acter that the few people who 
were in the pit began to strag- 
gle out. When the dresser came 
round at the end of the third 
act, his master opened fire with, 
**Well, Larry, I think I had 
them in that act." 

"Faith, you may say that, 
sor." 

**Yes, I flatter myself I 
moved them in the farewelL" 

"You did, sor; you moved 
them so, that, begorra, they've 
all moved out, and there's no- 
thing lift but the binches to 
play to." 

That was the champion vetUi- 
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Verge — Vincenfs Law, 



lator't last engagement in Cork, 
ur anywhere else for that mat- 
ter. He has now retired, and 
lives on his means — "a pros- 
perous gentleman." 

Verge (thieves), a gold watch. 

Vert, frequently used during the 
Tractarian Controversy, is a per- 
vert or coniwr^ from the Church 
of England to that of Rome. 

Vertical case-g^der, the (prison), 
the treadwheeL 

Very like a whale. Vide Whale. 

Vest (common), to lose your vett, 
to lose your temper. 

Vestas (Stock Exchange), Rail- 
way Investment Company De- 
ferred Stock. 

Vet, an abbreviation for veteri- 
nary surgeon. In the United 
States it is a common term for 
a veteran. 

I had hired a trap from an innkeeper 
who was also Avet.'—CAamSen's /ourmaL 

Vice, the (University), obvious 
corruption of Vice-Chancellor. 

Victim (society), a very common 
expression for any one who is 
desperately in love. 

Victualling department (pugilis- 
tic), the stomach. Also "vic- 
tualling office," " bread basket," 
" dumpling dep6t." In French 
slang "panier au pain;*' in 
Italian cant '^fagiana," literally 
the beao box. 



Vile (thieves), a town; from the 
French vSU, In ancient cant 
London was termed Rome-viZr, 
the fine town. Deuct-a-vUe^ the 
country. 

And prig and cloy so benshiply^ 
All the tUuce-a vile within. 

. —Tlu English Rogtu. 

In old English "viU," a vil- 
lage. 

Vile child (Eton), explained by 
quotation. 

Being called a viU child, the which I 
subsequently learnt was a very frequent 
term of mild reproach, and had no parti- 
colar reference to the age of the individual 
to whom it was addressed. As a proof of 
this I may add that, being at Eton for the 
Winchester Match in 1883, 1 {moi-^m-voms' 
P«trle, height 6 feet a inches, and weight 
X4 stone 7 lbs.) was called a viU child for 
being on a committee to oppose a certain 
obnoxious Indian Bill t I wasn't sorry 
when tea was over, although many most 
pleasant evenings did I afterwards spend 
in that room. — Polytechnic Magaxine. 

Villag^e bustler (old cant), an ac- 
tive thief, that steals anything. 

Village, the (London), a playful 
appellation for London. 

Vim, from the Latin, claimed as 
American, but well known to 
English schoolboys, — strength, 
spirit, activity, pluck. 

Virginia city b sobering down with the 
ebbing tide into substantial legitimate busi- 
ness, but Helena has all the vitm^ reckless- 
ness, extravagance, and jolly progress of a 
new camp. — Tour ihtvttgh Rodty Mautf 
Uuns, 

Vincenfs Law, the act of cheat- 
ing at cards. 



Vinegar — Vulgus, 
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Vinegar on his oysters (Ame- 
rican), applied to men not per- 
fectly familiar with the minor 
refinements of highly civilised 
life. 

' ' What kind of man is he — a gentleman T " 
" Oh yes, he believes himself to be one, calls 
himself *an Amnrican,' takes vintgar on 
kittjfsien instead of lemon*JQice, very often 
skips his daily bath, and never mentions 
a picture, or a horse, or a human being, 
without telling you how much it, or he, or 
she is worth." — Newspaper Letter. 

Violets (conmion), an euphemism 
for sage and onions. 

Virgins (Stock Exchange), Vir- 
ginia New Funded. 

Virgin Mary's Bodyguard, a 

nickname for the 7th Dragoon 
Guards, from having served 
under Maria Theresa of Austria. 
Also ''Black Horse," and 
"Straw Boots." 

Vocaller (American), a singer. 

Let things alone, and presently that 
young lady discovers that she is not likely 
to get cracked up as a vocaller. — The 
GoUUn ButUrJly. 

Voker, a word found only in 
Hotten, who says that it is the 
gypsy to talk ('* Can you voker 
Romany 7 "), and derives it from 
the Latin vocare. He was pro- 
bably misled by a misprint 
or mis-writing of rdker^ raker, 
or rSlker, being the true word. 
It is true that verakava or 
verdkkerava is found in con- 
tinental gypsy dialects, but it 
is very doubtful whether it 
exists in England. 



Vongmr, wongur (gypsy), coals. 
Also hangari and angcws (Sans- 
krit angara)y money ; angaren- 
grOf a tinker or smith. " It 
came out in the course of an 
examination at the Guildhall 
that receivers of stolen goods 
are in the habit of carrying 
small pieces of coal about with 
them. When they see a thief 
who seems to be rather shy, 
they will walk up to him, take 
out a purse, and innocently 
show him a bit of coaL It has 
been suggested that this pro- 
ceeding is analogous to taking 
salt together among the Ajrabs 
as a sign of good faith and 
mutual hospitality. In several 
languages " glowing coals " is a 
slang synonym for money, e.g., 
French braUe, 

Voucher (old cant), a rogue who 
passed base coin. 

The first was a Coiner, that stampt in a 

mould ; 
The second a Voucher, to put off his gold. 
— The Twenty Craftsnun. 

Vowel mauler (common), one 
who pronounces his words in- 
correctly. 

Vowel, to (common), to voy>d a 
debt is to acknowledge with an 
LO.U. 

Vnlgus (Winchester College), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

The mention of a vulgus requires some 
explanation. Every inferior, i.e. , non-pre> 
feet in the school vras required every night 
to produce a copy of verses of from two to 
six lines on a given theme — four or six lines 
for the upper classes, two for the lowest. 
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Vum — Wag-tail. 



This was independent of a weekly rene 
task of greater length, and was called a 
vmlgus, I suppose, because everybodjr — 
the vuigiti—hsLd to do it.— 7". A. Trol- 
l»P€: li'hat I Remembtr. 

Vum (American), a fonn of swear- 
ing. "*I rum /'for* I vow I* is 
a ouphemistic form of oath often 
heard in New England " (Bart- 
lett). As the writer has heard 



"I rum/" innumerable times 
in his boyhood, he always un- 
derstood it to be mnch more 
strongly ezpressiye than " I 
vow." It is worth observing 
that, in Anglo-Saxon, vom,m or 
vamm (jMcealuiit, ersmen, horror), 
and vom, fall of evil, formed a 
malediction or curse, e.^., wme^ 
malediction (Caedmon). 




, straw. A common 
abbreviation for wtd- 
dififfj which, as pad- 
ding, means the stuif • 
ingof a bed, and dates 
from the times when straw and 
hay were used for the purpose for 
which cotton or other wadding 
is now employed. 

Moll in the wad and I fell out, 
I'll tell you what 'twas all about ; 
She had money, I had none. 
That was the way the row begun. 
—Old Popular Song. 

(American), a roll of bank- 
bUls, hence a fortune. 

M^y scores of these philanthropists, 
who have spent their lives in looking for 
men to enrich, whilst anxious only to 
make a small wad for themselves, have 
I encountered. — F. Francis : Saddlt and 
Moccasin. 

Waddle out of the alley. Y^dt 
Duck. 

Waddler (popular), a duck. 



Nulla Nullas, wadditSt or dubs, used 
chi^y for hand-to-hand encounters, but 
also for throwing ; the sharpened points 
cause terrible stab>wounds. The timbers 
daosen are the hardest and heaviest ob- 
tainable in the forests of the different 
districts, iron bark, myall, swamp myrtle, 
&C. — New South IVaUs Catalogue. 

Dear Peter from my threshold went 

One morning in the body, 
He " dropped " me, to oblige a gent, 

A gent with spear and waddy. 

— H. Kendall: Peter the Piccaninny. 

Waddy is also slang for any 
kind of stick. A young colonial 
will speak in joke of his waUdng- 
^ stick as his waddy. 

Thanks, generous colonial. 

Thou art very, very kind ; 
Now pick a thickish waddy up 
And plug my wound behind. 

— /. B. Stephens: The Headless 
Trooper, 

Waffle (printers), to vnffle is to be 
endowed with the " gift of the 
gab," or talk of any kind to 
an excess ; popular equivalent 
would be to "jaw.* 



•» 



Waddy (Australian), the Austra- Wagon (American), a bicycle, 
lian natives' club, a native word 



adopted by the whites. 



Wag^-tail, a prostitute, a harlot. 



Wailo—Walk. 
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Wailo, wylo (pidgin-Bnglish), go 
awayl away with you I to go, 
depart, gone, departed, went. 

There was an Englishman in Canton 
who kept a cow, with a nuud to milk it, 
and a dog to guard it. One morning there 
was no milk, and the gentleman scolded 
his comprador or steward, who in great 
agitation burst into poetry and said :— 

Tat cow hab die-lo, 
T'at dog hab tvyh^ 
l''at woman catchee chilo— 
How can hab milk ? 
-^Th* Cow and ike Comprador. 

Waistcoat, foetid, a term current 
in 1859 for a low, flaunting, 
Tulgar pattern. 

Wake up the wrong passenger, 
to (popular), a phrase of Ameri* 
can origin, and derived from 
railroad terminology. On long 
distance journeys, when travel- 
lers sometimes spend several 
days and nights on board a car, 
it occasionally happens that the 
attendant, not being sure of 
the identity of a passenger, 
wakes up the wrong man. The 
expression therefore indicates 
uncertainty as to identity, al- 
ways meaning to catch a Tartar. 

Walk (bankers), the round of a 
banker's collecting clerk is so 
called. A rich wdk is one where 
a largo sum of money is got in. 

Walk down a person's throat, 
to (common), to rate or scold 
any one soundly. Sometimes 
for "walk," "jumped" is used. 

Walker, a vulgar exclamation 
to express incredulity. 



All this in her ear, he declared, but I fear 

That her senses were wandering — she 
seem'd not to hear, 

Or, at least, understand— for mere unmean- 
ing talk her 

Parch'd lips babbled now, such as " Hoo- 
key," and Walker! 

She expired, with her last br«ath express* 
ing a doubt 

If '*his mother were fully aware he was 
out." 

—Ingoldsby Legends. 

The remark which was made, after per* 
using the book by that eminent botanist, 
my friend Professor Hookey, was Walker! 
'•'Punch, 

(Popular), walkert a postman. 

It was reported recently that 
the Prince of Wales, on calling 
to see Lord Tennyson at Fresh- 
water, was denied admittance 
by the small page who answered 
the bell until he had given his 
name. When the Prince gave 
his name accordingly, the same 
little boy, disbelieving him, 
*' took a sight " (9.1*.), and crying 
''Walker r shut the door against 
the royal visitor. The story is 
possibly apocryphal, but may 
serve to illustrate the meaning 
of the vulgarism. 

Walking mort (old cant), a con- 
cubine, the aut€m mort being the 
lawful spouse. 

Walking papers (American), to 
dismiss one is to g^ve him his 
tocUking'papert* 

Walk into, to (common), to strike, 
thrash. 

When he told Verdant that ... his 
bread-basket walked into^ his day-lights 
darkened. ~C. Bede : Verdant Green. 
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Walk—WanUd. 



(Metaphorically), to demolish. 

A hnngry man walked into a pigeoQ*pie. 

To looZi; tnlo the affections, 
to scold or thrash ; also to run 
into debt. 

Walk one's chalks, to (popular), 
to walk straight, to be compelled 
to behave well, to go away, ab- 
scond. 

That artist was a keen obsenrer, as all 
tme artists should be, so finding the corner 
wa« getting too hot for him he simply 
wmlkwd kit chalks. —Afo^Mskitu. 

Hotten gives the explanation, 
*' An ordeal for drunkenness used 
on board ship, to see if the sus- 
pected person can wzdk on a 
ehalk line without overstepping 
it on either side" (the device 
in the army is putting a 
man suspected of drunkenness 
through his facings); another 
explanation of the phrase is 
**a person who has run up a score 
or ehalk at a public-house or 
shop, walking off without pay- 
ing for it." 

And if you want fresh Uqu6r, you must 

P»yi 
For chalks too often walk themselres 

away. 

— Albert SfHtth : Alhambrm. 

Walk over (society), when any 
one wins or succeeds very easily 
it is called a waLk over. It is 
borrowed from racing language. 
When a horse vjaLki over the 
course, not having any opponents 
in the race. 

Besides his monetary advantage and 
personal gifts, he could sing well and talk 



adnirably, and he was considered sore to 
**«Mi/i(#tvrthecourse."— ^. L. Willuums: 
Bm^aUBilL 

The latest batch we have received are 
from W. Haselberg, of Berlin and Loodon 
Wall, who evidently does not intend that 
the EngU>h manufacturets shall have a 
wmlk ever. — Sfcrtim£ Timus. 

Walkby track, to s:o oo the 
(Australian), to go on foot, op- 
conntry, in search of work. 

Wallflowers, second-hand gar- 
ments exposed for sale in Seven 
Dials. A common expression for 
ladies in a ballroom wh9, either 
from choice or otherwise, sit 
looking on without dancing. 

Wall, to (Oxford University), 
confining a student to college. 
(Popular), to wall it, to post the 
account for drink on the wall 
at a public-house. 

Waltzing about (tailors) is said 
of a man who makes himself a 
nuisance. 

Wanky (printers). This expres- 
sion is used to denote a spuri- 
ous or wrong article. A bad 
sixpence given amongst change 
for a larger coin would be de- 
scribed as a wanky sixpence. 

Wanted (common), wanted by the 
police for an offence, or by one's 
creditors. 

The police, on their part, caused it to be 
understood that until he was really wanted 
on a specific charge, a thief should in no 
case be interfered with, nor any measures 
be taken to put the public on their giiard 
against hioL— /. Greenwood: Ta£^ Rag^ 



Wapping — War^pot. 
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The landlady's certain to peach 
When she finds not a thing do I own. 

The Bobby's come into the lane, 
And somebody's wanted, I see, 

They pass me again and again, 
Bat haven't found out that it's me. 
— Bird tf ' Freedom. 

Wkpping. Vide To Wap. 

I Wap, to (old cant), f utnere. Wap- 
pen is provincial English. 

Ward-heeler (American), the 
ward'heder is a power in Ame- 
rican politics. He raises the 
monej by which city elections 
are carried, and when some 
"prominent politician" is sent 
to prison, the ward-heder repre- 
sents to the magistrate or judge 
the inexpediency of weakening 
" the party " by withdrawing an 
" influential " partisan from his 
sphere of activity. Chiefly ap- 
plied to men who solicit money, 
generaUy without authority from 
candidates, for electioneering 
purposes. 

Ware hawk 1 (old cant), a cry of 
warning, especially when the 
police are espied. Sir Walter 
Scott puts the term in the mouth 
of De Bracy in ** Ivanhoe." 

Warehousing (society), taking to 
the pawnbroker's. The more 
genteel are called *' warehouse- 
men,'* and their shops "ware- 
houses." 

War-hat, or war-pot (army), the 
new helmet with a spike. 

Warming-pan. In clerical circles 
a varming-pan is an incumbent 
VOL. II. 



who accepts a benefice on the 
condition of resigning it in 
favour of some other presentee 
so soon as the latter shall be 
able to assume its duties. He 
keeps the place " warm " for 
the son or other friend of the 
patron. (Common), a large 
watch. 

Warm member (society), a fast 
man or woman. Also a **hot 
'un," a " scorcher.' 



It 



Warm 'mi (common), one who is 
immoral, fast, dissipated. 

They call me Salvation Sarah, 

A warm 'hh I have been ; 
But now I am converted, 

I'll never go wrong again. 
So come and join our army, 

And better you'll all be ; 
And instead of beer. 
Then live on prayer, 

Peace, sherbet, love, and tea. 

— ^Of^S esfSalvatum SaruA, 

War-paint (theatrical), paint for 
the face. 

Stickin' on a few feathers an' a bit o' 
war-^aini t — Sporting Times. 

Also a common expression for 
official costume or evening dress, 
a phrase originally used by some 
women who dressedj as the Ame- 
ricans say, to kill, determined 
to make conquests at evening 
parties. 

She — " Have you seen the hero of the 
evening?" 

i/r— "Who? Do you mean the Por- 
tuguese governor in his war-paint f" — 
Rider Haggard : Dawn. 

War-pot Vide War-hat. 

2 C 
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IVash — Watcher. 



Wash (printers). When a printer 
"filings the hatchet," that is, ex- 
aggerates or tells a falsehood, his 
companions proceed to woiK him 
in a somewhat emphatic and 
noisy manner, by bang^g or 
knocking on their cases. This is 
another and older expression for 
"whack," which see. An ap- 
prentice coming out of his time 
would receive a " washing '* or 
"jerry." See Hansard's " Typo- 
graphia," 1825. 

Washing (tailors), to get a wuk- 
ing is to have one's workman- 
ship or conduct criticised in 
language more forcible than 
pleasant. In French *' layer la 
tdte." Woihing day, dinner at the 
shop. (Stock Exchange), a fic- 
titious bargain or sale, in which 
one broker agrees with another 
to purchase a given stock when 
put up for sale, the object being 
to keep it on quotation. If the 
deal is a large one it may send 
up the price, in which case the 
object is sometimes so to in- 
crease its value as to form a 
basis for a genuine deaL 

Wash one's ivories, to (society), 
to drink. In French slang *' se 
rincer la dent." 

Wash-outs (American), ragged, 
stony sides of hills. 

Where scraggy • looking latitudiaous 
wask'Cuts are awaiting a chance to com- 
mit a murder, or to make the unwary 
C3rcler who should venture to " coast," 
think he had wheeled over the tail of an 
jearthquakc. — T. SUvens : Around tlU 
^Warld on a Bicycle, 



Wash, to (conmion), in the sense 
of to do, to serve. 

The conversation, as a rule, ended in 
Charley's giving them an order too. Of 
course this little " caper " would only wash 
KXoat.—HindUy : Ufe and Advtnturts oj 
m Chtapjack, 

This will not i0a«A, this will 
not stand test, as of coIoiizb 
that will not bear washing. 

Waste-bntt (thieves), an eating- 
house. 

* 

Wasters (gypsies), hands. (Pro- 
nounce a as in glass.) 

"And as they were gille^in' and hal- 
Jerin' him, Samson chiwed his wasien 
kettenus the boro chongurs of the tturaben, 
and bongered his kokerus adrie, an sftr 
the ker pet a lay with a boro gudli, an' sir 
the pooro mushis were mullered an' the 
ker poggered to bitti cutters " — 

" And as they were making fun of him 
and teasing him, Samson threw his bands 
around the great pillars of the prison, and 
bowed himself in, and all the house fell 
down with a great noise, and all the poor 
men were killed and the house broken to 
small pieces. "~C. G. Lelattd: Tk* En^- 
its A Gy^ies. 
• 

Waste, to (sporting), to reduce 
one's weight by certain means 
which bring on profuse per- 
spiration. 

He had often heard Archer say that he 
was so exhausted at the end of the season 
that he could not ride. But he had to 
watte: that was different from Wood.— 
St, Jamtis Gautt*. 

Watch and seals (popolarX^a 
sheep's head and plnck. 

Watcher (special meaning), ex- 
plained by quotation. 



IVatchmaier — {Voy:egoose. 



grntni il'i A man. He walchci 
wayi, viilking bcbiod you, or 
opiKKlte (icle of Ibc var. He nev 
■igtal of you, Dcvu Sar.—Cm 
StBin Carta c/Lmulm. 



in the wotcU^ imperfect in the 

text. 

WaTj-rnle (piintere), an inebri- 
ated person U said to be making 
iftitj-rufc il bifl gait \a 

tmsteadf. 



Water (WestminateT Bcbooi), ez> 
pUijied by qaotation. 

—PiutM : Evtrjday Lift in fur Puilit 
SelUtii. 

Water a atock, to (Stock Bx. 
change). Watning is generally 
resorted to by companies whose 
f oitDDes axe on the down grade. 

It coneUti in enhancing the 
total of capital atock hj new 
Isinei, on the ground that the 
profits already occraod, or In 
anticipation, justify snch a 



Waterloo-day {army], pay-day, a 
day of victory and rejoicing. 

WaterSBUU) (costers, pngilistic, 
fta), a sky-colouied silk pocket- 
handkerchief. 

Water the ingon, or water one's 
D^, a hint for retiring (Hotten). 

Wattles (poptUar), the ears. 



" Wax, to be aagrj or vexed, 
is evidently identical with Scot- 
tish iDcc.Le., Ttst " (A. B. Palmer). 

And msk [fai hU all mory u rhoat mar.t 
It helpith not iliui fore to arx ■] ny. 
—lAotaltt s/itu Laik. 

Waxed (tailors), to have him 
Noxnl, to know all about one, 
allndingto a thread well waxed 
before it is nsed. 



dung if 1 could make him a lilde kflCO' 
with me \ he'i wcicome to drop into ma 
ri(hi and leA, ir he lIlia.-Z'M(«u : .BJMI 



Wayzgooae (printers). Bssen- 
tially a printer's term for the 
arn'^ftl dimmer or " beanfeast.'' 
Derived from the old Bngllsh 
word teayi or stabble, when the 
dinners were usually held at 
the season of the wheat-stnbUe, 
the head diah at these enter- 
tainments being a vayt-gooti 
or Btubble-goose. Bailey givea 
uajn-^ooM, a stubble-gooM, and 
wajn, a boodle of itiaw. Old 
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Wayzgoose — Weed, 



English vojf, a wisp. These 
festive occasions are asoally 
celebrated earlier in the year 
now — generally July. 

The master-printer gives them a vmj^ 
goou^ that Is he makes them a good feast. 
— Moxon : Mtekanick Exercises, 

After the wajsgoose : a moment immense I 
Gargantuan the feasting has been. 

— BirJ a' Freedom. 

Weak (popular), tea is so called 
in the low coffee-shops. 

Weaver, query wheeztr^ a broken- 
winded horse, a " roarer.'* The 
definition given to the writer 
by a stable-keeper was, "a 
horse that over-gorges himself," 
probably the cause for the 
effect, as over-feeding, in the 
case of horses, often produces 
thick wind. 

T* horse was a Tveaver, if iver one was, 
as any could ha' told as had come within 
a mile of him. — Mrs. Gaskell: Syhfia's 
Lovers. 

Again, it is possible that v>eaver 
refers to a horse that rolls from 
side to side when trotting, one 
that rocks. Vidt To Weavb, 
and Wobbler. 

Weave, to (American), to work 
along from one side to the other, 
as a shuttle flies right and left 
in a loooL A drunken man 
•' weave* along." 

He began in earnest too; and went 
rveecving first to one side of the platform 
and then the other. — Mark Tweun : 
Huckleberry Finn. 

Hence to get into a vaeaving 
way, to walk or^^tagger along 



recklessly, not to care what one 
is doing. 

When I git in a weaving- way, 

I spend my money free ; 
Oh den I hab a merry time. 

And Jenny am de girl for me. 

— OU A egrif So^g. 

Weaving^ (cardsharpers), a trick 
performed by keeping some par- 
ticular cards on the knee and 
using them when required. 

Wedge (thieves, itinerants, strol- 
lers, &c.), a very old textn for 
silver money. 

I succeeded in getting some we^e and 
a kipsy full of clobber. — Horsley : fettmgs 
front Jaii. 

ITi^e-feeder, a silver spoon ; 
trfti^e-hunter, one who purloins 
plate from unguarded kitchens. 
Spelled wage in some old cant 
vocabularies, which perhaps 
gives a clue to the origin as 
meaning pay. 

Weed (common), a cigar. 

A cigar is figuratively styled a tuetdf an 
innovation applicable enough to the ano- 
malous compounds of nastiness retailed at 
the Derby, the Boat Race, and other puUic 
gatherings, but an evident misnomer as re- 
gards the fragrant samples issoing from Mr. 
Benson's emporium. — Belgrecoia. 

So you see, Mr. S., that the modest request 

on which you so coolly insist. 
Would probably to the establishment tend 

of a kind of gigantic free list, 
On which would be found every law-maker's 

name, and which in its limitless scope 
Would ensure him free shaving, free papers, 

free weeds^ free candles, and pickles 

and soap. 

— London Figeuv, 



\ 



Weenie (telegraph), the Inspeotot 
la coming, used in the some 



Wejee, a chinmey-pot ; often 
applied to 007 clever ioTention, 
or to an jthing elegant, aa "that's 
a r^ular twjVe " (Hotten). 



Welaher (commoi 
awiodler who makes bets, takes 
the money it he wins, and 
absconds If he loses. 

n- know vrhal is a Muhktf, 






(fac iporting public arc so emphatically 
mniedl ProbublT Ik docs not. It a 
•dU man wilikclr that he enr wiloHMid 

jidwicaEV of him, it may not be out of 
place heic la enlighten him on both point). 
A utliJar ii a penon who contractt a 
fponing debt wiihoul a na»nib1e pro- 
■pect o( payini it. There ii no lee>l 
remedy against such a defaulter. — Gmn- 
witdt Stvtn C-nti t/Li-Jen. 

The word has no connection 
with the natives of Wales, who 
are quite as honest as other 
people. Wdich iu Oerman ar^t 
■ignifies a foreigner, and roA- 
Kdieh OT rtd-icdsh, is the name 
applied to the canting language 
which thieves use among them- 
selves. It is supposed with pro- 
bttbilit; that the name was given 
to the brona or red-skinned 
gypsies or foreigners, who first 
swarmed into continental E nrope 
from Central Asia. An account 
of rolh-mdMk appears as a sup- 
plement to the Dictionnaire 
d'Aigot Fran^ais, by Francesqne 
Hiehel. The word wetiher, as 
used originally in England and 
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borrowed from the Oeimans, 
meant nothing more than an 
ODtsider, a foreigner, one who 
did not conform to the estab- 
lished laws of honest betting, 
and thas shared the double 
odium of being a stranger as 
well as a rogue. WciUchcr is 
used in Oerman slang in a dis- 
creditable seusB, being derived 
from waUh, Italian, or one of 
Idtin race, and it is extremely 
probable that it came into Eng- 
lish slang through the German 

Weatphalla [ London), the behind, 
alluding to Westphalia hams. 



ng, especially with Hme of thoie thoT' 
jughly uturatecl wotlhics who have had 
■alhcr "taatt than 'nuff" the ni^bt pre- 
■iaia.—BriHi!ta Patttnait: Li/t in llu 

The gas-glare — the hone'play^' 

The fume and (he fiet— 
Ha»e ceased, with the feter 



tnVs. Yell I'm 



I beknevhe should have Btitf^nighl, 
'at agreed thai he might gallop tncic 
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IVet'bob — Whack. 



Wet-bob (Eton), explained by 
quotation. 

It was the ambition of most boys to be a 
vHt-boh, and to be " in the boats." The 
adiool was divided between wet-Ms and 
diT'bobs, the former taking their pleasure 
on the rirer, and the latter in the cricket- 
field.- C. r. Bmcklattd: Eton Fifty Years 
Ago. 

Wetherall, general in command 

(annj), a term nsed when incle- 
ment weather prevents a parade. 
The health of the troops, from 
economio and prudential rea- 
sons, is always closely watched, 
and medical officers are always 
ready to interpose even when 
the commanding officer does not 
of his own motion yield before 
cold and wet. 

Wet qnaker, a man who pretends 
to be religions, and is a dram- 
drinker on the sly (Hotten). 
In America a yoet quaJcer is a 
qoaker who is limp or loose as 
regards observing the mles of 
the sect — one who is worldly- 
minded, not "dry" in religion. 

Would yoa buy any naked truth, or 
light in a dark lanthom? Look in the 
wet Quaker's walk.— 7*. BrowtCs Works. 

Sodnians, and Presbyterians, Qoakers, 
and wet quakers^ and merry ones. — 
Ward: EngUuuCs Reformation. 

Wet, to (common), to have a 
drink. The same idea occnrs in 
French slang " se moniller." 

Greatly as I stared to see him, my sorprise 

I cannot forget, 
When he paid me all he owed me, and 

inrited me to wet. 

-^Fum^ Folks. 



Also wei one*s whistle or 
throttle. 

" Well, as we have nothing to eat," said 
old Brooke, 
" I move that each man wet his throttle ; 
My hand I can place in a snug little nook. 
And fork out the housekeeper's bottle." 
—H.J. Wkymark: Tke BackeUn's 
Dinner. 

(Navy), iceUing a commission, 
giving an entertainment to ship- 
mates on receiving pronv>tion. 
Among French soldiers "arroser 
ses galons" is treating one's 
comrades on being promoted to 
the rank of non-commissioned 
officer. Some of the synonyms 
for *' to drink" are "to have a 
gargle, a Wftj a dram, a qnencher, 
something damp," " to moisten 
one's chaffer," " to sloioe one's 
gob," *'to lush," "to Uquor 
np," and the American phrases 
"to smile," "to see a man," ko. 

Whack (general), a share. Scotch 
iweg oinDoek, 

This gay young bachelor had taken his 
share (what he called his wkack) of plea- 
sore. — Tkackeray : Skabby-Genteel Story. 

He complains of the food, and that he 
doesn't get his wkack. — Moonshine. 

So when we got there, there was some 
reelers there what knew me, and my pals 
sud, " You had better get away from us ; 
if we touch you will take your ti^kack just 
the same." — Horsley: Jottimgs /rom JeUl. 

To go uihaekti to share. 

" You agreed that we should go wkacks 
in everything," 1 pleaded, appealing to his 
tense of justice, since I could not succeed 
in touching his generosity. — Grtemmood: 
Tki LiUU Ragamuffins. 

(Printers), vihatk! a very com- 
mon and decided ezpreasion of 



Whacker — Whang-doodle. 



doabt or query to a companion's 
aasertioa Oenemll; a polite 
waj of giving the lie direct. 

Whacker (comraoD), anj- 

tbing Teiy large, idontical with 

"whopper." 

" Look whu w/tacltm. Couiio Tom," 
uid Chuley, hoMioe oat ona oF hLi pnia 
by iu back loward.-. Toin, while the indie- 
tianl cray.fbb flipped its tail. — ffnfiut: 
Tern Brmm al 0:i/ard. 

(American), driver, drover. 

Then were only eight whaduri Itii, tiA 
Ihey were obliged to work day and ni^I 
ID keep Ihi stock lo)[eIher. — O'Rall) : 
Fifty Knn 01 Ou Trail. 

Used in the phrases mule- 
icioeitr, bull - iriaeier, bash- 

Whrncking (popalai). Urge. 

" How kind of them," Mys he, " to gi'e 
Since they're at HCb a v^jukiltg pR. 

Whack, to (geneial and Ameri- 
can), to share. 

As fu u he 1 



(he •' 

in " CO.'," and on the loiind, 
principle of " ibarin^ the 
whtuking the iwaf."— /. G 
CmvtrltJ B»r[tar. 



in for 



worked 



Wh^ak np, ebare or hand np. 

Clap a stopper on your fab and wJukA 

■>. or 111 let « ipcak {—Dareil Frti 



Whale (Cheltenham Colk^e). 
Codfish, sardines, are called 
vihidet at the Royal Mili- 
tary Academy. [Common}, an- 
chovies on toast " Very like a 
«ia&/" very mtioh like a cock 
and boll story. From Shak- 
speare, BarnUt. 

Whale away, to (Americao), to 
pieach, talk, or lectnre away 
contlDTiaiiBly or vehemently. 
Probably from prcTincial Bog- 
Ush to vhaU (wale), to beat 
aonndly, as of an orator's ani. 
mated gestures, or by asaocla- 
tion from the commoa saying, 
"Going ahead like a ichalt." 
The association of greatness 
and 8treng:th with a whaU led 
in the New Engiaad seaport 
towns to many comparisons and 
origins of this kind. Thns a 
powerful and large man was 
called "a regular vihalc," and 
" a whaler," while anything 
large and overwhelming was 

Whaler (American), anything of 
great or unusual size. Pro- 
vincial English vikaUr, one that 
beats, a big strong fellow. 

Wbane-doodle (American). This 
eccentric word first appeared in 
one of the many " Hard-Shell 
Baptist" sermons wbioh were so 
common in 1856. " Where the 
viumg-doodlx moumetb for her 
first-bom." It refers to some 
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JVhare-^Whid, 



mystical or mythical creature. 
It was subsequently applied to 
political sabjects, snob as the 
Free Trade, Lecompton Demo- 
cracy, ftc 

Whare (New Zealand), a hnt. The 
word is used by the settlers in 
New Zealand, and is a native 
term. 

What's the ticket on itT Vide 
Ticket. 

Wheeler (cycling), a cyclist 

Wheel of. life, the (prison), the 
tread-wheel. Viit EvBBLABT- 
ING Staibcass. 

Wheels (cycling), a bicycle or 
tricycle. 

Wheeze (common), a comic gag, 
a fnnny bit of ''business," a 
joke. Possibly from wAeoce, a 
puff. 

Alas ! at times on nights like these 
Poor is the plot and weak the wAttse, 
And the only pleasore one extracts 
Is 'tween the acts — ^yes, 'tween the acts. 

— F$m, 

" Swell vemacnlar " ? Swells don't invent 

it ; they nick it from hus, and no kid. 
Did a swell ever start a new wAmxt? 

Would it 'ave any run if he did ? 
Let the ink-slingers trot out their kibosh* 

and jest see 'ow flabby it falls. 
Bet it won't raise a grin at the bar, bet it 

won't git a 'and at the 'Alls. 

^PttmcA, 

To crack a wJieeze^ explained 
by quotation. 

To crack a wkeez* is to originate some- 
thing smart, or to say something at the 
right moment, whether original or bor- 
rowed.— Gi!?^ 



Wheeze, to (thieves), to say, in- 
form, as of one speaking under 
one's breath, in husky tones. 
The synonyms for inform are 
''to squeal, to scream, to blow, 
to whiddle." 

Connor then asked if they (meaning the 
police) had got " the scout." To this she 
replied, " He didna vuketze" by which he 
noderstood her to mean that he (the super- 
intendent) had given no indication whether 
or not.^Scattisk Newsp^^ptr. 

Whid (old cant), word; stubble 
your frAuit, hold your tongue; 
to cut ioAu2«, to talk, speak. 

What ! stowe your bene, cofe, and cut 
hoax wydds.— Harmon: Caveat, 

To cut hien whidSf to speak 
soft words. 



This doxie dell can cut Hen 
And drill well for a win. 

— Eng^h Rogue. 

Also a folsehood. 

Even ministers they have been kenn'd. 

In holy rapture, 
A rousin' uPUd at times to vend, 
And nail 't wi* Scripture. 

— Bums : Death and Dr. 
Hornbook. 

In the first edition of Bums 
the word uikii did not appear, 
but instead of it — 

"Great lies and nonsoise bsith to 
vend." 

" This was ungrammatical, as 
Bums himself recognised it to 
be, and amended the line by 
the more emphatic form in 
which it now appears " (Dr. C. 
Mackay, "A Dictionary of Low- 
land Scotch"). Bums also 
uses the word with the mean- 
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IVhid—WUp. 



iQg of frisking aboat, gambali. 
"Hence," ujs Drenmtu, "it !■ 
obrions Iiow tahid applied to 
atateme&tB coold come to meaD 
«lie." TlietnuiBitioDto>'word" 
is easy, and the origin of wAtd 
might be thus traced ; gambols 
(akin to said, aa in the line "an 
arrow Khiddtran," i.e., scold- 
ing), hence a lie, beace a word. 
It is now-a-dajs nsed with the 
BlgniS cation of word, falsehood, 

Th« vMdt W4 ued to a&ck tna them. 
-Hi^l^: Lificf achat Jack. 

Whlddlc, to. To Hotten's deBni- 
tion, to enter into a parley, or 
hesitate with many words, must 
be added, to divnlgs; " he 
nkiddit* the whole scrap," he 
tells the whole seciet. WadA- 
Ur, an infonner, who betrays 
the aeciets of the gang. Vide 
Whid. 

Whip (parliamentary), a contrao- 
t!on of ichipper-in, a member 
ot the Hoose of Commons whose 
daty is to collect his party and 
brjiig them to divigions. 



(Printers), quick setter of 
type. (Army), after the usual 
allowance of wine is drank at 
mess, those who wish for more 
put a shilling each in a glass 
handed ronnd to procure a 
further supply (Hottcn). 

Wfaip-beUy (popolar), bad beer. 

Also lehip-b^^'Vengeanee, 

111 mter miit-Mly-rtmtaiict. — Siti/l : 

Whip-jack (old cant), a vagabond 
who begged for alms as a dis- 
tressed soldier. ALio freah- 



Whipper - siULpper (popular), a 

youth, stripling, or yotmgster 

ot precocious tendencies. 



Whipping. Vidt Whip. 



Whip- ronnd (common), a lub- 
sciiption for a man In distrosi, 
or for a drink. 



Whip-sticka (Stock Exchange), 
Dnnaberg and Wltepsk BaUwa; 
Shares. 
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Whip— Whisker-bed. 



their time, "derived from the 
practice of bricklayers' men, 
who, when repairing the pantiles, 
sneak into the adjacent gutters, 
pretending to be in parsnit of 
and whipping the torn eati and 
their moll rows " (Jon Bee). It 
is worthy of remark that the 
French use the phrase ** il n'y a 
pas de quoi fonettcr un chat," 
referring to a trivial offence ; 
hence " j'ai d*autres chats k 
fouetter," I cannot waste my 
time on matters of sach little 
importance. Bat the tme deri- 
vation is from idling the time 
away at " whipping the cat," t.^., 
playing tip-cat. To tphip the eat 
is modem working-men's slang 
for shirking work and enjoy- 
ing oneself on a Monday. (Car- 
penters), one who does private 
work by the day. (Tailors), 
working at the houses of the 
people for whom the garments 
are being made. This custom 
is now almost obsolete, owing 
to the cheapness of ready-made 
garments. It is very prevalent 
in France in the case of semp- 
stresses. 

Whip the devil round the ttump, 
to (American), probably older 
English also, to evade, equi- 
vocate, say one thing, and 
virtually do another. Very 
common in New England, par- 
ticularly in Maine, where the 
devil is whipped around the 
temperance stump in innumer- 
able ways. There are several 
English uses of the word whip, 
all implying something round- 



about, equivocal, or dishonest. 
Thus to whip is generally used 
to express anything dishonestly 
taken. It may be observed that 
there is an old negro camp- 
meeting hymn in which these 
lines occur — 

Oh, n'ki/ de dtbil routC de stumpy 
Prayer and gospel make him jnmp. 

In this the reference is to 
justifiably and properly deceiv- 
ing the devil himself. It is 
possible that this may bf the 
original source of the expression. 

Whip, to (popular and thieves), 
to swindle. 

It was I who got the money, and I 
swindled one of my confederates, pretend- 
ing I got only a few shillings. This is a 
common practice amongst thieres, and is 
called in criminal parlance wki^img. I 
have whipped many and have been whipped 
a few times m3rself.— /^ Bragg : Confes- 
xionso/a Thief. 

A naive confession was made by a 
woman in the Thames Police-court to-day. 
The prisoner by way of defence said it all 
arose out of what happened a fortnight 
ago,Nrhen she and Scully robbed a sailor 
in Devonshire Street, and Scully was 
gaOty of what is known in Billingsgate as 
whipping— ^haX is, keeping part of the 
plunder.— /'a// Mali GautU. 

Whiahler (circus), the man with 
the whip, or the ring-master. 
The one who superintends the 
performances, who starts the 
horses, and acts as interlocutor 
with the clown. 

Whisker -bed (pugilistic), the 
cheeks or face. 

His wories rattled, his nozzle barked, 
his whisher-hed napped heavily. — C. Bede : 
VerdemlGmn, 



Whispering— Whit 



411 



Whispering gill, or syl (t.e., syl- 
lable) slinger (theatrical), the 
prompter. 

Whisper, the angel's (army), the 
defaulter's bugle, the call to 
turn ont to be mustered, or 
for pack or fatigue drill. 

Whisper, to (popular), to bor- 
row, generally a small sum ; to 
vhiiper for a bob, to borrow a 
shilling. A whisperer is a man 
in the habit of borrowing. 

Whist (Hibernian). " Hold your 
fohUtj" i.e., hold your tongue, is 
an Irishism which has passed 
into English slang. In gypsy 
vhUhtera mean lips. 

This plea, for "little games" like chess 
and cards, 
The Speaker hath (not chess • tingly), 
db-carded, 
And BO the Members whom St. Stephen's 
guards 
Are doomed, it seems, to pine all disre- 
garded. 
But though with chess they masm't the 
hours improve, 
They still to "hold their whist" are not 
commanded ; 
Moreover, they're still up to many a 



"move." 



And are not for a "nap" entirely 
stranded— 
Besides, while bent on legislation's aims. 
Id " rowing " they keep up their " little 
games. 

— Fun. 

Whistle, a very ancient slang 
word for the throat or gullet. 
" To wet one's H/hisOe" is to take 
a dram, or a drink. More cor- 
rectly "to vKet one's iahisde" 
which phrase has its exact 
counterpart in the French slang 



expression "s'affiiter lo sifflet." 
The expression is found in 
Chaucer, who says of the Miller 
of Trumpington's wife in his 
"Canterbury Tales'" :— 

" So was hir joly whisial well y-wet." 

Whistle and ride (tailors), work 
as well as talk. 

Whistle-belly-vengeance. Vide 
Whip-Belly. 

Whistler (horse-dealers), a horse 
that breathes hard. 

He therefore excited plenty of bidding 
when put up for sale afterwards, and 
although a wMisfUr, is worth the 530 
guineas at which he was knocked down. — 
TMt County Gentleman. 

" That horse of mine is the best I ever 
had. Very fast and a perfect fencer. I 
had very bad luck the other day, he over- 
reached himself, and I had to turn him out 
on the grass." 
M.— "UhtTi roarer f* 
A. — " No ; nor a whistler either." 
M. — " I suppose that's the reason you 
have to make all the noise for him ? " — Bird 
o* Freedom. 

Whistling Billy, or puffing Billy 
(popular), a locomotive. 

Whistling breeches (popular), 
(jorduroys. 

Whistling-shop (popular), a place 
in which spirits are sold without 

l^ a license. Explained by Sam 
Weller. 

Whit (old cant), prison. 

He broke through all rubbs in the cuAtY, 
And chiv'd his darbies in twain. 

—Frisky Mottt Sot^. 
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Whit—WhiU-choker. 



And when w« come unto the tuAiV, 

For garnish they do cry ; 
We promise our lusty comrogues 

They shall have it by and by. 
Then ev'ry man with his mort in his hand. 

Is forced to kiss and part ; 
And after is divorced away 

To the nubbing-cheat in a cart. 
—Tkt Life and Death of tfu Dark- 
man's Budge, 

Originally Newgate Prison. 

There are three housebreakers that are 
lately come out of the whit. — Hitckim: 
A True Dixcovery. 

Probably a form of vMUy as 
in Whitsuntide. 

White, " as a slang term for blame 
or fault (Grose), as in the phrase 
• You lay all the \Dhxic oflf your- 
self/ or to %!okiit^ to blame, is a 
corrupted form of the old Eng- 
lish and Scottish \Diie or vsyic, 
Anglo - Saxon triton, to know 
(something against one), to im- 
pute ; O. H. German tpCzan. Cf. 
twiiy from Anglo-Saxon edwUan, 
old English trt^, a fine or punish- 
ment; Anglo-Saxon wUe, Ice- 
landic vUi " (A. S. Palmer). To 
white, to blame. 

" Yon lean all the wJkt'ie off your sell," 
ia.f you remove all the blame from your* 
self.— i?ay ; North Country WonU. 

Alake ! that e'er my Muse had reason, 
To tuyt* her countrymen with treason. 

— Bums: Pifems. 

White-boy, a term of endearment 
in the seventeenth century for 
a favourite child or young man. 

I am his white-hoy and will not be 
guU'd.— /5>rrf: 'TisPity, 6fc. 

The name was assumed in 
Ireland early in the present 



century, during the agrarian 
outbreaks, prior to the days of 
Daniel O'Connell, Smith O'Brien, 
Mr. C. Stuart Pamell, and the 
dynamiters. (American), dis- 
interested, whole-souled. 

A good fellow is Rayner, as t»kitt 
a nmn as I ever knew. — TA/ Golden 
Butterfiy. 

Whitechapel (common), anything 
mean or paltry. (Billiards), to 
do vfhiteehapel, to pot your op- 
ponent. (Cards), vhiteehapel 
play. At whist playing off all 
the winning cards without skill 
or plan. It used to be called 
bungay play in Norfolk. " Bun- 
gay," says Forby, *'was a cor- 
mption from bungctr, old Eng- 
lish, synonymous with bungler." 
(Popular), wkiUchapel is a term 
used in tossing when " two out 
of three wins." Whitechapel 
fortune, a clean gown and 
pair of pattens. Whitechapel 
brougham, a costermonger's 
donkey-barrow. 

White choker (common), a white 
tie. 

Not only were vfhite chokers seen in 
every part of the house, including the top- 
most gallery, but ladies in low dresses 
were content to brave the draaghts of the 
int.— Daily Telegraph, 

A parson, from the white tie. 
On the resignation of his bene- 
fice by a divine still in the 
prime of life, he said at a fare- 
well meeting that he had no 
intention of giving up the white 
tie. This a local journal printed 
as the white Ite. 



IVhite. 
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White eye (American), maize 
whisky, so called all over the 
United States. 

White-horsed in (tailors), having 
procured a place by inflnence. 

White jenny (popular), a silver 
Geneva watch, or any silver 
watch of foreign manufacture. 
Called by thieves a "white 
clock," or" white 'un." 

White man's hansom woman 

(West Indian), a black mistress. 

White Mary (blackf ellows' lingo). 
The Australian blackf ellows who 
come in contact with "stations" 
of the white men have a regular 
slang of their own. WhUe Mary 
is their generic name for all 
female cooks, just as it is always 
"Mary, the maid of the inn," in 
England. 

Blucher, as usual, had marched into the 
room on the morning in question, coolly 
ignoring the remonstrances of the irritated 
woman, when, her passion getting the bet- 
ter of her, she made a rush at him with the 
poker, which perhaps she had heated on 
purpose, and touched him on the bare leg 
—for, like all his race, when not on horse- 
back, he doffed his trousers and boots, and 
wore nothing but a Crimean shirt. The 
pain of the wound was as nothing to the 
indignity. With a bound he rushed into 
the "Cawbawn Humpy," his eyes flashing 
with insulted pride, exclaiming, "Missus 
Fitzgell, IVAite Mary cook, 'un me," 
pointing to his leg. — A. C. Grant, 

White mice (pidgin), Chinese 
babes of the poorest class. 
When bUnd they are called 
blind mice. It is very gene- 
rally believed in China, and 



often said by Chinese who know 
better, that European mission- 
aries buy white mice in order to 
make medicines or charms for 
sorcery out of their eyes. 

White-poodle, a woolly, shaggy 
kind of cloth. 

Peter wore a white-poodle upper Benja- 
min of his own make.—/. Wight: Morn- 
ings at Bow Street. 

White prop (thieves), a diamond 
pin. Also " sparkle prop.' 



}i 



White, smooth (popular), a shil- 
ling. 

With him half-crowns were half-bulls, 
and shillings smooth whites. — Living Pic- 
tures 0/ London. 

White stuff (street, strollers, Ac.), 
silver. Also *' white wedge." 

White tape (popular), gin. Also 
"white satin." These terms for 
spirits, uihiu tape, '* red tape," 
" lace," &c., most probably ori- 
ginated in the practices of some 
of the ** driz fencers," or sellers 
of cheap lace, who carried about 
their persons " jigger stuffs," or 
spirit made at an illicit stilL 
" They sold it, IVe heard them 
say, to ladies that liked a drop 
on the sly. One old lady used 
to give three shillings for three 
yards of ' driz,' and it was well 
enough understood, without no 
words, that a pint of brandy 
was part of them three yards " 
(Mayhew). 

Jack Randall, then impatient, rose. 
And said Tom's speech was just as fine 
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White— Whittled. 



If he would catch that first of goes. 
By that gentecler oame " white wine." 
-^Randall: Dituy, 

White trash (American), used by 
negroes to a white man as a 
term of opprobrium. 

White 'un (popular and thieves), 
a silver watch, a shilling. 

Then her eyes fell on the present, and she 
felt a most unpleasant 
Sort of shock, which made her rare, and 
swear, and sob. 
And her heart began to sicken, for, alas ! 
it was no " thick 'un," 
Twas a whiti 'un — or, in other words, 
a bob? 

—S/ertt'nt Timts. 

Whitewashed and fenced in 
(American). This is a very com- 
mon phrase applied sarcastically 
not only to towns whose in- 
habitants are vain of the beauty 
or other merits of their " place," 
but even to people themselves. 
It implies a sense of exclusive- 
ness, pride, and hauteur, which 
is of all things most detestable 
to the Western American. Thus 
Bostonians, from their noted 
conviction of the superiority of 
**the Hub" as regards culture, 
are often asked if it is not yet 
fenced in. To explain the fol- 
lowing illustration taken from 
the Pittsburg (Pennsylvania) 
ZHtpatek, it must be under- 
stood that the dwellers in the 
"Birmingham" of that state 
are supposed to be extremely 
ambitious. 

*' A few days since a verdant Oleander 
was searching through the city for a pur- 
chaser for a raft of lumber which he had 
tied up near Saw Mill Run. On the wharf 
he learned, much to his gratification, that 



the Burgess wished to buy a very large 
quamtity of lumber. But when he* had 
found that official he was informed that 
he was certainly mbtaken, the Burgess 
wanted no lumber. ' Why,' replied the 
Oleander, 'a man in Pittsburg told me 
that you wanted all that could be had to 
/emct in the town.' And he left, not 
understanding why there was a roar of 
laughter from all present." 

White wine (old slang), gin. In 
"A Picture of the Fancy," the 
old slang names for g^ are 
thus amusingly grouped to- 
gether. "The squeamish fail 
one, who takes it on the sly, 
merely to cure the vapours, 
politely names it to her friends 
as white wine. The swell chaffs 
it as blue rutn, to elevate his 
notions. The laundress loves 
dearly a dram of Ould Tom, 
from its strength to comfort 
her inside. The drag fiddler 
can toss off a quartern of max 
without making a wry mug. 
The costermonger illumines his 
ideas with a Jkuh of liffhtnmg. 
The hoarse Cyprian owes her 
existence to copious draughts 
of jaekey. The link -boy and 
mudlark, in joining their browns 
together, are for some Uarh 
naked. And the out-and-outers, 
by the addition of bitters to it, 
in order to sharpen up a dis- 
sipated and damaged victual- 
ling office, cannot take anything 
hxit fulUrt' earth," 

Whittled (American), drunk. 

Unquestionably Americans may evince 
a disposition to whittle without first getting 
tokittltd,~~Cowboys and CoiontU. 

Also used in England. 



/ 
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Whole boiline- Vidt Boilino. 

Whole -footed, whole-hearted, 
and whole - Kmled are now 

cant, thoagb once possalslllg' a 
legitimate meaning. Says the 
Pkiladtlphia Agf, " Anj deTislng 
man who invites a crowd to 
'drinks all ronnd ' is instantly 
praised aa a vhoU-footed man, 
and the calculating man who 
gives a piece of land toi a cbnich, 
with a view to the enbaoced 
Talae of the adjoining lots 
which he retains, appeals in the 
newspapers aa a noble, tAole- 
touUd gentleman, whoao libe- 
rality will cam him the thanks 
of his coantrymen and the gra- 
titnde of comiDg f 



all; to a monstrons lie. Whop, 
to bcai. ; hence a vhopptr, one 
that beats snTthing. Originally 
" whapper." 

When once you'te puied the dao— " Wu 
sou ever here before T" 
li the questioa Ihu the cove ca diltjl 

A& to kt ft liitie cmnmcr (Ubbcrgut Tou. 
Check it oroncr— tell r niu*ttr. 

Nigkt inm 
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Whop -straw (popular and 
thieves), a coantrymBn. 



Whole team, and a little dogr 
under the wnggon (American). 
This synonym, for completeness 
in every detail, is equalled by "a 
six-storey house — and a light- 
ning rod." Vide Teau. 

Whoop it Dp (American), to 
keep np an excitement, such as 
hurrahing, gambling, or drink- 
ing. 
UMniEbt Is called the whichbg; tiac of 



Whfoa (American}, a name for a 
hirge gang or class of the h>weat 
villains and vilest desperadoes 
in New York. 



of the buLd froQ which tb« 
recniiled, n mob 0/ boyt.be- 
»n ind Mventeea, loo young 

nerve needed to be ■ tf'.^. 
r wen It-ixfs, klu — pick- 



« it4p0^ il up larser. — Lift- 

Whopper (colloquial and vulgar), 
anything large, applied especi- 



ni^ht'i wotk. They did DOC look Like vil- 
WiifB [ill. She ni (Imoit wonhlpped 
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Wide— Wig. 



and Yiolent and depraved. . . . When tlve 
fek amiable she gave exhibitions of what 
ibe called her " nerve." At such time she 
planted herself squarely on her feet and 
challenged the strongest IVhyo to hit her 
in the face with all his might.— /'A/As- 
tUl^kia Prtss. 

Wide (thieves), well - informed, 
clever, short for wide-awake. 

It was while I was with him that I got 
in company with some of the widest people 
in London. — HorsUy: Jottings from J oiL 

The bookies had been widt^ and the 
plunger homeward hied, 
O'erladen he with champagne cup and 
sorrow. 

— sporting Times. 

Cabby has none— cabbies are far too wid*^ 
So, after lots of hunting, and much bob- 
bery, 
I p«7 two shillings for a half-mile ride. 
I call it robbery. 

—Punch. 

Wide-awake (common), a broad- 
brimmed felt or stuff hat " So 
called," says Hotten, " becanse 
it never had a nap, and never 
wants one." This word is so 
imiversally used as to be almost 
recognised. 

Widdle, to (thieves). "Oliver 
don't widdUf* the moon does not 
shine. Literally, does not in- 
form upon us. Vide Whiddle. 

^T^dow, the gallows. In French 
slang *' la veuve," now the guil- 
lotine, was formerly the gallows. 
** Epouser la veuve." TTuiowand 
" veuve " originally were terms 
to designate the rope or halter, 
in allusion to a metaphorical 
marriage knot, or wedlock with 
a widow of many husbands. 



However, the Rev. A. S. Palmer 
thinks that iruiow, as a slang 
term for the gallows, is no doubt 
the same as Scotch widdie, a 
halter made of a flexible branch 
of withes, but this is very doubt- 
ful indeed. 

(American), a grass vndow, a 
wife a long time separated from 
her husband, or who has been 
deserted. 

Wife (prison, old), a fetter fixed 
to the 1^. 

Wife in water-colonrs (society), 
a wife "de la main gauche." 
The French talk of an unmarried 
couple living as man and wife 
as " un collage k la d^trempe,*' 
which is a very close rendering 
of the English phrase. 

Wic^-block (popular), the head. 

Wis:S:er. Vide Wig, To. 

Wiggins^ (common), a rebuke. 
When in private it is an "ear- 
wigging." Also " combiig one's 
hair." In French "laver la 
tdte " is to rebuke, scold ; " don- 
ner une peignde," to thrash. 

Wig^ster (theatrical), a wiggy 
actor — an actor whose theory of 
art is bounded by the idea of 
making his head a wig block. 

V/ig, to (pigeon-fanciers), to post 
a scout on the route of flight 
in a pigeon race with a hen 
pigeon, to attract the opponent's 
bird and retard his progress. 



Wig — Wind-jammer. 
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"If t vHgi. t loKi," Rp1i«d Tinker, 
cvidcnllr iniich hurt at llw iniiniutioD. 

lastmclcd b; Mr. StkUe, I Inml what 
v^gginf wai, and do longer nurrdlcd al 
Ur. linker'! iDdisoalion. It ii a rrauda- 

arnons^t Ukc vulgar '^fapcT." — Gtitmoood: 
UmUmrnntt sf Lmtdim Lifi. 

Wild {old cant), tbe coantr;, a 
Tillage. tVUd U frequently used 
by old anthorefor the "weald" 
(old Bnglisb world, uald, apea 
oonntrj) of Kent, as if It meant 
a mill or uQcnltivated region, 
a wilderness (Palmer). 

1 *ai bene ia the u-^ltii of Kent 
Thcle'la Frackljain fixv^ldt of Kenl 
\imw,tfi\i.—Slalaftart: ^Hntryiy. 

Wild-cat villages (American), 
places with odd names. Thefol- 
lowing are all in existence :— 

A. B. C Gimpowder. 

Accident Hat OS. 

Axle-Town. Hat On. 

Babylon. High Up. 

Beef-Hide. Bobbie. 

Big-Bag. Jingo. 

Braggadocio. Johnny Cake. 

Chicory. Jump off Joe. 

Coffee. £iss-Me (Fla.) 

Cowboy. Long-a-Coming. 

Crab Tree. Maopbelab. 

Dammit. Mad Indian. 

Dirt Town. Matrimony. 

Door-Way. Uonnt Hugging 

Froien Creek. (N.H.), 

Good Land. Nine Times. 

Good Lnck. Number On& 

Good Hlgbt. Obligation. 
VOL. II. 



Wild-cat villages— imnitnuni. 
Oni Cart«r. Rat 

Oz. Sbirt Tail Bend. 

Pat's Store. Sqoantimi. 
Patta Gompng. Swopetown. 
Plevna (Beveral). U. Bet. 
Quii-Quod. Tuba Dam. 

Rabbit Hash. 

Wilfreds (popular), teetotallers. 



nil ihe bumper, oack Ihejoke, 
We're not Wil/ndt. 

—Prnuch. 

This has reference to Sir Wil- 
fred Lawson, M.P., the great 

teetotal champion. 



Wilt, to (London), to run away. 

Win, wyn (old cant), a penny. 
Suggested to be connected wiUi 
Welsh ytojn, white, i.e., the sil- 
ver penny. Some thirty years 
ago in France pennies were 
termed " blancs " or " rouges," 
according to their more or leas 
dark hue. 

If we niggle or mill but a poor boodog- 



~T. Dtcitr: Tlu Bftgmi'iCimr. 
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Wmd'jamtner — Wipe. 



But hold, thvre'it another, a puffer of fame. 
A noicii TfinJ-jatnttur, young Coalan's 

his name. 
—R. BiaJis : Tk* Charing Ctvss Partf. 

(Naatical), a sailing-ship. 

Wind one*s cotton, to (popolar), 
to give trouble purposely. 

Window fishing (burglars), bur- 
glarious entry at a' window. 

Windows (popular), the eyes. 

Wind, raise the. VicUnAiBE. To 
slip one's wind, to die. 

Wind -sucker (stable), a term 
applied to a horse with the 
heaves. In gypsy **bavolengro," 
t.e., "air or wind master;*' wind 
sucker is provincial for a kestrel 

Wine, a ^University), a wine- 
party. A wine consists of des- 
sert, wine (usually only port, 
sherry, and claret, but at very 
big wines champagne), and tea 
and coffee later on. Wines are 
generally confined to men of 
the same college. It is un- 
usual to ask out-college men to 
a wine without asking them to 
dinner also. 

V/lng (prison), a small piece of 
tobacco. 

A piece as large as a horse-bean, called 
a "chew," is regarded as the equivalent 
for a twelve-ounce loaf and a meat ration, 
and even a morsel — a mere taste that can 
only be laid on the tongue and sucked like 
a small sweetmeat (it is called a wtfig'^ and 
is not larger or of more substance than a 
man's little finger-nail), is "good" for a 
six-ounce loaf. — /. Grtcftrvcod : Jail Bird* 
at Large. 



Also a "m'fi^ of snout," ^^wing 
of stuff." 

I had a screw who would sling a wing 
of stuffy and so long as I had a bit of to- 
bacco and did not hear a woman's jawing, 
I was werry comfortable. — Evening Neun. 

Winging^ (theatrical), taking a 
part under exceptional circum- 
stances, at a moment's notice, 
and studying it in the wings. 

VHnkers (pugilistic), the eyes. 

Wins the button (tailors), is the 
best, and is therefore entitled 
to the button, i.e., medal 

Winter-cricket (popular), a tailor. 

Wipe (popular and thieves), a 
pocket-handkerchief. 

"How many wipes did you nibble?" 
"Only two, a bird's-eye and a hingy." — 
DisamsoleUe William. 

Cold, callous man ! — he scorns to yield. 

Or aught relax his felon gripe. 
But answers, " I'm Inspector Field ! 
And this here warmint's prigg'd your 
wipe" 

—Ingoldxby Legends. 

To see him splitting away at that pace 
. . . and me with the wif^ in my pocket 
crying out artcr him. — Dickens : Oliver 
Twist, 

" As a matter of fact, I had my handker- 
chief in my pocket all the time, and I have 
it still," he said, producing a bloodstained 
wipe, with which he had sopped up the 
blood from his face on Bloody Sooday. — 
Pall Mall GoMette. 

Also a blow, as a wipe on the 
kisser, across the chops^^&c. 

Wipe out, to (American), signify- 
ing to extingmsh, is taken from 
the Pawnee Indian language. It 



Wipe—Woif. 



nieuu to defeat, to destroy^ 
Imported from America. " To 
tripe one's eye," to Bboot game 
which a person has missed, ai 
if correcting defeotire vision trj 
wi[HDg water? eyes. Hence to 
obtain an advantage bj scpeiicr 
dkilL 
She hid whal li called a bavr-fun when 



e)'ei''arihebayi alopg Ihe PaciGc Cwul, 
and makinE her nams celebrated, until 
Colonel Coiy secured ho for hii ihow.— 
Bailey I Memthlr Maeatint. 

Wire (popnlar), a telegram. 

The boou' brother knowed hLia In Bir- 
iiuEi£hun, and 'as jai the lip direct ^m 
the tuble. He u noing to Knd u< ■ mr, 
from Ihe cmirae.— 2i>>J p' Frtid^. 

(Harvard University), a trtok 

or dodge. A pickpocket. 

Hii fingsi irere mj >or<R< "'i "> lady't 
could have been more taper. A burctir 
raid me that with luch a hand he au[ht to 
have made hit fbrtatie. He was worth 
£10 a week, he uid. ai a alrt. that is, 
a picker of ladiei' p.>ckell.— .t/^^Arw; 
Londaa Lainr md Ihi LsndtH Pfor. 

VTatT, wire, or wire-hook (Gog- 
lisb and AmericoD). a pick- 



Wire-wonn (Stock Eicbange), 
a man who collects prices to 
"wire," i.e., to tel^^ph to 
country clients. 

Wist7-(mator (pugilistic), a seri- 
ous blow. Seems to be from 
vitOy, earnestly. 



piece,— /"imrrZ/M: Beok s/ SftrU. 

Wobbler (cavalry), au iuEantr7 
soldier. (Common), a horse that 
swerves from side to side when 
trotting. French, " nn cbeval 
qui se berce." 

Wobble-shop (popular), a shop 
where beer or spirits are sold 
without a licenae. 

Welfcr (common), a man with a 
large appetite, or a hard drinker. 



Ihty had been taking with their internal 
otganimioni, and everybody wijhed that 
they had been born an elephant Ara tnega* 



,), to telegraph. sMt-FrHjcm 



(Popolar), to toiVe in, to go 
ahea^, push on, go in with a 
will. Alao to Join, unite with. 
And when larluand loyally jine, 
1 uy mrt in and buit the eapenie. 

-Pmmck. 



Wolf, to (common), or^inally 
' to iDgui^tato ravenonily, bnt 
now with, extended meaning of 
simply to eat 

And then it Irantpira that Skipper 
Hammett u chewing bacca, and that 
Shifter hai wil/id all the brandy, Thii 
ii a cold natU—SftrUi^ Tima. 
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IVolf— Wooden. 



I've tasted bouillahaiuet and I've 
wolfed roast hare and pickled pork. — 
Bird o Fretdom. 

Alfio to steal, to cheat oat of. 

It was generally considered that Cus* 
tance, who was on Comforter in the City 
and Suburban of i860, was wal/ed by 
Wells on Lord Nelson, who made a dead 
heat of it, Comforter winning the decider. 
—Bird o Freedom. 

To vxHf is said to be of Ame- 
rican, origin. The derivation is 
obvious. 

George. — "Quite a snug pile." 

Tom. — " Yes. The boy wau only seven 
years old, and, of course, there was a 
guardian, or rather a set of them, ap- 
pointed for him and to take charge of the 
estate. Well, they tM7^</ him." 

George.^*' Got away with it all ? " 

7Vi«.—" Nearly alL" 

— Missouri Republiceui. 

Wolloping (popular), thrashing, 
beating. 

*' Porliceman, father's giving mother 
such a wollopin^t will j'ou come?" — Music 
Hall Song. 

Wood (clerical), the pulpit. 

Wood-and-water Joey (Austra- 
lian), a hanger about hotels. 

Wood-butcher (tradesmen), work- 
men who have not thoroughly 
learned their business as car- 
penters or joiners. 

Counting carpenters and wood-butchers 
together, it is estimated that about 20,000 
men make their living in London as car> 
penters and joiners. Of these nearly 5000 
are of the 7vood-butcher, or inexpert work- 
men class, and therefore do not belong to 
the trade societies. — Ne^v York Herald. 

Wooden fit (popular), a swoon. 



Wooden spoon, the last man in 
the mathematical tripos at Cam- 
bridge is generally referred to 
as the wooden tpoon of his year ; 
a common wooden spoon is often 
actually presented to him by the 
undergraduates in the gallery 
of the Senate House. When 
two or more " last " men are 
bracketed together, the group 
is termed the spoon bracket. 

Winning perhaps eventually the wooden 
s/^oUf or worse, being utterly ploughed. — 
Miming Advertiser. 

Spanish undergraduates wear 
a wooden tpoon in their hats 
when in full costume, perhaps 
an allusion to the intellectual 
food provided by Alma MeUer, 
but more probably from a 
custom of poor stud^ts in the 
Middle Ages, who often, like 
the old French poet Villon, as- 
sociated with vagabonds, such 
as are depicted by Teniers 
with a spoon stuck in their 
hats. In France the practice 
still exists among tramps or 
other low class of people. This 
would tend to show that the 
university custom has been 
handed down from the Middle 
Ages. In the sixteenth century 
the "Chevaliers de la Cuiller" 
were an association formed by 
noblemen of Vaud who had 
boasted of eating up their 
enemies the Genevese, but to 
' this of course is not due the 
origin of the ornamental spoon. 

Wooden wedge (Cambridge Uni- 
versity), the last name in the 
classical honours list at Cam- 



bridge. Fiom tbe name of & 
wniDgler named Wedge wood, 
who W&3 tbe last on the list of 
the Qrst classical tripos in 1824. 

Wood mercluiit (streets), ex- 
plained b7 quotation. 

Wben he cao't go on that nwhcl he'U 
luru mumper and tcAvf mtrvMjutt {whkh 
Deui a Kllei of lunTer muchei).— rn^/A 



Wood-uiWTer'a clerk (Ameri- 
can), employed to indiocite a 
man in the lowest possible 01 
poorest employment. A dam- 
butcher ia applied scornfully to 



Wool (popular), bair. "Eeep your 
wool on," don't got anjtrj, liter- 
one's hair ; or, more probably, 
to keep one's wig on. Compare 
" Dash my wig I " expressive of 
disappointment 01 angry excite- 
ment, which must have origin- 
ated in the frequency of persona 
dashing their wigs in anger to 
the ground when it was the 
fashion to oofer the shaven pate 
with that ornament, an act far 
more convenient than tearing 
the hair. (Pugilistic), pluck, 
courage, " WoUUd 'un," or a 
rare " wxil-topped 'un." a man 
of great conrage. Said to be in 
allitsiou to coloured heroes of 
the prjte-ring. 

Wool-bird (popular and (bievea), 
a sheep or lamb. Vreoch thieves 
call a sheep taitU, 
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Wool-hole (popular), a very old 
synonym for the workhouse. 
Perhaps more used by printera 
than an; other class of work- 
people. Savage, 1841, quotes 
this term. 

Wool ia np, times are good ; 
wool is down, times are bad 

(used by up . country slangy 
Australians). Wool being th^ 
staple of Australia, it is easy to 
see how a phraso, which at first 
was applicable only to the tor- 
tunes of the wool-growers, gra- 
dually passed into a metaphor. 
Boiher ! how can I go sleady, 

—Ganul (faiii. 
I go when (kw/ hu gt 



Woolly (studios), a loooify painting 
is one painted in slack touches. 
(Cominon),irritabte,angTf. Vide 
Wool. (Popular and thieves), 
a blanket. 



Wool, to (common), to get the 
better of, to discomfit. This 
phrase, nllied to blinding a man 
in the sense of deceiving him, 
probably gave rise to the saying 
BO couinjoL in America, "To pull 
the Kool over one's eyes." Ger- 
man, " £r [iincht ihn mit iielien- 
den Augi'n blind " — "Ua blinds 
him while he sees with his 
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Working — Wrinkk, 



t» 



eyes, " is very old, and to be 
fonnd in the EUddnxtntUlied, 

Working the shells (American 
thieves), a variety of thimble-rig, 
in which walnut shells are nsed, 
instead of thimbles or little caps. 

I was pinched for working' tkt shells at 
Atlantic City last summer, and got two 
months for it. A gent in the crowd offered 
to bet me ten dollars he could tell which 
shell the ball was under, and of course I 
went him on it. As soon as I showed my 
money, he put his hands t)n me, and said 
he was a special officer in plain clothes. 
Low trick— wasn't it. They brought the 
shells into court, and they've got my table 
there uoyit.— Confidence Crooks {Pkiia>- 
delpkia Press). 

Works, the (prison), a convict 
establishment, such as Fort- 
land, Portsmouth, or Dartmoor. 

Work the bulls, to (coiners), to 
get rid of bad crown pieces. 

Work, to (thieves), to steaL 
French slang, trdvaiUer; Spanish 
slang, trdbajar. 

Worm (popular), a policeman. 

Worm-crusher (cavalry), a foot 
soldier. 

Worm-eater, a man who sells as 
authentic articles of spurious 
historical value, manufactured 
for the purpose, or otherwise. 

Now and then, it is true, he picked up 
some article to which the attached legends 
were a trifle apocr>'pha1. That industrious 
artist, who is technically known as the 
worm'tater^ was at times too much even 
for the editor of the A rchitect. — i tan<Asrd. 



Worms (Winchester College), ex- 
plained by quotation. 

Across the two ends of the ground a 
small trench is dug, about four inches 
wide and two deep, and a goal is obtained 
when the ball is fairly kicked across the 
treoch (Wiccamic^ toorms). — Pauoe, 

Wrap-rascml (old cant), a cloak. 

Wrens, prostitutes who " squat- 
ted" amongst the furze of 
Curragh Common. 

These creatures are known in and about 
the great military camp and its neighbour- 
hood as wrens. They do not live in houses 
or even huts, but build for themselves 
"aests" in the l>nsh. — Greenwood: Seven 
Curses of London. 

Wright, Mr. (prison), a faithless 
prison officer, the intermediary 
between an incarcerated crimi- 
nal and his friends outside. 
The title is so given in the 
clandestine letters sent out sur- 
reptitiously, in which the pri- 
soner says Mr. Wright^ who is 
all right or safe, will calL 

Wring oneself, to (thieves), to 
change one's clothes. 

I went Yiomt and wrung^ ^fty^lft uid 
met some of the mob and got very near 
^xyixik.'^-Horsley : Jottings from JasL 

Wrinkle (common), properly a 
whim , fancy. Used slang^y for 
a cunning trick or artful dodge. 

I can put you up to a wrinkle. ToUit 
has got a mare who can lick Tearaway 
into fits. She's as easy as a chair and 
jumps like a cat. All that you have to do 
is to sit back. — C. Bede: Verdant Green. 



Implying artfulness, this word 
was probably associated with 



Wrinkle— X, Y, Z. 



wrmlde, a fold or pUit, as if it 
meant an involved prooaeding, 
a piece of "duplicitj" {dvpU*) 
or donble-f oldedness, u opposed 
to what ia plain or "simple" 
(Latin n'npls, one fold) (Pal- 

Pftlmer u he wki ■ nun Bymplc uid 
vhhoBfe ■]] vrrynclts off cloked Golmy- 



the 1 



} box," refert to 



Writiag; a poor band (t^ors), is 
nid of one nho mitb badly ; 
also "BOrefiat." 

Wronf (common), vnmg in the 
Dpper storey, craij. In the 
vTong box, oat of one's ele- 
ment. "You'll find yoQiBeU 



being completely mistaken and 
finding oneself in embamsi- 
mcnt or jeopardy. "Wearaln- 
debted for this to George Lord 
Lyttelton. He was of a rathei 
melanch oly disposition, and used 
to tell bis friends that when 
he went to Vanihall he was 
always snppoaing pleasure to 
be in the taeit boi to his, or at 
least that he was so unhappily 
eitoated as always to be in the 
wrvng boz" (R W. Hockwood, 
Nota and Qufri'o). 

Wrong 'nn (common), anythli^ 
or anybody that is artful or 
bad. (Turf), a horse not enp- 
posed to be meant to win. 
(Popular), a prostitute, a spuri- 



Wn 



' (bargemen], a canal 



, or letter x, a method 
of arrest used by 
policemen with des. 
peratc ruffians, by 
getting a Gim grasp 
□n the collar, and drawing tbo 
captive's hand over the holding 
arm, and pressing the QngoiB 
down in a peculiar way— the 
captured person's arm in thiit 



X, Y, Z, ao (literary), a common 
literary caterer, so called from 
an advertiser under these initials 
in the Tinut offering to perfonn 
all descriptions of literary work 
at very moderate and unpro- 
fessional prices. 
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Yack-^YeUow. 




ACK (thieye6),awatch. 
From the gypey yack, 
an eye or watch. 
Watches were at 
one time commonly 
known as ball's eyes. "To 
church a yack" or " christen a 
yaek" to take the works out of 
the case, to avoid detection. 

Yaffle (old cant), to eat 

Yam (West Indian negro, sailors, 
kc), food. 

Yam, to (popular), to eat. This 
is provincial English. 

Ya-mun, ya-men (pidgin), a man- 
darin, a prefect's residence. 

Yank (American), nickname for 
Yankee. A quick pull, snap; 
of very wide application. 

No kid. I didn't get home till three 
o'dock, and the missis would have it I was 
boosed. I assure you, it rained tea-cups 
and hailed fire-irons for about half-an-hour, 
and I've felt like struck by lightning ever 
stooe. No ; that Vamk was about right, 
I guess. — Bird o' Freedom. 

Yank, to (American), to remove 
by a quick motion, or a snap. 

He moistens his hands, grabs his pro- 
perty yx^oxow^y, yanks it this way, then 
that.— J/anfc Tumin : A Tramp Abroad, 

A grasshopper sat on a sweet-potato vine, 

A sweet-potato vine, 

A sweet-potato vine, 

A great turkey gobbler came running up 

behind. 
And yanked the poor grasshopper off the 
sweet-potato vine. 

^Popular Song, 



To yank the bun, a synonym 
for "to take the cake," meaning 
to take the prize, or to excel 
in some way. 

Yamiam (old cant), bread. 

Yarmouth bee (tailors), a herring. 
Yarmouth capon. Yidt Tbout, 

NORLOCH. 

Yarmouth mittens (nautical), 
bruised hands. 

Yam-sUng^er, one who writes tales 
in newspapers. 

Yarum (old cant), milk ; "poplars 
of yoftim," milk porridge. 

Yaw-sighted (nautical), squinting. 

Yellow belly (nautical), a name 
given to a person bom in the 
fens along our eastern shores. 
Also a half-caste. (American), 
a Dutchman; so called from 
" yellow belly," a frog. 

Yellow boy (common), a gold 
coin, a sovereign. In French 
•lang "jaunet," German cant 
"fuchs" and "gelbling," from 
gdb^ yellow. Some of the 
synonyms for a sovereign are 
"canary," "couter," **gingle 
boy," "goldfinch." "monarch," 
"shiner," "quid," "meg," 
"James," "bean." "foont," 
"portrait," "thick-un," "skiv," 
"yellow mould.** 

The best of all robbers as ever I know'd, 
Is the bold fighting Attie, the pride of the 
roftdl- 



Ydlm—YtuH. 



f1tJitiD[ Atllc, my hen, I uw yoD tiKUy 
A purw full otrt/lm t<:yi »iii. 

—Lerd Ljttan: PamlCUffTd. 
Wc ihnl ibc cdlar ddar behind oi, ud 

on the floor, ud Jiwu a lorely lighl. kit 
fkcmyalltrio]!!.— atari Tvmin-.HmkU- 

Yellow dog (Ameiioui), Dr. 0. 
W. Holmes, in "Elsie Venner," 
has mitten an amaEing coin- 
meot on the lact tbat in the 
New Bngland States a jwUou 
dog \a a synoDTin for all tbat 
is contemplible. 

" I am looked at u a bUckmalEcr,' aald 
he, "and Ihgie who believe I ban been 
bleeding Lbal old man hold m* in ai much 



Yellow fancy (coateis and pugi- 
listic], silt pocket'handkerchiel 
with white spots. 

Yellow ferer, formerlj a eaut 
' term for dninkeuiesa at Oieen- 
wicb Hoapitol, wbere dmokardi 
used to be penished bj being 
made to wear a parti- coloncBd 
coat in which yellow predoml^ 
nated. (Australian mining), 
greed for gold. The expreanon 
baa practicaUj come to mean 
" Dreams of an Eldorado." In 
the same way ladies are said 
to suffer from "scarlet fever" 
when they run after militai? 
sooiety. 

Yellow gloak (old), a jealous man. 



Yellow tuunmer, one of the 
■ynoDynu for a gold coin. 



Sporting Ihe jtllra man. The wipe 
K\ai.—Pitra Egat : Btei r/S/trti. 

Yellow-monld (tailors), a sots- 

Yellow pine (American), a word 
frequently used to indicate » 
quadroon or light mulatto. 

Yellow atntr (thieves), gold. In 
French slang "janne." Also 
connterfeit gold ooina. 

ing with ytliff^ ttujf, he may make a 
couple oT quid a day; hut if h4 can ooly 

make so miuii.—Timfli Bar. 

Yellows (thieveB),counterfeit gold 
coiu \ the ttilver coin is called 
blanks before impressed. Many 
of these are struck at Birmli^- 
ham, but tbcre was in the be- 
ginning of the century a large 
number made in London. 

(Popular), Bine-coat or charily 
school boys. 

Yelper, or bullet, grot (popular), 
discharged- 



LinuloH Latearamitlu Ltndm Pttr. 

Yente (Punch show), no. not, as In 
yeiOt lette, no bed. 
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Yid—Yokuff. 



>• • 



Yid, Yiddisher, Yeddan, or Yed- 
dican (London), a Jew. From 
the German Juditeh. 

I might, if I had poached upon the province 

of the Pitcher, 
Have devoted just a verse or two to love 

among the Vids. 

— Spprtimg Timts. 

Yieak (tinker), fish (Gaelic coig). 

^-jen (pidgin), Englishman. 

Yin (Panch and Judy), a street. 
Query French ** rue " ? 

Yob, boy. An example of back 
slang largely used by coster- 
mongers, which simply consists 
in spelling (more or less accu- 
rately) words backwards. Thus, 
"Hi, yo&, kool that enif elrig 
with the nael ekom. Sap her 
a top o* reeb or a tib of occabot," 
is ''Hi, boy, look at that fine 
girl with the lean moke (donkey). 
Pass her a pot of beer and a bit 
of tobacco." The art or merit 
of this form of slang consists in 
the rapidity, often most re- 
markable, with which words 
can be reversed. Thus May hew, 
wishing to test the skill of a 
professor of the art with a word 
not in common use in the market, 
asked a coster friend what was 
the back slang for hippopota- 
mus. At once he answered 
" sumatopoppy." Back slang 
largely mingles with the older 
and more legitimate argot or 
thieves' slang. 

Yob-gab (costers and thieves), 
boys' talk. This is a jargon 



used by costermongers, thieves, 
and tramps to enable them to 
talk about their doings without 
being understood by the unin- 
itiated. It is seldom if ever 
seen written or printed. The 
"language" is simple enough, 
and when the key is known 
there is no difficulty in talking 
oneself, or in understanding 
the talk of others. The simplest 
form of yob-gah is the spelling 
of words letter by letter, with 
the addition of a consonant after 
ea^h vowel, and a vowel after 
each consonant. Thus legs is 
It-e^gi-si ; but as any vowel or 
consonant may be used, the 
same word may be expressed in 
several different forms ; thus la- 
e2-go-st^ U-em-gu-so, lo-e<-ga-se, 
l«-e<-ga-so. Man is represented 
by mu-aZ-nt/, mi-a^-nt, mo-a^f-no, 
and so forth, through number- 
less variations, which make the 
jargon more puzzling to any one 
who hears it spoken, the same 
word being varied at the will 
of the speaker. The jargon is 
easily learned, and amongst 
costers and their children it 
was, a quarter of a century ago, 
quite common, and teachers in 
the Ragged Schools in Kent 
Street, and the Mint in South- 
wark, and the district visitors 
got quite familiar with it, 
through hearing it in use by 
both parents and children. 

Yoknff (thieves), a kind of back 
slang, or anagram, for coffer, 
that is, a box, chest. 



Vok, TOk« {tinkei). a. mui. 
(English canting &nd old pro- 
vincial), a cotmtiymaD, Tbe rl 
Hoal is a common termination 
[eg., cockerel), like tr. 

Yorkabire, to, to cheat or cozen. 
Also to come Torkshin 

You bet I (American], an exclama- 
tion, a strong afBrmative or 
negative. The writoi haa alio 
beard it with the meaning of 
what next 1 Don't jod think 
70a maf get it ? 

ui be sapplied cheaper Ihui that. 



(American), this Elang phrase 
has actually given a name to a, 
Bcttlement in the north-west. 
Vide Wildcat Villages. 
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Yon bet your bnttonsl (Ameri- 
can), said of a man who will 
play at a gambling-table so long 
as he has monej. 

"r*B bll ymr bull:mir murmond 
Squilo proudlf, •■ Sain'll slay with ■em u 



■illifi.-F. Fnifii: Saddli a-ul Mac- 



You fasten on (common), syno- 
nymoas at " ycfn go on." 

You'll do I (American), nttered 
with a strong accent on the 
y<ru'tt. A strong approval, a 
declaration that the one ad- 
dressed can take care of him- 
self or bold his own, a note of 
admiration. In a police report 
in a Michigan newgpaper, a 
vagrant broaght before the 
mayor, being ashed what caused 
the nonnd on his nose, re- 
plied, " I fell down and stepped 
on it." Being reqaired to p*j 
a fine, be produced a hank-bill, 
which be assQied the magistrate 
was the last fragment of an im- 
mense fortune left to him by 
a fond and devoted uncle. He 
was, in short, so prompt with 
his replieK, and showed inch 
" a healthy indifference " to his 
adversity, that the inagistrate 
dismisaed him, eictaiming in 
aiimiration " Tov'll do!" "Ill 
do" is also commonly heard 
when a man is confident of his 
ability to succeed in anything, 
or to take care of himself. 



You bet your sweet life I (Ame- 
rican), meaning you nuty be 
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You — Zoyara. 



You saj you can, but can you P 
(American). *' This was ex- 
plained bv one of my friends as 
beinf; Chosterlicldian for ' von 
Ue!'" (C. Leland Harrison, ilS. 
Amoricani!jm>). 

You've fixed it up nicely for me 

(popular), one of the numerous 
popular slang synonyms for say- 
ing that a man is not to bo 
taken in. "No you don't," 
"Not for Joseph," or "Do 
yoo see anvthing green in my 
eye ? " 

Now grammar i^ all very well i:i its way. 
As taught to young folks in their teens — 



But as for myself I am Miry to uy 
That I really don't know what ii means. 
There is oiily one phrxse I can safely 

employ. 
When a widow invites me to tea, 
I wink my left eye and I simply reply. 
Votive Jlxed it up nicely /or me. 

—Robert J okniOHl Ballad. 

You*Te shot your gjanny (Ame- 
rican), you've found a marc's 
nest. 

Yoxter (thieves), a convict re- 
turned from transportation be- 
fore his time. 

Ynm-yum (London), first-rate, 
elegant. 




IFF (thieves), a young 
thief. 

Zoo (common), ab- 
breviation for Zoo- 
logical Gardens. 

Zooning (American), used in 
the South. Humming, buzzing, 
barking. 

Bre'r Bar, he low dat he kin hear de 
bees a-MOffm'M. — Uncle Remttt. 

Zoncher (thieves), a slovenly 
fellow. 

Zoyara (American), an effeminate 
young man, a lady-gentleman, a 
"Molly." In 1860-61 there wasa 
young fellow whose name "on 



the slangs " was Zoyara^ a circus- 
rider, who affected the dress 
and airs of a girl so well tliat 
it was the town-question in 
New York for some time as to 
wliat the sex of the " phenome- 
non" really was. Of course 
every circus in the United 
States had for some time after 
a Zoyara. 

The London Globe havin? in- 
quired why the stage names 
of female acrobats and circus- 
riders so generally begin with 
Z, a correspondent (C. G. Leland) 
remarked that they are, as in 
Zaztl^ Zanitl, Zocgy derived from 
Hebrew or Yiddish words mean- 
ing devil or goblin. 
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